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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Walt North
Let me be one of the first to ask, “Where
has the year gone?” We have just experienced one
of the driest summers in Washington history, but
fall is upon us and is bringing some much needed
rain. It will not be long before winter will be
knocking at our door. All I can say is “time flies
when you are having fun.”
If you missed the September ARSCE
luncheon, you really missed one of our best programs. The turnout was
good and the program was wonderful. Back by demand was Debbie
Dimitre, a superb storyteller. Last year, in the character of the first
bride of Seattle, Louisa Boren-Denny, Debbie told the story of pioneer
Seattle. This year, Debbie took us “Around the World with Nelly Bly.”
Dressed in the costume of the era and with a few props, she told the
story of the first investigative journalist in America, Nelly Bly. I expect
we will have Debbie back again next year. My vote for Debbie’s next
portrayal is as Eleanor Roosevelt in “A Peaceful Warrior for Human
Rights.”
Our next luncheon at the Elks Club in Lake City will be the
Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 13th. Please mark your
calendar. (See the last page of this newspaper for details.) I have
the privilege of being Santa again this year. ARSCE is always looking for door prizes for this festive luncheon and these unwrapped
door prizes can be dropped off anytime before the Christmas
luncheon at my home or at the home of the Ceccarellis’ I am at
10710 Second Ave. NW in Seattle, 98177-4808. Rich and Nancy Jo
Ceccarelli are at 9815 Roosevelt Way NE in Seattle, 98115-2239.
A dreadful thing has happened to the ARSCE Board. An icon
has retired and with his retirement goes the passing of one of ARSCE’s
best leaders. Eddie Haw has submitted his resignation to the ARSCE
Board. We will never be able to replace him. We will miss him very
much. We are grateful for all the years of service he has dedicated to
City of Seattle retirees and their families.
Now I share some good news about one of our members, Russ
Teller. Delores Teller tells me Russ is able to come home twice a week
for lunch. Keep getting stronger Russ.
Happy Thanksgiving and may your Christmas
be very merry!
Enjoy life. ~~ Walt

H

KK
ANU

AH

KWANZAA

Norm Ruggles, Executive Director
of the Seattle Retirement Office
has elected to return to “The Mile High City” of Denver.
(See Your Pension News on Page 2 and We Get Letters
on Page 5.)
Photo by Marlene Mowry
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Your Pension
News
By Mary Norris
Retired
Employee Member
Of the Seattle City
Employees
Retirement System
We have been so hopeful that once we reached our 90% funding ratio, it would continue to rise and our goal of 95% would be possible in 2006. Instead, it went down to 88.8% in July with a loss for
the quarter and a fund loss of $ 2,000,000. As of August 31st, the
funding level improved to 89.75%.
The ups and downs continue. Our Retirement System has
faced many challenges that the financial markets have presented this
year. Norm Ruggles reported that Wurts and Associates have compared us to other comparable public systems. Our investment results
were in the upper one-third when rated at one, three, and five years. A
comparison of more than one billion dollar funds ranks us in the top
half for the same periods of time. Thanks again to our management,
Investment Committee, and advisors.
Hedge Funds have surfaced as an effective investment tool in
recent years. Our investment in this market is primarily with Quellos.
This firm was recently involved in some questionable publicity which
you might have read about in the papers. Our Investment Committee
arranged an immediate meeting with Quellos representatives. After
this meeting, our Investment Committee was satisfied that there is no
illegal activity and that loop holes concerning tax shelters will be
closed. Even though our investments are not affected, we will continue to monitor Quellos closely.
We agreed with the Firefighter’s Pension Board Request that
four (4) exempt employees in their Office be allowed to enroll in our
system.
The good news is that work is being done by the Retirement
Office to determine the amount and eligibility of this year’s “13th
check.” This is a huge task that each retiree appreciates for the lift the
check gives to our holiday celebration and the end of the year.
And now, the “not good news” that Norm Ruggles, Executive
Director, has accepted a similar position with the Denver Retirement
System. I assure you that this offer has surprised him too. The decision was difficult, but aging parents, sons and their wives, and, of
course, grandchildren won out. Norm and Sue will be returning to
Denver and family. This move was official at the end of October. We
wish him every success and offer him our thanks. Norm has worked
very hard for all members and staff, but we, retirees, have occupied a
very special place. He was committed to doing his share to reach our
95% funding goal. His confidence in our success will linger on and
when we reach it, he will be among the first to know.
Our best wishes, Norm and Sue. If you are still in the area,
please come to the ARSCE Christmas Luncheon and plan future visits
when you get homesick for us and the Pacific Northwest.
And now is the time to wish each of you a VERY HAPPY
HOLIDAY SEASON FOR YOU AND YOURS AND A NEW
YEAR FULL OF GOOD NEWS OF OUR CITY, COUNTRY,
AND WORLD.

Inside this Issue
Page 3 ...........Internet Schminternet (Books)
Page 4 ...........Fellowship All Over Town
Page 5 ...........We Get Letters
Page 7 ...........Your ARSCE Organization (Last in Series)
Page 9 ...........Your 2007-09 Board of Directors
Pages 10/ll .....Just For Fun
Page 12 ........Christmas Party Reservation Form
Page 12 ........Membership Application Form
Ken Hunich is away at this time. His Ken’s Perspective column
will return next issue.

The View from the Buses
By John D. Love
TAPS

I have received word that Ralph Dark and William Jacobsen
have passed away. Ralph retired in 1982 and was 85 years old when
he passed away. Bill retired on 11/02/89 and was 78 years old when
he passed away. Both of these men were excellent operators.
Lonnie Sewell sent an e-mail to inform me that Daisy Wesselius, wife of Jim Wesselius, passed away in Louisiana. Daisy was
also an operator and trained to be a supervisor. Daisy was a quick
learner. I remember having her as a trainee and found out that you
only had to show her how to do something once. In an e-mail from
Jim Wesselius he indicates he will be staying in Minden, Louisiana.
Jim says “Hi!” to all his friends “up north”.
In memoriam, death benefits were awarded from May-June,
2006 for John G. Erikson, Arthur W. Hansen, and Todd J. Hansen by
the National Amalgamated Transit Union. I only have information
about John Erikson, he was 95 years old and he retired in 1974.
Royal C. Honnold passed away on June 9 th, 2006 and Melvin
Luther passed away on August 6 th, 2006. Royal was 88 years old and
he retired on May 1, 1975. Mel retired on September 2 nd, 1987 and
was 81 years old at his passing.
Our sympathies go out to those families who have lost loved
ones. We should remember that the survivors need support in their
time of sorrow and we should extend that support to the best of our
ability.
If you have news that you want to share, please send me a
note and I will see that it is in the next ARSCE News. Send your
news to John Love, 3227 S. 184th Street, SeaTac, WA. 98188. My
telephone number is (206) 242-8665.
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Internet Schminternet
By Jim Taylor, ARSCE Webmaster

Where can I find a good Book?
As retirees, many of us read more than ever. (Ed.note: See Book
Notes by Lorry Garratt in this newspaper.) Reading stimulates the
mind, facilitates participation in the world at large, provides a basis
for conversation with our friends, and feels good with a blanket.
Thankfully reading is still one of the most popular of all human activities, even in this day of techno babble entertainment. An internet
search using the term “book reviews” will lead one to literally thousands of sites. In this Schminternet I have attempted to identify sites
that will prove entertaining and useful in selecting from the hundreds
of thousands of books one might read.
Media Sites
The New York Times Book Review.www.nytimes.com/pages/books/.
This is the online version of arguably the most influential book reviews published in the United States. Here you will find the famous
“bestseller” lists of the “New York Times” and many, but not all, of
the article-length reviews published in the print version. Though emphasizing American publications, English-language books from
around the world are reviewed. For access to the full reviews you
must register, but it is free and worth it.

REMEMBER. . .
return your completed questionnaire
to ARSCE by the
November 15 th, 2006 deadline and
maybe win tickets to an ARSCE Luncheon.
(See the questionnaire inserted in your
September/October, 2006 ARSCE News.)
NOTE: As an alternative, you may go online to
complete the questionnaire
at www.arsce.org

In Memory
Note: Names with an asterisk (*) are ARSCE Members
Evelyn Almberg, Water
Died:
07/08/06
Age:
92

Eddie Ito, City Light*
Retired: 09/88
Died:
07/05/06
Age:
74

Charlotte Anderson, Water*
Retired: 01/77
Died:
06/26/06
Age:
89

William Jacobsen, METRO *
Retired: 10/90
Died:
06/21/06
Age:
78

Lois Bray, Water*
Retired: 05/77
Died:
07/23/06
Age:
80

Melvin Luther, Transit*
Retired: 09/87
Died:
09/01/06
Age:
81

Jerry Coupens, Parks*
Retired: 03/86
Died:
08/26/06
Age:
83

Roger Neill, City Light
Died:
06/06/06
Age:
70

Bookseller sites
Barnes & Noble (www.bn.com) amazon.com (www.amazon.com) and
Borders (www.borders.com) all offer reviews. These reviews are
linked to individual titles and typically include excerpts from reviews
in the media, such as Publisher’s Weekly or The New Yorker and often reviews posted by folks like us who have read the book and have
opinions. This is a convenient way to find reviews of books that are
not current booksellers, perhaps even a classic that you’ve always
wondered about. And, of course, it is convenient to purchase the item
as well.

Ralph Dark, METRO Transit*
Retired: 11/82
Died:
06/10/06
Age:
85

Corbett Nelson, City Light
Died:
06/30/06
Age
94

Charlotte DiJulio, Treasury
Died:
07/11/06
Age:
93

Joshua Rosario, City Light
Died:
06/04/06
Age:
66

A portal site

Edward Folsom, Health*
Retired: 05/78
Died:
06/01/06
Age:
90

The Times (London) Literary Supplement tls.timesonline.co.uk/ .The
TLS may be the most influential book review publication in the world.
The print version is a weekly supplement to “The London Times”.
Reviews are generally shorter than those in the New York Times
Book Review, but are just as serious in nature. The scope is broader,
with many publications from lands other than the UK or USA, and a
number in languages other than English. If you are interested in
points of view other than American, try this site.
New York Review of Books www.nybooks.com/ Each extensive review in this print publication, often by authors famous in their own
right, such as Jonathan Raban and Joan Didion, is a bibliographic essay – an article about several current books concerned with a common
theme. This might be ecology, religious extremism, the Bush administration, space exploration – you name it. If you don’t have time to
read the books, these essays offer a rewarding reading experience in
themselves.

ReviewsofBooks.com www.reviewsofbooks.com/ Per the website:
“What we've attempted to accomplish here is to collect book reviews
from major online media sites that are available without having to register at a site or pay to read them. We're not interested in just a short
blurb or small section of someone else's review. We try to find fulllength reviews of books that help the reader gather the information
they seek to determine if the book is worth their money or not.” The
result is a sampling mostly from major U.S. newspapers, including the
Seattle Times. The reviews are accessed by links to the originating
websites.
There you have it. Now curl up by the fire, maybe with a fine brandy,
and read, read, read!
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Parks Retirees News
By Pat Coupens
I am starting my column with a sad note this time. I lost my
dear husband, Jerry Coupens, on August 26. I am so glad he passed
away at home with me standing besides him. Funeral services were
held August 31st at Assumption Catholic Church. Internment is at
Holyrood Cemetery where military graveside rites were conducted.
Jerry and I met in high school our senior year in Columbus,
NE with graduation in 1942. Jerry enlisted in the Navy in February,
1943 and when he came home on leave, we were married on August
7th , 1945. We celebrated our 61st anniversary this year. When Jerry
was discharged from the service in November, 1945, we decided to
make Seattle our home. Jerry worked for the Seattle Parks Department for 28 years, retiring in 1986.
Jerry and I did a lot of traveling and he especially enjoyed going to his ship reunions and seeing his former shipmates. He also
looked forward to Kihei, Maui with the ARSCE group every November. We also did a lot of square dancing.
He is also survived by our daughter, Sharon and son-in-law,
Dennis Olsen of Bellevue; one grandson, Kris Johnson and his wife,
Rebecca, and great granddaughter, Riley Johnson, of Phoenix, AZ;
one sister, Elizabeth O’Leary of Milwaukee, OR; and three stepgrandchildren.
Jerry would have been pleased to see so many of his coworkers and square dance friends, along with our other friends, at the
services. My thanks to everyone who attended the service and to
people who sent cards.
OTHER NEWS
Russ Bean received notice to serve on jury duty starting Octond
ber 2 . This is the second time, in less than a year, he has received
notice.
Bob Gill drove to Reno for a one week vacation. Good luck,
Bob.

Debbie Skaw and her father went on a cruise to Prince Rupert,
October 9 th – 13th.
Alan Hovland’s daughter, Sarah, who attends Gonzaga Law
School in Spokane, spent five weeks in Europe attending a SW Law
School Abroad in London. While there, she traveled to Paris, Amsterdam, and Brussels. She flew to Venice and took a train to Florence, Rome, and Pompeii. What a wonderful experience for her.
Congratulations to Jesse & Liz Howell who celebrated their
th
60 wedding anniversary on August 6th.
We had a large group at the September luncheon. We were
glad to see Coy Skinner and Oscar Bray and Clarice Yeager there.
Thanks to Jesse Howell for giving Clarice a ride there.
We were saddened to hear that Oscar Bray lost his wife in
June. Our sympathy to you and your family Oscar.
≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Jerry and Pat Coupens

Fellowship All Over Town
Water Department Office Workers luncheons are organized
by Eda Anthony. Contact Eda at (206) 932-2832 for the time and
place of their next get-together. (Spouses and others are welcome.)
Engineers Luncheon: Retired County and City Engineering
people met for lunch quarterly at the Lake City Elks, at NE 145th
Street and Bothell Way Northeast. Call Jim Coover at (206) 2426011 for more information.
City Light Line Crews & Friends Breakfast: This group
meets at Denny’s at North 155 th St. and Aurora Avenue N. on the
first Thursday of the month at 8:30 AM. Call Bud Eickstadt at (206)
362-8336 for information.

RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association)
Lunches : If you retired from City Light, you should be receiving
the Newsletter sent out at regular intervals which lists the dates and
locations of the informal luncheons and the more formal fall and
spring luncheons. For information on this contact Albert Larsen at
(206) 525-6682 or go to www.rclea.net
Retired Range Service Employees meet at Voula’s Off Shore
Cafe, 658 NE Northlake Way, Seattle, at 8:30 AM on the second
Wednesday of each month..
Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End): This group meets at
Dennys’ at 155th Street and Aurora Avenue North every Tuesday at
7:00 AM. Contact Vern Brenden at (206) 784-6907.
Transit Retirees (South End): Meet at the Denny’s located in
Burien at 1 st Ave. South and S. 148th Street on the third Saturday of
the month at 8:00 AM for breakfast. Contact Al Ramey at (206) 2438504 or Whitey Rickert at (206) 264-7131.
Traffic Engineers: This group meets on the third Wednesday of
the month at North 87th Street and Aurora Avenue North.

Seattle Transit Mechanics & Supervisors and All Retirees Lunch: This group meets the second Wednesday of the month
at 11 AM at Andy’s Diner on 4 th Ave. So. Call John Love for information at (206) 242-8665

Another Retired Transit Group: This group meets the
1st Saturday of the month at 7:30 AM. The place is the Colonial Pantry located at 9627 Firdale Ave. in Edmonds. Just follow the County
line (N. 205 th St) westbound to 3 rd Ave. NW. Contact Dave Carter at
(425) 673-2481.
Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD. This
group meets at 11 AM the first Monday of the month at the “Old
Country Buffet”, 4022 Factoria Square Mall, SE Bellevue, WA.
Engineering Retirees’ Lunch: Engineering Dept. Field Personnel Retirees meet the 1 st Wednesday of the month at 10 AM at the
Marie Callander Restaurant located at 9538 First Ave. NE. Contact
Roy Galloway at (206) 362-3937 for further information.
Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the Marie Callander Restaurant at 9538 First Ave.
NE. Doors open at 11:00 AM. Contact Jesse Howell (206) 282-5338
for further information.
Building Dept./DCLU Retirees: This group arranges lunches
and parties from time to time. Also Ann Hanes has a group of Building Dept. women who meet every other month at different locations.
She can be contacted at 242-3769.

Health Dept. Environmental Health Workers and
Spouses meet weekly every Saturday for breakfast at 7:30 AM. All
Health Dept. retirees are welcome. For information call John Nordin
at 524-7837.
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BOOK NOTES
By Lorry Garratt, Library
WHITEOUT. By Ken Follett
A Christmas blizzard whips out of northern England and
provides a major complication in a deadly race to save a virus from
the hands of terrorists. A Scottish medical research firm is the target of three violent thugs who have the canister containing the drug.
The company’s director has everything riding on its success, his
children have their eyes on the money it will bring, the female security officer is betting her career on getting it back, and in a startling
and violent confrontation the true nature of the drug’s intended use
by the buyer is the ultimate shock.
THE LAST GOOD DAY. By Peter Blauner
Blauner’s thrillers are all exceptional and this tale does not
disappoint. Lynn Schullman has moved back to her childhood
home of Riverside, N.Y., certain that her lawyer husband Barry and
their family will find happiness in this wealthy community. But the
shocking discovery of a headless body that turns out to be her close
friend and the detective working the case is her ex-boyfriend who is
determined to destroy her marriage. The anticipated perfect life
becomes a nightmare.
MURDER ON THE YUKON QUEST. By Sue Henry
The author’s Alaska based mysteries all have an authentic
sense of place accompanying fast moving action. The Yukon Quest
is an Iditarod type 1000 mile sled race beginning in Canada and
ending in Alaska. Jesse has run many of these races but this time
the kidnapping of a novice racer adds a deadly element and time is
always of the essence in the frozen north. A wealth of fascinating
details about this sport and regular quotes from Jack London’s
splendid writings make this murder mystery a fine read.
BAKER TOWERS. By Jennifer Haigh
Bakerton, Pennsylvania is a coal mining town and the mines
offer a good living, solid family values, and various ethnic communities. The five Novak children come of age during WWII and all
go their separate ways. However they all eventually come back to
Bakerton, clinging to the values they grew up with even as life is
changing and America’s industrial past along with it. A family saga
portrayed with extraordinary power and skill.
ANYPLACE I HANG MY HAT. By Susan Isaacs
Once again Isaacs has produced a fast moving, never dull
story of warmth, humor, and poignancy. Amy Lincoln, a successful
journalist with a prestigious magazine, is inspired to track down her
mother who abandoned her as an infant. Raised by a zany grandmother who was an enthusiastic shoplifter she also had the love of
her father, a petty crook who mostly spent his life behind bars. As
an adult she has a lover who is everything she wants if only he can
get past the baggage she carries from her untypical background.
THE MARCH. By E.L. Doctorow
The prize winning author has again taken on a new genre in
an hypnotic depiction of Sherman’s march through Georgia to the
sea, burning Atlanta on the way. This is less about military maneuvers than getting deep inside the pillage, cruelty, and destruction but
also the care and generosity and often love of those in its wake as a
population of uprooted field blacks and white refugees follow the
army.
SAVING FISH FROM DROWNING. By Amy Tan
Based on an actual event in which eleven American tourists
disappear while on an early morning sunrise cruise in Burma. Amy
Tan has woven a mystical tale of foreign culture intertwined with a
diverse group of travelers. Each is profiled in various parts of the
book but in her usual unique fashion, Tan has inserted a 12 th member and it is she who is the narrator although she was mysteriously
murdered before the trip began and is in fact dead throughout the
story.
FLASH POINT. By James W. Huston
Can the U.S. declare war on a single terrorist and his followers? That is the explosive spine tingling premise that Huston sug-

BOOK NOTES continued
gests. Stan Woods an F-14 pilot aboard a carrier, is enraged when his
roommate is killed in an apparent terrorist attack in Israel. Defying
U.S. policy and military history he takes on the cause and eventually
the awesome power of the Navy is released to exact revenge. In this
genre it is an unputdownable read.
BIRDS-EYE VIEW. By J.F. Freedman
Suspense, tension, and dark secrets emerge as Professor Fritz
Tallis returns to his family’s estate in southern Maryland after an ill
advised affair with the wrong woman. He refurbishes a former sharecropper’s shack and spends his time fishing and photographing the
abundant bird life. But one early dawn his telephoto lens records a
plane across the bay and the murder of one of the occupants. Determined to stand clear of any involvement, Fritz is unable to stay aloof
when he learns the identity of the victim and then more deaths follow
including someone near and dear to him.

We Get Letters . . .
October 11, 2006
Dear ARSCE Friends:
Some of you know I will soon be leaving Seattle to become
Executive Director of the Denver Public Schools Retirement System.
My wife (Susan) and I are from Denver, and our sons and the rest of
our family live there, so this is a great opportunity for us to go back
and be closer to them.
Before leaving, I want to tell the good people of ARSCE how
much I have enjoyed working for you, and with you. You are a
wonderful group and ARSCE is a first class organization in every
way. It has been a true privilege for me to get to know so many ARSCE members. I appreciate the interest you have shown in the Retirement System and the good will you have shown to the Retirement
Board, office staff and me.
The dedication and professionalism of the ARSCE leadership
is impressive. You are well-represented by Retirement Board member Mary Norris and ARSCE President Walt North, both of whom
faithfully and conscientiously attend the monthly Retirement Board
meetings. Along with Mary and Walt, other City retirees also regularly representing ARSCE at these meetings are Ken Leask, Bill Farrell, Ken Hunich and Jim Coover. All of these representatives, as
well as many other ARSCE members, are to be commended for following the complex business of the Retirement System.
I also want to say that as soon as I arrived here over six years
ago as Executive Director, I received very helpful advice, support
and friendship from ARSCE members Jim Fletcher, Russ Teller and
Eddie Haw, and I won’t forget that. I’m sorry I don’t have space
here to mention all of the other fantastic retirees and ARSCE members I’ve had the opportunity to get to know.
It’s been an honor to serve the fine members of ARSCE and
the retirees of the City of Seattle. Thank you for everything, and
may God bless each of you.
Sincerely,
Norm Ruggles

Page 6 — ARSCE NEWS — November/December, 2006

60 Year CELEBRATION

Seattle Presents . . .
The Mayor’s Office of Arts and Cultural Affairs presents
FREE concerts at City Hall on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each
month. The concerts begin at Noon and they are open to the public.
Brown bags are welcome! Wintertime concerts are held inside the
building lobby or in a specified location inside City Hall. City Hall
is located at 600 Fourth Avenue in downtown Seattle. See and hear
the following:
nd

November 2 – Victor Noriega performs in the Bertha Knight Landes Room. The pianist is joined by bassist Willie Blair for a demonstration about Noriega’s latest CD. Featured are arrangements of
Filipino songs treated with a contemporary perspective. This performance is presented in partnership with Earshot Jazz Festival.
November 16th – Amy Rubin & Tom Swafford take the stage in
the Bertha Knight Landes Room. This musical duo will present a
program of Piazzolla tangos. Their music is melodic, rhythmic, and
dramatic.
For additional information and for a look at proposed holiday
presentations this December, 2006, telephone the Office at 206-6847171. Or, you may e-mail the Office at arts.culture@seattle.gov

Recently, Chuck Evans (1983 City Light retiree) and his wife
Maddy celebrated 60 years of marriage. Chuck and Maddy were
married in Cody, Wyoming and from that union came seven children, eleven grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren.
Friends and family met to honor them. A highlight of this
gathering was the reading of a proclamation signed by the Mayor of
the City of Bothell, Mark Lamb, proclaiming their wedding day, August 13th, 2006, to be “CHUCK AND MADDY EVANS DAY”.
The proclamation also recognized Maddy’s contributions to the
White Center community and Chuck’s military service and years
spent at Seattle City Light.

Golden
Contributions
Robert Baker, Transit
Ruby Davidson, Beneficiary
Charles Evans, City Light
Thomas Halter, City Light
Chuck Henry, METRO
Wilber Hughes, Transit
Pam Miller, Seattle Public Utilities
Marion Parker, Library
Jerry Robertson, Administrative Services
Clare Short, Health
Alice Wilde, Engineering
Larry Weisgerber, Dept. of Transportation

MEMORIALS
Old Timers Luncheon Group
MTD/DAS/ESD
By Jerry Robertson
The Old Timers Luncheon Group continues to meet the first
Monday of each month at the “Old Country Buffet,” 4022 Factoria
Square Mall, S.E. Bellevue, WA at 11:00 AM. Remember to mark
your calendar for luncheon dates November 6 and December 4 as the
lunch dates for the rest of the year.
Our June and July luncheons had fewer in attendance than
usual. I believe a lot of summer plans kept a lot of the folks away.
John Wong attended our June luncheon. It was really great to see
him and we all look forward to seeing you each month John.
Nort Wascher was the only one of the group with a birthday
in July. August birthdays included Dave Cook, Hazel Mertz, Steve
Mertz and Toshi Okamoto. September birthdays included Ramey
Duchscherer, Bernie Johanson, Miriam Lucas, George McDonald,
Shirley Schattenkerk, Bob Sestak, Nancy Smith, and Lillian Yamamoto. A very Happy Birthday to all of them.
My wife, Terry Robertson, and I were on an Alaskan Cruise at
the time of the September lunch. We had a great time on the cruise
and had wonderful weather, sunshine every day. We had the opportunity to take the train ride in Skagway on the White Pass and Yukon
narrow gauge railroad. Great scenery along the way on that trip.
Again, let me remind all of you that have retired from our department to join us for some fellowship at our monthly luncheons.
All of you remember to keep the first Monday of each
month in mind and join us for lunch.

Eda Anthony, Water
In memory of Lois Bray, Water
John Attebery, Library
In memory of Robert Murray, Library
Mary & Joe Norris, City Light
In memory of David Pennell, City Light

“Everything we do in our lives
is either
constructive or destructive.”

author unknown
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You’re Invited!
ARSCE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

WANTED . . .
someone interested in a fun, part-time job opportunity. Would you be interested in learning how to
put the ARSCE News together? If you have computer
skills, familiarity with Microsoft Office software (or its
Publisher feature) and a little “time on your hands,”
you can learn to compile and edit the ARSCE News.
Once familiar and experienced with “putting the
paper to bed” you could become the next Editor of the
paper. If this opportunity appeals to you, contact Jim
Taylor at webmaster@arsce.org There is a small remuneration for each paper published.

Wednesday, December 13th, 2006

Send in your reservation for the annual ARSCE Christmas
Party. (See the last page of this newspaper.) It is the holiday season
already! Not in the mood? There will be good food, lively music,
great fellowship, and lots of prizes. You won’t want to miss this, our
biggest, best get-together of the year.
Entertainment will be provided by the Bonnie Birch Duo.
Bonnie has an extensive musical background. She has studied with
notable teachers, she has performed in many venues, and says she
desires to see the accordion receive its rightful “position of respect”
among other established musical instruments.
If you have never heard Bonnie, you are in for a treat. If you
have heard her before, you’ll enjoy hearing her again, along with the
guitarist, Nick Heiting, who sings and accompanies her. Lively music, great food and two menu choices this year -- turkey or ham -ensure a. fabulous party, complete with socializing and lots of prizes.
Starting the party on a festive note, Suzi Jacobs Higgins, Enchanted Strings, will play the harp during our social hour.
By the way, if you wish to contribute a gift to be offered as a
prize at this event, please see OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by
Walt North for details.

DON’T BE A “STAY AT HOME.” Time is
passing! See you there!

Your ARSCE Organization
The Review (Part 8 of 8)
For the past seven issues of this newspaper, you have been
introduced to the organization established and designed to: be your
eyes for protecting your financial interests; speak on your behalf;
keep us together as a group; and provide entertainment avenues. The
reason for these articles was to tell you about the group to which you
belong. This organization, your organization, is ARSCE, the Association of Retired Seattle City Employees.
Our retiree members include laborers, journeymen, shop
stewards, supervisors, foremen, attorneys, appointed department
heads, administrators, clerks, assistants, former elected officials, associates -- associates include City of Seattle employees who are still
working, et al. ARSCE embraces this diversity. ARSCE brings together City of Seattle retirees from every City department and office.
This includes retirees who may now be considered King County employees like METRO retirees (once Seattle Transit) and Health Department employees. The beneficiaries of retirees who have passed
away are welcomed.
On behalf of all Seattle City retirees, ARSCE acts to provide
one uniform voice. Your organization provides all retirees an opportunity to meet, eat, play, and learn. (ARSCE always invites its members to bring family and friends to events.) Your Executive Board
meets on a regular basis to discuss the needs of all City retirees.
(These meetings are open to you.) Past and current members fought
hard to win some of the benefits we enjoy today.
Over the past few months we have written about various ARSCE Committees that address the issues retirees may encounter. Of
particular interest to most will be the Health, Insurance, Pension and
Legislative Committee; the Meetings and Entertainment Committee;
and the Communications Committee. Committees formed to ensure
ARSCE’s smooth operating process include the ARSCE Audit Committee, the Elections Committee, and the Finance and Budget Committee.
This series of articles was written to reacquaint you with
what is available to you: an opportunity for a continued connection
to your former co-workers; participation in fun social gatherings; a
voice when and where there is need for change; and your chance to
make a difference. As an ARSCE member, you can bring your expertise to the table. Again, every City retiree is welcome to join us,
bar none. Repeating, your family members may join as associates if
they wish and current, active employees may join as associates also.
ARSCE invites your active participation.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Clifford Akau, Seattle Public Utilities
Phillip Alger, Parks
Sharon Alger, Parks
Carmelo Azurin, City Light
Barbara Braun, Human Services
Dorothy Church, City Light
Steve Church, City Light
Robert Clausen, Seattle Center
Michele Crabtree, Office of Housing
Allen Foss, Parks
Neomi Gross, Municipal Court
Glenn Huff, City Light
Chris Luboff, Seattle Public Utilities
Michelle Randall, Dept. of Neighborhoods
Kerin Steele, Law
Bill Warmouth, Dept. of Transportation
Dan Watson, Executive Services
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Subject: a $2 bill?

Me: "What on earth for?"
Manager: "Please, sir."

Many of today’s youth are terribly challenged without a computer to
tell them what to do!! The story is funny. Lack of education is not
funny! But, how many youth have seen a $2 bill?
On my way home from work, I stopped at a restaurant for a quick bite
to eat. In my billfold are a $50 bill and a $2 bill. I figure that with a $2
bill, I can get something to eat and not have to worry about anyone
getting irritated at me for trying to break a $50 bill.

Me: "Uh, go ahead, call them."
Manager: "Would you please just leave?"
Me: "No."
Manager: "Fine -- have it your way then."

Me: "Hi, I'd like one seven-layer burrito please, to go."

Me: "No, it's to go." At this point, I open my billfold and hand him the
$2 bill. He looks at it kind of funny.

Me: "Hey, that's Burger King, isn't it?"
At this point, he backs away from me and calls mall security on the
phone around the corner. I have two people staring at me from the
dining area, and I begin laughing out loud, just for effect. A few minutes later this 45-year-oldish guy comes in.

Server: "Uh, hang on a sec, I'll be right back."

Guard: "Yeah, Mike, what's up?"

He goes to talk to his manager, who is still within my earshot.

Manager (whispering): "This guy is trying to give me some (pause)
funny money."

Server: "That'll be $1.04. Eat in?"

The following conversation occurs between the two of them: Server:
"Hey, you ever see a $2 bill?"

Guard: "No kidding! What?"

Manager: "No. A what?"

Manager: "Get this ... a two dollar bill."

Server: "A $2 bill. This guy just gave it to me."

Guard (incredulous): "Why would a guy fake a two dollar bill?"

Manager: "Ask for something else. There's no such thing as a $2 bill."

Manager: "I don't know. He's kinda weird. He says the only other
thing he has is a fifty."

Server: "Yeah, thought so"
He comes back to me and says, "We don't take these. Do you have
anything else?"

Guard: "Oh, so the fifty's fake!"
Manager: "No, the two dollar bill is."

Me: "Just this fifty. You don't take $2 bills? Why?"
Guard: "Why would he fake a two dollar bill?"
Server: "I don't know."
Me: "See here where it says legal tender?"

Manager: "I don't know! Can you talk to him, and get him out of
here?"

Server: "Yeah."

Guard: "Yeah."

Me: "So, why won't you take it?"

Security Guard walks over to me and......

Server: "Well, hang on a sec."
He goes back to his manager, who has been watching me like I'm a
shoplifter, and says to him, "He says I have to take it."

Guard: "Mike here tells me you have some fake bills you're trying to
use"

Manager: "Doesn't he have anything else?"
Server: "Yeah, a fifty. I'll get it and you can open the safe and get
change "
Manager: "I'm not opening the safe with him in here."
Server: "What should I do?"
Manager: "Tell him to come back later when he has real money."
Server: "I can't tell him that! You tell him."

Me: "Uh, no."
Guard: "Lemme see “em."
Me: "Why?"
Guard: "Do you want me to get the cops in here?"
At this point I am ready to say, "Sure, please!" but I want to eat, so I
say "I'm just trying to buy a burrito and pay for it with this two dollar
bill.
I put the bill up near his face, and he flinches like I'm taking a swing
at him. He takes the bill, turns it over a few times in his hands, and
says, "Hey, Mike, what's wrong with this bill?"

Manager: "Just tell him."
Server: "No way! This is weird. I'm going in back."
The manager approaches me and says, "I'm sorry, but we don't take
big bills this time of night."

Manager: "It's fake."
Guard: "It doesn't look fake to me."
Manager: "But it's a two dollar bill."

Me: "It's only seven o'clock! Well then, here's a two dollar bill."

Guard: "Yeah?"

Manager: "We don't take those, either."
Manager: "Well, there's no such thing, is there?"
Me: "Why not?"
Manager: "I think you know why."
Me: "No really, tell me why."
Manager: "Please leave before I call mall security."
Me: "Excuse me?"
Manager: "Please leave before I call mall security."

The security guard and I both look at him like he's an idiot and it
dawns on the guy that he has no clue.
So, it turns out that my burrito was free, and he threw in a small drink
and some of those cinnamon thingies, too.
Made me want to get a whole stack of two dollar bills just to see what
happens when I try to buy stuff. If I got the right group of people, I
could probably end up in jail. You get free food there, too!
HELP US! These kids are tomorrow's leaders?
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NOSTALGIA. . .

Another Goody For The
Oldtimers (from the internet)
My Mom used to cut chicken, chop eggs and spread mayo on the
same cutting board with the same knife and no bleach, but we didn't
seem to get food poisoning.
My Mom used to defrost hamburger on the counter AND I used to
eat it raw sometimes, too. Our school sandwiches were wrapped in
wax paper in a brown paper bag, not in ice pack coolers, but I can't
remember getting ecoli.
Al most all of us would have rather gone swimming in the lake instead of a pristine pool (talk about boring), no beach closures then.
The term cell phone would have conjured up a phone in a jail cell,
and a pager was the school PA system.
We all took gym, not PE... and risked permanent injury with a pair of
high top Ked's (only worn in gym) instead of having cross-training
athletic shoes with air cushion soles and built in light reflectors. I
can't recall any injuries but they must have happened because they
tell us how much safer we are now..

2007—2009

ARSCE Board of Directors
Eda Anthony (Water) 2009
Joan Boas (Health) 2007
Nancy Jo Ceccarelli, Treasurer (Treasurer ) 2008
Rich Ceccarelli (Treasurer) 2008
Bill Farrell (Retirement) 2009
Donna Fisher (Light) 2007
Barbara Graham (Engineering) 2007
Robert N. Graham, Vice President (Engineering) 2008
Sharon Howell. (Engineering) 2007
Ken Hunich (Light) 2009
Joanne Kinsella, Financial Secretary (Public Utilities) 2009
Bill Kruller (Public Utilities) 2008
Kenneth Leask (Engineering) 2008
Tom McArthur (Light) 2007
Marlene Mowry, Recording Sec’y (Housing & Human Svcs.) 2008
Walt North President (Engineering) 2008
Robert Sugden (Light) 2009
Jim Taylor, Webmaster (Information/Technology) 2009

Alternate Board Members
Ronald Boehm (Public Utilities)
Vernon Connally (Public Utilities)
Al Larsen (Light)

ARSCE Board Assistants/Contributors
Jim Coover, Consultant (Engineering)
Judith Flemings, Interim Editor (Human Resources)
Mary Norris, Retiree Representative/Retirement Board. (Light)
Patricia Coupens
Lorry Garratt
John Love
Jerry Robertson

Flunking gym was not an option...even for stupid kids! I guess PE
must be much harder than gym.
Speaking of school , we all sang the national anthem, and staying in
detention after school caught all sorts of negative attention.
We must have had horribly damaged psyches. What an archaic health
system we had then. Remember school nurses? Ours wore a hat and
everything.
I thought that I was supposed to accomplish something before I was
allowed to be proud of myself.
I just can't recall how bored we were without computers, Play Station, Nintendo, X-box or 270 digital TV cable stations.
Oh yeah... and where was the Benadryl and sterilization kit when I
got that bee sting? I could have been killed!
We played 'king of the hill' on piles of gravel left on vacant construction sites, and when we got hurt, Mom pulled out the 48-cent bottle
of Mercurochrome (kids liked it better because it didn't sting like iodine did) and then we got our butt spanked.
Now it's a trip to the emergency room, followed by a 10-day dose of
a $49 bottle of antibiotics, and then Mom calls the attorney to sue the
contractor for leaving a horribly vicious pile of gravel where it was
such a threat.
We didn't act up at the neighbor's house either because if we did, we
got our butt spanked there and then we got butt spanked again when
we got home.
I recall Donny Reynolds from next door coming over and doing his
tricks on the front stoop, just before he fell off. Little did his Mom
know that she could have owned our house. Instead, she picked him
up and swatted him for being such a goof. It was a neighborhood run
amuck.
To top it off, not a single person I knew had ever been told that they
were from a dysfunctional family. How could we possibly have
known that?
We needed to get into group therapy and anger management classes?
We were obviously so duped by so many societal ills, that we didn't
even notice that the entire country wasn't taking Prozac! How did we
ever survive?
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The Ladies from Chicago!
(See answers below)

This is a detective story
So Pay Close Attention!!!
Three elderly ladies are excited about seeing their first baseball
game.
They smuggle a bottle of
into the ball park.
The game is real exciting
and they are enjoying themselves immensely...
mixing the Jack Daniel's with soft drinks.
Soon they realize that the bottle is almost gone and the game has
a lot of innings to go.
Based on the given information, what inning is it and how many
players are on base?

Think!
Think some more!!
You're gonna love it .

ANSWER:

It’s the bottom of the fifth and the bags are
loaded!

JUMBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS
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The Bathtub Test

It doesn’t hurt to take a hard look
at yourself from time to time and
this should help you get started.

(See answer below)

During a visit to the mental asylum, a visitor asked the Director
what the criterion was which defined whether or not a patient
should be institutionalized.
“Well,” said the Director, “we fill
up a bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup, and a bucket to
the patient and ask him or her to
empty the bathtub.”
“Oh, I understand,” said the visitor.
“A normal person would use the
bucket because it’s bigger than the
spoon or the teacup.”
“No,” said the Director, “A normal
person would pull the plug”. Do
you want a bed near the window?

≈≈≈

Happy Holidays
from your
ARSCE Board of
Directors

Answer to above puzzle
Never let a fool kiss you or a kiss fool you.
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Your Annual
HOLIDAY BASH!
(ARSCE Christmas Party)
Wednesday, December 13th, 2006
At the Lake City Elks Club
14540 Bothell Way NE
COST: $ 17.00 Per Person
Reservations by Tuesday, December 5th, 2006
(Cancellations no later than 48 hours prior to the
luncheon. Cancellation questions? Call
Joanne Kinsella at (206) 362-0902)
11AM to Noon: Social hour music by
Harpist Suzi Jacobs Higgins
“Enchanted Strings”
Lunch begins at Noon
ENTERTAINMENT by the Bonnie Birch Duo
and SANTA makes an appearance.
Please mail your check or money order
with the completed coupon below

MEETING & PUBLICATION DATES
2006/2007
Tues. Sep. 26.......... News Deadline (Nov/Dec Issue)
Fri.
Oct. 27...........Mail ARSCE News (Nov/Dec Issue)
Wed. Nov. 8.......... Executive Board Meeting at the Greenwood
Library, 8016 Greenwood Avenue No. at
10:15 AM. (parking beneath the building)
Tues. Nov. 28.......... News Deadline (Jan/Feb 2007 Issue)
Wed. Dec. 13......... Annual Christmas Party
Tues. Jan. 2
Mail ARSCE News (Jan/Feb Issue)
Wed. Jan. 10
ARSCE Executive Board Meeting
Fri.
Jan. 26
News Deadline (Mar/April Issue)
Fri.

Feb. 16

Insert Ballots/Mail ARSCE News (Mar/Apr)

Note: Calendar is subject to change by Board approval

 ========================
NAME(S) _____________________________________
______________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________

Application for Membership
The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Address Change? ( ) Dues Payment? ( )Donation? ( ) New Member? ( )

CITY/STATE ______________________ZIP _________
PHONE ____________________DONATION $ ______
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ _____________
LUNCHEON CHOICE (dessert included):
# Attending

MAIL TO:

MENU CHOICE

Name______________________________Phone No. _________________

Address ____________________________________________________
City __________________________ State _______Zip Code _________
Date Retired __________From Dept. ___________Amt Enc: $ _______

Turkey Dinner with “the trimmings”

E-Mail Address _________________________________________

Ham w/red potatoes & vegetable

Annual Dues: $ 8.00. Fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. Dues for Jan.1
to June 30 are $ 4.00.

ARSCE CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
P.O. BOX 75385
SEATTLE, WA. 98175-0385

PLEASE MAIL YOUR RESERVATION AS EARLY AS
POSSIBLE. Thank you!

========================================
If you wish to have your dues deducted from your July pension
check, please fill out the following for the Retirement Office and include it with the rest of this coupon when you send it to ARSCE.

The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees Dues
Deduction Authorization
To:
The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees
Retirement System:
The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle City
Employees Retirement System to deduct from my retirement, beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly established
from time to time by the Association of Retired Seattle City Employees. Until further written notice by me to The Retirement System
Office, such deduction shall be made annually from my July allowance and shall be paid to The Association of Retired Seattle
City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA. 98175-0385.
_______________________________________________________
Name (Please print)
Department
_______________________________________________________
Signature
_______________________________________________________
Address
_________________________/___________/__________________
City
State
Zip Code
Mail to Association of Retired City Employees. P.O. Box 75385,
Seattle, WA. 98175-0385. Attn: Joanne Kinsella

