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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

PRESIDENT’S FAREWELL

By Merle Overland

By Walt North

ummer seems an odd time for endings and beginnings, but
with our fiscal year ending on June 30, and the new officers
and Board members taking office July 1, we are indeed in
transition. On behalf of the Board and the membership, I
want to express our deep thanks to Walt North for his service to the
organization as President and for his time on the Executive Board.
Walt, your leadership, time investment, and commitment are sincerely
appreciated. I also want to thank Marlene Mowry for her conscientious
service as Recording Secretary, helping everyone on the Board stay on
track with all those details that are behind-the-scenes, but so critical to
an organization. All of us should stand and applaud Nancy Jo and Rich
Ceccarelli for their dedicated service to ARSCE and the Executive
Board. For sixteen years they have effectively managed the financial
affairs of the organization and have conscientiously worked in so many
ways to strengthen and support ARSCE. They have been effective
members of the Executive Board. Nancy Jo and Rich, you will be
deeply missed and your dedication is sincerely appreciated.
As for beginnings, we are looking forward to the active involvement of our new Executive Board members: Michele Daly, Mike
Herrin, Gerry Willhelm, Edie Jorgensen, and Rosemary Hartwig. You,
too, are invited to join us. You have an open invitation to visit any of
the Executive Board meetings, to join us for our seasonal luncheon
meetings, our sponsored outings, or to join one of our committees.
Getting involved is a great way to stay in touch with the City, former
co-workers, and with the issues that are of concern to you!

t has been a great pleasure to have served as the President of
ARSCE for the last four years. Thank you to all ARSCE members for the support I received during that period of time. It
takes many dedicated individuals to run a successful organization and ARSCE has been blessed with those individuals both in the
present and in the past. The major goal of ARSCE for the last 22
years has been accomplished, getting the COLA for all retirees and I
am very pleased to have been President for that event.
Congratulations to the new President, Merle Overland, and
the new Vice President, Barbara Graham for stepping up to take over
control of ARSCE for the future. Thanks again!

Good wishes for a wonderful summer.
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Your Pension
News
By Mary Norris
Retired
Employee Member
Of the Seattle City
Employees
Retirement System
I begin by paying tribute to VIOLA DAVIS, Water Department retiree. She passed away recently after a long illness. When I
began my City Light career, she was the person who introduced me to
the women employee activities. Later, she worked tirelessly for ARSCE and served as its Secretary for many years. I am certain that
many of you will remember her with special thoughts of your own.
It has been awhile since our last Board meeting and the ARSCE news deadline is occurring a week before we meet again. Sometimes the information that I pass along is no longer current by the
time you read it. Of course, you can always check the web at
www.seattle.gov/retirement to keep informed.
I know from my articles that the funding ratio attracts the
most interest of both active employees and retirees. For several
years, we made a fuss over reaching the 95% funding level to activate
a COLA for retirees. The December payment represented a 2% decrease in the funding level. In February, the estimated level was
86.6% due to economic conditions beyond our control. In March it
was down slightly to 86.16%. April found the funding ratio at
87.69%.
At our May meeting, a detailed “Experience Study” was investigated and presented by our Actuaries, Milliman. These studies
are used on a regular basis by the Board and staff to assess the Fund’s
funding level compared with future liabilities. These studies take into
account historic retirement patterns by Seattle City employees and
then projects forward based upon age and years of service of current
employees. This helps the Board and staff make investment decisions and liquidity needs. It ensures that our pension payments are
made in a timely manner.
It takes constant vigilance and education about the many areas
that affect the entire operation and funding of our Retirement System.
On August 1st of 2002, a resolution was passed that allows the education and training of Board Members with guidelines used by the
City. Several of us attended the recent National Conference on Public Employees Retirement Systems. Outstanding speakers presented
information on the fast changing environment and economies of the
world that affect our retirement systems. Interesting subjects were
discussed such as the emerging markets of China, India, and Brazil;
green investing; bio-fuels; real estate; white collar crime; the mortgage market; retiree health care; and other issues that affect the management of retirement funds.
Although I do not directly participate in the selection of the
investments that we make, I do vote! The education, such as I received, is invaluable in helping me make wise decisions.
Over and over again, I was reminded that my “fiduciary” responsibility on our Board is the MOST IMPORTANT of all. By
definition, Fiduciary: “A pension trustee given the authority and control over the management of a retirement system’s assets for the
benefit of the plans participants and beneficiaries.”
Enjoy the beauty of the summer that Seattle offers!

ARSCE Webmaster, Jim Taylor, is on vacation as this newspaper goes to press. His column, Internet Schminternet, will return
next issue.

Golden
Contributions
Betty Anderson, Health
Norm Angvik, Water
Frances Bourassa, Beneficiary
Robert Branigin, City Light
Myron Carr, METRO
Vernon Connally, Seattle
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Bud Eickstadt, City Light
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Henry Hirano, Engineering

Chuck Henry, METRO
In memory of Donna Henry
Maurice Hillyard, Engineering
In memory of Jack Hunt,
Engineering
Virginia Johnston, Building
In memory of Bruce Johnston,
Engineering
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Claude Buckner, Engineering

Bud & Janice Eickstadt, City
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Jeri Jones, Police
Alice Stipcich, Water
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Jess Tapp, Health
Tom Lorenz, Engineering
All in memory of Viola Weeks,
Carl Matronic, METRO
Water
Anne Miller, Engineering
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who worked so hard to get us
the COLA

APPRECIATION

MEMORIALS
Thomas Coglas, Engineering
In memory of Alton (Skip)
Slaton, Engineering; and
Charlie Smith, Engineering
John Curtin, Seattle Public
Utilities and Connie Curtin,
Police
In memory of Doug Howell,
Engineering

Leroy Eagon, Building
Donation to thank all the
wonderful people who brought
us the retirement COLA. What
a bunch of dedicated hardworking people. Thanks so
much.
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Where to live after Retirement
You can live in Phoenix, Arizona where . . . . .
1.
2.
3.
4.

You are willing to park 3 blocks away because you found
shade.
You can drive for 4 hours in one direction and never leave
town.
You know that “dry heat” is comparable to what hits you in
the face when you open your oven door.
The 4 seasons are: tolerable, hot, really hot, and are you kidding me??!!

You can live in California where . . . . .
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

You make over $ 250,000 and you still can’t afford to buy a
house.
The fastest part of your commute is going down your driveway.
You know how to eat an artichoke.
You drive your rented Mercedes to your neighborhood block
party.
When someone asks you how far something is, you tell them
how long it will take to get there rather than how many miles
away it is.
The 4 seasons are: fire, flood, mud, and drought.

You can live in New York City where . . . . .
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

You say “the city” and expect everyone to know you mean
Manhattan.
You can get into a four-hour argument about how to get from
Columbus Circle to Battery Park, but can’t find Wisconsin
on a map.
You think Central Park is “nature.”
You believe that being able to swear at people in their own
language makes you multi-lingual.
You’ve worn out a car horn.
You think eye contact is an act of aggression.

You can live in Minnesota where . . . . .

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

You only have four spices: salt, pepper, ketchup, and Tabasco.
Halloween costumes fit over parkas.
You have more than one recipe for moose.
Sexy lingerie is anything flannel with less than 8 buttons.
The four seasons are: winter, still winter, almost winter, and
construction.

You can live in the Deep South where . . . . .
1.
2.
3.
4.

You can rent a movie and buy bait in the same store.
Y’all is singular and “all y’all” is plural.
“He needed killin” is a valid defense.
Everyone has 2 first names: Billy Bob, Jimmy Bob, Mary Sue,
Betty Jean, Mary Beth, etc..

You can live in Colorado where . . . . .
1.
2.
3.
4.

You carry your $ 3,000 mountain bike atop your $ 500. car.
You tell your husband to pick up granola on his way home and
he stops at the daycare center.
A pass does not involve a football or dating.
The top of your head is bald, but you still have a pony tail.

You can live in the Midwest where . . . . .
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

You’ve never met any celebrities, but the Mayor knows your
name.
Your idea of a traffic jam is 10 cars waiting to pass a tractor.
You have had to switch from “heat” to “A/C” on the same day.
You end sentences with a preposition: “Where’s my coat at?”
When asked how your trip was to any exotic place, you say,
“ It was different!”

AND You can live in Florida where . . . . .
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

You eat dinner at 3:15 in the afternoon.
All purchases include a coupon of some kind – even for
houses and cars.
Everyone can recommend an excellent dermatologist.
Road construction never ends anywhere in the State.
Cars in front of you are often driven by headless people.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈
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Old Timers Luncheon Group
MTD/DAS/ESD
By Jerry Robertson
The Old Timers Luncheon Group continues to meet the first
Monday of each month at the “Old Country Buffet,” 4022 Factoria
Square Mall, S.E. Bellevue, WA., at 11:00 AM. Remember to mark
your calendar for luncheon dates in 2008: July 7, August 4, September 8, October 6, November 3, and December 1.
We had twenty-three attending our April luncheon. We had a
total of twenty-four attending in May. The weather has warmed up
and the first of our snow birds, Lloyd Hansen, was back for the May
luncheon. Welcome back Lloyd. Those of you that have not joined
us, we would really enjoy seeing you!
May birthdays were celebrated by Bob Bentler, Gordon Cady,
Rita Graumann, Lloyd Hansen, Barbara Lively, Gertie Loffler, and
Gene Lucas. June birthdays were celebrated by: Hans Loffler, Joan
Mayor, and Jerry Robertson. “BIRTHDAY WISHES” to all of them.
Gene and Miriam Lucas were back from their trip in time for
the May lunch. Miriam had the misfortune of breaking her ankle
while they were on their trip, but Gene said, overall, they really enjoyed the first long trip in their RV.
Remember to keep the first Monday of each month in mind
and join us for lunch at “The Old Country Buffet” at Factoria Square.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

April Birthdays
L-R: Harry Shigaya, Terry Robertson, Joe Yamamoto

May Birthdays
L-R: Lloyd Hansen, Gertie Loffler, Bob Bentler,
Barbara Lively, Gene Lucas

Park Department Retiree News
By Pat Coupens
I think most of us are wondering about summer. If it doesn’t
warm up soon, our gardens aren’t going to grow fast enough to let the
tomatoes ripen. Let’s hope July will be a better month.
Russ Bean received a card from Jerry Smith who is in Mexico. He has been there since November 1st and is in no hurry to come
home.
Stan and Pat Mendenhall went to Vancouver, WA. recently to
attend the reunion of the 104th Division Army Retirees at the Inn of
the Key.
Ray Heiskansen and his wife left in the middle of May to
spend three months in Finland visiting their family and friends.
Molly Tagart was at the May Parks luncheon with one of her
arms in a sling. She had fallen in the yard and shattered the bone in
her shoulder.
Marian Goddard went to San Diego last month for her aunt’s
90th birthday. She stopped in Portland on the way back to see the
new Portland Art Museum. While there she went to see “Aida” at the
Portland Opera House.
Congratulations to Marian for receiving her 15 year pen as a
docent at the Woodland Park Zoo.
I called Clare Peterson to find out if she had received the cornea replacement she was to have. It had to be rescheduled because
she had fallen in her room and was in the Infirmary at Kenny Home
for a week or so.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Pat and Stan Mendenhall, 2008 Parks Luncheon

Standing, L-R:
Norm McCrea, Russ Bean, Bob Gill, Marv Morgan
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Ken on Changing Events
By Ken Hunich
A friend of mine said he wanted to be an atheist but he gave
up the idea because he found out they have no holidays.
To each his own I say.
Some men have personal views about the woman they married, but their comments tell you much:
“... I take my wife everywhere--- but she keeps finding her
way back”, or
“... take my wife--- please!”
Well, I don’t feel that way.
A couple of months ago I got married. My new wife is such a
comfort and a caring person. And I take her everywhere--- because I
enjoy being with her and I want to be sure she does come back.
Her presence and calming effects has done wonders for me
and has greatly reduced the number of holes I kick in the house walls
as a result of some things that “bug” me. I wonder at times if things
that upset me effect others, too. For example:
Kleenex
I’m sure most have the 4x4x8 inch boxes of
Kleenex around the house for coughs, runny noses, wiping away
tears-- from sadness or laughter--, and so forth. You pull out on tissue and its removal leaves a part of the next one sticking out of the
box for the next need.
Fine.
But I find it is not unusual, when the box is half full or less,
that taking out a tissue does nothing to bring out the next one. Realizing that the next time I need a Kleenex may be when I am quickly
reaching for one to cover and impending sneeze when I have a
mouthful of just-chewed cookies. Snatch-and-cover is really the only
acceptable action. Consequently I decide to be sure the box is armed
with an exposed tissue to cover any unexpected emergency.
A glance through the transparent top cover affirms a good
supply of tissues are still inside the box. But to get one out now
means reaching down with one’s hand and pull the next one up. But
my fingers won’t fit through the knife-slit opening in the top through
which the Kleenex emerge.
Oh yeah? With a set jaw my fingers make a hand-sized opening where the knife-slit had been. Now what?
Sometimes in the center you can see the edge of the next tissue, grasp it between your fingers and pull it partly out of the box.
But when you release your grip, it goes back inside the box unrestrained by the hand-sized hole in the box top.
Involuntarily expressed obscene loud words usually echoed
around in my house at that time.
At other times, I can’t find the edge of the next tissue; it’s not
to be seen inside the box. It must be against one side, seemingly
tucked under. The only alternative seems to pinch the middle of the
tissue stack. A gentle press/pinch leaves the fingers coming out
“empty handed”. More downward pressure allows grasping and pulling out the top Kleenex--- along with the next two or three--- that are
left lying on top of the box.
And you can bet the lost-tissue-caper will occur several times
more before the box becomes empty.
Now things are different for me; as I hold the Kleenex box in
one hand, I look at that warm, loving face turned toward me from the
adjacent living room chair. Then inside the tissue box I unclench my
fist that was about to go out the bottom of the box, and instead pick
the top three tissues out and lay them on top of the box, look and my
dear wife and comment something like “it’s so nice to have you here
with me”.
Food Boxes Food box tops formerly seemed to have had adverse effects on me in the past, as I learned when I inadvertently
caught a glance of myself in a mirror after I had opened a box.
Many food boxes have their two top flaps arranged one with a
tab and one with a slot. After you open the box to remove some of
the contents, you press the tab of one flap into the slot of the other to
close the top; at least that is the theory.

I found, instead, the tops on many I had looked like a baby
bird expecting about to be fed---unless you put a rubber band around
the box vertically, something you could only do on small boxes.
So what’s my problem? Well, the tab flap says “lift carefully”. I lift it as carefully as I can---and tore the flap in half because
it has been so securely glued to the other part of the top. I now have
three flaps on top of the box: the flap with the slot in it ; one half of
flap with a tab; and the other half of the tab flap that is free to hingeup and explore the upper parts of the cupboard.
Clearly, no one at the factory test-opened some boxes to see if
the box top’s glue would allow parts to be lifted without tearing.
Now, when I see a new box on the counter with the command
on its top to “lift carefully”, I instead busy myself with higher priority
demands like taking the kitchen garbage out. Usually when I get back
the box has been opened and neatly closed with the tab in the intact
slot and put away by my new wife. (I wonder how she did that?)
My new wife is an artist, musician, singer, conductor and talented in many areas. She is clearly a capable person. On the other
hand, one of my neighbors told me the other day his wife said their
car wasn’t running well and that there was water in the carburetor.
When he asked her where the car was now, she told him it was in the
lake.
And here’s a puzzle for you: Whatdaya call a dog with no
legs?
Well, it don’t matter, he ain’t gonna come anyway.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Send ARSCE your news, short stories, and poems.
You can send your information to
ARSCE News, P.O. Box 75385,
Seattle, WA. 98175-0385.
Or e-mail your news and information to
arscenews@yahoo.com
THE NEXT NEWS DEADLINE IS July 29, 2008.
(All submittals become the property of ARSCE.)
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BOOK NOTES

VOLUNTEERING

By Lorry Garratt, Library

By Bill Kruller, SPU Retiree

THE WHISTLING SEASON. By Ivan Doig
In 1909 widower Oliver Milliron is struggling to farm his remote
homestead and raise his three sons. An unusual housekeeper’s ad in a
newspaper catches his eye “Can’t cook but doesn’t bite” and he hires Rose
Llewelyn sight unseen. She arrives bringing her brainy brother Morris and
from then on everything changes. The two hide a colorful and infamous
past and as they become an unexpected adjunct to the family life takes on a
colorful and often humorous direction. The story is told many decades later
by then 13 year old Paul.
SOLDIER’ HEART: READING LITERATURE IN WAR AND
PEACE AT WEST POINT. By Elizabeth D. Samet
A civilian professor at West Point, Samet has spent ten years teaching Shakespeare’s sonnets and Emerson’s essays (as example) to the men
and women who are beginning their military careers at the Point. Their futures are uncertain but Samet offers insight into the value of literature in the
profession of soldiering. A truly splendid book enhanced by vignettes of
her students and the colleagues who become her friends.
THE COMMONER. By John Burnham Schwartz
Using many facts of contemporary history, a novel of Haruko, a
young woman of good family who marries the Crown Prince of Japan. It is
a love match but she nevertheless is hermetically sealed in the mysterious
longest running monarchy in the world. Thirty years later, now Empress
herself, she plays a crucial role in her son’s marriage to a worldly commoner. The complex relationship between the two isolated women is made
into a strong bond because only they can understand each other.
THREE CUPS OF TEA. By Greg Mortenson
In 1993 a mountaineer named Greg Mortenson failed in an attempt
to climb K-2 and, almost dead from exhaustion and injuries, he drifted into
an impoverished village in Pakistan. The inhabitants nursed him back to
health and moved by their kindness he promised to return and build them a
school. True to his promise and in spite of hardship he did return and in the
next decade built not one but 55 schools, especially for girls. An inspiring
and riveting testament to the power of the humanitarian spirit.
CHALLENGER PARK. By Stephen Harrigan
The space program and its astronauts are this story’s mesmerizing
look at the mysteries inside. It is demanding, dangerous, and very hard on
family life. Lucy and Brian Kincheloe, married with two children, are both
astronauts. Brian has flown two missions and on both has made significant
mistakes. Now it is Lucy’s turn for the coveted dream and with problems at
home and the yearlong demands of training she falls in love with Walt, the
leader of the training team. Her flight turns into an unimaginable nightmare
and if she has a safe return what awaits her on earth will not be what she
left.
LIKE A CHARM: A NOVEL TOLD IN VOICES. Ed. by Karin
Slaughter
Told in succeeding stories by some of the current most notable
mystery writers a gold charm bracelet’s journey is tracked through 16 stories and owners, from 19C Georgia through wartime Europe and then back
to Manhatten, the Mojave Desert, and finally back to Georgia. Inventive,
suspenseful, and unputdownable.
NEVER GO BACK. By Robert Goddard
In 1955 a group of RAF misfits is assigned to a special project at
remote Kilveen Castle in northern Scotland, a low key way to cope with
their rather minor offenses. Fifty years later one member of the team organizes a reunion for those still living and it is held at the castle which has been
renovated into an elegant hotel. But before the weekend begins one man
falls to his death from the train and soon another death follows. The only
connecting link among the men is the long ago project which they all agree
was boring and without merit, but then a third man dies and frightening
memories begin to emerge to haunt them.

CARDINGTON CRESCENT. By Anne Perry
A Victorian mystery featuring Charlotte and Thomas Pitt.
Charlotte is a member of London’s best society but when she weds a
working class police inspector her life changes dramatically in class
conscious England. When her sister Emily’s wealthy and privileged
husband is murdered, Emily is accused because he had become infatuated with a beautiful relative. Charlotte goes to stay with her to
offer comfort and then there is another death and startling evidence is
discovered in the unlikeliest of places.

Volunteering is part of the “retirement life” for many. I volunteer
to help count “near shore” fish around Bainbridge Island. The purpose is
to create a database of information. We cast out a net, pull it in with manual labor, and then identify, count, and measure the marine life we find in
the net.
This project is sponsored by the City of Bainbridge Island and the
Suquamish Native American Tribe. The Suquamish provide a boat and a
biologist/driver. The City provides a project manager. Generally four of us
volunteer to round out the crew.
The boat looks like a small WWII landing craft with a ramp in front
that lowers to the beach, a cargo deck, and a small cabin. Six of us can
stand up in the cabin if the weather and waves are severely adverse. The
boat is powered by two outboard motors with 200 horsepower each. We
can really plow along at a fast pace, but in big waves we are drenched with
water if sitting on the cargo deck.
The following is a memo I wrote to a fellow volunteer who was not
available for the April 18th , 2008 outing. The crew ventures out every two
weeks. Many, like me, join the crew about once a month.

I went beach seining last Friday.
Pulled in over 700 fingerling salmon at Fay Bainbridge State Park.
Mostly “pink,” some “chum.” Paul, the biologist identified them.
My eyes could barely see the difference.
Calm waters going south. Encountered and observed several humpback whales that were sort of strolling north.
Normal haul of many small marine species at Pleasant Beach.
At Eagle Harbor, which the crew had not sampled for many months,
we pulled in no fish life. However, we pulled in the equivalent of
two wheel barrels full of bottom sand that had been distributed during
the past year to cover oil spillage. It was “icky, gooey, and stinky!”
South of Bainbridge Island we hit big winds from the south. Classical big wave ride in the flat-bottomed aluminum boat – big splashes
over the bow drenching those of us on deck. Paul throttled back.
After a couple of other beach seine hauls, we stopped at Brownsville
for gas and lunch. We then set out again to find the wind roaring
from the north. It was a 180-degree shift in the wind. Netting at Battle Point was a fight with three-foot waves washing over the nets and
buckets.
Heading north to Agate Pass, Paul had all six of us get inside the
cabin because of the winds and waves that hit us head-on. Because
of our wet clothes, the windows all fogged up, adding to the thrill of a
flat-bottomed boat heading into the waves.
Landing at Fay Bainbridge State Park to end our journey, Paul tried
to keep the boat relatively stable as the rest of us tumbled out. Then
it hailed, big time!
A couple of us were in the water up to our waists -- we wore chesthigh waders with rubber boots attached – trying to help Paul back out
in a raging crosswind from the north. My thoughts were “Wouldn’t
this be a great time for a lightning strike?”
Well, no lightning. Just another great day of beach seining. Sometimes I think they should charge us a fee for having such a great time.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

“When your memory goes,
you can forget it!”
Dr. Alan Fine
Group Health Cooperative
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A Message by George Carlin,
Comedian of the 70’s and 80’s
Submitted by Joe Ralph, Engineering
The paradox of our time in
history is that we have taller
buildings but shorter tempers,
wider freeways, but narrower
viewpoints. We spend more, but
have less, we buy more, but enjoy
less. We have bigger houses and
smaller families, more
conveniences, but less time. We
have more degrees but less sense,
more knowledge, but less
judgment, more experts, yet more
problems, more medicine, but less
wellness.
We drink too much, smoke too
much, spend too recklessly, laugh
too little, drive too fast, get too
angry, stay up too late, get up
too tired, read too little, watch
TV too much, and pray too seldom.
We have multiplied our
possessions, but reduced our
values. We talk too much, love
too seldom, and hate too often.

Remember: spend more time with
your loved ones, because they are
not going to be around forever.
Remember, say a kind word to
someone who looks up to you in
awe, because that little person
soon will grow up and leave your
side.
Remember, to give a warm hug to
the one next to you, because that
is the only treasure you can give
with your heart and it doesn’t
cost a cent.
Remember, to say, “I love you” to
your partner and your loved ones,
but most of all mean it. A kiss
and an embrace will mend hurt
when it comes from deep inside of
you.
Remember to hold hands and
cherish the moment for someday
that person will not be there again.
Give time to love, give time to
speak! And give time to share the
precious thoughts in your mind.
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER:
Life is not measured by the
number of breaths we take, but
by the moments that take our
breath away.

We’ve learned how to make a
living, but not a life. We’ve
added years to life – not life to
years. We’ve been all the way to
the moon and back, but have
trouble crossing the street to
meet a new neighbor. We
conquered outer space but not
inner space. We’ve done larger
things, but not better things.
We’ve cleaned up the air, but
polluted the soul. We’ve
conquered the atom, but not our
prejudice. We write more, but
learn less. We plan more, but
accomplish less. We’ve learned to
rush, but not to wait. We build
more computers to hold more
information, to produce more
copies than ever, but we
communicate less and less.
These are the times of fast foods
and slow digestion, big men and
small character, steep profits and
shallow relationships. These are
the days of two incomes but more
divorce, fancier houses, but
broken homes. These are days of
quick trips, disposable diapers,
throwaway morality, one night
stands, overweight bodies, and
pills that do everything from
cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a
time when there is much in the
showroom window and nothing in
the stockroom. A time when
technology can bring this letter to
you, and a time when you can
choose either to share this
insight, or to just hit delete. . .

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

The View from the Buses
By John D. Love
I am happy to inform all that the gathering of retirees at Goldies on
the second Wednesday of the month is attracting more each month. The
gathering on May 14th had 15 in attendance. Several new faces showed and
all enjoyed the fellowship. Jim Cradock came over from Ellensburg, WA.
We had two officials from Local 587. It is nice to see fellows that are still
active and find out what has been happening since the rest of us retired.
I was pleased to see that the third Saturday of the month gathering
at the Elks Lodge in Burien is garnering greater attendance. The latest in
attendance is about fifty. The latest memorial from the ATU is Robert E.
Hammond and James C. Looney.
Sick List
I received word that Wayne Huston has been laid up with a stay in
St. Joseph Hospital. He had a heart valve replaced. He is at home at this
writing and he is recovering in “fast time.”
If you have news that you want to share with other retirees you can
send me a note via the land mail at 3227 S. 184 th Street, SeaTac, WA.,
98188-4955. Again, my land line is 206-242-8665 or you can e-mail me at
Dennerle1@juno.com
That’s all for now ~~
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Retired City Light Employees Association Spring Luncheon
April 29th, 2008
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Fellowship All Over Town
Water Department Office Workers luncheons are organized
by Eda Anthony. Contact Eda at (206) 932-2832 for the time and
place of their next get-together. (Spouses and others are welcome.)
Engineers Luncheon: Retired County and City Engineering
people meet for lunch quarterly at. Marie Callender’s Restaurant at
9538 First Ave. NE. Call Jim Coover at (206) 242-6011 for more
information.
City Light Line Crews & Friends Breakfast: This group
meets at Denny’s at North 155 th St. and Aurora Avenue N. on the
first Thursday of the month at 8:30 AM. Call Bud Eickstadt at (206)
362-8336 for information.

RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association)
Lunches : If you retired from City Light, you should be receiving
the Newsletter sent out at regular intervals which lists the dates and
locations of the informal luncheons and the more formal fall and
spring luncheons. For information on this contact Denis DeVries at
(425) 488-4065 or go to www.rclea.net
Retired Range Service Employees meet at Voula’s Off Shore
Cafe, 658 NE Northlake Way, Seattle, at 8:30 AM on the second
Wednesday of each month..
Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End): This group meets at
Dennys’ at 155th Street and Aurora Avenue North every Tuesday at
7:00 AM. Contact Vern Brenden at (206) 784-6907.
Transit Retirees (South End): Meet at the Burien Elks Club
located at 14006 First Ave. So. on the third Saturday of the month at
8:30 AM for breakfast. Contact Al Ramey at (206) 243-8504 or
Whitey Rickert at (206) 264-7131.

Seattle Transit Mechanics & Supervisors and All Retirees Lunch: This group meets the second Wednesday of the month
at Goldies Restaurant located at 3924 Airport Wy So. at 11 AM. Call
John Love for information at (206) 242-8665
Another Retired Transit Group: This group meets the 1st
Saturday of the month at 7:30 AM at Barley’s Restaurant located on
N. 205 th Street about 3 blocks east of Aurora Avenue No. (north side
of the street) Contact Dave Carter at (425) 673-2481.
Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD. This
group meets at 11 AM the first Monday of the month at the “Old
Country Buffet”, 4022 Factoria Square Mall, SE Bellevue, WA.
Engineering Retirees’ Lunch: Engineering Dept. Field Personnel Retirees meet the 1 st Wednesday of the month at 10 AM at the
Marie Callender Restaurant located at 9538 First Avenue NE.. Contact Roy Galloway at (206) 362-3937 for further information.
Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the Marie Callender Restaurant at 9538 First Ave.
NE. Meet at 10:30 AM for lunch. Contact Jesse Howell (206) 2825338 for further information.
Building Dept./DCLU Retirees: This group arranges lunches
and parties from time to time. Also Ann Hanes has a group of Building Dept. women who meet every other month at different locations.
She can be contacted at 242-3769.

Health Dept. Environmental Health Workers and
Spouses meet weekly every Saturday for breakfast at 7:30 AM. All
Health Dept. retirees are welcome. For information call John Nordin
at 524-7837.

ARSCE NEWS — July/August, 2008 — Page 9

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Susan Benner, Seattle Public Utilities*
Katsuko Carlson, Library
Jim Dare, Dept. of Transportation
Augusto Dela Cruz, Seattle Public Utilities
Sandra Dunkel, Seattle Public Utilities
Don Erickson, Community Development
Julia Greenlee, METRO
Claudette Konkler, Seattle Municipal Court
Jeanette Kors, Public Health
Monica Ludwig, Parks
Alan Miller, Planning & Development
Gail Nardone, Dept. of Transportation
John Rae, Building
Cristina Sanabria, Personnel
George Scott, City Light
Judith Shoshana, Law Department
Christy Tyson, Library
* An apology to Ms. Susan Benner (see above) for inadvertently
omitting her name, as a new member, in earlier issues of
ARSCE News.

In Memory
Note: Names with asterisk (*) are ARSCE Members

Lewis Ambrose, City Light
Died:
02/14/08
Agee:
97
Isaac Banks, Model Cities
Died:
02/22/08
Age:
76
Willie Clanton, Jr., METRO
Died:
04/02/08
Age:
64
Mildred Hargrave, Library
Died:
03/01/08
Age:
87

Gale Miller, Parks*
Retired: 02/89
Died:
05/01/08
Age:
81
Lucille Morin, Health*
Died:
03/06/08
Age:
95
Norman Newton, Engineering
Died:
02/24/08
Age:
79
Jennie Roletto, Beneficiary*
Died:
04/23/2008
Age:
90

Paul Jacobs, City Light
Died:
03/16/08
Age:
87

Martin Watkins, Administrative
Services
Died:
03/02/08
Age:
87

Ruth Krist, Personnel*
Retired: 10/82
Died:
02/28/08
Age:
88

Virginia Williams, Personnel*
Retired: 12/81
Died:
03/09/08
Age:
89

Donald Licht, METRO*
Retired: 12/98
Died:
02/12/08
Age:
75

Louise Willis, Library
Died:
03/12/08
Age:
94

Emily MacDonald, City Light
Died:
02/04/08
Age:
91

We Get Letters . . .
. . . and notes
Thank the members who so tirelessly worked for our COLA.
Chuck Henry, METRO
Thanks to all for the COLA and ARSCE News for keeping us posted.
You do a great job.
Myron Carr, METRO
ARSCE BOARD
I wanted to add my appreciation, regarding the cost of living increase. I was convinced that I would be long dead, before the City
would give in. It was a very long struggle, but your tenacity finally
won the battle. I can’t say thank you, LONG ENOUGH nor BIG
ENOUGH, to express how I feel.
This increase has helped many a great deal. It is especially helpful
to those who have been retired for decades. The longer one has been
retired, the more that inflation takes a monetary toll. Sadly, scores
have died, never having had the needed boost that this provides.
Most Sincerely,
All letters sent to ARSCE
become its property.
Letters may be edited.

Merle Zahler, Chandler, AZ.
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Seattle Presents . . .
Seattle Presents showcases leading Seattle-area performers
year-round either in the City Hall lobby or outdoors on the Civic
Plaza in the summer. (In the event of rain, concerts continue inside
the City Hall lobby.) These are FREE concerts usually held on the
1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month. (See known concert dates below.) The concerts begin at Noon and they are open to the public.
Brown bag lunches are welcome. City Hall is located at 600 Fourth
Avenue in downtown Seattle. See and hear the following:
July 3 – Clinton Fearon & Boogie Brown Band. Jamaican Reggae.
July 10 – Orchestra Zarabanda. Cuban Dance Orchestra
July 17 – Global Drum Masters. World Rhythms Invitational
July 24 – Michael Shrieve’s Spellbinder. Fusion Rock Jams
July 31 – Choklate. Soul Jazz & Hip Hop
Aug. 7 – Massy Ferguson. Blue-collar Alt Rock.
Aug. 14 – Century Masters of Lindy Hop & Tap. Celebrity
Swing Dance.
** Aug. 14 – Traffic Jam. (Special performance hours from 5
PM to 7 PM) Hip Hop & Spoken Word.
Aug. 21 – Cambalache. High Energy Salsa
Aug. 28 – Young Sportsmen. Indie Power Pop.
There are several parking lots located within a one-block
walking distance of entrances to City Hall, including: Sea Park Garage; Seattle Municipal Tower; Bank of America Tower; United
Parking on 4th Ave. & Cherry St.; 4th and Columbia Parking (same
block as United Parking); and Diamond Garage on 3 rd Ave. and
Cherry St.
Telephone 684-7171 for additional information. Or go
online to reach Seattle Presents at arts.culture@Seattle.gov

NOSTALGIA
(Via the Internet)
“Hey Dad,! one of my kids asked the other day, “What was
your favorite fast food when you were growing up?”
“We didn’t have fast food when I was growing up,” I informed him. “All the food was slow.”
“C’mon, seriously. Where did you eat?”
“It was a place called “at home,” I explained. “Grandma
cooked every day and when Grandpa got home from work, we sat
down together at the dining room table, and if I didn’t like what she
put on my plate, I was allowed to sit there until I did like it.”
By this time, the kid was laughing so hard I was afraid he was
going to suffer serious internal damage, so I didn’t tell him the part
about how I had to have permission to leave the table. But here are
some other things I would have told him about my childhood if I figured his system could have handled it:
Some parents NEVER owned their own house, wore Levis,
set foot on a golf course, traveled out of the country, or had a credit
card. In their later years they had something called a revolving
charge card. The card was good only at Sears Roebuck. Or maybe it
was Sears AND Roebuck. Either way, there is no Roebuck anymore.
Maybe he died.
My parents never drove me to soccer practice. This was
mostly because we never had heard of soccer. I had a bicycle that
weighed probably 50 pounds, and only had one speed, (slow). We
didn’t have a television in our house until I was 11, but my grandparents had one before that. It was, of course, black and white, but they
bought a piece of colored plastic to cover the screen. The top third
was blue, like the sky, and the bottom third was green, like grass.
The middle third was red. It was perfect for programs that had scenes
of fire trucks riding across someone’s lawn on a sunny day. Some
people had a lens taped to the front of the TV to make the picture
look larger.
I was 13 before I tasted my first pizza, it was called “pizza
pie.” When I bit into it, I burned the roof of my mouth and the
cheese slid off, swung down, plastered itself against my chin and
burned that too. It’s still the best pizza I ever had.
We didn’t have a car until I was 15. Before that, the only car
in our family was my grandfather’s Ford. He called it a “machine.”
I never had a telephone in my room. The only phone in the
house was in the living room and it was on a party line. Before you
could dial, you had to listen and make sure some people you didn’t
know weren’t already using the line.
Pizzas were not delivered to our home. But milk was.
All newspapers were delivered by boys and all boys delivered
newspapers. I delivered a newspaper, six days a week. It cost 7 cents
a paper, of which I got to keep 2 cents. I had to get up at 4 AM every
morning. On Saturday, I had to collect the 42 cents from my customers. My favorite customers were the ones who gave me 50 cents and
told me to keep the change. My least favorite customers were the
ones who seemed to never be home on collection day.
Movie stars kissed with their mouths shut. At least, they did
in the movies. Touching someone else’s tongue with yours was
called French kissing and they didn’t do that in movies. I don’t know
what they did in French movies. French movies were dirty and we
weren’t allowed to see them.
Growing up isn’t what it used to be, is it?

≈≈≈≈≈≈

JOIN ARSCE NOW. . .
(Find Membership Form on the last page of this paper.)
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OPEN ROAD
Two elderly women were out driving in a large car, both
could barely see over the dashboard. As they were cruising along,
they came to an intersection. The stoplight was red, but they just
went on through. The woman in the passenger seat thought to herself, “I must be losing it. I could have sworn we just went through a
red light.” After a few more minutes, they came to another intersection and the light was red again.
Again, they went right through. The woman in the passenger
seat was almost sure that the light had been red but was really concerned that she was losing it! She was getting nervous. At the next
intersection, sure enough, the light was red and they went on
through. So, she turned to the other woman and said, “Mildred, do
you know that we just ran through three red lights in a row? You
could have killed us both!”
Mildred turned to her and said, “Darn, am I driving?”

ANNIVERSARY
A husband was in big trouble when he forgot his wedding
anniversary. His wife told him, “Tomorrow, there had better be
something in the driveway for me that goes from zero to 200 in two
seconds flat.”
The next morning, the wife found a small package in the
driveway. She opened it and found a brand new bathroom scale.
Funeral arrangements for the husband have been set for this
coming Saturday.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Find Solution on Page 12
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TULALIP CASINO
FREE BUS TRIP
WEDNESDAY, July 23rd, 2008
BUY A $ 20. SLOT COUPON AND GET A $ 5. BONUS.
BUY LUNCH BUFFET AT THE SENIOR RATE.
We need at least 20 people (maximum of 24) on a “first
come, first served basis.”
You must sign up as a member of the Tulalip Rewards
Club, upon arrival, and use the Rewards Card while gaming.
The bus leaves the Lake City Elks parking lot (14540
Bothell Way NE) promptly at 9:00 AM and leaves the casino at 2:00 PM. $ 5. fee for Elks parking lot — north side
please.

2008 MEETING & PUBLICATION DATES
Wed. June 18.......... Luncheon Meeting (Swear-in Officers/new
Board Members)
Fri.
June 20.......... Mail ARSCE News (July/Aug Issue)
Tues.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed,
Tues.

July 29.......... News Deadline (Sept/Oct Issue)
Aug. 13.......... Executive Board Meeting
Aug. 22.......... Mail ARSCE News
Sep. 17.......... Luncheon Meeting
Sep. 23.......... News Deadline (Nov/Dec Issue)

Fri.
Wed.
Tues.
Wed.

Oct. 24.......... Mail ARSCE News (Nov/Dec Issue)
Nov. 12.......... Executive Board Meeting
Nov. 25.......... News Deadline (Jan/Feb Issue)
Dec. 3........... Annual Christmas Party

Note: Calendar is subject to change by Board approval

Advance Reservations only.
Mail your reservation slip (below) by Wednesday, July 16.
Questions: Call Joanne Kinsella @ 206-362-0902; or,
Michele Daly @ 206-283-2562
Application for Membership
The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees

NOTE: If you find you need to cancel, please telephone
quickly as we need to fill your spot. The bus will not take
the group without the 20-person minimum number.

Address Change?( ) Dues Payment?( ) Donation?( ) New Member?( )

clip here _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Name ______________________________Tel No__________________

ARSCE Tulalip Casino Trip, July 23rd Reservation

Address ____________________________________________________
City_________________________State________Zip________________

Today’s Date:___________________________________

Date Retired ____________From Dept.________Amt Encl.___________

Number Attending:_______________________________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________

Name(s): _______________________________________

Annual Dues: $ 8.00. Fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. Dues for Jan. 1 to
June 30 are $ 4.00.
=====================================================
If you wish to have your dues deducted from your July pension
check, please fill out the following section for the Retirement Office and
include it with the rest of this coupon when you send it to ARSCE.

_______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
City/ST: _______________________Zip:_____________
Phone: _________________________________________
Please mail your reservation by July 16, 2008
MAIL TO: ARSCE CASINO
P.O. Box 75385
Seattle, WA. 98175-0385

The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees Dues
Deduction Authorization
To: The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees Retirement
System:
The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle City Employees
Retirement System to deduct from my retirement, beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly established from time to time by
The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees. Until further written
notice by me to The Retirement System Office, such deduction shall be
made annually from my July allowance and shall be paid to The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA.
98175-0385.
___________________________________________________________
Name (Please print)
Department
___________________________________________________________
Signature
___________________________________________________________
Address
___________________________/____________/___________________
City
State
Zip Code

Mail to Association of Retired City Employees. P.O. Box 75385,
Seattle, WA. 98175-0385. Attn: Joanne Kinsella
Solution to puzzle found on Page 11

