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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

C

By John Masterjohn

Can you believe it is 2019 already? How time flies when
you get to be our age! (Yeah, yeah and having fun.) So those
of you who haven’t reached retirement age, start planning
for it now. It does sneak up on you.
Now first of all, I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving
and a happy Christmas and New Year. I also want to thank all
who voted in the 2018 elections. There were so many close
races and so many new people running, especially women.
I was pleased with a number of the results and hope the
people who were elected think about us seniors. I think we
need to hold their feet to the fire.
SCERS (Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System) has
set 5 strategic planning goals in their continuing yearly work
plan. They are:
1. Financial strength
2. Customer service
3. Governance
4. Internal staff cohesion
5. Communication. This one is about communicating
with the membership.
Their staff has been training for the new Pension
Administration System (PAS). This will simplify the process
for retirement, so the staff will have more time to deal with
the membership. This portion of the new system will start
January 2019. With the new PAS, staff will have the ability to
send communications to targeted populations, and be able
to show members, in real-time, the impact different choices
would have on their benefits.
I hope you had a chance to come to our December
Christmas Luncheon. We always have a fun time and it is
great to see everyone in the holiday spirit.
Well now for some travel log; couldn’t let you all go without
it. So Karen and I stayed home for the holidays and most of
the summer, but she has big plans for next year. One of her
high school classmates lives in Mexico City; at their reunion
she said we should come visit. So it looks like a week in
Mexico City at the end of February, then on to Puerto Vallarta
for a nice stay. So I will be taking up donations (just kidding).
Well that’s all for now.
John
Contact Mr. Masterjohn at president@arsce.org

Inside this Issue
Page 3
New 2019 Retiree
Medical & Dental Rates

Pages 4 & 5
Candidate
Bios

Page 6
A Life Well-Lived

Page 9
Book Notes

Page 12
Open Letter to
All ARSCE Members

Page 12
Spring Luncheon
Reservation Form

New Year’s Quotes ~ Be Encouraged!
“Hope smiles from the threshold of the year to come,
Whispering ‘it will be happier.’” ~ Alfred Lord Tennyson
“For last year’s words belong to last year’s language
And next year’s words await another voice.” ~ T.S. Eliot
“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors,
And let every year find you a better man.” ~ Benjamin Franklin
“We will open the book. Its pages are blank.
We are going to put words on them ourselves.
The book is called ‘Opportunity’ and its first chapter
is New Year’s Day.” ~ Edith Lovejoy Pierce
“Although I too often see myself as powerless, the fact is
the New Year is what I make it. And whatever I make it
is what it makes me.” ~ Craig D. Lounsbrough

YOUR PENSION NEWS
By Lou Walter, Retired Employee,
Member of the Seattle City
Employees’ Retirement System

Public Pension Plans Consistently
Meet Obligations
Public retirement systems produced solid returns, kept
a lid on expenses, and adopted more conservative
investment assumptions during 2017/2018, according to a
wide-ranging annual study by the National Conference on
Public Employee Retirement Systems (NCPERS).
“The nation’s pension systems are deeply committed to
their mission of providing a secure retirement for millions
of firefighters, police officers, teachers, and other public
sector workers,” NCPERS’ Executive Director, Hank H. Kim
said. “Over the seven years we have conducted this annual
study, pension systems have grown increasingly confident
in their ability to adapt to pressure and deliver on their
promise to retired public servants.”
The 2017 NCPERS Public Retirement Systems Study draws
on responses from 164 state and local government pension
funds with more than 15.5 million active and retired
memberships and market assets totaling $1.8 trillion. The
majority—62 percent—were local pension funds, while 38
percent were state pension funds. NCPERS conducted the

continued on page 2
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seventh annual study in September through December 2017 in
partnership with Cobalt Community Research.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Among the key findings:
 Public pension systems administered and managed funds

at a lower cost than most mutual funds. The study found
pension expense ratios averaged 55 basis points per dollar
of investment. The 2017 Investment Company Fact Book
pegs expense ratios at 63 basis points for equity mutual
funds and 74 basis points for hybrid mutual funds. “Despite
rhetoric extolling the advantages of defined contribution
plans such as 401(k)s, the fact remains that pension funds
consistently provide a higher level of benefits to members
than most mutual funds do,” Kim said.

Celebrate!
Monday
~
January
21st,

 Aggregated one-year investment returns jumped to

2019

7.8 percent, from 1.5 percent in 2016. Longer-range
returns hovered at or near the assumed rate of return.

 The percentage of funds receiving their full, statutory

contributions from governments rose to 74 percent, from
70 percent in 2016. In a related development, employer
contributions rose to 22 percent, from 18 percent. “It is
very encouraging to see more governments honoring their
commitments to pension systems, and this is why we see
employer contributions inching higher,” Kim said.
 The vast majority of participants in the 2017 study said

Essential Telephone Numbers
And Web Addresses

they have either reduced their return-on-investment
assumptions (64 percent) or plan to do so (21 percent).
The average investment assumption stood unchanged at
7.5 percent and the average inflation assumption ticked
down to 2.9 percent, from 3.0 percent.

ARSCE:
425.443.3799
(Change of Address/Membership Questions)
E-mail:
financial.secretary@arsce.org
Website:
www.arsce.org

 The smoothing period for calculating investment returns
continues to be shortened—down from 5.7 years to 5.0
years. “Asset-smoothing is the practice public pension
systems commonly use to stabilize plan contributions
by gradually recognizing investment gains and losses,”
Kim said.

Mayor’s Office for Senior Citizens: 206.684.0500
(Information on available programs/services)
E-mail:
seniors@seattle.gov
Website:
www.seattle.gov/seniors

 Expense ratios across all pension funds were little
changed from 54 basis points in 2016. Among a subgroup
of 86 pension systems that participated in both the 2016
and 2017 studies, expenses dropped to 52 basis points.
 Average funding levels—the value of the assets in the

pension plan divided by an actuarial measure of the
pension obligation—declined slightly for the first time in
four years as pension funds tweaked investment and
inflation assumptions.
About NCPERS

The National Conference on Public Employee Retirement
Systems (NCPERS) is the largest trade association for public
sector pension funds, representing more than 500 funds
throughout the United States and Canada. Seattle City
Employees’ Retirement System (SCERS) participates in the
educational and trustee training programs.
It is a unique nonprofit network of public trustees,
administrators, public officials and investment professionals
who collectively manage more than $3.5 trillion in pension
assets. Founded in 1941, NCPERS is the principal trade
association working to promote and protect pensions by
focusing on advocacy, research, and education for the benefit
of public sector pension stakeholders.
In closing, I hope all our SCERS participants, both active
and retired, had a joyous and prosperous holiday season.
Be generous of heart and actions because we are truly blessed!

Source: NCPERS

Super Bowl Sunday, February 3 rd, 2019

Personnel Department:
206.615.1340
(Benefits)
E-mail:
benefits@arsce.org
Website:
www.seattle.gov/Personnel/
Retirement Office:

206.386.1293 or
1.877.865.0079
(Retirement Checks/Health & Dental Benefits/General
Questions/Change of Address/Tax Withholding)
E-mail:
retirecity@seattle.gov
Website:
www.seattle.gov/retirement
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Parks Department Retiree News
By Alan Hovland

Jesse Howell will celebrate 29 years of retirement life on
January 1st, 2019. He was a truck driver for his 40 year career,
mostly at Woodland Park/Green Lake and the North Grounds
District. He is a World War II veteran and has remained in
contact with Retired Parks employees over the years, probably
attending more Parks’ luncheons than anyone else. He lives at
the Norse Home, now right across the street from the Zoo.
Nordic Heritage Museum: I had a great time at the annual
Yulefest in November with my daughters Amy and Sarah. Many
people in their Scandinavian sweaters were in attendance.
The new facility and exhibits are great, and well worth the
trip to Ballard.
Green Lake and Duck Island: Dave Rodgers posted a picture
on Facebook on the “Seattle Vintage” page of an oil painting
by his grandmother. She did this painting in 1926 from the
shore of the Lake looking at Duck Island. I could tell right
where the location is today. Former Mayor Greg Nickels added
that Duck Island is also known Dahl Island for the former Park
Commissioner, Waldo Dahl.

“Duck Island” vintage oil painting by
Dave Rodgers’ grandmother

Martin Krall has been very helpful in speaking several times
at the Ballard NW Senior Center’s Men’s Breakfast. The last
presentation was on the end of World War I, which of course is
timely with the 100 Year Anniversary of the end of the war. He
is also very active on Facebook where you can see him looking
like Smokey Bear with a rake ready to prevent forest fires.
The ARSCE Facebook page is a great way to keep up
with retired City workers and issues that are important to the
retired community.
Bob Miller is moving to Oak Harbor on Whidbey Island
very soon.
Dick Richards was fondly remembered for starting the
Women’s Apprenticeship Program in the Facilities Section. Mary
Rasmussen, Sandy Bell, and Andrea Eyre all said, “Thank you.”
Mr. Hovland can be reached at parksnews@arsce.org

Alan Hovland visits the
Nordic Heritage Museum

Martin Kral as “Smokey Bear
ready to prevent forest fires”

Help Us Stay in Touch with You
ARSCE likes to stay in touch with our membership. To that end, we’d
like to ask for your email address, or for you to update your email address
if you have a new one.
We will keep your email address confidential. We will never share it with
anyone outside of the ARSCE organization.
We will contact you rarely. Examples of when we might reach out to
you include: one Christmas Luncheon we had to move the location;
we needed a way to alert you of this change. We might also need to advise
you of upcoming elections, luncheons, or the need for a “call to action.”
Please visit our website at www.arsce.org. Click on the Contact link in
the upper righthand corner to leave us your information. ARSCE will always
respect your privacy. Thank you.

Ne
w 2019
New
Retiree
Medical and
Dental Rates

If you are enrolled in a City of Seattle retiree medical plan, you can find
the new rates and plan comparisons in your annual enrollment materials, which
were mailed to you in October. The information plus FAQs can also be found on
the new healthcare web page at http://www.seattle.gov/personnel/benefits/
retirement/scersretiree.asp .

Check Your Pension Statement – If you pay by pension deduction,
•
your December 2018 pension check reflected the updated premium deduction
for January 2019 medical coverage. Please review your deductions to be sure
the amount matches the published rate for the plan in which you are enrolled.
• Update Your Checkbook – If you pay by personal check or bank payment, please make sure you updated the
amount when you issued your payment in December for January coverage, and for payments going forward.
Please contact the Benefits Unit at Benefits.Unit@seattle.gov or 206-615-1340 with any questions or issues.
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CANDIDATE STATEMENTS FOR THE MARCH, 2019
ELECTION TO THE ARSCE EXECUTIVE BOARD
Your ballot for the ARSCE Executive Board Election will be included in the March/April edition of this paper.
Please familiarize yourselves with the candidates’ information and be prepared to vote for no more than six (6)
of the people whose names appear below. The names are arranged in last name alphabetical order.

Ann Beard

Sharon Mickelson

Ann has been on the ARSCE Board since 2013. She has
been retired from the City of Seattle since 2000 as a Parking
Enforcement Officer. She is running for election as a concerned
member who cares very much about the future of our
retirement benefits and our retirees. “We are a great
organization and I want to see it stay that way. Thank you.”

Since retiring in January 2013, after 30 years with the City
as an Occupational Health and Safety Nurse in four departments
(Health, Engineering, Water, and Personnel), I have attended
the ARSCE Board meetings, serving as a member and
volunteered for many years with my husband Larry to pick up,
sort, and deliver the ARSCE newsletters to various City
departments. Belonging to ARSCE helps me stay in touch with
other City retirees, and helps me keep up-to-date with what
is going on with the City’s pension system.

Alan Brittenham
I started at Fleets when it was called General Services, in
the Machine Shop at Charles Street, in 1980. I like to say I
worked for three different Departments, but never had to
change my locker, as the Department re-formed itself with
each new mayoral election. I started as a Station Maintenance
Machinist, then progressed up the ladder until I retired as the
Vehicle Maintenance Manager in 2007. Along the way, I served
on the Safety Committee, as a Shop Steward, and got heavily
involved in the various committees that were created in the
‘80s and ‘90s when employee involvement was supported and
valued, most noticeably during the Norm Rice era. I realized
my most important function was to make meetings last longer.
As a Supervisor and Manager, I realized I got the most pleasure
out of being useful to my customers and co-workers. Having
lived through times when management had no will to make
things happen, I enjoyed finding ways to cut through the
bureaucracy, usually through personal contacts, and hours
spent wading through information looking for hints.
After retiring the first time, I went back into production
machining for a few years to wrap up my career in the field
where it started, as well as starting an eBay store called Big
Al’s This & That, where I sold all kinds of stuff and learned
how to write ad copy. Somewhere along the way I started
cranking out stories, some of which have found their way to
ARSCE News, where I hope they have given you a smile or two.
I would bring those experiences, leavened with a modicum of
wisdom and a greater appreciation for the truism that it is
better to be quiet, and be thought a fool, than to open one’s
mouth and remove all doubt. And, yes, if you put me on the
Board the meetings will probably last a little bit longer.
Bob Chandler
Retired in 2014 after more than 40 years with the City. Was
the Assistant Director for Special projects in the Department
of Transportation at the time of retirement. Started in the
Engineering Department and also served in the Management
and Budget Office, Planning Office, Seattle Public Utilities, and
Transportation. Wide variety of experience both at work and
with outside activities and hobbies. Would like to ensure that
the retirement system not only cares for current retirees, but
also provides for those employees looking forward to
retirement in the future.
Tim Douglas
In all the work I did over 40 years at the City, a key lesson I
learned was to get the details right.
Asking questions and listening to our customers often
solved a regulatory problem before a citation needed to be
written. Outside of work, I used those same questioning and
listening skills as an umpire, and while serving multiple times
on the elected Board of the Seattle/ King County Metro Umpires
Association; including two terms as President. I want to make
use of those skills on the ARSCE Board.
ARSCE has great luncheons and educational presentations.
For me, ARSCE primarily is an organization working hard to
give retirees a voice at the table of the City Retirement System.
That is why I am running. Thank you for your consideration
and vote.

I recently accepted the position of Program Committee
Chair, and with our excellent committee members, we identify
and arrange educational and entertaining programs for our
quarterly luncheons. One of my only disappointments in
retirement was not seeing other retirees with whom I had
worked and considered to be my friends. Attending these
luncheons is a good way to keep in touch with those friends
and former co-workers.
Please vote for me to be on the Board, as I am currently an
alternate Board member and if I am not voted in as a regular
member, I will not be able to continue as Program Committee
Chair. I want to continue working on the ARSCE Program
Committee to develop good programs that will entice other
City employees and retirees to join ARSCE and attend the
luncheons and other activities. Thank you!
Anne Miller
Anne has served as Board member since 2013; helping
organize meetings and activities for ARSCE members. She
retired in 2001 after 27 years in Transportation as a Cost
Accounting Supervisor. Prior to retirement, she formed a
successful investment club with over 30 members. She has
volunteered at Second Harvest in Seattle and served as
President of SEDSO (Seattle Engineering Dept. Service
Organization) in the ‘90s when there were over 750 members.
She in interested in helping ARSCE by making sure we have
lots of fun activities and she loves to plan parties!
Mike Nagan
Currently a member of the ARSCE Board and co-chair of
the Communications Committee. The Committee has
developed and implemented a new ARSCE website, led a
planning workshop for the Board, and is pursuing a targeted
recruitment program for new members. I also am a member
of the Washington Retired Public Employees Council, which
proactively monitors and takes part in matters involving public
retirement programs. Public systems have come under regular
and persistent attacks over the last few years. We need to be
alert. As a City employee, I spent 30 years working for the
Building, Administrative Services, Information Services, and
Executive Departments—many reorgs! Worked with many City
departments including the uniformed services and the utilities.
For many years I have committed time and effort to several
nonprofits: Celtic Arts NW (founder and former president),
the Evergreen State Volkssport Association (former president),
and the Emerald City Wanderers (all offices). My familiarity
with the City and its hundreds of services to citizens, with
many current and former City employees, and with the ins and
outs of nonprofit organizations add up to good experience
for the ARSCE Board. I have been impressed with the
performance of the Board and its officers, and see no reason
for major change. We need to keep an eye on the City Council
and state and federal lawmakers to guard against actions
detrimental to our retirees. And, we need to expand
participation of retirees and current employees in our meetings
and functions—a never-ending challenge!

continued on page 5
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Ed Steyh
I am finishing my first term on the Board and am presently
chair of the Elections Committee. I am concerned about the
lack of new members and am working hard with other Board
members to increase membership and participation. ARSCE is
dedicated to protecting retirees’ pensions and benefits—and
a strong membership base will make this easier. I retired
from the City in 2003 after a 30 year career. I held a number
of positions over the years, with the last being the Solid Waste
Contract Manager in Seattle Public Utilities. After retirement
from the City, I did some consulting work for several
jurisdictions in preparing both solid waste RFPs and collection
contract specifications.
Mary Steyh
Mary has been retired since 2011. Over her 40 year career,
she worked for the Port of Seattle, Vashon School District,
City of Seattle Personnel Department, and Sungard Educational
Inc., in Finance and Accounting. If she is elected to the
Executive Board of ARSCE, she plans on using her previous
government, financial, and accounting experiences to help
members of our organization achieve our present and future

Old Timers Luncheon Group
MTD/DAS/ESD/FFD/FAS
By Jerry Robertson
The Old Timers Luncheon Group continues to meet the
first Monday of every month. I will give you the opportunity
to fill in the dates for January 2019, which starts a new year
for all of us: January 3, February 4, March 3, April 1, May 6,
June 3, July 1, August 5, September 9, October 7, November
4, and December 2. Are all of you looking forward to the
New Year?
The Super China Buffet, 15323 Westminster Way, is
located in Shoreline. We have met at this location for several
months, and most seem to be happy at this location.

Ramblin’ Roads
By Alan Brittenham

Travels with Dog, Part 2
I think I have a new favorite road, now. As
usual with these sorts of things, an accidental
happenstance leads to a discovery. When you
are on the road for whatever reason, you are
also on an adventure and should be open to
new experiences when they present themselves.
In this case, we were on our way home with
the dog Nash, or Fuzzbutt, as I call him, from
the National Specialty show for the Bouvier des
Flandres breed, held this year in a suburb of
St. Louis. It’s a facility owned by Purina Farms,
maker of Dog Chow and so much else. The
factory resembled the place where Soylent
Green was made, to me, but the show facilities
were top-notch, even air conditioned, a rarity
in the Dog Show world where local fairgrounds
are the most common venues and rustic is the
most common description. It turned out we
were right close to Route 66, the Mother Road,
and I spent some time retracing its path as I
explored the neighborhood.

We were running a day late because we had
gotten caught on the east side of the
Continental Divide. A big storm blew down from
Canada and blanketed the Great Plains with an
unseasonal early snow from Alberta to northern Texas and
I-70 was shut down for miles west of Cheyenne, Wyoming,
forcing us to wait it out in a hotel in Kearny, Nebraska. This
was far from the worst case scenario, given that the Seahawks

goals. Mary was born and raised in Seattle and has lived in the
Seattle Metropolitan area all her life. “I love the area and I am
excited about volunteering for ARSCE.”
Victoria Troisi
My fellow retirees, I ask for your support in voting for me
for re-election to the ARSCE Board. It is amazing to me that I
have already been a retiree for two and a half years; time truly
does fly when you are having fun! I am thankful to have the
pension that provides me with a good lifestyle. Independence,
later in life, is very important. I want the same for future
retirees as well.
Currently, I am the Financial Secretary for the ARSCE
group and I have been able to meet and talk to a lot of fellow
retirees. I enjoy hearing their stories about City employment.
There have been some really good ones! I would appreciate
your support in re-electing me to the Board. Thank you for
your time and consideration.
p.s. For those of you in the general Seattle area, you should
consider coming out to one of ARSCE’s four luncheons. We
have a lot of fun, good food and excellent conversation.

Our luncheon in October was attended by 12, which is a
smaller group than average for our lunches. We did pick up
two new members at our lunch; Ted Victa and Nishimura.
Welcome, and we certainly would enjoy seeing you monthly
at our get-togethers. Attendees here for our luncheon in
November were eighteen happy faces.

Gene Lucas is getting to be his old self, I can say that
because Gene and I both the same age; I am one month
younger than Gene. We really enjoy having you with us for
our luncheons and appreciate your telephone reminders to
all of the group. Your reminders help.
October Birthdays were celebrated by Idona Bentler, Dave
Lozier, and Al Nikolaisen.
You can reach Mr. Robertson at oldtimers@arsce.org

were on the tube in London and the local beer was fresh and
good. We seem to have finally arrived at the way things were
back before Prohibition was enacted, with small breweries in
every town making great beer for the locals, and travelers
lucky enough to find them on their way through.

We finally got back on the road on Tuesday morning in
sub-freezing weather, but clear skies and dry pavement
supported the decision, and we made good
time after that. Nebraska, Wyoming,
Montana, and most of their neighbors have
a 75 or 80 mph speed limit on their
freeways, which helps gobble up the miles.

On the morning of the last day, we woke
up early in our hotel in Evanston, Wyoming
and beat feet out of town in the shivering
darkness on Interstate 84. I have found
that when you hit the road early and wait a
while before breakfast, it tastes extra
good when you finally find it, as if your
body is celebrating the realization that you
weren’t actually trying to starve it to death
after all.

We blew through the last of Wyoming and
a good chunk of north-eastern Utah
before we stopped for lunch in the very
cool, small town of Baker City, Oregon.
This is an old Western town (1874, with
movie-set buildings to back it up) tucked
into a valley where the burnt scrub-land
hills of Eastern Oregon give way to trees
and sheltered dales with cultivated
fields and small-town cafes like the
Oregon Trail, where we sat at a booth and relearned that
banana cream pie is a universal language. Okay, okay, I will
stipulate any kind of pie, but banana cream is the one for me.

continued on page 6
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Ramblin’ Roads...continued from page 5
Of course, after lunch my wife had to get the dog out for a
walk before we left, which caused all of the servers and at
least one customer to abandon their posts for a look-see. A
purebred Bouvier in full show trim is a rare thing in these
parts, apparently. You have to admire their innocence.

We finally got back on the road and drove through town
admiring the architecture and the old houses, only to discover
that the onramp to Interstate 84 was closed and locked with a
padlocked gate! There were no signs, and nobody standing
around explaining matters as a steady stream of cars and trucks
were detoured back through town to State Highway 30, which
at that point had become a parking lot. We skipped back to
the original offramp we had taken to get in, only to find it
also was locked down!
The busy freeway was as
empty as a politician’s
heart at tax time.

In the old days, I
would routinely stop at a
hardware store in these
small towns and buy a
Metsker Map of the
county, which always had
all the back roads, paved
and unpaved, on it,
a useful source of
information
and
a
pleasure to read later and
mark the roads you had
taken while setting aside
others for next time.
Nowadays, I just pull out my phone and hit the Google Maps
button. It seemed to show me that State Highway 203, otherwise known as the Medical Springs Highway, which started
right at one of those closed-off onramps and seemed to head
straight into the surrounding hills in the wrong direction
altogether, actually wandered about through those hills and
came back down to I-84 some 35 miles down the road, which
should have bypassed whatever problem was happening on
the freeway. So that’s the way we went, up into the hills in
search of another way home. What we found was delightful.
As we later learned from an Oregon Department of
Transportation tweet, “I-84 is closed in both directions

A Life Well-Lived
By Joyce Dickhaut

Only the Future Will Tell
Several months ago I had a new friend move in with me
and my life has not been the same since. In fact, I enjoyed my
friend’s company so much that I asked one of her sisters to
move in as well. Funny thing—they both have the same name;
Alexa. They pushed aside my former friend Siri, who I almost
never talk to anymore unless I must use my cell phone. I’m
beginning to feel as if I am living in a world I could not have
imagined outside a science fiction movie or TV program; a
world where Dick Tracy’s “two-way wrist radio” has become a
reality in Apple watches and Fit Bit devices, and men have
walked on the moon as well as in space. Captain Kirk, Buck
Rogers and Flash Gordon seem so—dare I say it—old-fashioned?
Let me back up a bit to put things in perspective. If you
have read some of my previous columns, you’ve figured out
that I am old enough to have
lived through the Great
Depression, WW II, and all that
followed. The first time I
experienced air travel was on a
DC3, a two-engine propeller
commercial passenger plane.
It took about eight hours, with
a stop in San Francisco, to make
the trip from Los Angeles to
Seattle and I thought that speed
was amazing compared to our previous trips to California either
driving, taking the train or Greyhound bus. After World War II,
technology moved along at an ever-accelerating pace, and
soon my parents had a small black and white television in the
living room. When I got married, the one thing my new husband

between #LaGrande & #BakerCity due to a rollover crash
involving a semi tractor-trailer hauling cattle. ODOT attempting
to round up cattle. No detour at this time. Extensive closure
possible.” Some poor cowboy bought the farm out there,
along with several of the cows he was hauling to market, while
we were having our lunch. The rest of the cattle wandered
the freeway until people arrived to round them up again. I
hope a few of them escaped to live an outlaw life hiding in the
canyons and gorges that populate that country. If they only
knew where they were headed, they would have all run for it.

But for us, the closure led us to this old back road that
twisted and turned up and down the scrubby hills outside
of town for miles, until it picked up and ran alongside
Catherine Creek before coming to the town of Union, which
is where we picked up I-84 again, well past the chaos caused
by the accident.

There is a town called
Medical Springs, out there
in the middle of nowhere. Blink twice and
you’ll miss it. It reminds
us that, back in the late
1800s, most of our
ancestors lived in those
small towns scattered all
over the West. Baker City
was a pretty big town for
the times, and the idea
of a Portland or a Seattle
or a San Francisco was too
much to think about.

The State Park on
Catherine Creek was beautiful, and empty on that particular
day. Nash got to take a long walk on his leash, out over
the bridge to look down at the creek, and wander through
the trees.

Our restful interlude, in a beautiful little park out in the
country by a creek, was the high point of a day spent
flogging our new van through parts of four states toward a
home that was all the more desirable for the twelve days we
had been away.
The best part of any journey is the homecoming.
That, and the little adventures that soothe your soul along
the way.

had to have was a TV. We were
entranced by science fiction
programs and movies; one of
our TV favorites was Star Trek.
We never missed it and I could
never have dreamed that in
my own life time I would
experience some of the wonders
they portrayed. I thought the
producers of Star Trek were
really asking too much of
viewers to expect us to believe
you could stand in front of
a
screen
and
command
“Computer, call Spock to the
bridge” or “what is the distance
to Alpha Centauri?” and the computer would answer back
intelligently, sounding almost like Siri or Alexa sounds now.

In the 1980s personal computers started to creep their
way into my work life. Learning to use them was an ongoing
process. Our department in the 400 Yesler Building included
the information technology services for the City, although
the City’s mainframe computers were located elsewhere. The
IT Division had a room with several personal computers that
departmental employees could use for work projects. One of
the IT employees was usually available to tutor or coach us
in their use. Soon I became dependent on spreadsheets and
word processing programs and there was no turning back.
The department’s typing pool and calculators became obsolete
and our Fleet Administration office had a desktop computer
all our own. Other devices became increasingly available.
Our department, the Department of Administrative Services
(DAS), had something called a facsimile machine and one
black and white copy machine for the whole department. Wow!
The future had arrived!
Then technology invaded my home. I decided to buy a
computer for my home to do some of my work projects and I

continued on page 7
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joined a service called “Prodigy,” an ancestor to today’s social
media. We got an answering machine for our phone and
eventually a digital camera that eliminated trips to the drugstore
for film and developing photos. It all seemed to happen when
I wasn’t paying attention.

In 1968—fifty years ago!—the film 2001, A Space Odyssey
was shown in theaters. A computer named HAL demonstrated
what we now call artificial
intelligence. HAL was
shown interacting with
astronauts on a space
mission. In 1970, another
film titled Colossus; the
Forbin Project described a
computer named Colossus
that was designed to
eliminate war. Colossus
and HAL both were shown
to gradually develop
sentience, the capacity to
feel emotions, as well as
the ability to reason. In
retrospect, the possibility
of computers actually
thinking gave rise to fears
that are beginning to
trouble us today.
Recently, I detect a
certain paranoia creeping
into our consciousness.
Some of my friends are certain that my introducing Alexa into
my household possesses dangers of which I’m ignorant.
I have been told that having an Echo Alexa device gives
“them” the power to listen to every conversation going on in
my house. And “they” can forward this information to some

ARSCE Has
A New Website!
We’re so excited to share with
you our brand new website.
Just hop on the internet at
www.arsce.org and navigate
around the site and see what’s
happening in your organization.
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mysterious agency that is just waiting to pounce on some
perceived wrongdoing on my part. I consider this a paranoid
urban legend, but who am I to contradict this premise?
My friends have no evidence to support such an idea other
than, “I think I read it somewhere.” But then again, I have no
evidence to deny the possibility of such an idea.
I remember the calm voice of HAL speaking to the astronaut
Dave in the movie Space Odyssey. Dave is trying to escape
danger or get the ship back to Earth. When Dave tries to
bypass the controls and operate the spaceship manually, he is
not permitted to do that. HAL, the computer, simply repeats
soothingly, “I’m sorry Dave, I can’t allow you to do that.” Dave
knows that if the computer continues to operate the ship, it
will lead to disaster. I don’t remember the film’s conclusion,
but I seem to remember it didn’t end well.
I’m not prone to paranoia or conspiracy theories, but a
strange fantasy popped into my head. What if I am watching
a TV program or listening to a podcast that Alexa or Siri
deems inappropriate? Perhaps it is a political program that
the device doesn’t like or agree
with. When I ask “her” to tune to
that program, might a cultured
voice intone, “I’m sorry Joyce, I
can’t allow you to do that?” But,
as I said, I am not prone to
paranoia or conspiracy theories
so I don’t dwell on such things.
At one time I thought talking to
a computer was impossible. So
how can I say whether or not it
could happen? Our wildest science
fiction fantasies seem to be here.
Is it progress or paranoia?
Only the future will tell.
Joyce Dickhaut, Fleet Administration Manager, Retired

Here’s where you’ll
find the latest
news from ARSCE.
Look us up!
When you visit www.facebook.com
simply type in:
ARSCE-Active and Retired Seattle City Employees Group

Send ARSCE Your News, Short Stories & Poems
ARSCE News
You can send your information to:
P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385

Or email your news & information to:
arscenews@arsce.org

Be sure to visit www.arsce.org

NEXT NEWS DEADLINE: January 15th, 2019

Celebrating Black History Month
February ~ 2019
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Joanne Anton, Pers

Kurt Murphy, SPU

Memorials

Donations

Dan Haw
In memory of Ron Hutchison, SCL

David E. Edwards
Marion Herth

Kathy Ray
In memory of Kent Jansen, SCL

Anne Miller

Victoria Troisi
In memory of Leticia Bernales, SDOT

Kathy Ray

In Memory
Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members
Mary E. Barnell*
Beneficiary
Died: 11/10/18
Age: 97
Marilyn L. Bennett
Died: 10/3/18
Age: 92
Carol Ann Bradley
Vested, DCLU
Died: 10/6/17
Age: 75
Philip J. Burke*, Metro
Retired: 2/1997
Died: 9/17/18
Age: 87
James Campbell*, SCL
Retired: 2/1996
Died: 10/14/18
Age: 84
Daniel P. Cartwright
Died: 10/5/18
Age: 94

Dominic J. Davanzo
Died: 8/21/18
Age: 98

Shirley Ann Laudan
Died: 11/3/18
Age: 91

Judy A. Dodd*, SCL
Retired: 9/2006
Died: 9/19/18
Age: 73

Betty A. Love
Died: 9/15/18
Age: 94

Lucy H. Fujii
Died: 11/1/18
Age: 97
Russell B. Goetz, Parks
Died: 10/4/18
Age: 62
Lexor Green*
Human Services
Retired: 9/2001
Died: 10/4/18
Age: 74
Kenneth F. Hanson, SCL
Died: 9/22/18
Age: 83

Betty A. Champlain, ESD
Died: 9/14/18
Age: 85

Bruce M. Hubbard*, DCLU
Retired: 2/1993
Died: 8/13/18
Age: 94

Lorraine Crist
Died: 10/20/18
Age: 90

Lawrence D. Jones, Police
Died: 3/12/18
Age: 73

DONATIONS TO ARSCE
Since ARSCE operates on a limited budget; donations
are always welcome and very much appreciated. ARSCE is a
501 (c)(3) organization. Your donation will be tax deductible
within the limits established by the Internal Revenue Service.
Regular donations are noted in the “Golden
Contributions” section of ARSCE News, listing the donor’s
name and department retired from.
Donations in memory of someone are noted in the
“Memorials” section of ARSCE News. The name of the
deceased person for whom the donation is made and the
donor’s name and department retired from are listed. If
you would like the family of the deceased person notified of
your donation, please include their name and address. A
letter will then be sent to them telling them of your
memorial donation.
Mail donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, WA
98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.
You may also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on
page 12 of each issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be
made utilizing a luncheon reservation form. If you have
any questions, please call Victoria Troisi at 425-443-3799.

Rodolfo V. Opiniano
Sea Ctr
Died: 10/7/18
Age: 79
Charlotte M. Owens
Died: 10/11/18
Age: 88

Irma J. Lowe
Died: 9/8/16
Age: 90

Stanley J. Pasin, SPU
Died: 10/29/18
Age: 81

Robert W. Matson
Neighborhoods
Retired: 11/2013
Died: 9/5/18
Age: 69

Jeannette Rogge*, SCL
Retired: 3/1991
Died: 11/25/18
Age: 93

Larry McCoy, SDOT
Died: 8/18/18
Age: 73

Frances I. Russell*
Beneficiary
Died: 11/18/18
Age: 97

Anne S. Mjelleli
Died: 9/30/18
Age: 94

Oliver Sanders, Parks
Died: 9/20/18
Age: 85

Gene Nyland*, SCL
Retired: 7/1994
Died: 10/25/18
Age: 83

Stanley Shiebert
Library
Died: 9/8/18
Age: 84

Frances S. Ogino*, SCL
Retired: 10/1988
Died: 11/1/18
Age: 96

Lois E. Somerville
Died: 9/30/18
Age: 92
Itsuko Tanaka*
Beneficiary
Died: 9/24/18
Age: 95
Anthony J. Wawrzycki
Sea Ctr
Died: 10/28/18
Age: 70
Robert M. Webb, SCL
Died: 9/1/18
Age: 83
Janet C. Wilcox
Died: 10/16/18
Age: 83
Kyle J. Wilson, SCL
Died: 9/24/18
Age: 60
Lloyd G. Wolfe*
Metro
Retired: 2/2004
Died: 7/3/18
Age: 86

Nancy B. Solibakke*
Library
Retired: 7/1991
Died: 9/17/18
Age: 92

ARSCE Donation Application
Please check appropriate box.
Golden Contribution 
Memorial 
Donor’s

Name

__________________________________

Dept. Retired from _______________________________
For Memorial Only:
In Memory of __________________________________
Dept. Retired from ______________________________
To Notify Family of Donation ~ Provide the following:
Family’s
Address

Name

__________________________________

________________________________________

City __________________ State ____ Zip Code _______ _
Fill in form, clip and send donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle,
WA 98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute. You may
also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on page 12 of each issue
of ARSCE News, or donations can be made utilizing a luncheon reservation
form. If you have any questions, call Victoria Troisi at 425-443-3799.
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BOOK NOTES
By Lorry Garratt,
Library

GONE TO DUST. By Matt Goldman ~ 2017

SUNBURN. By Laura Lippman ~ 2018

Private Detective Nils Shapiro, based in Minneapolis and
planning for another frigid winter as he tries to forget his ex-wife,
responds to a former colleague in neighboring Edina and agrees to
work on a murder case of suburban socialite Maggie Somerville.
The DNA evidence is largely obscured because the body was covered
with the dust of hundreds of emptied vacuum bags. Further there
is a mysterious and often called number on her phone. An intricately
plotted storyline confuses every succeeding clue.

Polly and Adam, both just passing through, meet in a small
Delaware tavern. They are drawn to each other but over the summer
they begin a passionate affair despite each holding dangerous
secrets. Then someone dies but they are so ensnared that neither
knows how to get away even if they want to and it is probably too
late anyway.

CRIMSON LAKE. By Candice Fox ~ 2017
In the steamy wetlands of a rural Australian town, two
dissimilar events take over the thoughts of the residents. A wellknown author disappears and his remains are found in a crocodile.
The second is the abduction and brutal rape of a 13 year old. And
in the background is the murder of a teenage girl. It is a tangled
powerhouse of wrong information and identification and a town
that will not forgive even when the truth is uncovered.

WARLIGHT. By Michael Ondaatje ~ 2018
In 1945, 14 year old Nathaniel and his sister Rachel are left
behind when their parents move to Singapore, leaving them in the
care of a mysterious man named Moth. He has an eccentric crew
of friends who are all equally mysterious, especially in their wartime service. Later, as an adult, Nathaniel begins to uncover many
answers to the mysteries, especially his mother’s role as perhaps
one of the most impressive of the spies of the war.
SOMETHING IN THE WATER. By Catherine Steadman ~ 2018

A mysterious letter with an unusual stamp reveals a family secret
from WW II. Katie Nelson’s life is not going well when she delivers
her father’s stamp collection to an appraiser in 1989 Los Angeles.
The appraiser finds one possible treasure, a letter with a German
stamp from Nazi occupied Austria, containing an edelweiss flower.
It is the key to an astonishing secret.

Erin is a successful documentary film maker and Mark a
handsome investment banker on his way up. With big plans for
their future, they marry and embark on a dream honeymoon in
Bora Bora. They begin by enjoying the beautiful sea and sand, but
then while scuba diving they find something in the water and in an
instant everything begins to change. Now they are surrounded by
uncertainty, menace, and danger on all sides, and the most peculiar
types of threat.

BEFORE WE WERE YOURS. By Lisa Wingate ~ 2017

SWIMMING LESSONS. By Claire Fuller ~ 2017

Based on a true story of a Tennessee adoption organization
run by a woman who kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy
families. Memphis 1939—12 year old Rill Foss and four siblings
live on a shanty boat in a state of extreme poverty. When her parents
leave for the hospital and another birth, it is the last time the family
will be together. Moving ahead to the present, Avery Stafford, a
lawyer and daughter of wealth, has a chance encounter that leads
her into a search of her long hidden family history.

Parallel narratives are told in letters Ingrid Coleman writes to
her husband Gil about the truth of their marriage but she never
sends them. Instead she hides them in the thousands of books her
husband has collected. After writing the final letter Ingrid
disappears. Her daughter never believes her mother is dead so
after 12 years she begins to question her father.

THE LOST LETTER. By Jillian Cantor ~ 2017

Contact Ms. Garratt at booknotes@arsce.org

Fellowship All Over Town
Engineers’ Luncheon: Retired City and County Engineering
people meet for lunch quarterly. Call Barbara Graham @
206.356.8606; or Joe Curulla @ 425.643.0309; or Sharon
Howell @ 206.363.1909 for information.
City Light Line Crews & Friends Breakfast: This group
meets at Shay’s Restaurant, 15744 Aurora Ave. North, near
160th on the East side of Aurora, on the first Thursday of
the month at 8:00 AM. Call Bud Eickstadt at 206.362.8336
for information.
RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association)
Lunches: If you retired from City Light, you should be
receiving the Newsletter sent out at regular intervals which
lists the dates and locations of the informal luncheons and
the more formal fall and spring luncheons. For information
contact Jack Kelley at 206.522.0807 or go to www.rclea.net
Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on
the second Wednesday of each month.
Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End): This group meets
at Shari’s Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first
Saturday of each month.
Transit Retirees (South End): Meet at the Burien Elks
Lodge at South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third
Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM for breakfast. Contact Al
Ramey at 206.243.8504 or Dave Carter at 206.910.8311.
City Light South End Crews and Friends: This group
will meet for breakfast at 9:00 AM the first Tuesday of each

month at the Denny’s located on First Ave. So. and So. 148th
Street. Call Jack Carlson at 206-790-5022 for information.
METRO Retirees’ Lunch: This group meets at 11:00 AM
the second Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and Nov.
at the Crazy Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in
Mountlake Terrace. At 11:00 AM on the second Wednesday
of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., and Dec. The group meets
at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at 13500 Interurban
Ave. So. in Tukwila. For information call Lonnie Sewell at
206.915.1415.
Another Retired Transit Group: This group meets the
1st Saturday of the month at the Family Pancake House located
at 238th & Aurora at 7:30 AM. Contact Dave Carter at
206.910.8311.
Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD. This
group meets at 11:00 AM the first Monday of the month
at the Super China Buffet, 15323 Westminster Way,
Shoreline, WA 98133.
Engineering Retirees’ Lunch: Engineering Dept. Field
Personnel Retirees meet the 1st Wednesday of the month
at 10:00 AM at Shay’s Restaurant at N. 160th St. & Aurora
Ave. N. in Shoreline, WA. Contact Roy Galloway at
206.362.3937 for further information.
Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at the 125th Street Grill located at
12255 Aurora Ave. North. We meet at 11:30 AM for lunch.
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The Film Guy
Some Favorites on DVD
By Jim Mohundro

Fly, Fly, Ely Away!
This column is not about baseball films, but is dedicated to
the late, great Dave Niehaus, long-time voice of the
Seattle Mariners.
Many early 20th century scientists, and not a few physicists,
knew the laws of aerodynamics could not be broken, saying
“it’ll never fly.” They were
wrong, but a couple of
brothers were Wright.
Director
William
Wellman’s Wings (1927),
the first Academy Award
winner for Best Picture,
is filmed long before
sophisticated special effects
or
computer-generated
graphics. Wellman was a
flyer in the First World
War’s Lafayette Escadrille .
The flying scenes are real and
used for years in many airwar films that follow.
Clara Bow is the love interest
and the major box office
attraction, “Buddy” Rogers is
the male lead (he later married Mary Pickford) and Gary
Cooper makes a brief but memorable early appearance in this
silent classic.
MGM throws all its production resources, including its star
power, into 30 Seconds Over Tokyo (1944), the account of
a hastily planned and executed retaliatory air raid on Japan’s
capital city just four months
after Pearl Harbor. Mervyn
LeRoy directs the film with a
cast that includes Spencer
Tracy (as Lieutenant Colonel
James
Doolittle),
Van
Johnson, Robert Walker,
Stephen McNally, Don
DeFore, Robert Mitchum and
many other members of the
MGM family.

Twelve O’Clock High
(1949) is a film about the
psychological burdens of
command
in
wartime.
Gregory Peck is Brigadier
General Frank Savage, a
commander
with
the
strengths and failings of
ordinary
people,
his
adjutant is Dean Jagger
(who takes home an Oscar
for Best Supporting Actor) and the rest of the cast is led by
Hugh Marlowe, Gary Merrill, Millard Mitchell, Robert Arthur
and Paul Stewart.
The letters CBE, DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar, DL, FRAeS after
Group Captain Sir Douglas Robert Bader’s name are more
than window dressing. Reach
for the Sky (1956) tells the
true story of Doug “Dogsbody”
Bader, a young RAF flying
officer who loses both legs in
an aerobatics accident in 1931,
but goes on to fly a Spitfire in
the Battle of Britain , survive
a crash in Occupied France, and
finish out the war in Colditz
Castle, the German POW
Camp
for
incorrigible
prisoners. Kenneth More is
solid as Bader in this film,
winner of the BAFTA (British
Academy
of
Film
and
Television Arts) Award for Best
British Film of 1956.

The Right Stuff (1983) 35 years have passed for this
movie and, while today’s U.S. Space Program seems to proceed

in its own on and off rhythm, let’s return to those thrilling
days of yesteryear when Director Phil Kaufman manages to
bring a sort of magic to Tom Wolfe’s best-seller. The young
adventurers are Ed Harris, Scott Glenn, Sam Shepard, Fred Ward,
and Dennis Quaid, and Barbara Hershey and a few other young
women are the ones left behind. There is an element of
mystery with Royal Dano as a minister, and not left behind are
the politics of the era with Donald Moffat as a larger-than-life
(well, probably pretty close to life) LBJ. The Right Stuff won
just four non-acting Oscars and lost money, but it is a gem of
film achievement well worth a revisit.

Star Wars (1977) Twelve
Star Wars movies have been
produced
for
theatre
presentation and they’ve
been more than amply
reviewed
since
their
advents. The 1977 effects
shot on film with Nikon
35mm
cameras
and
miniaturized sets have been
replaced in today’s films
with incredibly plausible
computer-generated
graphics, and most of the
actors and their viewers have
aged over 40-plus years.
Although he’d worked in
modest roles in movies since
1966, Harrison Ford is an
“overnight sensation” in his
role as the madcap and
fierce warrior Han Solo.
The beginning of the Star Wars franchise is noted above to
recognize Harrison Ford as (perhaps) not a great actor, but a
durable one (survivor of at least a couple of plane crashes in
real life). Air Force One (1997) is a typical Ford programmer,
but an effective thriller, as Ford vanquishes the villains while
maintaining reasonable decorum as President of the United
States dealing with trouble
on his own chariot.
The Die Hard franchise
is not nearly as long or
visually spectacular as Star
Wars , but Bruce Willis has
made a career as Detective
John McClane in the series,
of which 1990’sDie Hard 2
is a sequel to the first
Die Hard
(1988), which
has even been presented,
mayhem included, as a
Christmas film. This sequel
is set two years later in an
airport (hence its inclusion
here), and a viewing
together with the first
movie, if the inevitable
violence doesn’t put you
off, could be a full evening
of fun and popcorn.
I don’t know how Jodie Foster gets herself into such trouble
(Taxi Driver, Silence of the Lambs, Panic Room ), but she’s
at it again in the modest, but effective, 2005 thriller Flightplan,
losing her daughter somewhere in an aircraft during its
transatlantic flight. Of course, no one but the movie audience
believes her, but we’ll stick with her to the end because we
know that Jodie is a Yale
graduate and a tough cookie
who will figure it out and
defeat the menace.
Two fine actors, the
always reliable George
Clooney and the sometimes
underrated Vera Farmiga,
co-star comfortably and
convincingly in 2009’s
Up in the Air , a quiet
little
film
about
the
loneliness of the longdistance traveler. Nothing
very dramatic or violent
happens in this movie, but it seems quite real about how life
must go on as routine and intimacy can be in conflict from

continued on page 11
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The Film Guy...continued from page 10
time to time. Perhaps it’s today’s shadow of David Lean’s
splendid Brief Encounter (1945).

1.

ckcol

2.

isone mreka ________________________________

3.

arypt ath

4.

Tsmie Aaequr ______________________________

5.

ihitnmdg ___________________________________

6.

ioylahd

7.

herces ______________________________________

8.

leetcrabe ____________________________________

9.

unestirolo ___________________________________

_______________________________________

____________________________________

_____________________________________

10. lokaccit _____________________________________

ANSWERS
ANSWERS:

Times Square

4.

party hat

3.

noise maker

2.

clock

1.

10. cocktail
9.
8.
7.
6.

resolution
celebrate
cheers
holiday

Here is a bonus film that
does have subtitles, but I’ve
included it because the
principal actors, the airmen
of the film’s opening, are so
soon safely on the ground.
The catch is that they are a
World War II RAF bomber
crew with a crash landing in
G e r m a n - o c c u p i e d
Nederland
Nederland. These brave
fellows are rather a bit
homesick, and although none
are lassies, they want to come
home. One of Our Aircraft
is Missing (1942) is written, directed and produced by
The Archers (Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger),
one of the greatest production teams of the 1940s.

Test your skills at unscrambling these words. Answers below.

midnight

These films have subtitles
in English or “close
captioning” for the hearing impaired, and are around town at
video stores that carry decent inventories of the classics,
but the films may also be available with subtitles or close
captioning from the Seattle Public Library and other local
libraries, cable or satellite, or from “streaming” resources
such as Netflix, Amazon and Hulu. I’m sad to note that its
new owner, Time-Warner, has chosen to shut down Filmstruck,
a fine streaming service.

New Year’s Word Scramble

5.

Movie heroes are usually script-named O’Bannion, or Savage
or MacKinnon, or sport similar straightforward Anglo-Saxon
monikers . Sully (2016) is a
real life tale of a guy named
Sullenberger who spends
much of his adult life flying
an aircraft, which requires
some skill at taking off
and landing. Tom Hanks,
essentially today’s everyman
in films, and perhaps
someday even a Jimmy
Stewart, is “Sully,” who
probably has given little
thought to flying, let alone
landing, a seaplane, but
does so here, on the Hudson
River and saves 155 lives.

You can find Mr. Mohundro at filmguy@arsce.org

Looking for a
Volunteer
Opportunity?
Many ARSCE members currently volunteer. Others
would like to volunteer, but are not sure what
opportunities exist. Space limitations mean we
cannot list individual opportunities in the
ARSCE News.
Please refer to these two extensive websites for
volunteering opportunities in the Seattle area: United
Way of King County (www.uwkc.org/volunteer).
This is probably the most comprehensive of the
local volunteer opportunity websites. A search of
their database using the term “parks” returned 76
different volunteer opportunities; “animal” returned
65 opportunities, “home” returned 141, “senior”
returned 50 and “children” returned 595. You can
register on the site and arrange to have internet
“feeds” sent to you about volunteer opportunities
in areas that interest you.
Volunteer Match (www.volunteermatch.org) is
another very good comprehensive site with some
interesting geographical limit capabilities. Enter your
home zip code to start.

Complete Our Circle

Join ARSCE today
as a Retiree, Beneficiary, or
Active Employee looking forward
to a future City retirement.
Application form on Page 12.

Thursday
ebr
uar
Thursday,, F
Febr
ebruar
uaryy 14th, 2019
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Celebrate Presidents’ Day ~ Monday / February 18th, 2019
Welcome to ARSCE’s
2019 MEETING AND PUBLICATION DATES

Luncheon

Wednesday ~ March 13th, 2019

Wed. Jan. 9
Tues. Jan. 15

ARSCE Executive Board Meeting
News Deadline (Mar/Apr Issue)

Wed.
Fri.

Feb. 13
Feb. 15

ARSCE Executive Board Meeting
Mail ARSCE News/Insert ballots
in (Mar/April Issue)

Wed.
Wed.

Mar. 13
Mar. 13

Luncheon Meeting
Ballots Due in PO Box

A CTIVE & R ETIRED E MPLOYEES ~ Y OU’ RE INVITED
TO A TTEND THE ARSCE B OARD M EETINGS .
P LEASE F EEL F REE TO J OIN U S !

West Seattle Golf Course / 4470 – 35th Ave. SW, Seattle WA 98126

NAME(S) ______________________________________

Note: Calendar is subject to change by Board approval.

______________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________
Y/S
TATE ______________________ ZIP __________
CIT
CITY/S
Y/ST
PHONE ____________________ DONA
TION $ _________
DONATION

Application for Membership:
Active & Retired Seattle City Employees

No. Attending = _______ x $20 each = $
$____________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCL
OSED: $ ______________________
ENCLOSED:
MAIL TO: ARSCE SPRING LUNCHEON
X 75385, SEA
TTLE, W
A 98
175-0385
P.O. BO
BOX
SEATTLE,
WA
981
Please make your check or money order payable to: ARSCE Spring
L uncheon; mail it with this com
ple
orm. Or
ou
comple
plett ed reser
reservv ation fform.
Or,, yyou
may register and pay online by going to www.arsce.or
g . Click on
www.arsce.org
the “Spring Luncheon” link under “Events Calendar” March 2019.

New Member 
Beneficiary 
Address Change 
Dues Payment 
Donation 
Name ______________________________ Tel. No.___________________
Address ______________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State _______ Zip____________

An Open Letter to All ARSCE Members
Your ARSCE Board has been able to maintain your
yearly Membership dues at $12.00 since March, 2011.
As you are no doubt aware, costs have increased over
the past 7 years. ARSCE is feeling the pinch and we
find it is necessary to ask you to approve the raising
of our yearly dues from $12.00 to $15.00. That’s an
increase of only 25 cents per month!
We have (or will have, in the case of current
employees) one common interest that binds us
together—our monthly retirement check.

Date Retired ___________ From Dept. ___________ Amt. Encl. _______
If still employed with the City, indicate the number of years: ________
E-Mail Address ________________________________________________
Annual Dues: To be $15.00 (7/1-6/30)
=================================================================
If you wish to have your dues deducted from the check you receive in
July, please fill out the following section for the Retirement Office and
include it with the rest of this coupon when you mail it to ARSCE.
Or apply online at the email address below.

Active & Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization

ARSCE has been your “Retirement Advocate Since
1973.” Towards that end we:
• Press for improvements in retirees’ pensions,
such as the extension of 1.5% annual cost-ofliving benefit to all Seattle City Employees’
Retirement System (SCERS) members;
• Monitor retiree benefits by attending and
reporting on SCERS Board meetings and
explaining benefit information made available
to us from the City of Seattle;

• Publish the ARSCE News six times each year;
maintain our website at www.arsce.org; and
email updates which include social, legislative,
and educational news for City of Seattle current
employees, retirees, and beneficiaries;
• Host quarterly luncheons to provide the
opportunity to connect with other current
employees, retirees, beneficiaries, and friends.
And, we have a lot of fun!

We are asking you to support this small dues
increase from $12.00 to $15.00 per year. The vote
will be taken at the Spring Luncheon on March 13th,
2019 at the West Seattle Golf Course. Please join us
for a great time, and to vote.
Your ARSCE Board

To: The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’
Retirement System:
The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle Employees’
Retirement System to deduct from my retirement, beneficiary and/or
disability allowance, such dues as are duly established from time to
time by the Active & Retired Seattle City Employees (ARSCE). Until
further written notice by me to The Retirement System Office, such
deduction shall be made annually from my July allowance and shall be
paid to Active & Retired Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, Seattle,
WA 98175-0385.

______________________________________________________

Name (Please Print)

Department

______________________________________ ____/____/_____

Signature

Date

______________________________________________________

Address

______________________________/________/______________

City

State

Zip Code

Mail to: Active & Retired Seattle City Employees
P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385 Attn: Victoria Troisi
Or Apply online at: http://arsce.org/membershipapp3.htm

