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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I

am thoroughly enjoying the terrific fall-autumn season we are
experiencing! Not only does it seem like an extended summer, it
makes me forget about the really cool and damp spring. Of
course families with kids in school cannot take advantage of the
weather the way us seniors are able to do – but that’s one of the perks
of all those years working and now being able to enjoy all the seasons.
I do recall all those years working for a scant two weeks off a year and
never having enough discretionary time. In this season of my life I
revel in the freedom and the opportunities available each day.
And here we are in the election season. There are so many local issues, public projects, national and local leadership decisions, and
funding requests drawing our attention and discussion. The voting
bloc of seniors and retirees grows each year and there is no doubt we
have a major impact on the decisions to be made. ARSCE currently
does not endorse candidates even for local elections since we are classified as an “educational non-profit” by the IRS and do not want to
jeopardize that status. But, we do encourage everyone to exercise your
voting power in the coming election. I will be greatly relieved to have
an end to the obnoxious ads from both sides on issues and candidates
that distort and mislead – and downright lie.
The holiday season will arrive quickly, with Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa – and the New Year. This is always a
great season with much to enjoy – special gatherings of family and
friends, great music and holiday entertainment events, and opportunities to share with those having less than we do. We invite you to join
us for our annual Holiday Party on December 5 at the West Seattle
Golf Clubhouse. This is a new venue (with plenty of parking) for our
gathering but it promises to be a great event with a turkey and ham
buffet with all the trimmings. Entertainment is by the Symmetry Ladies Barbershop Quartet and there will be the always popular Santa
gift exchange. The ARSCE Entertainment Committee is hard at work
to make this event special and we hope you will join us to visit with
old friends – or make new ones! We ask every attendee to bring a
wrapped gift for the gift exchange – and you must be present to
receive a gift. Tag this gift with your name and the content of the
gift. Gifts always vary in value and variety: hand-made items, coffee and teas, candy, gift cards, general interest books, backed
goods, gift certificates, and much more. The names of all attending
will be eligible for the drawing and we keep drawing until all gifts
are distributed. Everyone is welcome so bring a friend, neighbor,
family member or former co-worker.
I wish you all a wonderful holiday season, full of music,
friends, family and celebrations!
And, remember to share with others.
Contact Mr. Overland at president@arsce.org

Daylight Savings Time
ends on Sunday,
November 4th, 2012.
Fall back. (And don’t forget to
change important batteries!)
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Enjoy that sense of belonging . . .

Join ARSCE Today!
Membership application on the last page of this paper.
Vested City of Seattle working employees, Associates,
retired City of Seattle employees, and beneficiaries may
join ARSCE.

Leadership, diversity, vision, and growth!
We are in this together.
You can complete the puzzle!
We share common interests so we are
building a community of City of Seattle vested
workers, Associates, City retirees, and beneficiaries.
The Seattle City Employees Retirement System
(SCERS) is a primary focus. We are maintaining and
creating valuable friendships as well.
We are having fun!
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Your Pension News

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

By Lou Walter, Retired
Employee Member
Of the Seattle City
Employees
Retirement System

Jim Deymonaz, Parks
Anita Espiritu, Health
Greg Nickels, Mayor’s Office

Retrospective of where we’ve been and where we’re going…

Maureen O’Neill, Parks
Mary Kay O’Shea, Health
William Sherwin, Public Utilities

I’m looking back, thinking of the day when Russ Teller and
Eddie Haw approached me, asking if I would be interested in serving
on the Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System (SCERS) Board
of Administrators. They said if I was interested they would ask for
ARSCE’s endorsement and support. Russ Teller and Eddie Haw were
giants, in my opinion, representing the interest of ARSCE and all the
members of our retirement system.
During the late 90’s the number one issue before SCERS was
a Cost of Living adjustment for the retired members of the retirement
system. We were able to achieve that benefit improvement, first with
a 60% Loss of Earning Power (LOEP) benefit, next with the 1.5%
Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA), and then an increase to the
LOEP (up to 65% in two phases eventually covering all retirees),
which eliminated the 13th Check.
I have had the privilege of serving on the Board of Administrators of your Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System since
1998.
The retirement system has experienced serious market downturns and rebounds starting with the 1990/1991 recession and “dot
com” bust; the 2001 recession; and finally, the 2007/2009 “great recession” which we are still experiencing. The System was able to rebound after each downturn. After the 1990/1991 recession we experienced a funding ratio increase to 112%. After 9/11 and the 2001
recession the System regained value to a funding ratio of 98%. The
“great recession” of 2007/2009 will last much longer than any of us
would like; but, we must have faith that the capital markets will recover and return our funding ratios to an improved status.
So what has your SCERS Board of Administrators been doing
to ensure we’ll regain and strengthen our financial status?
First, we’ve made strategic enhancements through a team
effort by our Board of Administrators, the leadership of the
SCERS Executive Director and SCERS staff, along with our Investment Consultant, PCA (Pension Consultant Alliance).
We involved the SCERS Board in an Asset/Liability Study of
a plan to measure SCERS’s assets against future liabilities; and, we
identified SCERS’s risk tolerance against future liabilities to measure
risk concentration against performance.
We changed the valuation and reporting services of our actuarial firm from biennial to annual to provide a more timely analysis
of retirement plan liabilities.
We ensured that the Board of Administrators understood the
effects of ‘asset smoothing’ for reporting purposes and that we knew
the contribution requirements.
Second, SCERS Executive Director, Cecelia Carter, with
the support of the Board of Administrators, improved SCERS’s
office personnel structure by refining management oversight and
sharpening the separation of employee duties.
Pre-2008, investments were managed by and financially accounted for, by one individual staff person who managed the investment manager selection process. This individual presented findings
to the Investment Committee/Board of Administrators and managed
relationships with investment managers. This employee prepared and
accounted for the monthly valuations of assets and prepared annual
financial statements to be reviewed by independent auditors. Ms.
Carter saw the need for the separation of duties.
Changes made since 2008 include the addition of new staff
continued on page 2
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Your Pension News continued from page 2
positions which were added to: (i) perform internal investment advisor oversight of managers and analyses; (ii) provide management of
the internal financial accounting staff; (iii) administer Board activities; (iv) better support the accounting needs of SCERS; (v)
administer retirement benefits
There are improved and expanded training opportunities for
administrative staff to ensure they have comprehensive knowledge in
their areas of expertise. The assignment of a Training Coordinator
who monitors and evaluates staff’s educational needs ensures that
relevant instructive opportunities are taken.
Finally, improved SCERS investment policies and oversight changes.
SCERS has expanded the role of the bank custodian to include the custodial reporting of all SCERS assets. This ensures that
the bank custodian is monitoring the reporting of account values for
all investments held in SCERS’ name.
Staff has worked diligently to broaden the scope, depth, and
understanding of investment activity reporting and has redesigned the
quarterly performance reporting by the investment consultant.
There is an expanded scope of duties for the external investment consulting firm, from a “performance monitoring only” scope to
a full investment consulting service, participating and helping
SCERS with strategic investment decisions which includes assisting
SCERS in “due diligence” research.
From January 2008 through January 2012, approximately
twenty of our investment management relationships were terminated
due to: performance concerns, strategic investment changes, reporting
clean-up, or other issues of concern.
The staff has instituted an “Operational due diligence review”
as part of the manager selection process.
They have developed and implemented new investment
guidelines which define the roles and responsibilities of various
members of the SCERS overall team (i.e., the Board, the Executive
Director, the Investment Consultant, the Money Management firm).
Also, the staff has developed a new Investment Manager Search and
Selection Policy; used internal staff to review and update all manager
guidelines in accordance with the Investment Policy and Procedures
Guidelines; and they have instituted a Transition Management Services Program.
All of this is written to say, as the times change and economic
conditions change, so do the responsibilities of the Board of Administration. It is my belief that with each change affecting the SCERS
Board of Administrators, the Board embraces its responsibilities and
it positions itself and the retirement system to endure and weather
current and future economic storms.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Send ARSCE your news, short stories, and poems.
You can send your information to
ARSCE News, P.O. Box 75385,
Seattle, WA. 98175-0385.
Or e-mail your news and information to
arscenews@arsce.org
THE NEXT NEWS DEADLINE IS November 20th, 2012
(All submittals become the property of ARSCE.)

Internet
Schminternet
By Jim Taylor, ARSCE Webmaster
Ed. note: Effective with this edition of ARSCE News, Mr.
Taylor has informed us he has decided to discontinue writing his always informative, many times funny, and very descriptive internet
column. We at ARSCE News, along with all ARSCE Executive
Board Members, extend our thanks to Mr. Taylor for his creativity
and the hard work he has undertaken on behalf of our membership.
We look forward to his continuing as the ARSCE Webmaster.
Thanks to Mr. Taylor, we are able to bring you up-to-date information about ARSCE — online at www.arsce.org — and offer you
online access to organization functions. Jim, all of your efforts have
been needed and are very much appreciated.
Mr. Taylor can be reached at webmaster@arsce.org

Gogito Ergo Sum!
By Bill Kruller, Retiree, Seattle
Public Utilities
Gogito Ergo Sum!
Many who know Latin know this means “I think, therefore, I
am.”
At my age I take liberty to say “I hurt, therefore, I am”.
Many retirees may feel the same way. It is a positive approach!
Most articles in the
ARSCE publication do not address
this issue. I hurt my back 20 years
ago picking up some concrete I
should not have tackled. I have
since had some signs of arthritis. I
belong to a few groups of senior citizens and I know that I am not alone
in my feelings. I laughed at a couple
of guys walking out of the September 12th luncheon ahead of me and I
said “Wow, we all walk with the
same limp.”
In the early 1960’s I was an Instructor at the prestigious Air Force University in Montgomery, Alabama. This motto was
our symbol. The University provided instruction to the Air War College, the Command and Staff College, and the Squadron Officer
School. All students were experienced Air Force Officers.
In the evenings and on weekends I flew a singleengine jet airplane with a guy in the back who needed a ride. The
passenger was in the academic school, but not certified to fly the local aircraft and he needed to certify for his flight bonus pay. I flew
with some of the best young, experienced pilots in the Air Force who
taught me a lot, but I was the “boss.”
So what is the message here? My message is that we
are all so fortunate to be at our age level. We are all so eager, rightfully, to find the recreation we envisioned prior to retirement. However, I hope we all look at ourselves and say “I am so fortunate.
I try to do that and I am so grateful to all of the people in
ARSCE who help to make that possible.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈
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ALWAYS BENEFICIAL
By Renee Hubbard Freiboth, Benefits Manager
City of Seattle Personnel Department

* * * ANNOUNCEMENT * * *
Retiree Medical Benefits
Annual Enrollment
For retirees currently enrolled in a retiree medical plan, benefit packets with 2013 plan summaries and rates were mailed to homes before
the end of October. The packets also included the annual notices that
the City is required by law to distribute.
Please check your mailbox for your enrollment packet. If you want
to make changes or if you have questions, please contact the Retirement Office at 206-386-1293. Any changes need to be made by
November 21, 2012.
(Retirees that are not currently enrolled in a City retiree medical plan
will not receive a packet.)
Contact Ms. Freiboth at benefits@arsce.org

BOOK NOTES
By Lorry Garratt, Library
22 BRITANNIA ROAD. By Amanda Hodgkinson
Silvana and her new husband Janusz and young son are
caught in the early Polish chapter of WWII. They are separated by
the fighting and Silvana and her boy hide and live in the forests becoming almost feral while Jan joins forces with the Polish army. After the war and with great effort they are united in the little house on
Britannia Road in England and try to begin over. But they barely recognize each other and the forgetting and forgiving of the terrors each
has survived creates a haunting and heart wrenching historical novel.
ON THE ISLAND. By Tracey Garvis Graves. 2011
Anna, a 30 year old teacher, and T.J., a 16 year old recovering
from cancer treatments, are on a small float plane en route to the Maldives in the South Pacific where T.J.'s parents have an island home
when their pilot has a fatal heart attack and they crash. Their life
jackets keep them afloat long enough to reach a small uninhabited
island and there they stay for 3-1/2 years, surviving and coping. During this time T.J. grows to manhood and their bond takes some obvious turns. When a tsunami sweeps their island away they are found
by one of the rescue helicopters. Their miraculous return brings unexpected changes and without spoiling the ending this is such a feel
good book, well written and developed and amazingly believable. A
movie is rumored.
THE VAULT. By Ruth Rendell. 2012
Inspector Wexford is now retired and he and Dora split their
time between their Kingsmarkham home and a London carriage
house owned by their daughter Sheila. While Wexford is enjoying
his walking tours in London he welcomes the challenge of being an
unpaid consultant to his old friend DS Tom Ede who is trying to untangle an old mystery, three bodies found in an underground vault at
picturesque Orcadia Cottage plus a fourth body which dates back only two years. As always in the Wexford series it is a delicate unwinding of clues, information and puzzles. And Wexford's personal life
is also in a tangle when his older daughter Sylvia is found near death
from a knife wound.

THE SOLDIER'S WIFE. By Joanna Trollope 2012
This is a perceptive and compassionate inside story of an army marriage. Major Dan Riley is home from a tour in Afghanistan.
His lovely wife, teenage stepdaughter, and irrepressible 3 year old
twin girls wait to welcome him with love and enthusiasm. Dan is up
for promotion and is the pride of his father and grandfather who are
ex-army. But Dan has difficulty separating from his unit and spends
more time with them than with his family. Hence he does not know
that his wife Alexa has been offered a good teaching job but has had
to turn it down because they will be moving once again. As the tension grows between the civilian half and the military half the marriage seems destined to break. A graceful and intelligent story that
resonates with the realism of today's world.
HEADING TO WONDERFUL. By Robert Goolrick 2012
The dark side of passion in midcentury America when a mysterious and charismatic man arrives in a small Virginia town carrying
two suitcases, one filled with his personal possessions and one filled
with money. He is a good and kind man who makes a place for himself in the town while working in the butcher shop. But when he falls
in love with the beautiful country girl who is besotted with Hollywood and its stars and is also married to the town's richest man his
obsession sets in motion a series of events that inevitably lead to a
total tragedy.
THE HOUSE AT TYNEFORD. By Natasha Solomons 2011
A lovely read that combines an upstairs downstairs setting
against a back drop of early WWII. 19 year old Elise Landon, from a
wealthy Jewish family in Vienna is sent to England to escape the new
violence. Her family is heading to America and when they can get a
visa for her she will follow. For now she will be a housemaid at
Tyneford, a great country manor. Having grown up with servants and
her own personal maid it is a challenge to serve others. The genre is
obvious from this brief description but there are many twists that set
it apart and the narrative is stirring.
BURY YOUR DEAD. By Louise Penney 2010
It is winter carnival time in Quebec City, beautiful and bitterly cold. Chief Inspector Armand Gamache is visiting, not to celebrate but to continue healing from terrible physical and psychological
injuries when he made a very wrong decision on a case. His time is
spent at the Literary and Historical Bldg. pursuing his interest in
Samuel de Champlain, founder of Quebec. While he is there the
murdered body of an obsessive historian who is also interested in
Champlain is found in the basement. As Penney often does this mystery is intertwined very successfully with the story of Gamache's personal tragedy and an unsolved mystery in the small village of Three
Pines which surfaced in a previous Gamache novel.
1222: THE SCANDINAVIAN PHENOMENON. By Anne Holt
2011 Tr. from Norwegian
A Norwegian train heading north in the mountains is derailed
during a massive blizzard, 1,222 meters above sea level. The passengers are fortunate in being near enough to an old and practically empty hotel to wait out the storm. There is staff and plenty of food so
they feel well until one of the passengers is found dead the next
morning. Retired police inspector Hanna Wilhelsten, confined to a
wheelchair because of a bullet in her spine, is asked to investigate.
She listens and observes. They learn about a mysterious secret guest
in another part of the hotel who had been in a private car at the end of
the train. The storm intensifies to near mythic proportions and another body turns up. This is a dark old fashioned mystery, the storm and
the claustrophobia playing major roles and of course many of the passengers are not who they seem.
You can write to Ms. Garratt at booknotes@arsce.org

VETERANS DAY
November 11th, 2012
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Ken's Patience
By Ken Hunich
-The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference.
-He acquired his size from too much pi.
-No matter how hard you push the envelope it'll will still be stationery.
-Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
-The midget fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small
medium at large.
-Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.
I have noted some things that I wish other people would not do. The
things are not earth-shaking events, but if they didn't do these things
some of us would appreciate it. Of course I understand that what disturbs some of us doesn't faze others; and for me, some cases don't
involve me. Here are some examples that do concern me:
Balancing Act I feel that at one time
or another we all go shopping in a store, put
some items in a cart that are unloaded onto
the checkout counter. The clerk then scans
each item's bar code and after the last purchase has been processed, the clerk bags
your items and hands the bag to you. He
then announces the amount of the purchases. You then look into your wallet and pull
out a bill, or bills, that are more than the a
total amount due and hand the money to the
clerk. He then takes money from the cash
register that you now are due. He puts the
paper money in one of his hands, then reaches back into the cash register to pick out coins that are also due.
As he moves his hand with the money toward you, you extend
your free hand automatically, with your palm up. The clerk then puts
the bills haphazardly onto you palm, then covers them with your
coins. He then moves his gaze to the person behind you, expecting
you to move on. I do move on with both arms in front of me, one
holding the filled bag, the other intently studying the coins, as though
I were carrying a cup of coffee across the living room rug, and I
move to a place where I can set down the bag, pull out my wallet, and
put the money in it.
I don't like this awkward form of money exchange that makes
me look like a sleepwalker coming back from the store.
Phone Numbers I'm sure we have all have had a
phone call near the end of which we were given an important phone
number we will need to use. After the caller gets near the end of the
call, he speaks out the phone number three times, each so fast that the
number cannot be understood. Since memorizing new phone numbers
is, I believe, not something we are confident in doing, we have to
write down this important number. Consequently we tell the caller to
wait while we get a pencil and paper.
At this point, you give the caller a new name that you would
hesitate to use in mixed company, though it might be mentioned respectively while doing an autopsy in a medical school.
So I search my underwear drawer, get down on my hands under the kitchen table, and go through the
kitchen utensil storage drawer and in other
places until I find, at last, something that
will write: a black Sharpie felt pen. Not
wanting to go on another hunt for a paper to
write on, I ask the caller to repeat the number… which he does rapidly three times.

You know, I did remember that number because I read it frequently for the next several days.
Order That lovely and precious lady that I was able to marry
six years after my first wife died, wondered about some of the things
she noted around the house that I had done earlier. Earlier, for fiftyfive years, keeping up the house was taken care of by my first wife.
But when I subsequently found myself living alone, I changed some
things to the way I felt they should be. After I got remarried my new
wife wondered if there was any reason why my towels in the bathroom seemed to be frequently in different arrangement.
"You bet! I figured out how to keep things in order".
Then I explained that I first I analyzed what needed to be accomplished, then I reviewed the whole towel rack for possible solutions. I found the answer and that was what she observed.
I decided I would use my bath towel three times before putting it to be washed, unless there were special circumstances, such as if I fell into an exposed
pit that was formerly guarded by an outhouse. After
my first use of the bath towel, I folded it in thirds
(takes less rack space) and hung it over the rightmost part of the towel rack; my face towel was hung
next, and my wash cloth was put on the left end by
it itself. After my second shower, I folded my bath
towel and put it on the left end of the rack, with my
face towel again in the middle and my washcloth at the right end.
After my third shower I put the bath towel back on the left end, not
folded but gathered back on itself. This was done to allow the towel
to dry before putting it in the dirty clothes hamper. My face towel
was left in the middle and my washcloth still was at the end that didn't have the bath towel. The placement of the bath towel made clear
how much it had been used. The washcloth was at one extreme end or
the other, not touching the hand towel, because it usually was wet and
would soak the towel if it were in contact.
My wife was impressed with my simple explanation on how I
figured to solve this important problem. She showed this by taking a
deep breath and rolling her eyes up and across the upper wall, presumably to see if the upper wall had any other things that showed my
cleverness.
The Easy Way When by myself, I made the bed as soon as I
crawled out of it in the morning. A time and motion study quickly
showed it was inefficient to make it in the usual way that required
walking back and forth around the bed to get the bedding properly
positioned and free from wrinkles.
So, the first thing I did was put a small felt pen mark on the
middle of the top of all bedding pieces. I then moved all bedding so
their center marks were at the center of the bed's top. After smoothing
the blankets I had one half of the bed made; then I walked to the other
side to similarly make the other half of the bed. All was made before
I had to make that first-of-the-day trip to the bathroom..
Life is full or problems, but it also is full of solutions.
~ (sign in a store window) Get 50% off or half price, or whichever is
less.
-Statistics show that teen pregnancy drops off significantly after age
25.
(Newspaper article headlines)
- One-armed man applauds the kindness of strangers.
-Fish need water, Feds say.
-County to pay $250,000 to advertise lack of funds.
-Alton attorney accidentally sues himself.
-Federal agents raid gun shop, find weapons.
-Caskets found as workers demolish mausoleum
Contact Mr. Hunich at kenhunich@arsce.org

"Wait a minute, slow down will you. I can't
write that fast!"
Since I didn't want to ransack the house
again for a tablet, as he repeated the number
I wrote it on my palm with the felt pen. After the call, I found paper
and pencil and copied the number on the paper and put the paper
where it could readily be found in the future: 'way back, on top of the
refrigerator,…

Do attend the Annual
ARSCE Holiday Bash.

It’s A Party!!
Details on page 12
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In Memory
Note: Names with an asterisk (*) are ARSCE Members

June Gustanoff, Comptrollers
Died: 5/23/12
Age: 95

Genevieve Beach, Health*
Retired: 3/78
Died: 6/13/12
Age: 99

Robert Cole, Health*
Retired: 4/83
Died: 6/30/12
Age: 89

Roy Love, Engineering
Died: 6/5/12
Age: 87

Mary Binder, City Light
Died: 5/13/12
Age: 93

Dale Dahms, Engineering
Died: 5/1/12
Age: 73

Roy Moen, METRO
Died: 6/2/12
Age: 94

Marlene Bolibol, Police
Died: 6/24/12
Age: 75

Jess Dawson, METRO
Died: 6/6/12
Age: 90

Elizabeth Perine, Beneficiary*
Died: 7/19/12
Age: 91

Robert Burston, METRO*
Retired: 11/92
Died: 7/13/12
Age: 84

Viola Eaton, Health
Died: 5/31/12
Age: 99

Clare Short, Health*
Died: 6/15/12
Age: 94

Arthur Byers, Water
Died: 7/3/12
Age: 81

Margaret Ellingson, OMB
Died: 6/16/12
Age: 95

Shirleen Skogseth, Municipal Courts*
Retired: 3/09
Died: 7/3/12
Age: 62

Dee Carr, Fire*
Retired: 9/77
Died: 6/29/12
Age: 96

Earl Finney, Dept of Transportation*
Retired: 4/07
Died: 6/7/12
Age: 69

Allan Vulliet, Seattle Center
Died: 6/23/12
Age: 66

Patricia Carroll, SeaTran*
Retired: 3/04
Died: 6/28/12
Age: 72

Gladys Grochow, City Light
Died: 6/28/12
Age: 89

George Weeks, METRO*
Retired: 6/90
Died: 7/14/12
Age: 87

Fellowship All Over Town
Engineers Luncheon: Retired County and City Engineering people
meet for lunch quarterly. Call Barbara Graham @ 206.525.7859; or
John Randall @ 206.723.4118; or Ted Ormbrek @ 206.522.7867; or
Joe Curulla @ 425.643.0309 for info.
City Light Line Crews & Friends Breakfast: This group meets at
Denny’s at North 155th St. and Aurora Avenue N. on the first Thursday of the month at 8:30 AM. Call Bud Eickstadt at (206) 362-8336
for information.
RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association) Lunches:
If you retired from City Light, you should be receiving the Newsletter sent out at regular intervals which lists the dates and locations of
the informal luncheons and the more formal fall and spring luncheons. For information contact Frank dos Remedios 206.363.1938 or
go to www.rclea.net
Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star Restaurant,
4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 8:30 AM on the second Wednesday of each month..
Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End): This group meets at Dennys’ at 155th Street and Aurora Avenue North every Tuesday at 7:00
AM. Contact Vern Brenden at (206) 784-6907.
Transit Retirees (South End): Meet at Germaine’s Kitchen in
Burien at 127 SW 153rd St. on the third Saturday of the month at
8:30 AM for breakfast. Contact Al Ramey at (206) 243-8504 or
Whitey Rickert at (206) 264-7131.
City Light South End Crews and friends: This group will meet
for breakfast at 9:00 AM the first Tuesday of each month at the Denny’s located on First Ave. So. and So. 148th Street. Call Arnie
Schroeder at 206.824.1747 for information.

SDot’s Traffic Signal Division retirees meet the 3rd Wednesday of
each month at Tommy’s Café., 74 Rainier Ave. So., in Rention, WA.
Contact General Seymore at 360-893-6759 for information.
METRO Retiree’s Lunch: This group meets at 11AM the second
Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and Nov. at the Crazy
Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in Montlake Terrace.. At
11AM on the second Wednesday of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., and
Dec., the group meets at Billy Baroos Restaurant located at 13500
Interurban Ave. So. in Tukwila. For information, call Lonnie Sewell
at 206.915.1415.
Another Retired Transit Group: This group meets the 1st Saturday
of the month at 7:30 AM. Contact Dave Carter at 206.910.8311.
Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD. This group meets
at 11 AM the first Monday of the month at the “Old Country Buffet”,
4022 Factoria Square Mall, SE Bellevue, WA.
Engineering Retirees’ Lunch: Engineering Dept. Field Personnel
Retirees meet the 1st Wednesday of the month at 11 AM at the Denny’s Restaurant locaterd at N. 155th St. and Aurora Ave. No. in
Shoreline. Contact Roy Galloway at 206.362.3937 for further information.
Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday of
the month at the 125th Street Grill located at 12255 Aurora Ave.
North. Meet at 11:30 AM for lunch. Contact Jesse Howell
206.282.5338 for further information.
Health Dept. Environmental Health Workers and Spouses meet
weekly every Saturday for breakfast at 7:30 AM. All Health Dept.
retirees are welcome. For information call John Nordin at 524-7837.
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Parks Department Retiree News
By Alan Hovland
S. L. Demps Retires! After 51 faithful years working in the
Public Works Crew, S.L. Demps has retired. Pam Lucarelli joined his
many friends and his family to celebrate this wonderful event at the
White Center Eagles on August 10th, 2012. Pam reports that the following people were in attendance at this celebration: John Launceford, Ray Bernardez, Robert Baca, Nick Borer, Carolyn Sifferman,
Tom Baulig,, Vaitohi Latu, Joe Kaua, and Phil Abeyta. Other attendees included: Ssteve Brix, Max Barden,, Rod Taylor, Mike
Schad, Phil Renfrow, Don Allen, and Terry Boden. The list continues
with Byron Marr, Joe Neiford, Jim Deymonaz, Jeanne Schoolmeyer,
Barb Decaro, Kathy Blanchard, Christina Gallegos, Sonny Gloria, Ian
Hentschke, Mark Mead, Rory Denovan, Jackie Baca, Mary Byers Dan
Jennings, Jeanette Geiger, and Bob Baines. Christopher Williams,
The Superintendent, was also in the audience and presented S.L.
Demps with a glowing letter of commendation for his many, many
years of service to the Department of Parks and Recreation and the
citizens of Seattle. A long job that was very well done. Congratulations!

newsletter.
Lee Bicknell returned to supervise the cooking at the Laurelhurst Park Salmon Bake in early September. He has participated in
this event for 32 years.
Reach Mr. Hovland at parksnews@arsce.org

Jim Deymonaz retired on August 10th.
Liz Howell passed away on September 3rd after a long stay at
the Foss Home. Liz is the wife of Jesse Howell and they had been
regulars at the monthly Park employees luncheons for over 20 years.
Jesse arranged a nice graveside funeral service at the Lake View
Cemetery that was attended by Diane and Ted Lockhardt, Ralph Jellison, Russ Bean, Gary Bean, myself, and others. We will all miss Liz.
I have mentioned Allen Chinn, the great former Recreation
Supervisor, who has written several books since his retirement. Two
of his recent books are especially worth mentioning. “Ladies Fight
Back” is a step-by-step demonstration on self-defense and “Rebirth
From the Ashes” is very insightful on how employees can be treated
in a large organization. Jeff Lewis and Maureen O’Neill are favorably included in the many photographs that appear in this impressive
book.
Norm McCrea reports that he had visited the lonesome Gary
Rittenmeyer at the big estate near Lake Chelan.
Ernie Ferrero continues to marvel at his willingness to pay the
State bridge tolls and how the 520 Bridge is either opened or closed
so the citizens can admire the engineering that goes into such a structure.
Arydith Ferrero attended her (insert a large number here)
Roosevelt High School Class Reunion in September.
Christina Gallegos will have retired by the time you read this

S.L. Demps
Photo by Barb DeCaro

L-R: Ralph Jellison, Gary Bean, Jesse Howell,
and Alan Hovland

Old Timers Luncheon Group
MTD/DAS/ESD

back with us again.
We continue to invite those of you that are retired from the
Department – who have not attended the luncheons – to come and join
us. We really would enjoy seeing and visiting with you.

By Jerry Robertson

Contact Mr. Robertson at oldtimers@arsce.org

The Old Timers Luncheon Group continues to meet the first
Monday of each month at the “Old Country Buffet,” 4022 Factoria
Square Mall, S.E. Bellevue, WA. at 11:00 AM. The remaining 2012
luncheon dates are November 5th and December 3rd. Looking ahead
to 2013, our January luncheon will be on January 7th.
The attendance at our August luncheon was eighteen. We had
a group of twenty-two at the July lunch.
August birthdays were celebrated by Dave Cook and Toshi
Okamoto. September birthdays were celebrated by Ramey Duchscherer, Sheldon Loo, Miriam Lucas, George McDonald, Bob Sestak,
Nancy Smith, Jon Wong, and Lillian Yamamoto. Best wishes to all
and may they enjoy many more.
In my last article I mentioned the Seattle weather and how unseasonable it has been. The weatherman must have read my column
because we have had great weather since the latter part of July into
October. We had better enjoy it now because I am certain payback is
on the way!
Joan and Al Mayor were back with us at the September lunch
along with Joe And Lillian Yamamoto. It was great to have them

L-R: Lillian Yamamoto, Sheldon Loo, Nancy Smith,
Miriam Lucas, and Bob Sestak
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Golden
Contributions
Robert Branigin, City Light
Donald Duke, City Luight
Judith Flemings, Human
Resources
Robert Flemings, City Light
Anne Miller, Transportation

The View from the Buses
By Paul Pioli
Many of us who knew George Curtis can remember a lot of
stories and tales about him. One classic is when George had a passenger who would always ask what time it was whenever she got on
the bus. Finally, George got a large clock and a pair of thick glasses.
When asked what time it was he pulled out the clock and put on the
thick glasses and told her. The passengers on the bus broke up laughing and the woman never asked about the time again.
Vern Grove wanted me to know that he is 86 years of age.
He, in fact, looks a lot younger. When he was out with his daughter,
who is 56, he was mistaken as her husband.
Gary Pilcher went to Laughlin, Nevada for a golf tournament
set up by LeRoy Lalley. This was a two-day event on the 30th and
31st of October. Gary says last year he won a little on golfing and his
wife did even better on a machine she found in a casino.
Now that we are in the nasty weather it reminds me of being
awakened New Year’s Eve, 1968, being told to report to Jefferson
Base. Once there, I was given a run card and I was told to go to the
U District. I got as far as Pacific Avenue and University Way without chains where I promptly got stuck and set for about 4 hours.
Once freed, I was sent over to Eastlake and Martin where I met other
coaches stuck going up Martin Street to Broadway. I sat for another
3 hours. Once freed, the bunch of us went back to Jefferson Base
having spent 10 to 11 hours out on the road.
We talked about driving without chains and when we reached
a “rough spot,” we asked the passengers to go to the rear of the bus
and stand over the rear-drive wheels to bounce up and down to get
the coach over the rough spots. What was interesting about driving
without chains was having the chains break and slide between the duals; or going outside to repair the broken links with the wire from the
sand buckets that was on the coaches. The one nice thing about getting stuck in the snow on a trolley is that you never lost any heat because you always had your poles up.

Arlene Noyes, Transit
Kathy Ray, Fire
William Sherwin, Public
Utilities
Thelma Wilkes, Beneficiary
Brad Zempel, Construction &
Land Use

Memorials
Frank Elenich, Engineering
In memory of Dominic Roletto
and Dave Salmon
Pam Lucarelli, Parks
In memory of Mary Norris, City
Light
John Randall, Engineering
In memory of Glen Engstrom,
City Light

Looking for a Volunteer Opportunity
Many ARSCE members currently volunteer. Others would like
to volunteer but are not sure what opportunities exist. Space
limitations mean we cannot list individual opportunities in the
ARSCE News. Pleases refer to these two extensive websites for
volunteering opportunities in the Seattle area: United Way of
King County. (www.uwkc.org/volunteer) This is probably the
most comprehensive of the local volunteer opportunity websites.
A search of their database using the term “parks” returned 76
different volunteer opportunities; “animal” returned 65 opportunities, “home” returned 141, “senior” returned 50 and
“children” returned 595. You can register on the site and arrange to have internet “feeds” sent to you about volunteer opportunities in areas that interest you.
Volunteer Match (www.volunteermatch.org) is another very
good comprehensive site with some interesting geographical capabilities. Enter your home zip code to start.

RIP
Marcia, the wife of former ATU 587 President, Dan Linville,
passed away on Monday, August 13th. Services were held on August
18th at Holy Disciples Catholic Church in Puyallup. Donations in
her name can be made to the Shriners Hospital in Portland, Oregon.
You can reach Mr. Pioli at busview@arsce.org

Emerald Downs
GO ONLINE
to www.arsce.org and
click on “Events and Discounts”
to learn about discounts
you may be eligible
to enjoy.

By Pam Lucarelli, Parks Retiree
Kudos to Anne Miller, a member of ARSCE’s Program
Committee, for arranging “A Day at the Races” for our membership
on Saturday, July 28th, 2012. A good time was had by all. Included
in the package were food service, reserved seating, parking, a gift
shop discount, and a visit from an expert handicapper. In case you
missed it, the sights, the sounds, the smells of this popular event will
be offered again in 2013. Watch for it in the ARSCE News. Thanks
Ann!
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for you!
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Savor the

MEMORIES
Restaurants
The Norselander
The Polynesian
The Copper Kettle
The Copper Kitchen
The Red Carpet
Rosellini’s 410
Rosellini’s 610
The Golden Lion
The Mirabeau
Kettell’s
Pizza Petes’
The Rusty Pelican
The Royal Fork Buffet
Heritage House
Blue Max Steak House
Mannings
Fran-Glo’s
Hoot N Holler
Nifty’s Restaurant

Pay N Save
Pay N Pak
Ernst Hardware
Eagle Hardware
Chubby and Tubby
Long’s Drugstore
Hancock Fabrics

Clothing/Shoes
Best Apparel
Jean Hall’s
Zukors
Lerners
Brooks Brothers
Pragers Mens Store
John Doyle Biship
Chandlers’ Shoes
Nordstrom Shoes
Hospitals

Trader Vic’s
Pete’s Poop Deck
Mr. Steak

Doctors Hospital
Marine Hospital
Seattle General

Department/Furniture Stores

Dances

Rhodes Department Store
MacDougall’s
Frederick and Nelson
Doces’ Majestic Furniture
Poole’s Electric
Lamonts’
The Bon Marché

Movie Theaters
The Orpheum Theater
Garden Theater
Colonial Theater
Embassy Theater
Coliseum
Roosevelt
The Broadway Theater
The Venetian
Madrona
Black Arts West

Groceries/Bakeries
Mayfair
IGA
Lucky Stores
Tradewell
Brenner Brothers Bakery
Bluma’s Delicatessen

Other Stores
Tall’s Travel Shop
Best
Jafco
Woolworth’s
Kress 5 and 10
Marketime

Santa Claus is Coming to Town!

Hucklebuck
Apple Jack
Charleston
Mashed Potatoes
Watutsi
Lindy Hop
Vehicles
Studebaker
Plymouth
Packard
Hudson
Miscellaneous
Empire Way
Seattle Transit
Kingdome
Sick’s Stadium
Associated Grocers
Consolidated Freight
Bethlehem Steel
Lincoln Savings
Pacific Northwest Bell
US West
Edison Technical School
Kathy Goertzen
Brakeman Bill
JP Patches
Stan Boreson
The Seattle Rainiers
The Seattle Pilots
Seattle Supersonics
Princess Marguerite
Fort Lawton
Pier 91
Sandpoint Naval Station

Wishing you — our
members, our readers —
the happiest
holiday season
of all!
Your ARSCE Executive Board
and Staff

Merle Overland
Barbara Graham
Robert Sugden
Joanne Kinsella
Judith Flemings
Sharon Howell
Beverly Huchala
Kirk Jones
Edie Jorgensen
Bill Kolden
Pam Lucarelli
John Masterjohn
Larry Mickelson
Jim Mohundro

John Randall
Liz Rankin
Kathy Ray
Gerry Willhelm
Ann Beard, Alt
Anne Miller, Alt.
Jim Taylor, Webmaster
Lee Sattler, Asso.
Editor
Pam Baer, Fi-nan
-cial Secretary
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PHOTOS FROM THE SEPT. 12TH, 2012
FALL LUNCHEON @ Famous Dave’s.
You should have been there!
Judith Flemings/Alan Hovland, Photographers

ARSCE Fall Luncheon
Famous Dave’s Restaurant at the Southcenter Mall in
Tukwila was the location for
ARSCE’s Annual Fall Luncheon held
on September 12th, 2012. The Bar-BQ platters and accompaniments were
delicious and the western musical program provided by local recording artist, Dina Blade, was a big hit! Your
Program Committee strives to offer
luncheons and varied events in a range
of geographic locations for the convenience of all ARSCE members.

Your input will be appreciated!

Solutions to pg. 9 puzzle

Name that Carol

Dina Blade, Entertainer/Recording Artist
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ARSCE HOLIDAY CELEBRATION!

Happy Hanukkah, Feliz Navidad,
Joyful Kwanzaa, Merry Christmas, and
Happy Holidays to all!

2012 MEETING AND PUBLICATION DATES

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5TH, 2012
AT THE WEST SEATTLE GOLF COURSE
BANQUET ROOM — 4470 35th Ave. SW in Seattle
Ample accessible parking.
11Am — Noon: No Host Bar and visit with friends,
Lunch is served at Noon.
COST: $ 22.00 Per Person.
Reservations by Wednesday, November 28th, 2012.
Musical entertainment by the
Symmetry Ladies Barbershop Quartet.
Santa will attend with the Elves.
Note: The annual gift exchange will take place. Each
attendee brings a wrapped gift noting the gift’s content.
The donor places his/her name on the gift. You
must be present to receive a gift.

Wed.
Tues.

Sep. 12 ........ Fall Luncheon Mtg.
Sep. 18 ........ News deadline (Nov/Dec Issue)

Wed.

Fri.

Oct. 10 ........ Executive Board Mtg./Greenwood
Library @ 8016 Greenwood Av. No. in
Seattle @ 10:15 AM
Oct. 19 ........ Mail ARSCE News (Nov/Dec Issue)

Wed.
Tues.

Nov. 14 ........ Executive Board Mtg.
Nov. 20 ........ News Deadline (Jan/Feb., 2013 Issue)

Wed.
Thurs.

Dec. 05 ......... Annual Christmas Party
Dec. 27 ......... Mail ARSCE News (Jan/Feb. 2013 Issue)

Note: Calendar is subject to change by Board approval.

Application for Membership
The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Address Change?( ) Dues Payment?( ) Donation?( ) New Member?( )
Associate Member? ( ) Beneficiary? ( )
Name ______________________________Tel No__________________

(Cancellations no later than 48 hours prior to the
luncheon. Cancellation questions? Call
Joanne Kinsella at 206.992.7311)

Please make your check or money order payable to
ARSCE Holiday Luncheon and mail it with your
completed reservation form below.

Address ____________________________________________________
City_________________________State________Zip________________
Date Retired ____________From Dept.________Amt Encl.___________
If still employed with the City, indicate the No. of years: ______
E-Mail Address______________________________________________
Annual Dues: $ 12.00. Fiscal year is July 1 to June 30.

===============================
NAME(S) _____________________________________

=====================================================
If you wish to have your dues deducted from your July pension
check, please fill out the following section for the Retirement Office and
include it with the rest of this coupon when you send it to ARSCE.

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________
CITY/STATE ______________________ZIP ________
PHONE ___________________ DONATION: $ _____
No. Attending = ____ X $ 22.00 each = $ ____________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ _______________
THIS LUNCHEON IS A HOLIDAY BUFFET AND INCLUDES TURKEY WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS, A
HAM CARVING STATION, DESSERT, COFFEE, OR
TEA,

MAIL TO:

ARSCE HOLIDAY LUNCHEON
P.O. Box 75385
SEATTLE, WA. 98175-0385

PLEASE MAIL YOUR RESERVATION EARLY.
Thank you!

The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees Dues
Deduction Authorization
To: The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees Retirement
System:
The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle City Employees
Retirement System to deduct from my retirement, beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly established from time to time by
The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees. Until further written
notice by me to The Retirement System Office, such deduction shall be
made annually from my July allowance and shall be paid to The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA.
98175-0385.
___________________________________________________________
Name (Please print)
Department
________________________________________/____/_____/________
Signature
Date
___________________________________________________________
Address
___________________________/____________/___________________
City
State
Zip Code

Mail to Association of Retired City Employees. P.O. Box 75385,
Seattle, WA. 98175-0385. Attn: Joanne Kinsella

