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Coronavirus Pandemic Impacts at SCERS
Note – In March, SCERS staff sent updates to the SCERS Board of Administration on the 
impacts of the coronavirus on the department’s operations and investments.  Revised 
versions of these updates are provided below. 
Operational Changes:
 On behalf of SCERS (Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System) staff and Board 
of Administrators, we hope that everyone is staying safe and we’d like to take this         

opportunity to provide a brief update on how SCERS Operations is responding to the growing concerns and changing environment related to 
the coronavirus pandemic.  

 On Monday, March 9th, almost all SCERS teams (Accounting, Member Services, Information Technology, and Investments) began working 
remotely.  Since March 25th, the entire SCERS office is closed with all staff working remotely.  This was a huge transition and we are very proud 
of how smoothly it went and for the SCERS teams’ resolve, focus, and adaptability.

 As of Monday, March 16th, SCERS closed its public facing customer service windows in accordance with Public Health and City guidance.  
SCERS continues to serve members via telephone and email.  All in person appointments have been converted to phone appointments.  SCERS 
has also updated its website and posted a notice on the door of the front office to help communicate this change.
 All SCERS Board and Committee meetings and member seminars were canceled for the month of March and going forward.  SCERS has 
been working diligently on a plan for telecommuting all meetings for the foreseeable future.
 In general, the City of Seattle has provided employees with a number of resources, from skype trainings on working from home to employee 
assistance programs to help employees cope with change and fear.

 SCERS continues to stay on top of the changing requirements and guidance from the State and the City and will keep our participants 
posted.

Join us for ARSCE’s 

Wednesday
June 10th, 2020

Reservation form on page 12.

West Seattle Golf Course

Guest Speaker:  Our very own
Michael Purdy.  Now an author,                                                                        
presidential historian, and very entertaining!

Summer BBQ Luncheon
 Well I am sorry to have missed the Spring Luncheon.  I understand it was a small group, but the 
food was good and so was the company.  
 Before we get to the serious part of this article, I am sure you want to hear about our road trip, 
which is why I wasn’t at the luncheon.  We took the long way to try and get some sun in Arizona.  We 
went down through Yakima to Denver, then to Santa Fe and finally to Chandler, Arizona.  We went 
just in time for them to shut down Spring Training games.  So no baseball and only 2 rounds of golf 
because of rain!  It was cold, too.  We took the more direct way home; first night in Las Vegas we got 
a room for the last night that the hotel was open.  There were no casinos, no restaurants—take out 
only.  They gave us a room on the top floor with a view of the Strip and it was like a ghost town, not 
a car or a person in sight.  
 We got home safe and sanitized and we haven’t ventured out much since, like the rest of you, 
I’m sure, just to go to the grocery store and back.  
 Now for some information on the Seattle Retirement System.  We’ve received inquiries from 
members wanting to know how our benefits are being affected by the huge swings, mostly down, in the stock market because of the coronavirus.  
Executive Director Jeff Davis put out an update on the SCERS (Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System) investment portfolio.  I’ll share an 
excerpt that gives the most important information to our members: 
 “Stock markets across the globe have experienced rapid and significant losses.  Interest rates have fallen substantially, and the Federal 
Reserve has taken significant steps to shore up the economy.  The consensus expectation is for a deep recession lasting through at least the 
middle of 2020.  For our members there are a few key things we would like to emphasize.  The first, and probably most important, is that this will 
not impact employee benefits.  SCERS has a well-diversified investment portfolio with sufficient funds to ensure all pension obligations are met 
and all expenses are paid.  SCERS is a long-term investor and, while this downturn is severe, we expect investments will fluctuate over the short 
term.  In fact, just last year the value of our investment portfolio increased by over 17%.” 
 We have put the entirety of Jeff’s update on the ARSCE website and on our ARSCE Facebook page.  We will be monitoring this situation and 
updating our website when appropriate.  
Please stay safe and healthy. 

John 
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ARSCE:  425.443.3799
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Website: www.arsce.org
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Email: seniors@seattle.gov
Website: www.seattle.gov/seniors
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(Benefits)
Email: benefits@arsce.org
Website: www.seattle.gov/Personnel/

Retirement Office: 206.386.1293 or
  1.877.865.0079
(Retirement Checks/Health & Dental Benefits/General 
Questions/Change of Address/Tax Withholding)
Email: retirecity@seattle.gov
Website: www.seattle.gov/retirement
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Celebrating Sunday,
May 10th, 2020

Honoring Sunday,
June 21st, 2020

Coronavirus Pandemic Impacts...continued from page 1
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Alan Brittenham Reporting

Old Timers Luncheon Group
MTD/DAS/ESD/FFD/FAS
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You can reach Mr. Brittenham @ abrittenham1@comcast.net

 The March luncheon of the Old Timer’s Group happened 
soon after the initial panic cause by the coronavirus 
pandemic.  The initial result of the panic was a complete 
sellout of toilet paper throughout most of the county.  The 
lines at Costco were historic.
 Despite all that, though not without some discussion in 
advance, we proceeded to meet at Feast Buffet Restaurant 
in Renton, 13 of us, anyway, enough for a coven.  The food 
was varied and good, as usual.  I hope it comes as no 
surprise, and with as little disappointment as possible, 
that the near-unanimous consensus of the group was that 
the Feast Buffet, at 485 Renton Center Way South, by Fred 
Meyer, will remain the location of choice for our monthly 
luncheons.  We hope you can join us there soon.  
Update: Due to “sheltering in place,” The Old Timers 
Luncheon Group did not meet  on April 6th, 2020.  Hopefully, 
May 4th, 2020 will find us meeting for lunch once again.  
Stay tuned for further advisement.

FLAG DAY
Stars and Stripes Forever!

Sunday,
June 14th, 2020

Investment Portfolio:
 We’d like to take the opportunity to provide a brief update on the 
SCERS investment portfolio given recent market volatility.
 Over the last few weeks, the capital markets have reacted with 
growing concern to the coronavirus, as it has become increasingly 
apparent that it has spread beyond a limited set of countries and is 
likely to inflict widespread economic damage. Equity markets across 
the globe have experienced a rapid and significant drawdown. 
Interest rates have fallen substantially as the market anticipates 
further action from the Federal Reserve. The consensus expectation 
is for a deep recession lasting through the middle of 2020.
 We estimate that the SCERS investment portfolio has returned 
approximately -9% year-to-date through today (March 31, 2020), 
although this figure is changing on a daily basis given high market 
volatility. This challenging start to the year follows a strong 2019  
where the investment portfolio returned +17.2%. As we would expect, 
Public Equity (48% target allocation) has been the poorest performing 
asset class in 2020 with a -16% estimated return. The portfolio is 
benefitting from strong diversification with the Core Fixed Income 
asset class (18% target allocation) returning an estimated +4%. As 
we do at the end of each month, we will be rebalancing the portfolio 
back to our strategic asset allocation targets, which will primarily 
entail adding Public Equity and reducing Core Fixed Income. We 
do this to keep our risk profile stable and because long-term return 
expectations have likely improved for Public Equity and fallen for 
Core Fixed Income.
 It’s important to keep in mind our investment beliefs in these  
kinds of challenging market environments. Among them, that 
“SCERS is a long-term investor [which] allows the Board to invest 
meaningfully in equities and other growth-sensitive assets that 
will experience short-term fluctuations, but are expected to deliver 
substantial value in the long run.” This is one of those short-term 
fluctuations that we expect where it’s important for us to remain 
steadfast and focused on the long-term.
 Once the coronavirus has been abated and the threat lowered 
on this terrible pandemic, the markets will, hopefully, rebound.
Sources:  SCERS Staff
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Some Favorites on DVD
By Jim Mohundro

The Film Guy
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  I recently wrote about screen couples working together in films 
where their complements and contrasts made entertaining, even 
magic, music together.  Some couples enjoyed (or made wholly 
believable) romantic relationships in their films, some were even 
couples in life, some actors were sharing missions or other plot-
driven enterprises, with various comforts and discomforts, some 
couples were male and female, some male and male, and some 
female and female.  All were movie stars.
  There is also sometimes an inexplicable chemistry between these 
actors and some directors, and between some writers and directors. 
The chemistry might be sexual, but it’s more often not; it’s what 
seems to happen when two professionals with very different film-
making jobs create a compound 
from different elements (remember 
high school lab science?).  In either 
case, memorable art is created, and 
we leave the theatre just a bit more 
satisfied than at our journey’s begin-
ning. Although the cliché response is 
that “it’s only a movie,” here are a few 
collaborators who have left durable 
film memories of great pleasure:
  Hungarian émigré Alexander 
Korda comes to England in the 
1920s and creates London Films with 
brothers Vincent and Zoltan.  Korda 
hires many other Hungarians who, 
by the 1930s, were refugees from 
their native country, Germany and 
Austria, among them writer Emeric 
Pressburger, who can read, but 
speaks and writes little English.  Korda 
asks Pressburger to fix another’s 
unusable film script to be directed by 
Michael Powell, an English director 
who has risen to England’s “A List” 
of directors.  Powell and Pressburger 
navigate their language barrier to 
create 1939’s The Spy in Black for 
German refugee actor Conrad Veidt.  
Powell and Pressburger begin their 
partnership, The Archers, perhaps 
the greatest writer/producer/
director team of the 1940s.  In the 
U.S., they are best known for The 
Red Shoes (1948), one of the greatest 
ballet films ever made, with Sadler’s 
Wells Ballet-trained Moira Shearer in 
her film debut.  The Archers’ 1946 A 
Matter of Life and Death (Stairway 
to Heaven in the U.S.) is chosen for 
the first Royal Film Performance.
  A bright leap into the present 
is the successful talent merge of 
American director Greta Gerwig and young Irish actor Saoirse 
Ronan, with Lady Bird (2017) and 2019’s Little Women, and Academy 
Award nominations for both films.
  John Ford, born John Feeney in Maine, identifies with his Irishness 
through films like The Quiet Man (1952) and 1958’s The Last Hurrah, 
but he is most remembered as a man who made westerns, including 
an epic of the silent era, 1924’s The Iron Horse, a story of the first 
transcontinental railroad.  Former USC football player Marion 
Morrison becomes John Wayne, new leading man in 1930’s The Big 
Trail, but, after this first starring role, his career slumps until Ford 
selects him for Stagecoach (1939).  Ford and Wayne make another 
13 films together, Wayne is a star for the remainder of his career and 
his grazing ground is not often far from Arizona’s Monument Valley, 
where he is especially convincing as retiring Captain Nathan Brittles 
in Ford’s She Wore a Yellow Ribbon (1949).
  George Cukor is often characterized as a ”women’s director” and 
he directs some of the best actors among them, including Katharine 
Hepburn who starred in Cukor’s 1932 Bill of Divorcement and nine 
others, including The Philadelphia Story (1940), which restores 
Hepburn to Hollywood stardom after several flops and being named 
“box office poison” in 1938 in The Hollywood Reporter.
  James Stewart, who wins the Best Supporting Actor Oscar for 
The Philadelphia Story, makes the most of his on-screen “aw shucks” 
persona as early as the mid-1930s (he was a Princeton architecture 

graduate and experienced young stage actor), but directors Alfred 
Hitchcock and Anthony Mann start to work with Stewart in the 
star’s post-war years, mining a talent and personality perhaps 
matured in Stewart’s experiences as a World War II bomber pilot.  
Mr. Stewart makes four films with Hitchcock, including the tricky 
one interior  set-bound Rope (1948), Rear Window (1954), Hitchcock’s 
1956  remake of  his own 1934 version of The Man Who Knew Too 
Much, and 1958’s Vertigo, arguably the director’s greatest thriller.  
Stewart’s emergence from his slump comes with Anthony Mann’s 
1950 Winchester ‘73 in the first of five westerns with Mann, notably 
The Naked Spur (1953) and The Man from Laramie (1955), in which the 
actor shows unsuspected intensity as a man always tough but not 
always fair or good.
  Although then-divorced Carole Lombard and William Powell 
are able to work together in the great comedy My Man Godfrey in 
1936, it’s an infrequent happening when it works well with a pair of 
professionals who live and love together, break up a life partnership, 
but are able to continue to work together to make movies.  Woody 

Allen and Diane Keaton are able 
to bring it off with their first film 
1972’s Play it Again, Sam, through 
their biggest commercial 
success Annie Hall (1977) and, 
post-breakup, 1993’s Manhattan 
Murder Mystery, and, apparently, 
remain friends today. 
   The titles of 1941’s High Sierra 
place co-star Humphrey 
Bogart’s name just under star 
Ida Lupino.  Bogart, who has just 
arrived at A-picture leading role 
recognition, is not comfortable 
with the screen credit, but John 
Huston, co-writer of the film 
(with W. R. Burnett), is happy 
that Bogart has been chosen 
(after George Raft and Paul 
Muni turn it down) for the part of 
“Mad Dog” Roy Earle, the aging 
gangster.  Soon after, when Raft 
rejects the role of Sam Spade 
in The Maltese Falcon, first-
time director Huston welcomes 
replacement Bogart to the 
team.  Huston, shooting mostly 
in sequence and following 
Dashiell Hammett’s novel very 
closely, adds a sterling group 
of character leads, creating 
perhaps the most famous film 
noir classic.  Huston and Bogart 
go on to pair for six more films, 
including The Treasure of the 
Sierra Madre (1948) and the 
revival gangster film Key Largo 
(both 1948), the latter with 
Edward G Robinson as a tougher, 
smarter, and more dislikable 
Caesar Enrico Bandello-type 
gangster, and The African Queen 
(1951) shot on-location on an 

African river in Technicolor with Bogart and Katharine Hepburn, and 
Bogey wins a long-deserved Best Actor Oscar.
  There are cops, all kinds of cops, and by far, they are mostly the 
good guys, except for a pregnant police chief of Brainerd, Minnesota, 
who is not a guy, but, as a cop she’s good, very good indeed.  She 
is Frances McDormand, and she picks up the 1996 gold statue for 
Best Actress Award for Fargo.  This is a very funny and violent movie, 
in which McDormand is frustrated, aided and abetted by finally 
discovered actor William H. Macy.  This black comedy is directed 
by McDormand’s husband Joel Coen from a screenplay authored 
by Joel and his brother Ethan. While Frances and her relatives go 
on to make six films together, and although she ignores Michael 
Corleone’s advice in The Godfather, “…Don’t ever take sides against 
the family…”, McDormand wins her second Best Actress Oscar for 
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri (2017), directed, written 
and produced by Martin McDonagh.
 These films have subtitles in English or “close captioning” for the hearing 
impaired, and may be around town at video stores (there are just two in Seattle 
at this time) that carry decent inventories of the classics, but the films may also 
be available with subtitles or close captioning from the Seattle Public Library 
and other local libraries, cable (Powell and Pressburger’s The Spy in Black, 
with subtitles, recently appeared on Turner Classic Movies) or satellite, or from 
“streaming” resources such as Netflix, Amazon, Hulu and the Criterion Channel.

Collaborators

You’ll find Mr. Mohundro at filmguy@arsce.org
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By Joe Matthias
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Duffer’s Corner

Skagit ~ Calling
 I am a retired distribution 
lineman.  I was hired in 1968 as a 
lineman’s helper and spent the 
next thirty-three years working 
my way to lineman, then foreman 
which I was when I retired in 2002.  
It’s an occupation that gets into 
your head, into your mind, and 
into your soul.  I often think about 
what else I might have done in 
life, and, for the life of me, I can’t 
come up with anything I could 
have enjoyed doing as avidly as 
what we did on the line crews.  It 
would be, in my way of thinking, a 
travesty then not to spend a little 
time talking about the company 
that allowed me to enjoy my 
working years so very much.  So, 
if you’ll allow me, I think we’ll 
look a little at Seattle City Light, 
in particular the Skagit project, 
from a historical point of view for 
a while.  
 Prior to 1886 electricity was 
literally unknown west of the 
Rockies.  Seattle was no exception.  
So, in 1886, when the newly 
formed Seattle Electric Light 
Company proposed to light the 
streets of Seattle, partly anyway, 
with incandescent lighting, the 
city agreed.  By 1889 lighting 
was becoming standard, more 
or less, on our streets and a new 
line was added up James Street 
that became the first electric 
trolly line in the city.  In 1892 the 
city approved construction of 
a powerhouse and dam on the 
Cedar River below Cedar Lake, 
which went on line in 1905.  In 
1910 the city voted to consolidate 
all the smaller power vendors, 
of which more than a few had 
sprouted up, into one public 
utility, with the Seattle Electric 
Light Company taking the lead. 
 A newcomer to the game, 
J. D. Ross, who oversaw the 
construction of the Cedar River 
plant, was appointed its first 
superintendent.  Ross entered 
with a lot of enthusiasm and a 
vision.  The Skagit River in Whatcom County had long enthralled 
him as to its capacity to provide electric power, but construction 
permits had been issued to the firm of Stone and Webster, an east 
coast conglomerate, and the area was off limits, though they never 
acted on their permits.  In 1916 Stone and Webster’s permits expired 
and Ross jumped at his chance, applying for and getting his own 
permits.  In 1918 he received, after repeated requests, permission to 
develop the Skagit River valley and things were off and running.
 There existed no access to the area, which was the show   
stopper for Stone and Webster, so the first thing Ross did was build 
a railroad from the Great Northern railhead at Rockport to the site 
of the Gorge dam and powerhouse which would supply workers and 
material.  This was completed in 1920.  The second requirement was 
power for the construction project.  For that he had built a small 
powerhouse and dam at Newhalem Creek.  That powerhouse and 
related equipment still exist, the original generators still on site and 
operable. The facility caught fire in 1966, but the equipment was 
salvaged and the buildings rebuilt.  They can be seen today after a 
short walk from Newhalem.  
 Construction started on Gorge Dam in 1921, as well as on the 
powerhouse.  The powerhouse sits at the east end of the town of 

Newhalem, and the dam is approximately three miles upstream, 
connected to the powerhouse by a tunnel blown through the rock.  
It became operational in 1924 and, like the two additional dams 
upstream, is still producing cheap power for Seattle today.  In 1961 

Gorge Dam enjoyed a facelift, 
the project called Gorge High 
Dam, with a new maximum 
height of 300 feet. 
    Next on Ross’s list was the 
daunting Diablo Dam and 
powerhouse.  It was to be 
situated nine miles east of 
Newhalem. It was built at a 
place called Diablo Canyon, 
a gorge of solid granite rising 
some 160 feet.  The dam was 
constructed at the top of this 
downward over the granite 
face, and the powerhouse next 
to it at its foot.  To get to the site 
proved a problem due to the 
narrowness of the canyon from 
Newhalem, coupled with the 
steeper climb.  That was solved 
by constructing an electric 
rail line to the Diablo site that 
transported materials and 
men.  At the site itself another 
problem arose as to how to 
get materials to the top of the 
escarpment.  Ross had built an 
incline rail lift capable of lifting 
two flatcars at a time to the top 
where they were pulled onto a 
short rail line before unloading.  
This incline lift is still there and 
operable today, next to the 
Diablo powerhouse, possibly 
one of maybe two operable 
lifts of its type in the world.  
Eventually it was used to raise 
materials and men to be ferried 
down Diablo Lake to the site 
of the last dam.  Construction 
began on Diablo Dam in 1927 
and it was operational in 1930, 
though it didn’t start producing 
power until 1936.
    The last dam to be built 
was at Ruby Creek, which was 
the original name chosen for 
it.  When J.D. Ross died in 1939 
the dam was appropriately 
renamed in his honor.  Ross 
Dam was built in three phases.  
To aid construction, a cable 
was run from cliff to cliff over 
the construction site and a 
massive crane hung from it.  
Just how they got that up there 
I’ll probably never know, but it 

took a fair bit of ingenuity and expertise to remove it, which they did 
toward the end of the twentieth century due to safety concerns as 
to its age.  
 Phase one began in 1940 raising the height of the dam to 305 
feet.  Originally it was built as a reservoir only.  Phase two, kicking 
into gear in 1943, raised it to 500 feet.  Finally in 1947, the third phase 
began being completed in 1953 along with the second phase.  It 
was at that time that permission to add a powerhouse and three 
generators was granted, and the dam and powerhouse rose to what 
we have today.  In 1956 a fourth generator was added.  The height of 
Ross Dam was, at that time, 540 feet.
 Oddly enough there was a proposed fourth phase that was to 
take the dam to a maximum height of 665 feet.  The unique waffle 
face on the dam as it sits today was put there specifically to aid in 
the construction of High Ross.  The plan was immediately attacked 
by environmental groups led by Curley Chittenden, logger turned 
environmentalist.  The final blow, though, came from Vancouver 
B.C. which presented an agreement signed eighty years earlier 
that promised there would be no High Ross Dam, in exchange for 

Photos courtesy: Seattle City Light

Great Northern Locomotive 1925

Gorge Powerhouse Generators -
1923 supplied first electricity to
Seattle from the Skagit Project

J.D. Ross led Seattle City Light
from 1911 to 1939

Diablo Dam 1931 Postcard
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continued on page 4
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discounted power from Vancouver over the ensuing years.  Ross Lake, beautiful as it is, backs twenty-three miles into the Canadian wilderness, 
and they were adamant that no more would it be flooded.
 The railroad that provided for workers and materials was discontinued in 1953 when U.S. 20 opened, negating its need.  If you look carefully 
on your drive up the Skagit River you can still see the remnants of the pilings that supported the railway.  They are just off the highway but are 
becoming less visible and lost to history.  In Newhalem you can tour the Gorge powerhouse, see the Newhalem powerhouse after a short hike, and 
tour the gardens behind the Gorge powerhouse, which, in their day were the pride of J.D. Ross and his wife, and a huge tourist draw.  To the left, as 
you leave Newhalem, you will notice two crypts built into the cliff.  Those hold J.D. and his wife, a fitting place for the father of Seattle City Light. 
 At Diablo you will be able to ride the incline railway to the summit and top of Diablo Dam.  Both towns have museums worth the time to 
meander through.  If you’re lucky enough to be on a tour you will be given a sack lunch at Newhalem that is more than enough to satisfy your 
appetite.  You will miss, however, the bountiful feast the company used to put on in the old mess hall with chicken, potatoes, vegetables, pies 
and cakes, and the only person to blame for leaving hungry was yourself.  Ah, change.  What hasn’t changed is that the towns of Newhalem and 
Diablo are still company towns, so the people you meet there, probably work there.
 The entire Skagit complex, all three dams and powerhouses, are encompassed in the North Cascades National Park, which means campers 
will have a variety of campgrounds to stay at while they explore the area.  If you continue on you will pass over Washington Pass and on into 
Eastern Washington.  Along the way you will see probably some of the prettiest, most pristine wilderness available, not to mention the possibility 
of deer, elk, and more.
 Take a drive.  Stay somewhere overnight.  Do a little discovering and enjoy the history the Skagit complex has to offer.  I plan to myself, very soon. 
Duffer, (ah me), out.

Skagit ~ Calling...continued from page 4

Engineers’ Luncheon:  Seattle Engineering Department (and SDOT 
& SPU) retirees meet for lunch quarterly.  Call Barbara Graham @ 
206.356.8606; Harvey Knizek @ 206.526.1251; or  Colleen Brown @ 
206.244.6489 for information. Please join us!

City Light Line Crews & Friends Breakfast:  This group meets at 
Shay’s Restaurant, 15744 Aurora Ave. North, near 160th on the East 
side of Aurora, on the first Thursday of  the month at 8:00AM.  Call 
Bud Eickstadt at 206.362.8336 for information.

RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association) Lunches:                               
If you retired from City Light, you should be receiving the newsletter 
sent out at regular intervals which lists the dates and locations of                
the informal luncheons and the more formal fall and spring 
luncheons.  For information contact Jack Kelley at 206.522.0807 
or go online to www.rclea.net

Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star 
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on the 
second Wednesday of each month.

Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End):  This group meets at Shari’s 
Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first Saturday of each 
month. 

City Light South End Crews and Friends:  This group will meet 
for breakfast at 9:00AM the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Denny’s located on First Ave. So. and So. 148th Street.  Call Jack 
Carlson at 206-790-5022 for information.

Transit Retirees (South End):  Meet at the Burien Elks Lodge at 
South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third Saturday of the 
month at 8:30AM for breakfast.  Contact Al Ramey at 206.243.8504.

METRO Retirees’ Lunch:  This group meets at 11:00AM the  second 
Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and Nov.  at the Crazy 
Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in Mountlake Terrace.  At 
11:00AM on the second Wednesday of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., 
and Dec.  The group meets at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at 
13500 Interurban Ave. So. in Tukwila.  For information call Lonnie 
Sewell at 206.915.1415.

Another Retired Transit Group:  This group meets the 1st Saturday 
of the month at the Family Pancake House located at 238th & 
Aurora at 7:30AM.  

Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD.  This group meets at 
11:30AM the first Monday of the month at the Feast Buffet, 485 
Renton Center Way SW, Renton, WA.

Engineering Retirees’ Lunch:  Engineering Dept. Field Personnel 
Retirees meet the 1st Wednesday of the month, 10:00AM at Shay’s 
Restaurant at N. 160th St. & Aurora Ave. N. in Shoreline, WA.  Contact 
Roy Galloway at 206.362.3937 for further information.

Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at the 125th Street Grill located at 12255 Aurora Ave. 
North.  We meet at 11:30AM for lunch.    

Fellowship All Over 
w w w w w w w w w w w w w w w w

Here’s where you’ll find the 
latest news from ARSCE.                           

Look us up!

Application on page 12.

Complete Our Circle
Join ARSCE today 

as a Retiree, Beneficiary, or Active       
Employee looking forward to a future 

City retirement.

Join us for ARSCE’s 

Wednesday
June 10th, 2020

Reservation form on page 12.

West Seattle Golf Course

Guest Speaker:  Our very own Michael Purdy.                                     
Now an author, presidential historian, and            
very entertaining!

Summer BBQ Luncheon
When you visit www.facebook.com simply type in:

ARSCE-Active and Retired Seattle City Employees Group
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By Joyce Dickhaut
w w w w w w w w w w w w 
A Life Well-Lived

Contact Ms. Dickhaut at joyce4ever@comcast.net

The Plague

 When I grew up there were no antibiotics and not many vaccines.  
Kids were expected to endure the diseases and get over them.  
Whenever I got a cold it normally followed that I would get earaches 
and the only remedy my mother had available 
was warm glycerin poured into my ear and a 
heating pad.  I had every common childhood 
disease and I remember each of them well.  
First was the chicken pox.  I was too young 
to remember much except the itchiness, the 
scabs, and being smeared with pink calamine 
lotion.  And I remember the doctor who came to 
the house and said, “I see you must have been 
playing with the chickens because you seem to 
have the chicken pox.”  I thought it was so funny 
because the only live chickens I had ever seen 
were when I went with my Granny to the market.  
She would pick out a live chicken from the cage 
and the butcher would take it away and come 
back with a big, paper-wrapped package.  The 
measles made me very sick with high fevers 
and seemed to last forever.  The mumps made 
me look silly and hurt my throat.  My face looked 
like I was smuggling my mother’s homemade 
biscuits, one in each cheek.  I don’t remember 
too much about my whooping cough, except 
we had to have a quarantine notice posted on 
our front door for a week or so and nobody was 
allowed in.  
 Today as I write this column, it is mid-March.  
You will be reading it at a much later date, 
and I have no crystal ball to tell me what the 
conditions will be at that future time.  There is 
a new plague afflicting us: coronavirus.  Over a 
few weeks, the stock market has plunged in the 
largest daily amounts in recorded history and 
talk of recession abounds.  The travel industry 
is reeling.  Restaurants and other businesses 
are struggling with lack of patrons who don’t 
want to go out in any crowds.  Events are being 
canceled all over the world.  Schools, including 
the UW, are closing classes.  And science right 
now has no answers other than “Wash your 
hands and stay away from crowds.”
 My friend Bruce and I had been planning 
a fifteen-day cruise on the Emerald Princess 
through the Panama Canal from Los Angeles 
to Florida with two of my children and their 
spouses.  The reservations had been made 
and paid for since early last summer.  Having 
emerged from the worst winter months, we 
were all looking forward to the warmth of 
Mexico, Central America, and Florida.  The 
cruise was due to depart on Saturday,  February 
29th, 2020.  
 Around the end of January, we began 
to hear about a cruise ship, the Diamond 
Princess, which had been quarantined in 
Japan after experiencing a widespread illness 
called the coronavirus.  The news was vague, 
and it seemed like an isolated problem.  But 
then news media started to divert some of its 
non-stop primary election coverage to report 
other occurrences of this virus, especially in 
China which seemed to be where the disease 
started.  People were dying, but statistics were 
not available, the news was not definitive, and 
speculation was widespread.  Each news outlet 

seemed to have a different theory.  Was the threat dangerous?  Was 
it coming to the continental United States?  Was it simply a flare-up 
which would disappear when the weather warmed up?  We started 
to see world maps displaying affected countries, deaths, and other 
disturbing evidence that this would probably spread, go for some 
time, and with no known outcome. 
 We heard about the horrible conditions aboard the Diamond 
Princess.  Passengers were confined to their rooms for weeks and 
not allowed out.  They had food delivered to their doors.  They had 
nothing to do and, in some instances, no window or door to view the 
outside.  I then heard that many of the affected passengers were 

taken off the ship and onto military planes 
and confined to fourteen-day quarantines in 
cyclone-fenced government facilities.  
    I began to think about our planned trip and 
checked my travel documents to see if I had 
trip insurance.  I found that I was somewhat 
covered in the event of “cancellation for any 
reason.”  I say somewhat because I could 
not get my money back, but the cost could 
be applied as a credit for a future cruise.  On 
Wednesday of the week we were scheduled to 
leave I was beginning to stress out.  I called 
Bruce’s brother who is an excellent doctor and 
also a close friend.  I said, “I am considering 
cancelling this trip.  If you were me, what would 
you do?”  His answer sealed the deal.  He said, 
“If it were me, I would have cancelled after I 
heard about the Diamond Princess debacle.”  
That made my decision a no-brainer.  I 
immediately called Bruce and told him that I 
was going to cancel and if he wanted to go, 
he should still go.  He decided to go as did my 
kids and I decided to stay home.  Everyone told 
me I had made the right decision.  There was 
no disagreement with my choice and my close 
friends and relatives were relieved.
    Meanwhile, day by day, the news continued to 
get worse.  Another ship, the Golden Princess, 
returned a day early on a cruise from San 
Francisco to Hawaii and back.  She lingered 
offshore while the Coast Guard airlifted 
testing kits for Covid-19, as it is now called, 
to the ship.  Half of the 46 tested passengers 
showing symptoms tested positive for the 
virus.  Authorities were trying to decide what 
to do with these unfortunate individuals and 
nothing had been resolved.  The other so-far 
healthy people on board were quarantined to 
their cabins with meals delivered while their 
fate was decided.  The consensus seemed to 
be that this would get worse before it would 
get better and a vaccine was far in the future.
    I have been staying home, unlike my usual 
schedule which has me out of the house at 
least a couple of times a week plus going out on 
weekends.  My only excursions are my daily two 
mile walks each morning and a couple of trips 
to the grocery store.  I have been watching way 
too much TV and have two books I am reading.  
I’ve also been doing lots of cooking and 
catching up on phone calls to people I have 
been meaning to contact.  I find this enforced 
leisure boring and yet oddly relaxing.  I am 
grateful I am not sick.  I read each daily email 
from Bruce on the Emerald Princess hoping 
that my fears were misplaced and that all was 
well.  I have never for an instant regretted my 
decision to cancel my trip.  I just know that 
this entire experience has uncovered some 
paranoia I didn’t know I had, or perhaps with 
age comes the reality of our own mortality and 
how fragile one’s life really is.

All Non-Essential Businesses

social distancing

Long lines at the 
grocery store

NEXT NEWS DEADLINE:  
May 12th, 2020

Send ARSCE Your News, Short Stories & Poems
Send your information to:  P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385

Or, email your news & information to:  arscenews@arsce.org
(All submittals become the property of ARSCE.)
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Luncheon

Photo Review of
ARSCE’s  You have to admit we have quite a few hardy souls in ARSCE!  While 

our guest speaker had to cancel, our adventurous luncheoneers threw 
caution to the wind and attended our Spring Luncheon.  
 Edie Jorgensen, ARSCE’s Vice President, welcomed our fearless 
group and brought us hand sanitizer and gloves.  Way to go, Edie!  Once 
again, the food was delicious and the company full of  joy and enthusiasm.  
Enjoy the photos.

Be sure to join us for ARSCE’s Summer Luncheon, featuring our very own Mike Purdy, on June 10th, 2020.

“Spaghetti”
This is hilarious.  After what this country, and the world, have been through...we need some humor!

	 A	man	was	having	an	affair	with	an	Italian	woman.		One	night,	she	confided	in	him	that	she	was	pregnant.		Not	wanting	to	ruin	
his	reputation	or	his	marriage,	he	promised	to	pay	her	a	large	sum	of	money	if	she	would	go	to	Italy	to	secretly	have	the	child.		If	
she	stayed	in	Italy	to	raise	the	child,	he	would	also	provide	child	support	until	the	child	turned	18.

	 She	agreed,	but	asked	how	he	would	know	when	the	baby	was	born.		To	keep	it	discrete,	he	told	her	to	simply	mail	him	a	
postcard	and	write	“Spaghetti”	on	the	back.		He	would	then	arrange	for	the	child	support	payments	to	begin.

	 One	day	about	9	months	later,	he	came	home	to	his	confused	wife.	“Honey,”	she	said,	“you	received	a	very	strange	postcard	
in	the	mail	today.”

	 “Oh	just	give	it	to	me	and	I’ll	explain	it	 later,”	he	said.	 	The	wife	watched	as	her	husband	read	the	card,	turned	white,	and	
fainted.	 	On	the	card	was	written:	“Spaghetti,	spaghetti,	spaghetti,	spaghetti,	spaghetti.	 	Three	with	meatballs,	 two	without.		
Send	extra	sauce.” ~ Submitted by ARSCE member Harrison N.
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DONATIONS TO ARSCE ARSCE Donation Application

 Since ARSCE operates on a limited budget, donations 
are always welcome and very much appreciated.  ARSCE is a 
501 (c)(3) organization.  Your donation will be tax deductible 
within the limits established by the Internal Revenue Service.
 Regular donations are noted in the “Golden Contributions” 
section of ARSCE News, listing the donor’s name and 
department retired from.  
 Donations in memory of someone are noted in the 
“Memorials” section of ARSCE News.  The name of the 
deceased person for whom the donation is made and the 
donor’s name and department retired from are listed.  If you 
would like the family of the deceased person notified of your 
donation, please include their name and address.  A letter will 
then be sent to them telling them of your memorial donation.
 Mail donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, WA                     
98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.      
You may also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on 
page 12 of each issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be 
made utilizing a luncheon reservation form.  If you have any 
questions, please call Victoria Troisi at 425-443-3799.  

Fill in form, clip and send donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, 
WA 98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.  You may 
also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on page 12 of each 
issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be made utilizing a luncheon 
reservation form. If you have any questions, call Victoria Troisi at         
425-443-3799. 

Please check appropriate box.
Golden Contribution o       Memorial o      

Donor’s Name _________________________________  
Dept. Retired from ______________________________ 

For Memorial Only:

In Memory of _________________________________    
Dept. Retired from _____________________________

To Notify Family Donation ~ Provide the following:

Family’s Name ________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________  
City ________________ State ____ Zip Code ________

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Memorials

Donations**

In Memory
Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members

Shauna Fitzner, SDHR                    Hillary Hamilton, FAS

       Cher Ravagni, Library                  Bill Schrier, DOIT

Mary Ferrari

Edie Jorgensen

Patricia Kirkness

Wayne Lennon & Colleen Lafferty

Alexandra SoldanoKaren Engstrom                                                                                                                   
 In Memory of Bill Kravchuk, Parking Mtr. Shop

Karen Engstrom 
 In Memory of Leticia Bernales, SED

Mike Nagan 
 In Memory of Valerie Nishimura, Personnel
  

Howard Aoyama   
Personnel                       
Died: 12/25/2019

Norma Arnold*  
Library    
Retired: 2/1994  
Died: 12/26/2019

Donald Baker  
Const. & Inspections 
Date: Unknown

Phillip Brenneman  
Law   
Died: 12/16/2019

Roy Buchanan*  
SCL    
Retired: 8/1973  
Died: 2/6/2020

Amanda Caliwag  
KC Health   
Died: 12/25/2019

Diane Colman*   
Engineering    
Retired: 9/1986  
Died: 1/28/2020

Tim Drury    
SPU   
Died: 1/27/2020

Paul Edgar    
Human Serv.  
Died: 9/6/2019

Lester Green, Jr.  
KC Metro   
Died: 12/18/2019

Joe Gregory*    
DAS   
Retired: 7/1983  
Died: 12/25/2019

Richard Hawks  
SDOT   
Died: 6/24/2019

Robert T. Heaton*  
SPU    
Retired: 3/1985  
Died: 2/2/2020

John Hennessey*  
SDOT    
Retired: 11/2007  
Died: 1/15/2020

Clinton Forrest Hooper 
Parks    
Died: 1/3/2020

Booker T. Johnson  
Admin Serv.   
Died: 12/29/2019

Emma B. Jones  
Admin. Serv.  
Died: 9/16/2019

Roy Kurosu   
SDOT   
Died: 2/2/2020

Angelina Larson* 
Personnel   
Retired: 5/1987  
Died: 1/12/2020

Joseph Mason  
Const. & Inspections 
Died: 1/5/2020

Chizuko Matsumoto*   
Library    
Retired: 9/1991  
Died: 2/6/2020

Ruth Mcclure   
Admin. Serv.  
Died: 12/17/2019

Ruth Mcguire   
KC Metro   
Died: 12/20/2019

McKay Moore*   
SCL    
Retired: 3/1994  
Died: 12/22/2019

George Nystrand  
SCL   
Died: 1/5/2020

Gerald Ray*    
SCL    
Retired: 6/1986  
Died: 12/27/2019

Edward E. Rhinehart  
SDOT   
Died: 12/22/2019

Richard H. Stedtfeld  
SDOT   
Died: 1/24/2020

Teruyo T. (Terrie) Tanino* 
KC Health    
Retired: 4/1996  
Died: 2/15/2020

Garrett B. Voerman  
SCL   
Died: 11/10/2019

Eugene Watters 
SCL    
Died: 12/22/2019

Evelyn Weller*   
SCL   
Retired: 4/1976  
Died: 1/14/2020

 
 

**We want to express our gratitude to 
those who could not attend ARSCE’s Spring 
Luncheon and called before the deadline to 
cancel...and then donated their luncheon fee 
to ARSCE.  Thank You!
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Find Your Passion
By Laurie Needham

w w w w w w w w w w w 

Adventures in the China Sea!  
 It was impossible to imagine that an outbreak of a major 
epidemic would disrupt our Southeast Asia 28-day cruise sailing 
from Singapore in January 2020.  As we prepared to fly on January 15, 
a news story broke about a man in Everett, Washington just returned 
from China and diagnosed with a new strain of a coronavirus.  We 
watched with passing interest, but never expected this outbreak 
would impact our upcoming dream of a lifetime cruise.   
 After a 17-hour flight to Singapore, 
we checked into our hotel for a 
well-deserved sleep and a day of 
sightseeing before boarding our ship, 
the Seabourn ‘Ovation’, on January 18.   
Good friends Dale and Betty joined us 
on the first two weeks of the cruise for 
ports of call in Thailand, Cambodia 
and Vietnam.  They would disembark 
and fly home from Hong Kong on 
February 1.  The weather was great, 
especially after coming from Seattle, 
and our mood was upbeat as we 
boarded our ship.   
 As we headed north towards 
Thailand, the heat and humidity 
increased.  Sunglasses and binoculars 
were rendered useless due to high 
humidity.  We would have two stops: 
one in Bangkok and one in Ko Kood.  
In Bangkok, we visited the Grand 
Palace, the official residence of 
Siamese kings since 1782 and a world 
heritage site.  I was looking forward 
to seeing the palace where Deborah 
Kerr supposedly danced with the King 
of Siam, portrayed by Yul Brynner in 
the movie the ‘King and I’.  However, 
we were extremely disappointed after 
entering the walled palace compound.     
Admittance was not controlled, and 
we found ourselves standing shoulder 
to shoulder with about twelve to 
fifteen thousand others.  We couldn’t 
get close nor take pictures of the 
unbelievably beautiful and intricately 
decorated temples and palaces.    In 
hindsight, we were fortunate that the 
coronavirus outbreak had not become 
full blown at this point!  
 In Sihanoukville, Cambodia, we 
were sadly disappointed as it has not 
recovered much after the war.   Most 
streets are still dirt, with one paved 
highway out of the city built by the US 
shortly after the war.  We chose an 
excursion to Ream National Park.   On 
the drive, our tour guide talked about 
China’s involvement in Cambodia.    
They are investing heavily in this port 
city, but not in infrastructure, which 
is critically needed, but in casinos 
and hotels.  Corruption is rampant, 
and the only people getting rich in 
Cambodia are officials.  Even Ream 
National Park has not escaped.  The 
Chinese, who purchased the land for 
the park and then leased it back to Cambodia, are clearing and 
building a resort on a portion of the land within the park.  Cambodia 
is so indebted to China that it cannot be stopped, nor do I suspect 
the government wants it to.  
 We arrived in Saigon (aka Ho Chi Minh City) on January 25, the 
first day of the Lunar New Year.  We booked a city tour, and because 
it was a holiday many families had come to the city to visit family 
and celebrate.  The crowds were crushing but people were polite 
and respectful.  We were fascinated watching the traffic made 
up of mostly motor scooters carrying families.  If gridlock became 
too much, they would simply drive on the sidewalks.  It became an 
obstacle course as we walked through the city.     

 Our next stop was Da Nang in central Vietnam where most 
American military bases had been located.   We visited Hoi An, a 
must-see old city that was preserved during the war.   We were struck 
by the progress in Vietnam versus Cambodia.  Then on January 30, 
rumors were circulating that we might bypass Ha Long Bay (Hanoi) 
because of growing coronavirus concerns.   This would be a great 
disappointment as we were really looking forward to Ha Long Bay, 
a UNESCO site known for emerald waters dotted with thousands 
of limestone islands and caves.  But we were able to go and as we 
docked that morning, Holland America’s ‘Westerdam’ was there too.  
My husband and I have fond memories of the ‘Westerdam’.   We had 
been on two cruises on that ship.  

 We docked in Hong Kong 
on February 1.  By now we were all 
aware of a deadly outbreak and how 
quickly it was spreading.  Again, the 
‘Westerdam’ was docked nearby.  
A Holland America blog entry, 
dated February 6, stated that the 
‘Westerdam’ was on a 14-day Taiwan 
and Japan cruise that departed Hong 
Kong on Feb. 1 with 1,455 guests and 
802 crew on board.   Troubles began 
on February 6 when the ‘Westerdam’  
was denied entry to the port of 
Yokohama, Japan.  
 Many passengers disembarked 
the ‘Ovation’ in Hong Kong, and new 
passengers got on. For those of us 
staying for the next 2-week leg back to 
Singapore, we would have a full day to 
explore.  We considered staying on the 
ship to minimize exposure, but we had 
planned a visit with friends in Hong 
Kong and so made the decision to get 
off.  We enjoyed seeing our friends, 
but it was an uncomfortable day and 
we were very happy to be back on 
the ship.  As we left Hong Kong that 
evening heading to the Philippines, 
we had no way of knowing what lay 
ahead for the ‘Ovation’.  There would 
be two full sea days to reach Manila.  
 On February 3, we got up early 
to watch the Superbowl that was 
happening 16 hours earlier on Sunday 
night, February 2 back home. At 
noon, the captain came over the 
speaker system and announced 
that the Philippines would not allow 
us to dock.  This was our first official 
statement from Seabourn regarding 
coronavirus and we were a bit 
surprised by this announcement.  
But, in hindsight, I suspect the 
home office (here in Seattle) was 
scrambling to get definitive answers 
from the CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention) and the WHO 
(World Health Organization).   A new 
itinerary would take us to Vietnam, 
which meant two more additional 
sea days.   Passengers were visibly 
concerned and there were allegations 
that Seabourn wanted to provide 
new destinations, thereby alleviating 
the need to refund money.  Most felt 
we would be risking exposure to the 
coronavirus in Vietnam and other 
destinations.  The more pertinent 

thing to do would be to simply head towards Singapore with no 
ports of call, knowing that when we got there we would have been in 
voluntary quarantine on the ship for two weeks.  
 In the meantime, ‘Ovation’ staff scrambled to find new ways 
to keep us entertained.  And they did a good job.  There were pool 
parties and games, outdoor concerts, and of course plenty of food 
and drink.  All of us felt that regardless of what happened crew must 
be treated with the respect and civility they deserved.  They were 
simply carrying out home office directives. 
 Meanwhile, the ‘Diamond Princess’ was on a 14-day round trip 
cruise which departed Yokohoma, Japan on January 20 returning 

Seabourn Ovation

continued on page 10
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You can contact Ms. Needham @ laurieneedham@comcast.net

February 4.   On January 25, an ill passenger disembarked in Hong 
Kong and tested positive for coronavirus six days later.  
 On February 6, we awoke and noticed the ship was not moving.  
We assumed we were docked in Da Nang, but that was not to be.  
After sitting offshore for six hours, the captain finally announced 
that all Vietnamese ports would be closed to us.  We were literally 
dead in the water.  Now where would we go?  Again, we would wait to 
hear from Seabourn’s home office before we could proceed.   Again, 
passengers were frustrated by lack of information and refusal to 
allow us to wait out our two weeks before docking in Singapore.  Many 
asserted we should bypass Singapore and divert to an American 
held port, such as Guam.  Things were getting dicey and frustration 
was mounting.  
 Within the next 24 hours, we had three changes of itinerary and it 
was evident Seabourn was not going to abort the cruise.  Ultimately, 
we proceeded back to Bangkok, Thailand.  From there we continued 
to Ko Kood, Thailand and then Kuala Lumpur and Lankawi, Malaysia 
and a new destination of Phuket, Thailand.  At each port, Customs 
and Immigration agents dressed in full hazmat suits and masks 
checked our temperatures using thermal lasers.  We left Phuket on 
Feb 13 and because we had received no updates, assumed we were 
on schedule to dock in Singapore on Feb 15.      
 According to a February 7 blog entry, the ’Westerdam’, with 983 
crew and passengers, was sailing towards Taiwan and negotiating 
with countries along the way to determine where they might be 
allowed to dock.  It seemed that Laem Chang (Bangkok) would allow 

them to dock, but a blog entry from February 12 stated that they 
would now divert to Cambodia.  While on board, all passengers 
and crew members were tested for the virus and one passenger 
who tested positive for the virus disembarked in Kuala Lampur on 
February 10.   This now caused new complications and as of February 
18, all 983 passengers and crew were still onboard and sitting off the 
coast of Sihanoukville, Cambodia with no further confirmed cases.  
Again, we were lucky because we had docked in Laem Chabang on 
February 8.  
 On February 4, the ‘Diamond Princess’ was denied re-entry in 
Japan and would remain offshore Yokohama until February 19.   There 
were 169 confirmed cases by then and those passengers had been 
taken from the ship.  Uninfected passengers were finally cleared to 
disembark on February 20.  
 On February 15, we did indeed dock in Singapore where all 
passengers disembarked.  We flew home to Seattle on February 16.  
We don’t know why the Seabourn ‘Ovation’ was allowed to continue 
its voyage with only minor disruptions.  We felt very thankful to be 
home safely and hope and pray this deadly virus will soon be under 
control.  Information for this article is as accurate as I could make it 
for what was happening at the time.  As of now, as I write this much 
later, the situation has gone from bad to much worse.  This is a real 
wake-up call and reminds us that we are citizens in a global society 
and that the problems of one can be the problems of all.  We truly 
are ‘all in one boat’.    

Adventures in the China Sea...continued from page 9

By Lorry Garratt, 
Library

BOOK NOTES
w w w w w w w w w w w 

THE RUIN. By Dervla McTiernan ~ 2018
 Against a rainy Irish landscape, the memory of an old death from 
heroin overdose comes back to haunt.  Maude and Jack’s mother 
died in 1993 and 20 years later Jack is dead of an apparent suicide.  In 
the meantime, there are many suspicious facts and hidden secrets 
that point to other crimes too.  Cormac McCarthy, a detective, and 
Aisling, Jack’s medical partner, take on multiple murders and find 
unexpected answers.
THE DUTCH HOUSE. By Ann Patchett ~ 2019
 In 1945 a Brooklyn entrepreneur purchases a 1920s mansion 
complete with all its furnishings, staff and family portraits.  The only 
problem is his wife hates it and soon leaves it and her family.  Over 
the next 50 years, three generations of the family live in it, also hate 
it and love it, alternately.  Eventually in obsession and forgiveness, 
they decide to change and go on living and dying in the house.
THAT CHURCHILL WOMAN. By Stephanie Barron ~ 2019
 A splendid historical novel about a glittering life.  Wealthy, 
independent, and brilliant Jennie Jerome, as Lady Randolph 
Churchill and mother of Winston, remains one of the unforgettable 
women of Victorian England.  Caught up in British politics and the 
royal social life, she supports her husband’s career even 
as she engages in several love affairs, notably Austrian 
Count Charles Kinsky who probably was the true love 
of her life and his.
JAR OF HEARTS. By Jennifer Hillier ~ 2019
 Georgina Shaw is a successful executive and 
engaged to a wealthy CEO.  When the remains of her 
schoolmate, missing for 16 years, are discovered the truth 
comes out that “Geo” had abetted her murder and now 
she is sent to prison.  But new murders begin, as horrific 
as that long ago killing and since the assumed murderer 
is locked up was there an accomplice, or is it a copycat?

THE NANNY. By Gilly Macmillan ~ 2019
 Psychological suspense and multiple perspectives in a tale of 
murder, the lives of wealthy titled nobility, and high-level art forgery.  
Throughout the story there seem to be no answers that make sense, 
or perhaps more than one possible answer makes everything more 
confusing.
TAKES ONE TO KNOW ONE. By Susan Isaacs ~ 2019
 Retired FBI agent Cori Geller is trying to have a normal life with her 
new husband and stepson.  To keep occupied, she uses her fluency 
in Arabic to market books in the language in the U.S.  To further her 
social life, she enjoys a weekly lunch with a group of interesting new 
friends.  However, without intending to notice she does lock onto a 
puzzling behavior in one of the men in the group and her low-level 
investigation turns into a shocking discovery.
THE SILENT PATIENT. By Alex Michaelides ~ 2019
 Alicia and Gabriel are happily married, she a famous painter, he 
a fashion photographer in London.  Then one night she shoots and 
kills him, and he is found tied to a chair.  Alicia never speaks another 
word and this puzzle makes her mysterious and notorious.  Theo 

Faber, a criminal psychoanalyst, takes on the case and finds 
himself consumed by a dark abyss.
THE RIVER. By Peter Heller ~ 2019
 Jack and Wynn, best friends since college, are outdoorsmen 
and well-skilled in hiking and camping.  Deciding on a canoe 
trip in northern Canada, they are prepared with supplies and 
equipment, but not for a forest fire, an arguing man and 
woman, and two other campers who are very drunk.  The 
beauty of the wilderness is quickly overcome with danger, 
attempted murder, and the will to survive.

Contact Ms. Garratt at booknotes@arsce.org

Summer Solstice
The summer solstice is when the sun reaches its 
highest position in the sky and is the day with the 
longest period of daylight . Begins Saturday

June 20th, 2020



ARSCE NEWS —  May/June, 2020  — Page 11

w w w w w w w w w w 
By Alan Brittenham

Ramblin’ Roads

You can reach Mr. Brittenham @ abrittenham1@comcast.net

My Car, the Snitch
 You must dig through the flood of information we get every day, 
and be paying attention to little bits that flit by, buried in the back 
pages of the daily paper or popping up in your 
newsfeed for a brief moment, in order to stay 
on top of what is coming down in this country, 
if not worldwide.
 A small piece in the back pages of the 
Seattle Times caught my attention, saying the 
state was studying a pay-per-mile scheme to 
replace the gas tax.  A quick Google search 
showed that the concept has been talked 
about for some time, and trial balloons are 
being sent up regularly all over the state to get 
people used to the idea.
 Presumably, this is happening because of 
the advent of electric vehicles combined with 
the increasing fuel efficiency in newer cars 
has been dropping the state’s income from 
the gas tax, and they’re looking for ways to 
replace the lost money.  The Washington State 
Transportation Commission’s final report on 
the plan is available on the following website:  
https://waroadusagecharge.org/
 Without getting too deep in details, the 
basic question is “How will you know who is 
driving how many miles?”  The answer could 
come from voluntary reports quarterly from 
each driver (think of the bureaucracy that would 
generate), up to a dongle you could plug into 
your data port (you’d have to take out the one 
that your insurance company is already using 
to track how fast you go and stop), or a built-in 
GPS that reports your whereabouts continually 
to the appropriate authorities.  This last option 
appears to be the most painless for them, if 
not for us, and I believe many new cars already 
have this installed.  I do see a few mouthed 
concerns about privacy in the articles, but no 
details yet.
 It’s not too hard to see what’s coming and 
imagine the implications.  For one obvious 
thing, what if they institute the mileage fee, but 
never quite manage to drop the gas tax?  Raise 
your hands, all those who see this as inevitable.
  But the big thing is the data that will be 
generated about our individual movements, 
and how that data can be exploited both by 
government and companies.  Have you ever 
walked into a restaurant and had your phone 
chime in with the specials of the day?  How soon 
before the restaurant does a quick credit check 
to be sure you can afford to be there?  How long 
before an automatic charge is levied every time 
you cross a state border, or a county?  How long 
before, in the name of convenience, we will be 
signing up for a new, expanded Good-To-Go 
pass that pays your tolls on all freeways (what 
a silly name, free-ways) and can be used to pay 
your customs fees while leaving or entering the 
country, or a park, or a tunnel.  Counties will 
quickly see the benefits of a very small fee levied on all vehicles that 
pass through, especially those who are not owned by one of the few 

voters in the county.  The smart ones will find a way to cut the voters 
a discount, if not a free pass.
  But wait, further ramifications are in order here!  If you have one 
of those new cars that sounds an alarm if you get too close to the 
car in front of you, and even hits the brakes if you don’t slow down 
fast enough to satisfy your car, does that not serve as a training 
tool for habitual tailgaters?  So why not also tag on a small fee every 
time the system engages, not to mention a copy to the insurance 
company, which will rack up another point on your record?  How long 
before they all do it?

  Since these vehicles will already be   
equipped with front, rear, and side cameras, 
they can also send video to the authorities, 
who can review the data with computers who 
will assign a traffic citation to you for the 
infraction, even if it does not result in a collision.
  The last time I rented a car with a video 
display for navigation, I quickly realized it 
included a camera pointed right back at me, 
which meant the rental agency staff could 
probably have a look at me any time they 
wanted, just to be sure who was driving.  So 
much for deniability.  Can automatic speeding 
tickets be far behind?  We already have photo-
op cameras that ding us for $125 or more if we 
go through a school zone too fast at the wrong 
time, regardless of the presence of children, or 
fail to completely stop in the right place at an 
intersection.  This service is provided by an out-
of-state company that is paid by the ticket, 
plus a large minimum for each camera.  In the 
future, our own car will rat us out.
  Bit by bit, hook by crook, Big Brother is 
creeping into our lives.  In the name of stability, 
and the tyranny of very large numbers, the 
United States of America is following China 
and the other authoritarian countries down 
the path of control, which leads to hell for 
anyone who doesn’t meet the requirements.  
The only reason we are not all out in the streets 
right now demanding the closure of all the 
existing detainment camps is that we have 
been reassured they are not for us, this time.
  What can we do about this?  For one thing, 
buy, restore, and drive old cars, at least until 
they pass a law requiring us to install the 
tracking equipment.  Think that can’t happen?  
What did California do to bring old cars in 
compliance with their smog control laws?
  But above all, we must stop leaving to 
other people the oversight of our government, 
beginning with the most local levels.  It is no 
longer possible to relax and leave it to others 
and not wind up regretting it as our costs go 
up and our control goes down.  As American 
citizens, we do have the Bill of Rights in our 
pockets, and, as our own history shows us, we 
can take to the streets, man the barricades, 
and fight!
  Before we open any door that can’t be 
closed and might let in something we didn’t 
want to deal with, we can talk.  We can stand 
up and speak our minds.  We can educate the 
misinformed.  We can speak truth to power.  
And we can vote like our lives depend on it, 
because they do. 

Pay-per-mile     

                  
Gas Tax

ARSCE DUES ~ Reminder
Here's your reminder that dues for your ARSCE 
News are coming up in June.  Please check your                                               
address label.  If it states "SELF PAYMENT" 2020, then 
you should send in your dues by June 30th, 2020 to:  
ARSCE Dues, PO Box 75385, Seattle WA 98175-0385



Join us for ARSCE’s 

Wednesday, June 10th, 2020
West Seattle Golf Course

4470 ~ 35th Ave. SW, Seattle WA

Summer BBQ Luncheon
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Please make your check or money order payable to: ARSCE Summer 
Luncheon; mail it with this completed reservation form.  Or, you may 
register and pay online by going to www.arsce.org.  Click on the “Summer 
Luncheon” link under “Events Calendar” June 2020.

NAME(S) ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________ 
CITY/STATE _________________________  ZIP ___________
PHONE _____________________ DONATION $ ___________
No. Attending = __________  x $22 each = $ ____________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ _______________________

MAIL TO: ARSCE SUMMER LUNCHEON      
 P.O. BOX 75385, SEATTLE, WA 98175-0385

      

(Doors open at 11am)
11:00am ~ Noon: No Host Bar & Visit with Friends

Lunch served at Noon

COST: $22.00 per person
Delicious Barbecued Chicken, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, Potato        

Salad, and Cornbread.  Plus Dessert, Coffee, Tea, or Soft Drinks.
Beer & Wine available at an extra cost.

Reservations due by Wednesday, June 3rd, 2020
(Cancellations no later than 48 hours prior to the luncheon.)
Cancellation questions?  Call Victoria Troisi at 425-443-3799.

Food is ordered for reservations only. Reservations 
must be made no later than June 3rd, 2020. No exceptions!             
The restaurant manager was very firm about this request. 
Please make your reservations ahead of time. Thank you!

Guest Speaker:  Mike Purdy

  Our very own Michael Purdy worked 
for the City of Seattle for 21 years for the 
Board of Public Works and through various 
reorganizations for DAS and ESD.  He 
then moved on to positions at the Seattle 
Housing Authority and the University of 
Washington.  He retired in 2010 and launched 
a very successful consulting business.
  He has now reinvented himself for a 
new career as a presidential historian.  He 

has been interviewed and quoted by some 35 national and 
international media outlets providing historical and political 
commentary including: CNN, The Wall Street Journal, USA 
Today, the Seattle Times, and more.
 Last year, Mike’s new book was published, “101 Presidential 
Insults: What They Really Thought About Each Other—and 
What It Means to Us.” It’s fascinating.  Mike will share some 
entertaining stories and discuss why we are witnessing the 
breakdown of civility in our culture.  Informative and, for sure, 
fun!  Be sure to join us.

Application for Membership:
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees 

New Member o       Beneficiary o
Address Change o      Dues Payment o      Donation o                       

Name____________________________________Tel. No.______________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City _________________________________ State ________ Zip_______________

Date Retired ___________ From Dept. _______________ Amt. Encl. ________

If still employed with the City, please indicate number of years: _______  

Email Address:  _______________________________________________________

Annual Dues: $15.00 (7/1-6/30)

    If you wish to have your dues deducted from the check you receive 
in July, please fill out the following section for the Retirement Office 
and include it with the rest of this coupon when you mail it to ARSCE.  
Or apply online at the email address below.

Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization

To:  The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’ 
Retirement System:
            The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle Employees’      
Retirement System to deduct from my retirement, beneficiary and/
or disability allowance, such dues as are duly established from time 
to time by the Association of Retired Seattle City Employees (ARSCE).  
Until further written notice by me to The Retirement System Office, 
such deduction shall be made annually from my July allowance 
and shall be paid to Association of Retired Seattle City Employees,        
P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385.

Name (Please Print)                         Department          

Signature     Date

Address

City     State             Zip Code

Mail to:  Association of Retired Seattle City Employees 
P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385  Attn: Victoria Troisi        
Or Apply online at:  http://arsce.org/membershipapp3.htm

Note:  Calendar is subject to change by Board approval.

Active & Retired Employees t You’re Invited 
to Attend the ARSCE Board Meetings.                                   

Please Feel Free to Join Us!

Monday ~ May 25th, 2020

2020 MEETING AND PUBLICATION DATES

Tues. May  12 News Deadline (July/Aug. Issue)     
Wed.  May  13  ARSCE Executive Board Meeting

Wed. June 10 ARSCE Summer Luncheon Meeting   
    (Swear in Officers/New Board Members)   
Fri.  June 12  Mail ARSCE News (July/Aug. Issue)
    
Wed.  July  8  ARSCE Executive Board Meeting    
Tues.  July  14  News Deadline (Sep./Oct. Issue)


