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One of Our Own Seriously Injured

Celebrate Monday, September 7th, 2020

 Labor Day pays tribute to the contributions 
and achievements of American workers and 
is traditionally observed on the first Monday 
of September.  It was created by the labor 
movement in the late 19th century and                                                        
became a federal holiday in 1894.  Labor Day 
weekend also symbolizes the end of summer     
for many Americans.
 Congress passed an act making Labor Day 
a legal holiday in the District of Columbia and        
the territories.  On June 8th, 1894, President 
Grover Cleveland signed it into law.

DID YOU KNOW?

Courtesy of history.com

 Well, summer finely arrived and we had nowhere to go.  I hope 
you all are staying safe, healthy, and making sure you are wearing                
your masks. 
 Now for some difficult news.  Lou Walter, ARSCE News columnist 
for Your Pension News, was involved in a bad automobile accident in 
the early part of June in Spokane, WA and sustained major injuries.  
He was in the ICU ward at a Spokane hospital for several weeks.  He 
is now rehabilitating in Oregon.  We wish him well and for a speedy 
recovery.  Mr. Walter was just reappointed to his position on the 
Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System (SCERS) for another                                         
3-year term.  Lou has represented the city retirees for several years 
and has done it well.  Lou’s column covers the system from an insider’s 
point of view.  
 Additionally, Judith Blinder was elected to the SCERS Board for a 
3-year term. 
 I am not sure if you noticed (I didn’t), but for those of you who pay 
your annual ARSCE dues through automatic payroll deduction, they 
were not taken in June as normal, so they were deducted from your July 
check instead. 
 The employees of SCERS are working remotely and are still 
answering phones.  So, if you have issues or questions, you can contact 
them through the office phone number at 206-386-1293.  I talked with 
Jeff Davis and he assured me the retirement system is doing fine and 
not to worry about your monthly check; it will continue as always. 
 I am sorry to let you know that the ARSCE Board made the decision 
to cancel the Fall Luncheon.  The Covid-19 spread seems too dangerous 
at this time for us to get together.  We are still hoping to have the 
Christmas Luncheon this December. 
 Well, once again, stay safe, healthy, wear your mask, and stay at 
least 6 feet apart. 
John 

Update: ARSCE Luncheons

 As mentioned above by our President, ARSCE 
has cancelled our Fall Luncheon.  It was scheduled 
for September 9th, 2020.  Stay tuned for information 
regarding our Christmas Luncheon which is scheduled 
for December 9th, 2020.  It is our fervent hope that the 
coronavirus has subsided by then.

 Lou Walter’s column will not appear in this 
issue due to a horrific car accident.  We spoke 
with a family member to learn the details of Mr. 
Walter’s accident.  
 While driving to Spokane, WA on business, 
he rolled his truck several times.  To this day, 
Mr. Walter does not know what happened.  He 
awoke in the hospital with both knees dislocated, 
a broken right leg, a shredded artery down 
the back of the right knee (the doctors worked 
feverishly to save his right foot), a punctured 
lung, broken ribs, and broken fingers. 
 We ask for your thoughts and prayers for Lou.  
We look forward to his next column and hope it 
returns soon.  He’s currently at a rehabilitation 
center in Oregon, near his son.  Get well, Lou!
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Alan Brittenham Reporting

Old Timers Luncheon Group
MTD/DAS/ESD/FFD/FAS
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You can reach Mr. Brittenham @ abrittenham1@comcast.net

How Time Flies

 It does when you’re sittin’ on your buttocks under 
quarantine, anyway.
 And here we are with another month almost gone, 
and us with the same two questions.  One is, “Is Feast 
Restaurant open for business yet?” and the other one 
is, “Even if they were, would I want to go there?”
 The answer to the first one is—apparently not.  They 
were not answering their phone, and their website has 
not been updated since March, so that’s worrisome. I 
drove by recently and their Help Wanted sign was still 
up, but no signs of life inside.
 The answer to the second one is—probably not.  I 
have a plan for that, as usual.  One of our good friends 
is a long time RN, and he has a good understanding of 
the virus and how to avoid it.  We have been part of a 
group that met every Thursday at various dive bars in 
the area for lunch and laughs.  We have all agreed that 
when our “private nurse” allows us to be out in public 
again, which he assures us will be after a vaccine is 
developed that works, we will return to our old ways 
of having fun and keeping in touch.  And if the public 
flocks to the restaurants in droves, we will sit back and 
see who gets sick, determined that it won’t be us.
 In the interim, we have discovered that our weekly 
luncheons can continue, just like our monthly ones 
can, by moving the venue to each other’s backyards.  
There we can sit in properly spaced outdoor areas with 
a group of old friends, around 5 or so, and munch on 
pizza and have a good old time.
 As we accept the fact that our luncheon at Feast 
Buffet in Renton is not going to happen for another 
month, at least, I raise the possibility that small 
groups of us, connected by location or family, can 
spontaneously organize our own small get-togethers.  
 We got touched by “contact tracing” recently where 
some of our relatives might have been exposed to some 
of their relatives through babysitting, and we had to 
sit out a few days while the test results came in, and 
they were negative.  So, it appears to be easy enough 
to stay on top of our personal risk management while 
enjoying an occasional outing.  Most of us are in the 
high-risk group anyway, and we are fortunate to be in 
a position to not be forced to mingle with the public, 
so that helps.  
 Wash your hands and wear your mask.  See you 
when the all clear has sounded.  In the meantime, 
send pictures.  

Paul B. sent us a very nice note:

“Thanks for the good work you do for us.”
Thank you, Paul, for the kudos.  We appreciate your kind words.
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Ramblin’ Roads

You can reach Mr. Brittenham @ abrittenham1@comcast.net

Waste Not, Want Not
 When our son was in middle and high school, and turned out for 
sports, we figured it was our duty as parents to show up for every 
possible wrestling tournament, track and field event, and football 
game.  We thought that if, every time he looked 
into the stands, he always knew that one or both 
of us would be there cheering for him, he would 
be motivated to keep at it.  It must have worked 
because he was a three-sport letterman all through 
high school while also maintaining a perfect grade 
point average.  I like to brag that he got his size 
from me, while admitting that his ability to focus 
and drive to succeed came from Mom.
 We also quickly found out that parents who turn 
out for their kids quickly get sucked into all kinds of 
support activities above and beyond just showing 
up in the stands.  That is how we found ourselves 
at The Clink on the 200-level selling chimichangas, 
burritos, and taco salads along with the usual hot 
dogs, hamburgers, and beers during games for the 
season, as a fundraiser for the team.  Aramark, a 
Canadian company that handled concessions at 
stadiums all over the USA and Canada at the time, 
had this deal for school groups where the volunteers 
would work a shift and get paid a percentage of 
what was sold against a guarantee of $5 per hour 
per person for a five or six hour shift.  
 We had to start out with a training session 
in order to get the food service permit from the 
health department and get familiar with company 
policies.  We spent a lot of time learning how to 
recognize drunk people and to cut them off before 
they got out of hand, along with how to keep hot 
food hot and cold food cold.  We also learned some 
of the dirty little secrets of their operation that they 
don’t want you to know, which beans I am going to 
spill here.
 It turns out that every vendor booth (with the 
possible exception of name brand booths like Kidd 
Valley) that serves hot dogs and burgers handles 
them the exact same way:  a quantity of beef broth 
is poured over the meat in a hot line pan on a steam 
table.  The meat is all frozen, which means any 
time you buy a burger or a hot dog you are getting 
reconstituted meat.  We had a grill in our booth with 
a professional cook, along with a professional salad 
person, to make the salads and chimichangas and 
burritos that were our featured menu items, and 
they were made fresh, but that brings us to the 
second dirty little secret:  In order to get to the 200 
level, where the good food is prepared, and where 
all the entrances to the private booths are located, 
one must have a ticket for a seat on that level.  The 
ushers stationed at every entrance enforce this 
exclusion, which meant we volunteers trying to earn money for our 
sports programs were limited to only customers at that level.  Two 
thirds of the potential customers, from the 100 and 300 levels, were 
denied entry to the esoteric land where the hoi polloi apparently did 
not want to mingle with the riffraff.  And since many of the private 
booths supplied their own catered food, we soon realized that we 
were only going to get the minimum guaranteed amount for our 
labors because of this clause, and that our booths would soon be 
empty while thousands of potential customers were still lined up 
above and below us for their reconstituted fast food.  Fortunately, 
we sold a lot of beer since I trained our staff to always fill a glass to 

the top line just below the brim.  I figured that since the customers 
were paying something like $9 for a premium beer at the time, it at 
least had to be full.  That made us very popular in our section and 
made the training in identifying drunks valuable.  Everyone was cut 
off after the start of the third quarter anyway, so we spent the last 
hours twiddling our thumbs and preparing to close up.  This brings 
us to the last dirty little secret, which is actually a scandal that 
should be stopped if it is still going on, and I suspect it is.
 During training class, we were taught how to do a complete 
inventory at the start and end of our shifts, to figure out how much 

we sold.  For beer and sodas, the cups are counted 
first and last.  They said the beer was free, it was the 
cup that cost nine dollars.
 At the end of the night, we were told, we 
were to gather up and count all the leftover 
burritos, chimichangas, and salads, along with the 
completed hot dogs and burgers, and dump them 
in the garbage.  I raised my hand at this and said, 
“Wait a minute!  There is a well-known organization 
not two blocks from here that will happily take 
all our leftovers!  They’re called the Union Gospel 
Mission, and I’m sure we could get them to back up 
their van to the service entrance after every event 
and haul away the tons of perfectly good food that 
you are telling us to throw out.”
 The answer was “No!”  The Corporate legal 
department is so worried that someone might eat 
that food and get sick and sue the company, that 
they decided it was in their best interests to dump 
everything in the garbage cans after closeout, and 
from there into the dumpster that was secured 
behind a chain link fence to keep out any hungry 
people.  In our booth alone, that typically meant 
about a dozen burritos, four or five salads, and 
maybe forty hot dogs and hamburgers went into 
the garbage can.  Multiply that by the number 
of booths in the entire stadium and it adds up to 
tons of perfectly good food thrown out, because of 
corporate gutlessness.  We were told we could take 
as many with us as we could eat first, but that was 
it.  So of course, I grabbed two burritos every time 
and walked out with them in the inside pockets of 
my vest.  One time, after a long shift feeding folks at 
Fan Fest, that practice may have saved my life.
 Fan Fest is a miserable time for the vendors.  
You’re on your feet for hours and, because there is 
no event that day, all levels are open to everyone, so 
we were busting tail for most of that time.  I walked 
out of there that night dog tired and started the 
climb up to the area around Charles Street where 
I had parked my car.  As I rounded a building on 
the corner of Dearborn treet, I was accosted by a 
ragged street beggar with no teeth and his hand 
out.  “Are you hungry,” I asked?  “Want something 
to eat?  Here, eat this!”  I pulled out a burrito and 
handed it to him, still warm from our booth on the 
200 level.  Then the next man climbed up off the 
sidewalk where they were getting ready to bed down 
for the night, and I repeated the procedure with 
him.  I walked away while they contemplated their 

good fortune.  Of course, they really wanted money for alcohol, but 
that was probably the best food they had all week, so what could 
they say?  Who knows what might have happened if I had nothing 
to give?  I just felt good about finding a way to get around the 
Corporation’s ridiculous policy of wasting food after every event, 
even in such a small way.  When you take the waste that happens 
in Seattle and multiply it by every stadium that follows that same 
policy all over the U.S. and Canada, the potential is staggering.  It’s 
criminal or should be.  But don’t get me started.  And watch what 
you eat. 

NEXT NEWS DEADLINE:  
September 15th, 2020

Send ARSCE Your News, Short Stories & Poems
Send your information to:  P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385

Or, email your news & information to:  arscenews@arsce.org
(All submittals become the property of ARSCE.)
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Blacklist

Some Favorites on DVD
By Jim Mohundro

Lights, Camera, Action!
w w w w w w w w w w w w 

 It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.
 The Second World War ends.  The United States’ economy 
redirects itself to civilian demands for civilian employment,   
housing, material goods, and increased emotional satisfaction 
from the movies.
 The best of times is much shorter than anticipated.  American 
military forces engage in a United Nations’ supported “police 
action,” the Korean War, from 1950 to 1953.  The U.S. begins to  
provide military supplies in 1950 to the French, attempting, without 
significant success, to quell rebellion in its Indo-China colony.  With 
France’s unsurprising withdrawal, American military forces have 
“boots on the ground” in Viet Nam from 1961 to 1973, and U.S. civilian 
support exits the country in 1975.  The Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (USSR) is a major Second World War ally, but quickly 
becomes the enemy of the U.S. in a long “Cold War” at World War 
II’s conclusion. 
 Two of the Second World 
War’s notable American 
participants return home: 
 General of the Army 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Supreme   Commander of the 
Allied Expeditionary Force in 
Europe.  He is inaugurated 
34th President of the United 
States on January 20, 1953.
 U.S. Marine Captain 
Joseph McCarthy is 
elected as United  States 
Senator from Wisconsin 
on November 5, 1946 but is 
censured (the final wording 
is “condemned”) by the 
Senate on December 2, 1954.  
He departs the Senate and 
this life on May 2, 1957, leaving 
behind “McCarthyism,” and 
not a few broken lives.
 The political ideology 
of Communism in the 
USSR in the 1930s becomes 
attractive to many 
Americans who suffer or 
recognize the economic 
suffering of others during 
what is long remembered as 
The Great Depression.  Some 
Americans have no formal           
Communist party affiliation, 
but support many economic 
reforms, often called “social 
justice” today, and become 
members of the Communist 
party or so-called “front 
organizations”w for the 
party.  Some join no 
organizations, but speak 
out as academics or in 
other public forums and 
media.  World events affect 
Communism’s growth, 
e.g., the 1936-1939 Spanish Civil War in which some Americans         
volunteer to fight with Spanish Communists against Spain’s fascist 
dictator Francisco Franco.  Adolph Hitler forms a non-aggression 
pact with the USSR’s Josef Stalin in August 1939, but the pact 
dissolves with Germany’s June 1941 attack on the USSR.
 While a very small number of Americans provide the USSR 
with aid and comfort for its political propaganda and engage 
in espionage activities on behalf of the USSR, many former 
Communists leave the Party because of the 1939 Hitler-Stalin non-
aggression pact. 
 It has never been a crime to be a Communist, but the 1940 
Alien Registration Act (“The Smith Act”) not only requires all                             

non-citizen adult residents to register with the federal government, 
but sets criminal penalties for advocating the overthrow of the U.S. 
government by force or violence.  As some Americans are identified 
or openly admit to present or past Communist affiliations, the  Smith 
Act’s provisions related to evidence or even hints of advocacy of the 
overthrow of the U.S. government by force or violence profoundly 
affect the reputations, the social and economic future of more 
than 200 persons indicted under the Act, and many others simply 
named but not indicted.  The Smith Act has been amended but 
never repealed.
 Senator McCarthy opens his campaign about Communism  
and “Communist sympathizers” in a 1950 speech claiming that 
there are members of the Communist Party and members of a spy 
ring in the United States State Department.  His accounts of the 
precise numbers of such persons vacillate and follow with charges 
of Communists in President Harry Truman’s administration, the 
U.S. Army and other federal government organizations, and among 
various government employees and private individuals.
 The right-wing journal Counterattack publishes the pamphlet 
Red Channels on June 22, 1950, naming 151 actors, writers, musicians, 
broadcast journalists, and others as involved in Communist 
manipulation of the entertainment industry. Some of the 151        are 

already being denied 
employment because 
of their political beliefs, 
history, or association 
with known Communists 
or Party sympathizers, 
and a “Blacklist” is 
created.  Ten Hollywood 
screenwriters and 
directors, characterized as 
“uncooperative” witnesses 
in hearings before the 
House Unamerican 
Activities, are sentenced 
to terms in Federal 
prisons and are known 
as “The Hollywood Ten.”  
Actors Larry Parks (The 
Jolson Story, Jolson Sings 
Again) and John Garfield 
(Humoresque, Body and 
Soul) never appear in 
another major motion 
picture.  Lloyd Bridges 
(A Walk in the Sun, High 
Noon) gets no film work for 
six years.  Character actor 
Lionel Stander (Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town, Hangmen 
Also Die) and film director 
Jules Dassin (The Naked 
City, Never on Sunday) 
leave the U.S. to work 
in Europe.  Zero Mostel 
(Panic in the Streets, 
The Enforcer)  and Kim 
Hunter (A Matter of Life 
and Death, A Streetcar 
Named Desire) return to 
Broadway, where there is 
no Blacklist.  Many others 
never work professionally 
in films again. 
 Studio owners and 
producers, fearful that 
films critical of the 
Blacklist might be called 

“pro-Communist” and are box office poison, create few feature films 
about the Blacklist and its effects on those in the motion picture 
business during the events and even after the end of Federal trials 
in 1958.  
 Seventy years after Red Channels, here are four films that 
attempt to create the atmosphere of the Blacklist and its effects 
on Hollywood:
 Woody Allen plays a restaurant cashier and small-time 
bookie hired to put his name on scripts written by a blacklisted 
screenwriter in Director Martin Ritt’s The Front (1976).  It’s partly a 
comedic opportunity, but it’s more emphatically a drama about 
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Blacklist...continued from page 4

Engineers’ Luncheon:  Seattle Engineering Department (and SDOT 
& SPU) retirees meet for lunch quarterly.  Call Barbara Graham @ 
206.356.8606; Harvey Knizek @ 206.526.1251; or  Colleen Brown @ 
206.244.6489 for information. Please join us!

City Light Line Crews & Friends Breakfast:  This group meets at 
Shay’s Restaurant, 15744 Aurora Ave. North, near 160th on the East 
side of Aurora, on the first Thursday of  the month at 8:00AM.  Call 
Bud Eickstadt at 206.362.8336 for information.

RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association) Lunches:                               
If you retired from City Light, you will be able to access the 
newsletter on our website: www.rclea.net.  If you wish to receive 
an email notice of our newest edition, send your email address to 
Anne Ducey at ducois@gmail.com.  For more information contact 
Jack Kelley at 206.522.0807.

Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star 
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on the 
second Wednesday of each month.

Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End):  This group meets at Shari’s 
Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first Saturday of each 
month. 

City Light South End Crews and Friends:  This group will meet 
for breakfast at 9:00AM the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Denny’s located on First Ave. So. and So. 148th Street.  Call Jack 
Carlson at 206-790-5022 for information.

Transit Retirees (South End):  Meet at the Burien Elks Lodge at 
South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third Saturday of the 
month at 8:30AM for breakfast.  Contact Al Ramey at 206.243.8504.

METRO Retirees’ Lunch:  This group meets at 11:00AM the  second 
Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and Nov.  at the Crazy 
Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in Mountlake Terrace.  At 
11:00AM on the second Wednesday of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., 
and Dec.  The group meets at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at 
13500 Interurban Ave. So. in Tukwila.  For information call Lonnie 
Sewell at 206.915.1415.

Another Retired Transit Group:  This group meets the 1st Saturday 
of the month at the Family Pancake House located at 238th & 
Aurora at 7:30AM.  

Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD.  This group meets at 
11:30AM the first Monday of the month at the Feast Buffet, 485 
Renton Center Way SW, Renton, WA.

Engineering Retirees’ Lunch:  Engineering Dept. Field Personnel 
Retirees meet the 1st Wednesday of the month, 10:00AM at Shay’s 
Restaurant at N. 160th St. & Aurora Ave. N. in Shoreline, WA.  Contact 
Roy Galloway at 206.362.3937 for further information.

Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at the 125th Street Grill located at 12255 Aurora Ave. 
North.  We meet at 11:30AM for lunch.    

Fellowship All Over Town
w w w w w w w w w w w w w w w w

You’ll find Mr. Mohundro at filmguy@arsce.org                                                 

and between some screenwriters unemployable because of their perceived politics, and their surrogates.  Ritt and some cast members, 
including Allen’s co-star Zero Mostel, were victims of the Blacklist.
 Guilty by Suspicion (1991) Robert De Niro, Annette Bening, George Wendt, and Sam Wanamaker (himself a Blacklist victim) co-star in a 
story in which De Niro is a film director given the choice of no longer working in films or informing on colleagues as Communist agents.  It’s a 
choice between his country and his colleagues and friends. 
 Trumbo (2015) is a biopic about writer Dalton Trumbo, one of the Hollywood Ten who serves his jail term, and, writing as Robert Rich, wins 
an Academy Award for Best Story for 1956’s The Brave One, and is restored to screen credit on Spartacus (1960) by Kirk Douglas, its producer.  
Bryan Cranston is Trumbo, winning the Best Actor Oscar and the cast includes Diane Lane, Louis C.K., Elle Fanning, John Goodman, Michael 
Stuhlbarg, and Helen Mirren as a deliciously vicious actress turned gossip columnist Hedda Hopper.
 George Clooney’s Goodnight, and Good Luck (2005) is a crisp black-and-white “re-enactment” of veteran CBS broadcaster Edward R. 
Murrow’s March 9, 1954 television takedown of Joseph McCarthy, who soon would be on his way to censure by the United States Senate.  
Clooney has wisely not cast himself as Murrow here, but has enlisted David Strathairn for the role.  Strathairn is Murrow here, and his terrific 
supporting cast is Patricia Clarkson, Jeff Daniels, Robert Downey, Jr., Frank Langella, and Clooney is Fred W. Friendly, Murrow’s co-producer of 
CBS’s See it Now.  Director Clooney is no Goldilocks, but this film is not too soft and not too hard, but just right.

      These films have subtitles in English or “close captioning” for the hearing impaired, and may be around town at video stores (there are just two in 
Seattle at this time) that carry decent inventories of the classics, but the films may also be available with subtitles or close captioning from the Seattle 
Public Library and other local libraries, cable or satellite, or from “streaming” resources such as Netflix, Amazon, Hulu and the Criterion Channel.

 Astronomically, the September equinox is the 
autumnal, or fall, equinox marking the end of summer 
and the beginning of fall (autumn).  The fall season ends 
on the December Solstice, when astronomical winter 
begins.  On the equinoxes, the geometric center of the 
sun is above the horizon for 12 hours, and you might think 
that the length of the day (hours of daylight) would be 12 
hours too.
 However, ‘sunrise’ is defined as the moment the 
upper edge of the sun’s disk becomes visible above 
the horizon–not when the center of the sun is visible. 
In the same sense, ‘sunset’ refers to the moment the 
sun’s upper edge, not the center, disappears below the 
horizon. The time it takes for the sun to fully rise and 
set, which is several minutes, is added to the day and 
subtracted from the night, and therefore the equinox 
day lasts a little longer than 12 hours.

September (Autumnal) Equinox ~ Tuesday, September 22, 2020
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10 of the Best Things to do in Retirement
 Congratulations, you’re retired or nearly ready to retire.  You’ve done the hard part—spent 
a lifetime getting out of bed and getting to work, taking care of your family, and saving 
for this day.  But what if retirement turns out to be too easy and there’s not enough to do?  
John Brady, president of TopRetirements.com, says start planning now so that when your 
retirement finally is here you are set up for a happy transition from the working life.  Brady 
notes people’s jobs keep them busy, but in retirement they need to find fulfilling activities. 
Of course, due to the coronavirus pandemic, some of these ideas may have to wait until we 
hear the all clear.  
 Here are 10 ways to stay busy and engaged with life.

1. Get a job
That might seem to be more than a little 
ironic—to leave the workforce only to come 
back into it. But one reason is that you might 
need the money. For another, retiring is often 
a great opportunity to start a new, totally 
unrelated career. Many people find encore 
careers liberating and fulfilling.
2. Volunteer
This is an obvious route that many retirees 
find rewarding. From mentoring children, 
to helping a small business on a project, 
assisting at the library or hospital, trading 
work for free space at a national park, 
helping a local volunteer group, or even going 
into the Peace Corps—there are countless 
opportunities. Think in terms of what you 
would like to do and which organizations you 
would like to help; then contact those outfits 
and tell them you would like to help. In these 
days of cutbacks it is the rare nonprofit or 
government body that couldn’t use an extra 
set of hands.
3. Take up a sport
Golfers don’t have to worry about what 
to do with their time—they’re too busy 
playing, practicing, and reliving their rounds 
afterward. A lot of folks didn’t have the time 
to practice a sport during their working 
years. They often feel at a disadvantage 
trying to learn something that others have 
spent years perfecting (or at least trying to 
perfect). That shouldn’t stop you though, 
Brady says. Many folks who have come to 
sports late in life get great pleasure (and 
other benefits, like fitness) from their new 
activities—whether it is fishing, boating, 
pickleball, tennis, boccie, biking, or water 
aerobics. If you take up a difficult sport like 
golf or tennis, take lessons.
4. Get a hobby
Start one while you are still working, Brady 
advises. That will give you time to explore 
different alternatives as well as you give 
you something to start on Day One of your 
retirement. Whether it is quilting, bridge, 
mah-jongg, scrapbooking, knitting, raising 
orchids, gardening, woodworking, painting, 
crossword puzzles/Sudoku, music, philately…
whatever—start looking now for something 
that you can get excited about. It will give 
you something to look forward to as well as 
the chance to interact with others about 
something interesting.
5. Make new friends whose ages are different than yours
Older people have different perspectives to offer.  Younger 
folks have a different vocabulary and usually more energy.  
In the process of exploring the different, you’ll be keeping              
yourself younger and more interesting too. Make a 
commitment to connect with people. Make a pledge that you 
are going to get out and talk with people on a regular basis. 
It will keep you young.

6. Travel
Brady says that by suggesting travel, he 
doesn’t mean taking a big trip or two and 
then forgetting about it. He said some 
people have a passion for travel: They save 
and plan for several big trips a year. They 
scheme for ways to exchange homes or 
work for extended stays in nice places. Or 
they buy or rent a camper and travel for 
long periods on a budget. When they are on 
the trip they savor the experience, and they 
enjoy planning for the next.
7. Take a bridge (gap) year
It used to be this was the plan for young 
people who needed an adjustment between 
high school and college, or college and 
their first job. But more and more folks 
are planning for a bridge year right after 
their retirement starts. They have many 
advantages, chief among them a chance 
to decompress after a hectic working career 
and gain perspective about how to optimize 
retirement. Perhaps you have always wanted 
to travel around the world, work for a relief 
organization, learn Italian in Rome, build a 
website, or learn how to repair clocks. This is 
your chance.
8. Camp for adults
Camp isn’t just for kids anymore. There are 
camps for just about every kind of activity. 
Want to learn how to drive a car on the 
ice (There’s a Skip Barber camp for that). 
There’s golf camp, science camp, food and 
wine camps, cooking camps, sports camps, 
music camps, art camps, writing camps, 
adventure camps, etc. 
9. Go south for the winter
Unless you enjoy cold weather, just why are 
you spending your winters shoveling snow 
and hunkered around the fireplace? Why 
not explore warmer climes for the winter 
months? There are plenty of inexpensive 
places to stay for a month or so, or rent 
your own RV. You’ll meet people, have some 
stimulating experiences, explore different 
parts of the country, and perhaps find a 
better, less expensive place to live.
10. Start a business
In this sphere you are only limited by your 
imagination, interests and finances. People 
need someone to take care of their pets, 
watch their empty houses, drive them to the 
airport, or fix their computers and bicycles. 

Tourist destinations need tour guides. Perhaps you have 
always had an idea for a product or service—now is the time to 
test it out. Do something you like, beware investing too much 
of your capital, and try to get good advice from someone 
whose business judgment you trust.

Cautionary Advice:  Don’t let yourself get isolated.        
We need other people in order to enjoy this life.
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By Joyce Dickhaut
w w w w w w w w w w w w 
A Life Well-Lived

The Gun
 My late husband Merle was a Detective Sergeant with the 
Seattle Police Department.  When we met and started dating in 
the late sixties, I wondered why he wore his shirts hanging out for 
casual wear in public when that was not as acceptable as it is now. 
He told me back then that all commissioned police officers were 
considered on duty all the time whether they were on shift or not, 
and were required to carry their guns when in public.  In addition, 
they were required to qualify their skills on the police shooting range 
every six months. 
 He did not like guns, was not a hunter, and even back then 
he, like many other law enforcement employees, thought gun                          
control was 
a good idea. 
His father was 
a hunter and 
after he died, 
Merle inherited 
his dad’s rifles 
and shotguns, 
as well as some 
handguns.  Merle 
stored them in a 
gun safe along 
with his own large 
service revolver 
worn with his 
uniform when 
necessary.  As 
a detective he 
had a short barrel Smith and Wesson 38 detective revolver which 
he wore in a shoulder holster in the office and hidden under his 
sports jacket in public while working.  In those days, detectives were 
expected to wear dress shirts, ties, and jackets to work. 
 That small 38 was the weapon I always associated with him.  
The other guns I didn’t want to have anything to do with.  After he 
died, I gave all his many guns to our sons except for the S&W 38.  I 
had the idea that now that I was living alone, I would keep it “for my 
own protection” and learn how to shoot.  I attended instruction and, 
one practice session at the police range, was given a certificate of 
qualification, and felt competent to use the darn thing if necessary. 
I went to a nearby gun shop and purchased ammunition, which 
I intended to use by going back to the gun range where I could 
practice target shooting. 
 About a year after Merle died, I moved from our large house in 
north Seattle to a smaller townhouse in Bellevue, which needed 
remodeling to suit my tastes.  I hired a contractor who had one 
other worker and some subcontractors who came and went, 
when needed.  I was still living at my old house and often visited 
the remodeling job on my new residence to consult with the 
contractor Tom and his assistant, a young man from Argentina 
who spoke excellent English and told me he had recently been in 
the Argentinian army.  As I remember, his name was Marco. 
 The remodel job was going on way too long and I told them I 
was moving in on March 2nd, whether they were finished or not.  I 
completed the moving process and they continued to put on the 
final touches, such as painting and finishing tasks.  About a week 
after my move, I was somewhat hindered by their presence because 
I could not unpack boxes or put things away.  To occupy myself, I 

started going through my stuff and ran across my pistol and ammo 
which, for the time being, was in my bedroom nightstand drawer. 
 I was kind of bored with my busy work, so I took out the gun to 
look at it.  First, I made sure it was unloaded.  In my home there is 
a long hallway that stretches from my bedroom door clear past 
my office, a TV den, and a bathroom to the large front entry hall 
and the front door, a distance of about 36 feet.  I started playing 
with the gun, aiming it and pretending to shoot it.  (I know, I know. 
Bad idea.)  Tom was out in the driveway getting something from his 
van and Marco was not visible on the other side of the wall of the 
hallway in the living room up on a tall ladder, painting.  Practicing 
what I had learned in my shooting class, I took a stance, holding the 
pistol firmly in both hands and aimed at the front doorknob 36 feet 
away.  As I had learned, I slowly squeezed the trigger pretending 
to shoot.  Instantly the gun kicked up in my grip and a deafening 
BOOM! exploded in the house.  I was shocked, but poor Marco was 
traumatized as his military reflexes kicked in.  He scrambled down 
the ladder yelling, “That was a gunshot! Where did it come from?” 

 Mortif ied, 
I explained to 
him what had 
happened. Tom 
came running 
in through the 
garage door into 
the kitchen and 
I also told him. 
At that moment 
I thought of the 
old maxim, “There 
is no such thing 
as an unloaded 
gun.”  I will never 
ever forget that 
again.  As for 

the result of my embarrassing debacle which could have been a 
disaster, I found that my shooting skills were not so good.  I had 
aimed for the doorknob, but the bullet had hit about two feet above 
and one foot to the right of the knob.  Not only did it pierce the 
heavy steel front door, but went completely through it, across my 
small front courtyard, and through the wall facing the door, into my 
utility room where it hit a cabinet door and fell, spent, onto the top 
of my washing machine. 
 I didn’t know which emotion took precedence; embarrassment, 
shame, relief that nobody was hurt, or shock that I had pulled such 
a stupid trick.  I immediately checked to see if there were any more 
bullets in the “empty” barrel of the revolver (there weren’t), then 
put it into my little hidden safe and locked it up.  I realized I had 
no business owning a gun and that if I had ever tried to use it to 
protect myself I would have probably ended up shooting myself, 
having the weapon taken away from me by the intruder and being 
injured or killed by my own weapon, or by hurting some innocent 
party by mistake.  The next time I saw my son, who had expressed 
a desire to have his dad’s revolver, I gladly gave him the gun and 
ammo and told him to put it into the gun safe he had received from 
his father and to keep it secure.  He has two almost grown sons and 
was smart enough to keep the guns in a safe place. 
 It was a long time before I could admit this peccadillo to anyone 
as I was so appalled at my own stupidity.  But that was about ten 
years ago, and I have finally come to terms with the shocking fact 
that I am not perfect and I am not embarrassed to talk about my 
own past dumb mistakes.  And I am a prime example of why gun 
control is important, especially for those who are inexperienced and 
think that shooting is as simple as it looks on TV where anyone can 
just point and shoot and almost always hit their intended target. 

Contact Ms. Dickhaut at joyce4ever@comcast.net

Keep Up with Your                                   
Retirement System News!
Anytime you want to see the latest update          
to your Retirement System, you can go to:
www.arsce.org and click on “Retirement 
System” to read the latest news on the 
Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System 
(SCERS).
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DONATIONS TO ARSCE ARSCE Donation Application

 Since ARSCE operates on a limited budget, donations 
are always welcome and very much appreciated.  ARSCE is a 
501 (c)(3) organization.  Your donation will be tax deductible 
within the limits established by the Internal Revenue Service.
 Regular donations are noted in the “Golden Contributions” 
section of ARSCE News, listing the donor’s name and 
department retired from.  
 Donations in memory of someone are noted in the 
“Memorials” section of ARSCE News.  The name of the 
deceased person for whom the donation is made and the 
donor’s name and department retired from are listed.  If you 
would like the family of the deceased person notified of your 
donation, please include their name and address.  A letter will 
then be sent to them telling them of your memorial donation.
 Mail donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, WA                     
98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.      
You may also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on 
page 12 of each issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be 
made utilizing a luncheon reservation form.  If you have any 
questions, please call Victoria Troisi at 425-443-3799.  

Fill in form, clip and send donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, 
WA 98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.  You may 
also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on page 12 of each 
issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be made utilizing a luncheon 
reservation form. If you have any questions, call Victoria Troisi at         
425-443-3799. 

Please check appropriate box.
Golden Contribution o       Memorial o      

Donor’s Name _________________________________  
Dept. Retired from ______________________________ 

For Memorial Only:

In Memory of _________________________________    
Dept. Retired from _____________________________

To Notify Family Donation ~ Provide the following:

Family’s Name ________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________  
City ________________ State ____ Zip Code ________

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Memorials

Donations

In Memory
Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members

     Cindy Anderson, SCL               Mary Conway, ITD

Erin DeVoto, Info Tech                Benjamin Pascual, FAS

   Paul H. Berry           Cheryl Brush

    LaDonna Dolan      Ann Kelson

                Judith Waleryszak

Dan Haw, SCL                                                                                                                   
 In Memory of Ralph Birch, SCL Network

M.D. Hillyard, Eng.                                                                                                               
 In Memory of Jim Coover, Eng.

Joy Nishimura, DPD                                                                                                                
 In Memory of Valerie Nishimura

Please note:  A number of members have asked why we no longer list the ages of retirees in our “In Memory” report.                                  
We have been advised that due to a new privacy policy for the City of Seattle, this information will no longer be available.

Shannon Allen
KC Metro
Passed: 5/29/2020

William D. Andrews*
SCL
Retired: 01/2001
Passed:  4/27/2020

Normita Anuciacion
Vested
Passed: 4/30/2020

Laura A. Bloice
Vested
Passed: 5/7/2020

Roy Buchanan
SCL
Passed: 2/6/2020

Peggy S. Bradbury
SCL
Passed: 5/13/2020

Bill E. Carrell*
Sea Ctr.
Retired: 12/1992
Passed: 3/23/2020

Linda Conner
Muni Court
Passed: 5/9/2020

Bill Daniels*
KC Metro
Retired: 02/1990
Passed: 5/27/2020

Lois E. Devore*
Parks
Retired: 08/1993
Passed: 4/15/2020

Ramey Duchscherer
Personnel
Passed: 5/24/2020

Kenneth Dyer*
Parks
Retired: 12/2014
Passed: 4/17/2020

Eugene Felton
SCL
Passed: 6/12/2020

Mary George*
Admin Serv.
Retired: 11/1994
Passed: 4/26/2020

Ronald Hale
SPD
Passed: 5/20/2020

Lawrence Hendrickson*
SCL
Retired: 10/1993
Passed: 5/9/2020

Wilfred Holthaus*
SCL
Retired: 10/1994
Passed: 6/6/2020

Tex E. Hunter
SCL
Passed: 12/28/2019

Kathleen Keegan
SPU
Passed: 6/6/2020

Richard Kennard
Water
Passed: 4/29/2020

Claudette E. Konkler*
Muni Court
Retired 01/2007
Passed: 6/11/2020

Julia Mullin
SPU
Passed: 5/13/2020

Thomas Mullin
Const. & Land Use
Passed: 6/10/2020

Ralph C. Palmer
KC Metro
Passed: 6/4/2020

George Rauch*
SCL
Retired: 01/1987
Passed: 6/12/2020

Linda K. Rayburn
Finance
Passed: 6/17/2020

Susan Rust
Educ. Early Learn.
Passed: 5/20/2020

Laura Schroeder
SPD
Passed: 5/5/2020

William V. Tagart
Parks
Passed: 4/1/2020

Sharon Trueblood
Human Serv.
Passed: 5/24/2020

Eric Ueland
SCL
Passed: 12/26/2019

Robert Verdecias
Parks
Passed: 5/1/2020

Charles J. Weems*
SPU
Retired: 02/1998
Passed: 4/22/2020
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Contact Ms. Garratt at booknotes@arsce.org

By Lorry Garratt, 
Library

BOOK NOTES
w w w w w w w w w w w 

THE WHISTLER. By John Grisham ~ 
2016
 Lacy Stoltz is an investigator 
for the understaffed, underfunded, 
and overworked Florida Board on 
Judicial Conduct which looks into 
complaints against judges.  When 
she is pulled into a case dubbed 
by an informant as corruption at 
a level never before known in this 
country, she still is unprepared 
for a judge who removes all                    
legal roadblocks including 
murder while becoming filthy rich 
in return.

THE LATE SHOW. By Michael Connelly ~ 2017
 Detective Renee Ballard has landed the midnight shift at 
LAPD’s Hollywood division in retribution for filing sexual harassment 
charges against her former boss.  Two major crimes soon concern 
her; the vicious beating of a woman and a nightclub shooting   
that kills 5 people.  Both investigations put her in great danger and 
finding the answers may result in her last cases.

THE PERFECT STRANGER. By Megan Miranda ~ 2017
 Leah moves to a small Pennsylvania community after a 
devastating incident that shatters her journalism career.  She is 
sharing an apartment with Emmy Grey, her former roommate, but 
things begin to go sour when a young woman is found bludgeoned 
and near death and Emmy suddenly disappears.  It begins to seem 
that Emmy never existed at all and, in fact, everyone in town seems 
to have something to hide.

RUN AWAY. By Harlan Coben ~ 2019
 Simon and Ingrid are a wealthy and successful couple who 
live in NYC, but their daughter has fallen into drug addiction and 
homelessness and her abusive boyfriend Aaron controls her.   
Simon sets out to find her, bring her home, and heal her, but Aaron 
is murdered before he is successful, and Simon discovers he knows 
truly little about what might save his child.

LATE IN THE DAY. By Tessa Hadley ~ 2019
 Two married couples have been best friends since their 20s   
and now 30 years later it all changes in an instant when one of the 
men drops dead at work.  Instead of comforting each other and 
going on in new ways, their relationships are warped and instead 
of love, it is old grievances that take over.

MELMOUTH. By Sarah Perry ~ 2018
 British born translator Helen Franklin lives in Prague, denying 
herself all pleasures for an unnamed wrong.  When she has a 
disturbing encounter with Professor Karel Prazan, who then 
suddenly disappears, she delves into his files looking for information 
about someone who might harm him.  But in the background is a 
shadowy figure who may be the nemesis from her past.  A haunting 
novel of gothic dread and moral struggle.

THE WOMAN IN THE WATER. By Charles Finch ~ 2019
 Charles Lenox and his school friend Graham, who now works 
as his valet, are beginning an interest in detective work, although 
it will be unpaid because of Charles’ high level in wealthy society.  
Using deduction and careful attention to detail, they take on a 
double case of murder on the Thames, supposedly committed by a 
boastful anonymous letter writer.

RIPPER. By Isabel Allende ~ 2014
 Indiana and Amanda Jackson 
are mother and daughter, a holistic 
healer and a teenager.  Also close is 
the divorced husband and father, 
SFPD Deputy Chief of Homicide.  
Amanda is brilliant and fascinated 
by Ripper, an online homicide game 
which she plays with her grandfather 
and friends around the world.  When 
the young people decide to solve 
some real murders, they open a 
dangerous box and when they get 
too close Amanda disappears. 

Looking for a                                        
Volunteer Opportunity?

 

 Many ARSCE members currently volunteer.  Others would like to volunteer, but are not sure what opportunities exist.  
Space limitations mean we cannot list individual opportunities in the ARSCE News.   
 Please refer to these two extensive websites for volunteering opportunities in the Seattle area: United Way of King County 
(www.uwkc.org/volunteer).  This is probably the most comprehensive of the local volunteer opportunity websites.  A search 
of their database using the term “parks” returned 76 different volunteer opportunities; “animal” returned 65 opportunities, 
“home” returned 141, “senior” returned 50 and “children” returned 595.  You can register on the site and arrange to have 
internet “feeds” sent to you about volunteer opportunities in areas that interest you.   
 Volunteer Match (www.volunteermatch.org) is another very good comprehensive site with some interesting geographical 
limit capabilities.  Enter your home zip code to start.

Sunday ~ September 13, 2020
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By Joe Matthias
w w w w w w w w w w w 
Duffer’s Corner

A Courthouse for King County

 Between 3rd Avenue and 4th 
Avenue, with James Street to the 
north, Jefferson to the south, sits 
an odd shaped building, shaped 
much like an “H” on steroids.  
That building is the King County 
Courthouse, though its beginnings 
are far removed from its present 
location.  Let us regress to the 
times of the Dennys, Boren, Doc 
Maynard and, of course, Henry 
Yesler to discover how this building 
came to be as it is.  
 In 1852 the permanent 
boundaries were set on the area 
we know today as King County.  Its 
duly elected governing body then 
began looking for office space for 
their new government.  Wanting 
that place to be in the fledgling 
city of Seattle, and not finding 
anything to their liking, they 
naturally turned to the person of 
Henry Yesler, who had managed 
to acquire, at no cost, a prime 
piece of land now known as the 
Pioneer Square district where he 
had constructed a saw mill.  Being 
a very civic-minded person, Yesler 
allowed his cook house, adjacent 
to the mill, to be utilized alternately 
as a district court house, county 
auditor’s office, judge’s office, 
jail, town hall, storehouse, military 
headquarters, and courthouse, 
among other functions.  He also 
allowed the new King County 
Board to meet there instead of 
at private residences as they had 
been doing while searching more 
tenable alternatives.  
 Then, in 1860, Yesler provided 
the county council with land on 
which to build their own facility, 
though he refused to sell it to 
them, instead demanding rent.  
This land sat along what was then 
Prefontaine Place, at the junction 
of where Yesler runs into Jefferson 
at approximately 3rd Avenue.  This 
little section of land, named for a 
Catholic priest, Father Prefontaine, 
who founded the first Catholic 
church in Seattle, was also known 
as Yesler’s triangle.  The triangle is 
the product of the way the city was 
platted.  To the north of Yesler Way, 
the Dennys and company plotted 
the streets to follow the Elliot Bay 
shoreline; to the south of Yesler 
Doc Maynard plotted his section’s 
streets based on traditional lines, 
such as true north.  The result 
were grids that were slightly off 
and converged at 3rd Avenue and 
Yesler, giving it the present small 
triangular shape now known as 
City Hall Park.  Today it is a small 
park, the tip of the triangle, still 
listed as Prefontaine Park and 
abuts City Hall Park to the east.  
There the council had built a 
structure that housed the county 
sheriff, auditor, and other county 

offices.  Yesler’s request for rent was met with controversy as he 
was also a county office holder, being its first clerk.  He later went 
on to become one of Seattle’s first mayors and was King County 
Commissioner for one year.  Hence, though requested, no rents 
were ever paid.  The best Henry Yesler accomplished was to sue 

the city when the county moved its 
offices to another building, which 
in the end returned ownership of 
the land to him.  
 Though many of the county 
offices were consolidated here in 
the new building at Prefontaine 
Place, others were not, and were 
still scattered around the city in 
various buildings paying rent.  
Hence, the need for yet a larger 
facility was recognized early on.  It 
wasn’t until 1876, though, that they 
finally purchased a lot, again from 
the enterprising Mr. Yesler.  Here, 
on the corner of 3rd Avenue and 
Jefferson Street, the county built 
a two-story structure and moved 
into it.  Over the truly short history 
of that building, it was added onto 
several times, each rendering it 
a little stranger in design.  After 
vacating it the city took it over as its 
new city hall and continued to add 
to it, which made it stranger still.  
 1889 and statehood finally 
gave the King County Council the 
authority they needed to build the 
courthouse they had wanted for 
so many years.  They purchased a 
plot at 7th Avenue and Alder, on 
First Hill.  An area rife with palatial 
homes, it sat high on the hill where 
views of the ever-growing city of 
Seattle were spectacular, to say 
the least.   Unfortunately, getting to 
it required a lot of uphill navigation, 
and the area soon earned the title 
of “Profanity Hill” by those needing 
to traverse it.  When complete, 
the building was lauded as an 
architectural masterpiece, and the 
first “fireproof” building in Seattle.  
 By 1903, the new building was 
already deemed too small for the 
growing county bureaucracy.  With 
the blessing of another levy, the 
county purchased a block of land 
at James Street and Yesler.  Here 
once sat the Yesler mansion, home 
to Henry Yesler.  Yesler died in 1892 
and the lot became available after 
the mansion burned to the ground 
in 1901.  The purchase was from the 
City of Seattle who had acquired it 
upon Yesler’s death and had been 
using the old residence as a library 
until it was destroyed by fire.  After 
one failed attempt, a levy was 
finally passed and in 1914 a new 
King County Courthouse began 
to rise.  The design incorporated 
the familiar “H” structure we see 
today.  Though originally designed 
to rise twenty-three stories, three 
were finally agreed upon with the 
understanding more may be added 
at a later date.  Almost immediately, 
and before construction began, 
the city government approached 
the county on renting space if 
available, and an additional two 
floors were added, bringing it to a 
total of five floors.  As at the First 

David “Doc” Maynard
Courtesy: Wikipedia

Henry Yesler
Courtesy: historylink.org

David D. Denny
Courtesy: historylink.org

Carson D. Boren
Courtesy: historylink.org

King County Courthouse ~ 1889
Courtesy: King County

King County Courthouse ~ 1949
Courtesy: historylink.org

continued on page 11
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Hill site, no expense was denied and the building, once complete, was again one the showplaces of the city.  It was completed in 1916 and city 
and county personnel immediately moved into their new spaces.  
 In 1929, realizing the need for more space, the structure was again added to with an additional six floors being constructed.  Later still, a 
three story “attic” was added to provide space for the King County Jail.  The interior was constructed of marble, decorative wood, and bronze.  
The final roof cap was decorated with a copper cornice embellished with eagles and medallions.  When complete, in 1931, it housed a total 
of eight elevators, had two main entrances on 3rd and 4th Avenues, had closed the original main entrance on the south side of the building 
facing City Hall Park to all but commercial traffic, and had altered the exterior and interior to reflect the newer addition in materials and style, 
as well as updated all facilities to newer and more economical standards.  By taking the emphasis off the south side, the significance of City 
Hall Park diminished and it fell into ruin, though it has since been restored to its previous glory and now extends all the way to the courthouse.  
 In 1976 Pioneer Square achieved the designation of the Pioneer Square Historic District, and in 1987 the King County Courthouse was 
registered as a King County landmark.  Since that time, and through the efforts of public and private donations, the building is slowly being 
restored to its original 1923 grandeur.  This has involved taking off much of the newer parts from the 1931 addition and restoring the building 
to what was originally built in 1923.  Curiously enough, there are certain parts of the building that needed little or no renovations.  The sixteen 
original courtrooms from 1923 are a piece of history frozen in time, still retaining their original ornate woodwork and architectural detailing. 
Other areas are receiving extensive reconstruction.  Much of these revisions back into history can be seen today, and many more are still 
being slowly converted.  
 Personally, I’ve always thought the exterior of the building was poorly designed and stands out like a sore thumb.  But the inside more than 
offsets the exterior look of the place and reflects the grandeur and attention to details that are so lacking in modern construction projects.  
Then again, who am I to judge a piece of history?
 Stay safe.  Stay home.  Duffer—out.

Courthouse...continued from page 10

Answers:

See how many of these newspaper related words you can find in your Labor Day puzzle.                                                                                                            
The words can be forward, backward, or diagonal. 

1. LABOR
2. DAY
3. HOLIDAY
4. SEPTEMBER
5. WORK
6. LONG
7. WEEKEND
8. ENDING
9. SUMMER
10. NATIONAL
11. USA
12. TRAVEL
13. AMERICAN
14. MONDAY
15. BEE
16. OFF

DID YOU KNOW?
 Puzzles exercise both sides of your brain. The two hemispheres of your 
brain control different functions. The left side of your brain controls analytic 
and logical thinking and the right-side controls creativity. 
 When you are working on puzzles, you are engaging both sides and 
giving your brain a real mental workout.

Courtesy of goodnet.org
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Note:  Calendar is subject to change by Board approval.

Active & Retired Employees t You’re Invited 
to Attend the ARSCE Board Meetings.                                   

Please Feel Free to Join Us!

Application for Membership:
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees 

New Member o       Beneficiary o

Address Change o      Dues Payment o      Donation o                       

Name____________________________________Tel. No.______________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City _________________________________ State ________ Zip_______________

Date Retired ___________ From Dept. _______________ Amt. Encl. ________

If still employed with the City, please indicate number of years: _______  

    If you wish to have your dues deducted from the check 
you receive in July, please fill out the following section for 
the Retirement Office and include it with the rest of this 
coupon when you mail it to ARSCE.  Or apply online at the 
email address below.

Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization

To:  The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’ 
Retirement System:
            The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of 
Seattle Employees’ Retirement System to deduct from my 
retirement, beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such 
dues as are duly established from time to time by the 
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees (ARSCE).  
Until further written notice by me to The Retirement 
System Office, such deduction shall be made annually 
from my July allowance and shall be paid to Association 
of Retired Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, 
WA 98175-0385.

Name (Please Print)                         Department          

Signature     Date

Address

City     State             Zip Code

Mail to:  Association of Retired Seattle City Employees 
   P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385                                          

Attn: Victoria Troisi        
 Or Apply online at:  

    http://arsce.org/membershipapp3.htm

2020 MEETING AND PUBLICATION DATES

Here’s where you’ll find the 
latest news from ARSCE.                           

Look us up!

When you visit www.facebook.com simply type in:
ARSCE-Active and Retired Seattle City Employees Group

Wed.  Sep. 9  ARSCE Fall Luncheon Meeting - CANCELLED                                        
Tues.  Sep. 15  News Deadline (Nov./Dec. Issue)

Tues.  Oct. 20   Mail ARSCE News (Nov./Dec. Issue)                          
Wed.  Oct. 14  ARSCE Executive Board Meeting

Tues.  Nov. 10  News Deadline (Jan./Feb. Issue)                             
Wed.  Nov.  11  ARSCE Executive Board Meeting

Wed.  Dec.  9  ARSCE Annual Christmas Party                                          
Fri.  Dec.  11  Mail ARSCE News (Jan./Feb. Issue)

Dues 
Are 
Due!

 Please check your mailing label on this      
edition of the ARSCE News.  If the label indicates                     
“Self-Payment 2020,” your $15.00 annual dues 
for the 2020-2021 year should be paid now                 
(due 7/1/20).  If the label indicates “Automatic  
Renewal 2020,” you don’t need to send any 
money; your dues were automatically deducted 
from your July check.

 Self-Payment dues should be mailed to:

    ARSCE
    P.O. Box 75385
    Seattle, WA 98175

 If you have any questions regarding dues or 
membership, or if you need to notify ARSCE of an 
address change, please contact Victoria Troisi at 
425-443-3799 or at:  financial.secretary@arsce.org 

 Thank you for the continued support of your 
organization.


