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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By John Masterjohn

I HATE THE YEAR 2020!

T

The sad news I must share with you is that we lost Mr. Jim Mohundro.
He was a long-time ARSCE Board member and a contributor to the ARSCE
News with his column “Lights, Camera, Action!” covering the best of mostly
old movies. Jim passed away October 21st, 2020. He will be sorely missed.

Happy New Year!

This follows the serious car accident involving Lou Walter, whom we
came close to losing, also. We are so glad that he is recovering with his family down in Oregon. Lou is on the Retirement Board as our
representative for retirees. Lou also has been a long-time contributor to this paper and we are looking forward to him getting back soon.

After talking with Jeff Davis, he updated us on the members’ self-service Portal which I mentioned in my last article. The retirement
system has almost finished sending out information to retirees and they are expected to finish around the new year. It is my understanding
that they will be sending out two different letters; first, one giving information on what the Member Service Portal is about, and the second,
giving you information on how to sign up. Jeff said you will need a password and it must have at least 14 characters, so start working on that
ahead of time.
Jeff said things at SCERS (Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System) are about the same. They are still managing over $3 billion dollars
in investments and the funded level is still somewhere in the mid-sixties.

They are working on a specific issue—some members received a retroactive check that might affect their monthly payout—stay tuned for
additional information.
Now I hope you all joined in for our Virtual Holiday gathering, online, and enjoyed it. I know how difficult this holiday season has been
not being able to get together with family to enjoy good food and good company. It is hard not to see your kids and grandkids (we just had
another one brought home on 11-9-2020) over the holidays, but we need to be safe. 2020 will be just about over by the time you receive this
paper and hopefully things will be better next year.
So, mask up, wash your hands, and stay healthy and safe. See you next year—it has to be better.

John

Contact Mr. Masterjohn at president@arsce.org

Write it on your heart that every
day is the best in the year.
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

YOUR PENSION NEWS
By Lou Walter, Retired Employee,
Member: Seattle City Employees’
Retirement System

Super Bowl Sunday ~ February 7th, 2021
Hope our Hawks are there!
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By way of reminder, our very own Lou Walter suffered a devastating car accident
a few months ago. Here’s his latest update from Terry Walter: “Lou‘s physical therapy
has been put on ‘pause’ for the time being, due to the cast on his foot. The only
physical therapy he can do is what he can do in his bed, and he is committed to
that. He is spending time in his wheelchair and seems to be eating well.
It looks like his care may be impacted by COVID-19 due to low staffing levels.
His cast is still being changed weekly; this week he’s sporting Seahawk colors. He
enjoys getting out of the hospital for the ride to
the doctor’s office for the cast change. Plus, he
gets to ride sitting in his wheelchair instead of on
a gurney.”
A Word from Lou:
“I am thankful today for all the people
who wish me the best in my recovery and
offered up prayers and thoughts regarding
my condition. I thank you all from the
bottom of my heart. I’m truly blessed to
have such great friendships and I thank
you very much.
I’m getting stronger every day and my
recovery is going well!”

Go Lou, Go!

Walking successfully, before the
cast on his foot (a foot he nearly
lost) set him back, temporarily.
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Old Timers Luncheon Group
MTD/DAS/ESD/FFD/FAS
Alan Brittenham Reporting

Communication is not what it was when we would travel from throughout the
area to meet up at the Feast Restaurant in Renton. Over lunch, we could talk
to everyone around us. So, I asked anyone who had the time and inclination to
update us electronically. As you would imagine, most of us had been working on
Thanksgiving feast preparation, as I wrote this, with mouth-watering results.

On December 9th, at noonish, ARSCE had a Zoom Christmas Party, where we
shared our favorite recipes and we were able to connect visually, if electronically, with those of our fellow retirees and active
employees who were able to be there. In the meantime, here are a few of the responses I got from our fellow Old Timers.

Reiner and Margitta Graumann have discovered that dental implants, not one of our favorite subjects but one that comes
up often as we outlive our teeth, are much cheaper in Mexico, enough to justify the trip down, especially if you’re a snowbird in
the winter. Unfortunately, the program upon which they embarked, which called for them to return in August, got tossed out
the window with the onset of the Pandemic, and everything is up in the air. They are waiting to see what happens, so keep that
in mind, any of you who are considering the same option. It’s a sad state of affairs in this country that we have to leave it to get
reasonably priced health care.
Tony Wong reports that he has been working on the house since the quarantine hit and has repaired or replaced both decks,
along with the front door! Like many of us, he has also been cleaning out the place and running loads to charity. If we could just
get out, it sounds like a good time to shop at Goodwill; they must have tons of new inventory.
Joy Nishimura has a new puppy, by the name of Oji
(Oh-Gee), who is livening up her days considerably.

Susan White is making jewelry these days, while Rose
Brittenham is doing lots of crocheting and sewing. Many of
us appear to be doing more creative projects with the extra
time on our hands, so that is a good thing.

The down side of this attempt at communication is that
many of our folks have just dropped out of sight during this
situation, and nobody knows how much or how soon things
will go back to what used to be thought of as “normal.” The
only thing we can count on is that, whenever we do get back
to sitting around a table yakking and eating together, it will
be great to see all your smiling faces again, though for now,
it’ll have to be on a screen.
You can reach Mr. Brittenham @ abrittenham1@comcast.net

		

Complete Our Circle

Join ARSCE today
as a Retiree, Beneficiary, or Active Employee
looking forward to a future City retirement.

Essential Telephone Numbers
And Web Addresses
ARSCE:		
425.443.3799
(Change of Address/Membership Questions)
Email:
financial.secretary@arsce.org
Website: www.arsce.org
Mayor’s Office for Senior Citizens: 206.684.0500
(Information on available programs/services)
Email:
seniors@seattle.gov
Website: www.seattle.gov/seniors
Personnel Department:
206.615.1340
(Benefits)
Email:
benefits.unit@seattle.gov
Website: www.seattle.gov/Personnel/
Retirement Office:
206.386.1293 or
		
1.877.865.0079
(Retirement Checks/Health & Dental Benefits/General
Questions/Change of Address/Tax Withholding)
Email:
retirecity@seattle.gov
Website: www.seattle.gov/retirement

Application on page 12.

Here’s where you’ll find the
latest news from ARSCE.
Look us up!
When you visit www.facebook.com simply type in:
ARSCE-Active and Retired Seattle City Employees Group

Send ARSCE Your News, Short Stories & Poems
Mail your information to:
ARSCE P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385
Or, email your news & information to: arscenews@arsce.org
(All submittals become the property of ARSCE.)

NEXT NEWS DEADLINE:
January 14th, 2021
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Lights, Camera, Action!
Some Favorites on DVD
By Jim Mohundro

Editor’s Note:
As our Presdient mentioned in his column, Mr.
Mohundro passed away after a difficult surgery. In
honor of his talent and creative ability, we have decided
to run a few of his past columns, which we’re sure you
will find illuminating, even a second time around.
Thank you.

Fly, Fly, Fly Away!
This column is not about baseball films, but is dedicated to the
late, great Dave Niehaus, long-time voice of the Seattle Mariners.
Many early 20th Century
scientists, and not a few physicists,
knew the laws of aerodynamics
could not be broken, saying “it’ll
never fly.” They were wrong, but a
couple of brothers were Wright.

Director William Wellman’s
Wings (1927), the first Academy
Award winner for Best Picture, is
filmed long before sophisticated
special effects or computer
generated graphics.
Wellman
was a flyer in the First World War’s
Lafayette Escadrille. The flying
scenes are real and used for years
in many air-war films that follow.
Clara Bow is the love interest and
the major box office attraction,
“Buddy” Rogers is the male lead
(he later married Mary Pickford)
and Gary Cooper makes a brief but
memorable early appearance in
this silent classic.
MGM throws all its production
resources, including its star power,
into 30 Seconds Over Tokyo (1944),
the account of a hastily planned
and executed retaliatory air raid
on Japan’s capital city just four
months after Pearl Harbor. Mervyn
LeRoy directs the film with a
cast that includes Spencer Tracy
(as Lieutenant Colonel James
Doolittle), Van Johnson, Robert
Walker, Stephen McNally, Don
DeFore, Robert Mitchum and many
other members of the MGM family.

Twelve O’Clock High (1949) is
a film about the psychological burdens of command in wartime.
Gregory Peck is Brigadier General Frank Savage, a commander
with the strengths and failings of ordinary people, his adjutant is
Dean Jagger (who takes home an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor)
and the rest of the cast are led by Hugh Marlowe, Gary Merrill,
Millard Mitchell, Dean Jagger, Robert Arthur and Paul Stewart.

The letters CBE, DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar, DL, FRAeS after Group
Captain Sir Douglas Robert Bader’s name are more than window
dressing. Reach for the Sky (1956) tells the true story of Doug
“Dogsbody” Bader, a young RAF flying officer who loses both legs
in an aerobatics accident in 1931, but goes on to fly a Spitfire in The
Battle of Britain, survive a crash in Occupied France, and finish out
the war in Colditz Castle, the German POW Camp for incorrigible
prisoners. Kenneth More is solid as Bader in this film, winner of the
BAFTA (British Academy of Film and Television Arts) Award for Best
British Film of 1956.

The Right Stuff (1983) 35 years have passed for this movie and,
while today’s U.S. Space Program seems to proceed in its own on
and off rhythm, let’s return to those thrilling days of yesteryear
when Director Phil Kaufman manages to bring a sort of magic to
Tom Wolfe’s best-seller. The young adventurers are Ed Harris, Scott
Glenn, Sam Shepard, Fred Ward, and Dennis Quaid, and Barbara

Hershey, and a few other young women are the ones left behind.
There is an element of mystery with Royal Dano as a minister, and
not left behind are the politics of the era with Donald Moffat as a
larger than life (well, probably pretty close to life) LBJ. The Right
Stuff won just four non-acting Oscars and lost money, but it is a
gem of film achievement well worth a revisit.
Star Wars (1977) Twelve Star Wars’ movies have been produced
for theatre presentation and they’ve been more than amply
reviewed since their advents. The 1977 effects shot on film with
Nikon 35mm cameras and miniaturized sets have been replaced
in today’s films with incredibly plausible computer generated
graphics, and most of the actors and their viewers have aged over
40-plus years. Although he’d worked in modest roles in movies
since 1966, Harrison Ford is an “overnight sensation” in his role as
the madcap and fierce warrior Han Solo.

The beginning of the Star Wars franchise is noted above
to recognize Harrison Ford as (perhaps) not a great actor, but
a durable one (survivor of at least a couple of plane crashes
in real life). Air Force One (1997) is a typical Ford programmer,
but an effective thriller, as
Ford vanquishes the villains
while maintaining reasonable
decorum as President of the
United States dealing with
trouble on his own chariot.
The Die Hard franchise is
not nearly as long or visually
spectacular as Star Wars, but
Bruce Willis has made a career
as Detective John McClane in
the series, of which 1990’s Die
Hard 2 is a sequel to the first Die
Hard (1988), which has even been
presented, mayhem included, as
a Christmas film. This sequel is
set two years later in an airport
(hence its inclusion here), and
a viewing together with the first
movie, if the inevitable violence
doesn’t put you off, could be a
full evening of fun and popcorn.

I don’t know how Jodie
Foster gets herself into such
trouble (Taxi Driver, Silence of
the Lambs, Panic Room), but
she’s at it again in the modest,
but effective, 2005 thriller
Flightplan, losing her daughter
somewhere in an aircraft during
its transatlantic flight. Of course,
no one but the movie audience
believes her, but we’ll stick with
her to the end because we know
that Jodie is a Yale graduate and
a tough cookie who will figure it
out and defeat the menace.

Two fine actors, the always
reliable George Clooney and the sometimes underrated Vera
Farmiga, co-star comfortably and convincingly in 2009’s Up in
the Air, a quiet little film about the loneliness of the long-distance
traveler. Nothing very dramatic or violent happens in this movie,
but it seems quite real about how life must go on as routine and
intimacy can be in conflict from time to time. Perhaps it’s today’s
shadow of David Lean’s splendid Brief Encounter (1945).

Movie heroes are usually script-named O’Bannion, or Savage
or MacKinnon, or sport similar straightforward Anglo-Saxon
monikers. Sully (2016) is a real life tale of a guy named Sullenberger
who spends much of his adult life flying an aircraft, which requires
some skill at taking off and landing. Tom Hanks, essentially today’s
everyman in films, and perhaps someday even a Jimmy Stewart,
is “Sully,” who probably has given little thought to flying, let alone
landing, a seaplane, but does so here, on the Hudson River and
saves 155 lives.
These films have subtitles in English or “close captioning” for the hearing
impaired, and may be around town at video stores (there are just two in Seattle
at this time) that carry decent inventories of the classics, but the films may also
be available with subtitles or close captioning from the Seattle Public Library
and other local libraries, cable or satellite, or from “streaming” resources such
as Netflix, Amazon, Hulu and the Criterion Channel.
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CANDIDATE STATEMENTS FOR THE MARCH, 2021
ELECTION TO THE ARSCE EXECUTIVE BOARD
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Your ballot for the ARSCE Executive Board Election will be included in the March/April edition of this paper. Please familiarize
yourselves with the candidates’ information and be prepared to vote for no more than six (6) of the people whose names
appear below. The names are arranged in last name alphabetical order.
Alan Brittenham
I started at Fleets when it was called General Services, in the
Machine Shop at Charles Street, in 1980. I like to say I worked for
three different Departments, but never had to change my locker, as
the Department re-formed itself with each new mayoral election. I
was a Station Maintenance Machinist, then progressed up the ladder
until I retired as the Vehicle Maintenance Manager in 2007. Along
the way, I served on the Safety Committee, as a Shop Steward, and
got heavily involved in the various committees that were created in
the 80s and 90s when employee involvement was supported and
valued, most noticeably during the Norm Rice era. I realized my
most important function was to make meetings last longer. As a
Supervisor and Manager, I realized I got the most pleasure out of
being useful to my customers and co-workers.
After retiring the first time, I went back into production machining
for a few years to wrap up my career in the field where it started, as
well as starting an eBay store called Big Al’s This & That, where I sold
all kinds of stuff and learned how to write ad copy. Somewhere along
the way I started cranking out stories, some of which have found
their way to ARSCE News, where I hope they have given you a smile
or two. These days I also handle the Old Timers luncheon planning
and newsletter reports, not to mention taking on the Recording
Secretary position, which has been another learning experience. As
a group, the Board is adapting to current conditions and continues
to function well on Zoom, but we hope to get back to face time one
of these days.
And, yes, since you put me on the Board, the meetings have
probably lasted a little bit longer.
Bob Chandler
Retired in 2014 after more than 40 years with the City. Was
the Assistant Director for Special projects in the Department of
Transportation at the time of retirement. Started in the Engineering
Department and also served in the Management and Budget Office,
Planning Office, Seattle Public Utilities, and Transportation. Wide
variety of experience both at work and with outside activities and
hobbies. Would like to ensure that the retirement system not only
cares for current retirees, but also provides for those employees
looking forward to retirement in the future.
Marty Etquibal
After I finished my tour of duty in Vietnam for the U.S. Army, I
came back home to Seattle and went to work in the galvanized
fencing industry. That ended after 11 years, and I wound up at the
City of Seattle in Fleet Services as a Warehouser at Charles Street in
1989. I served at all the different shop locations over the years and
wound up in the Warehouse Supervisor position by the time I retired
in 2010.
I have always been active in the Employee Association and
attended the luncheons, while we were able to have them, so it is a
logical step for me to join the ARSCE Executive Board as a member.
I would appreciate your vote to put me in this position and will do a
good job if that happens. Thanks.
Hillary Hamilton
I retired in 2020 after 34+ years in City real estate and operating/
CIP budgets serving Seattle Center, Transportation, and primarily
the Fleets and Facilities Department through multiple incarnations.
Managing the FFD real estate unit included coordination with most
City departments, including Parks, Office of Housing, Fire, and the
Utilities as well as internal FFD customers for property purchases,
sales, and leasing (never a dull moment!). Volunteer work over the
years included numerous committee chairs and board participation
for the League of Women Voters and the Seattle International District
Rotary Club, including a stint as Rotary club president in 2003.
The City’s pension system is an essential element of most City
employees’ financial futures. If elected to the Board, I will work to
support the financial strength of the retirement system for current
and future retirees as well as build on efforts to strengthen ARSCE
membership, education, and social networking.
Edie Jorgensen
Edie Jorgensen retired from Personnel in 2006 and began
her service on the ARSCE Board in 2009. She is currently the Vice
President and serves on the Election Committee, Finance and
Budget Committee, and the Legislation, Pensions and Insurance
Committee.

I’m honored to run for another 3 years. With my experience
working on boards and committees, I am ready, able, and willing to
work on the many issues the organization faces. My continued goal
is to increase membership, especially among those who are still
active workers. We need them to participate so we all can protect
the pension program that City employees enjoy. Besides, I keep
meeting many fellow workers and am loving it.”
Ann Kelson
I retired in 2017 after 37 years of City service. I worked in Law,
Personnel, Administrative Services, Executive Services, Finance and
Administrative Services, and Information Technology, retiring from
the position of IT Contracting Manager. Over the years I was fortunate
to be in positions that allowed me to work with all City departments
in a variety of subject matters—from ambulance services to surplus
zoo doo. Since retiring, I’ve taken advantage of wonderful activities
designed for 55+ and adopted a rescue dog and a rescue kitty.
I look forward to serving our current and future ARCSE members.
My primary interests are to continue fostering the good relationship
between the Retirement office and ARSCE, and in attracting
additional ARCSE members.
Pat Kirkness
I am a recent retiree who worked for the City for 36 years. For
the first half of my career, I was the manager of the City’s Space
Planning and Design unit. This position gave me the opportunity to
work with employees from most City departments. The second half
of my career was spent working in the City’s Technology group doing
IT projects involving telecommunications and networking.
ARSCE is important. Its active Board members monitor City
Retirement’s work and proposed plans, and they keep an eye on
what the State’s Retirement system is doing. Our pensions are vital.
We need to preserve what we have, and I would like to play a role
with this. Plus, being on the Board is a good way to network and help
bring attention to our organization.
John Masterjohn
John is seeking his fourth term on the ARSCE Board and is currently
serving as President. He was hired by the Seattle Engineering
Department in 1966 and worked in the traffic division for 16 years as
a general laborer, maintenance laborer, and Traffic Marking Leader.
In 1982, he left the department to go to work for PSIE Local 1239,
which represents a large number of City classifications. During his
28 years with Local 1239, John served as a member of the medical
committee where they dealt with active and retiree medical plans.
He negotiated the 1.5% yearly retiree COLA and the 60% floor for the
retirees at that time. John would like to continue as a member of the
ARSCE Executive Board to help with new ideas for retirees and make
sure that the City treats retirees with respect and dignity.
“I have been attending the retirement Board meetings since I
retired in July of 2010, and I am concerned that the City is continuing
to look at new ways to adjust the retirement plans. As a member
of the ARSCE Board, I would speak on behalf of all ARSCE members
and those who will retire in the future. I would appreciate your vote.”
Alan Painter
I’ve had the opportunity to work for more than forty years in the
public sector. Twenty of those years were in the City of Seattle. I
worked alongside colleagues in the City Budget office for a couple
of those years and then for many years in the City’s Human Services
Department. The Budget office was a great place to learn the nuts
and bolts of operating the City across Departments and to see the
best ways to translate policy into action through collaborative work
of the Executive, the Legislative branch, and Departments.
My experience in the Human Services Department was a
highlight of my professional career. I served in a range of roles,
ultimately as the Department Director. There I saw the amazing
skills and commitment of staff working to extend quality child care
to families, supporting initiatives to help older adults (like many of us
now) live thriving, independent lives, and see the daily commitment
to provide meals, shelter and housing to those who were homeless
or at risk of homelessness.
As a retiree benefitting from the City of Seattle’s retirement
system, I acknowledge the benefit we have in this difficult time. I am
committed to supporting vigilance and advocacy to help maintain
and strengthen support for public servants like us. I hope you will
support my nomination to the ARSCE Board. Thank you.
continued on page 5
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Susan White
I retired from the City in 2011 after 26 years with Contracting
Services specializing in labor standards, benefits, WMBE,
Apprenticeship, and managed a team of five contract analysts.
Retirement has been more fun than I imagined. After 45
years of working, ambition is still in the bone marrow and I am
happily exploring new avocations. Despite spending many years
working with accountants and lawyers, I am now able to delve
into my actual talents. I have a Master’s Degree in Fine Arts with

Ramblin’ Roads
By Alan Brittenham

Count Your Blessings
Doing the dishes, like I do every single
morning, is a meditative, philosophical act.
And, when I say “doing the dishes,” I mean the
old fashioned way, with both hands in a tub of
hot soapy water with the scrub brush hanging
on the wall next to the window sill and the drain
rack on the counter to the right. I think the hot,
soapy water is the reagent that leads to deep
thoughts and philosophical moods, and the
repetitive, mindless motions allow one to stay in
the present while gazing at the feast of activity in the back yard out
the window—the birds flocking to the suet cake, jays landing on the
deck roof to snatch the peanuts the wife tosses up there for them,
while the hummingbirds flash through the scene to one of the
feeders on either side, which they guard with impressive displays of
tail feathers. The fuzzy-tailed rats with good PR, otherwise known
as squirrels, congregate on the deck roof and wolf down the suet
cake while sneering at me when I complain. When our dog Bella
passed, so did any fear remaining in those rodents.
Why do I do the dishes every morning, you ask? Pure selfinterest is the answer. I learned years ago that, if every time she
decided to bake some delectable concoction in the oven or whip
out a delicious meal on the stove top, the dishes would magically

Guest Contributor
By Jack Duggan

New Retirement Friends
Being retired is just like taking on a new job where you know
you’ll never get fired, you never have to keep track of time (unless
you’re addicted to the news, as I am), and you can choose what you
want to do. Along the way you meet many new
friends, but the friends I’ve gained since turning
65, and then 70, are most interesting.
They are all phone friends, of course, and
many just leave me recorded messages, but I
hear from so many, so often, that I’ve learned a
bit about them.
Even as I write this, I have heard once again
from my friend John Joseph with Consumer
Law. I have listened to his message and learned
that, because of the pandemic, credit cards
have reduced interest rates and raised credit
limits, offering me a great opportunity to save money. But at that
point I had to press a button to learn more and, well, it was just
then I saw the dog chasing a bear across the back field, so I had to
hang up.
Then there’s Sarah Cello, who has a very nice voice, even if she
does shout, “Attention, attention, attention” at the start of every
call before she introduces herself. She most often calls in the
morning when the caffeine hasn’t kicked in yet, so I haven’t heard
her whole story, but I often wonder if she has a daughter named
Viola. She works an outfit called Be Safe at Home. Since the dog
provides that out here in the backcountry, backed up by Dad’s old
.30-.30, I can’t help her sales quota.
I don’t hear from Chris too often, probably because he lives in
another country. His Middle Eastern accent makes me think Chris
might not be his real name. He must have to work multiple jobs,
wherever he is, because he calls to talk about my data in the cloud
being compromised, and from the Computer Services Company,
and even an investment firm.

substantial undergraduate study in Geology. A few years ago, the
two serendipitously collided when I taught myself to set gemstones in
silver and other metals. Today, I hold between 12 and 15 live shows per
year in a variety of venues—from big fairs to boutique shows. I also
serve on the Northwest Hospital Board as a neighborhood liaison.
My years as a labor and benefits analyst provide me with a good
basis for participation with ARSCE members to keep our pension
funds secure.

be cleaned and returned to their places the
very next day, the result of that would be more
goodies. And so, it has turned out to be, a fair
trade in any book, I say.
We had a dishwashing machine in the kitchen
when we bought this place in ’97, the first one
ever. I remember the seller referring to it as a
“dish storage device,” which I soon learned was
true, and when the seals inevitably failed, out
it went to make room for recycling bins. After I
retired the first time, we had to reconsider our
domestic routines, and I wound up with the
dishes. Now I own them.
There was a guy on Facebook a while back,
some general, and he was asked what was the
first thing he got done every day, and he said, “I
make my bed. It’s simple, it’s easy, there’s a right way and a wrong
way, and that way, I start off every day with an accomplishment.
Some days, that’s the only part that went according to plan.”
Doing the dishes is my equivalent of what he said. I have
also observed that the sound of me doing the dishes while she
relaxes in the next room seems to have a beneficial effect on her
general contentment, and therefore also mine. It could be a selfreinforcing cycle that never ends, but I always seem to run out of
dishes, eventually.
And so it goes, in the never-ending struggle to find meaning in
life and take pleasure during even the worst of times in the simple
things that matter. Count your blessings.
You can reach Mr. Brittenham @ abrittenham1@comcast.net

During the fall months, I often get new friends. Yesterday,
Rita introduced herself, in a recording, to tell me about how I’ve
been recommended for the Medical Aid Program. I didn’t listen to
anymore because the last time I was recommended for something
I spent ten years in increasing leadership roles as a volunteer.
I drive a late model vehicle, so I often get calls to extend my
vehicle’s warranty, which I did at the time of purchase. Similarly,
Curt or Bill or Frank call to tell me there is a
special insurance program, for which I qualify,
that will cover all repair expenses so long as I
own the car. I can secure this special offer only
during a limited time, just punch 1 and use a
credit card.
Having done a few improvements around
the house, I sometimes get calls from Mr.
East at National Hardware Services. Mr. East
always offers something different, sometimes
an overstock of floor covering just like I put
in last year, a close-out sale on appliances,
or sometimes the latest in new appliance gadgets, or even an
opportunity to get twenty percent off on a new roof.
I also get lots of new friends in one of my email accounts. I
live very rural and have purchased equipment over the years.
Sometimes I use a search engine to find parts. Generally, after
a search, I’ll get ads for those products (even if I actually made a
purchase). Those ads continue for a month or so.
Again, being an old retiree, it’s nice to know so many people
I didn’t know are now concerned about my health, my insurance,
my possessions, and my safety. When I first went to work for the
City of Seattle, desktop computers were in their infancy and the
internet was only a futuristic myth. I never realized what a boon
it would be to us retired folks as we gained access to so many new
friends. Hope you all are getting your share and that all your stars
are aligned.
Jack Duggan left Seattle City Light in 1999 and lives on family land
in southern Oregon. He can be reached at shanachie@hughes.net.
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Find Your Passion
By Laurie Needham

Issaquah Alps ~ Hiking Through History
In 1977, hiking legend Harvey Manning nicknamed the sizable
foothills running east-west from Bellevue to the Cascades the
“Issaquah Alps.” Harvey thought elevating the foothills surrounding
Issaquah to “Alps” would help his mission of preserving them. As
it turns out, there were plenty
of other like-minded hiking and
conservation enthusiasts who
agreed the at-risk wilderness,
so close to encroaching urban
sprawl, needed protecting. In
1979, the Issaquah Alps Trails
Club (IATC) was formed to care
for trails and to advocate for
public ownership. Today, the
Issaquah Alps, with the not-toointeresting proper name of the
West Tiger Mountain Natural
Resources Conservation Area
(NRCA), includes Tiger, Squak
and Cougar Mountains. The
NRCA encompasses 3,915 acres
that range in elevation from 480
feet above sea level to 2,948 feet
at the summit of West Tiger Peak 1.

largest cities in the county. Large scale coal production on Cougar
Mountain continued through World War I, but by then transcontinental railroads could haul coal from Colorado and British
Columbia more cheaply. In all, between 1863 and 1963, over a million
tons of coal and four million tons of waste rock were extracted from
the mountain.

Meanwhile, Henry Yesler had arrived on the shores of Elliot
Bay in 1852. He quickly became the wealthiest resident in town by
building a sawmill. As the rise of the very lucrative lumber business
grew, the demand for more trees pushed eastward. Harvesting of
old growth forests of Douglas
fir, spruce, hemlock, and cedar
in the Issaquah Alps began in
earnest. Logging also supported
the coal mining industry and
enabled the growth of towns
around the area and ultimately
along the entire west coast.

Logging has always been
difficult and dangerous work, but
especially so during the first half
of the 20th century. Lumberjacks
worked sunrise until sunset and
returned at the end of the day
to dirty, drafty, and overcrowded
bunkhouses. Each massive tree
was felled by two lumberjacks
using axes and bucksaws. Limbs
were removed and then cut (or
bucked) into four-foot logs. It
Squak Mountain/East Ridge Trail Access - Courtesy Washington Trails Assn. could take hours for each tree.
Thundering
floodwaters
Quite literally, these hills were
from the melting glacial Lake Missoula carved the unique terrain
alive with the sounds of full-scale operations intent on harvesting
of the NRCA nearly 12,000 years ago. Boulders the size of threeevery natural resource these beautiful mountains possessed.
story buildings now lay haphazardly on the steep mountainsides
By the 30s, most large-scale mining and logging operations
creating stunning rock formations and caves. Within feet of a very
had ceased in the Issaquah Alps, leaving eroded hillsides studded
busy I-90 interstate highway, a hiker can be swallowed up by thick
with stumps, remnant sawmills, and gaping, abandoned mines
evergreen forests with dense understories of salal, devil’s club,
and
mine
tailings.
The
fern, and salmonberry. The
Issaquah Alps were left to heal,
forest floor supports every
and mostly ignored (except
Coal Creek Mining Camp
kind of mushroom and moss
for Harvey and cohorts), from
1910 - Courtesy City of
imaginable. This is truly a
the terrible ravages that had
Seattle Archives
rain forest. There’s no need
been inflicted upon them. But
to travel to the Olympic
then came the Cold War in the
Peninsula to see fuzzy green
1960s. The Puget Sound area
rocks and trees draped in
had a number of significant
mosses like Christmas tinsel.
military and industrial facilities
The Redwoods may be the
needing defense.
As the
tallest trees in the world, but
center of the Seattle Defense
hiking among giant Douglas
Area, King County was home
firs, hemlocks, and cedars 150
to at least seven Nike missile
feet tall and 200-500 years old
installations and the crown
compel you to behold them
jewel was the former Ajax
as you crane your neck to find
Missile Launch and Control
the top. Thankfully, Harvey
facilities, known as S-20,
and his cohorts did succeed
located on Cougar Mountain.
in preserving most of the now
During construction of the
urban “Alps.” But, not before
underground missile storage
the coal industry…logging
vaults,
Army
contractors
companies….and the military
reportedly had to fill in open
had their way with them.
Newscastle Coal Tramway coal mining shafts with
Coal, which burns cleaner
Courtesy Eastside Heritage
concrete to seal the openings
and hotter than wood, has
Center
and stabilize the area.
been used as fuel since Freighter Loading Coal/Seattle Waterfront 1910 Deactivated in 1964, both
primitive times. Our Native Courtesy City of Seattle Archives
the control and launch sites
Americans knew about it and
on Cougar Mountain were acquired by the King County Parks
called it ‘fire rock.’ Coal was discovered on Cougar Mountain in
and Recreation Division and turned into upper and lower parks in
1859, and by then the bustling town of Seattle was fueled by coal.
1983. In 1993, Parks partnered with the Army Corps of Engineers
By 1863, our coal had attracted investors from California and the
on environmental projects at the former control site to remove the
East Coast. Coal seams were so shallow it was simply raked and
mess hall, latrine, and assembly and test buildings, and to pump
bagged and moved by wagon to Lake Washington to travel by
water out of the missile vaults. Today, this 17-acre upper and lower
barge to Seattle.
site is known as Radar Park and Anti-Aircraft Peak.
By the 1870s, miners used explosives to create huge underground
I have worn out many pairs of boots hiking in the Issaquah
shafts with ventilated air. Some mines descended more than 500
Alps. The Alps are my backyard, my cathedral, and sanctuary,
feet. Tram cars pulled by mules would move coal out of the mines
especially during these very difficult times. Many of the peaks,
where workers would sort coal from waste rocks. Coal mining
creeks, wetlands, and trails in the Issaquah Alps were named by
was an extremely dangerous profession, and mine fires were not
the IATC and I am privileged to be able to hike with some of those
uncommon. Frequent accidents injured and killed miners, but there
pioneering pathfinders. They love telling stories of “bushwhacking”
was no recourse but to continue working in the horrific conditions.
through impenetrable underbrush to blaze trails. And most trail
The towns of Newcastle and Coal Creek grew up around the
names have a story. There’s Poo Poo Point, named for the whistles
mines and by the 1880s they were close behind Seattle as the
continued on page 7
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of the trains that worked here. Today, parasailers carry 50-pound packs up a steep 2.5-mile trail to launch themselves off the 1850’ summit.
Hikers sit on the huge launch sites to eat lunch and evaluate parasailing techniques. There’s Big Tree trail, so named for the giant first-growth
trees that somehow escaped the handsaws. The Bus trail invites the curious to explore a rusting Greyhound Scenicruiser turned on its side.
A crumbling rock fireplace is all that is left of the lodge built by the Bullitt family on Squak Mountain. It’s a good lunch spot for hikers, but
doesn’t provide much warmth today. The Talus Rock trail on Tiger Mountain is a great hike with kids. After a short hike up densely forested
slopes, you come upon an area of gigantic boulders and caves crisscrossed with trails. There is also a trail nicknamed the “Grand Canyon of
the Alps” because of its extremely steep ravine carved out by rushing flood waters.

Today, thick forests have reclaimed most of these scenic mountains and they are filled with the beautiful sounds of nature. However,
there are constant reminders of the past. Occasionally, a sinkhole into a forgotten tunnel is stumbled upon or a gated mine entrance
tangled in vines is discovered. Rusted cables and parts are everywhere and give us pause to speculate their use. Mammoth rotting stumps
sadden us, but today they serve as nurse logs for new trees. Understanding the past cannot change it, and we should acknowledge the role
these mountains played in the growth of our region. So, go on—take a hike in the Issaquah Alps. You’ll be hiking through history.
You can contact Ms. Needham @ laurieneedham@comcast.net

Guest Columnist
By Jim Taylor

The Animals at Our House
More than twenty years ago, when we lived in a duplex on
Queen Anne, we inherited Huckleberry. The elderly woman in the
other unit was moving to a retirement home that did not accept
cats, and since we were already friends with Huckleberry, he came
to live with us. He was a fine Siamese, twenty years old at the time.
When we move to Broadview, he moved with us, and we loved him
dearly until he passed away at the age of twenty-five. Other than
a couple of canaries, we had no more animals sharing our abode
until Collette Poulet joined us.
Collette is a French Hen (obviously). She was a gift from me
to my wife Megan. I figured Megan would be partial to Collette
as she had been delighted when we had given a similar hen to
our granddaughter Charlotte. The fact that Collette is a rather
large puppet has been an advantage. She
sometimes sleeps with us (as do many or
your pets I bet), and if one of us happens to
roll over on her, Collette never complains.
She is unfailingly positive, perpetually
smiling actually. She never needs to be
fed, nor does she make a mess. These
qualities have enabled us to take her on
long journeys by car to Arizona, and to at
least eight foreign countries. However, we
felt she might enjoy some additional, more
diverse companionship, since when we
left Seattle for Anacortes the bears in the
basement stayed there. (It is odd that the
new occupants of our Seattle house never
did encounter them.)
So, in our effort to provide Collette with
some new companionship, we introduced

Hammy to our family. Hammy is a mechanical hamster. He has
unusual qualities for a hamster—he doesn’t need a cage, food,
or an exercise wheel. His most endearing quality (and conversely
also his most annoying attribute) is that he will repeat, verbatim,
every word, indeed every sound, that he hears. So, he might say,
“Good morning dear,” but if someone stubs a toe, he might utter
an epithet. He enjoys a party, repeating all that is said, even if two
people are speaking simultaneously. If someone flushes the toilet
within range, Hammy is not above repeating it. Oh, and he jiggles
all the while! We discovered Hammy on the internet, when we saw
a video of one of his Russian cousins imitating a policeman at a
traffic stop. If you want a side-splitting moment of amusement
you can view that video here: 						
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZL_mwHQRfA.

We had not realized we missed the bears until we visited our
friend Nancy in Sandpoint, Idaho a couple of years ago. While
visiting the touristy downtown, we perused the mostly wood
offerings in a local gallery. There we saw a chainsaw bear carving,
not the usual upright bruin, but one in a horizontal position. The
forequarters were separated from the hindquarters, and a sturdy
wooden slab connected them, making a
bench. We knew that Collette and Hammy
would be delighted by such an addition to
our family, but we had no room in our vehicle
for the bear. Nancy came to the rescue
when she told us she would be in Anacortes
shortly and would be happy to bring the
bear along in her truck. Now Bruno (what
other name would be appropriate?) sits in
our living room, where he serves as a coffee
table. Hammy often sits there with him, as
Bruno is unfailingly gentle and no threat to
the other animals.

Collette reads the morning paper to Hammy

During the pandemic, these animals have
been part of our pod and have been ideal
Jim Taylor was ARSCE’s first Webmaster, and
is now enjoying his second retirement.

ARSCE is Looking for a

FINANCIAL
SECRETARY
ARSCE is looking for someone to assume the duties associated with the role of Financial Secretary.
These duties include:
n		 Maintaining ARSCE member database 		
n		Work with newspaper editor to provide 		
			 (Access program)
			information for paper 					
n		Make bank deposits from dues and 		
n 		Be the contact for ARSCE membership,
			luncheon receipts
			as well as other duties
n		Act as liaison with the Retirement Office
n		Computer literacy is a must
n		A monthly salary is provided
Contact John Masterjohn, if you are interested, at president@arsce.org
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Bennie Armstrong, SCL

Azia Alfi

Frank McDonald, SCL

Lillian Peck, Muni Court

Donations

Robert Branigan

Patricia Muirhead

Eileen Wolfe

In Memory

Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members
Please note: A number of members have asked why we no longer list the ages of retirees in our “In Memory” report.
We have been advised that due to a new privacy policy for the City of Seattle, this information will no longer be available.
John A. Attebery*		
Library		
Retired: 07/1986		
Passed: 9/21/2020

Ronald Gaudette*		
SCL		
Retired: 02/1999		
Passed: 10/8/2020

Joseph C. Kramer*		
Metro Transit			
Retired: 04/2000		
Passed: 9/29/2020

Garland W. Bishop*		
City Light		
Retired: 11/1988		
Passed: 10/2/2020

Donald A. Gwilym*		
SCL		
Retired: 06/2000		
Passed: 9/16/2020

Elifonso Leal		
SCL		
Passing date unknown

Adeline Campbell*		
Police		
Retired: 12/1978		
Passing date unknown

Lawrence Hawk		
Sea. Center		
Passed: 9/6/2020

Dorothy Collings*		
Beneficiary		
Passing date unknown
Larry Dickinson*		
Muni Court		
Retired: 05/2008		
Passed: 8/31/2020
Arthur Driscoll		
Personnel		
Passed: 5/11/2020
Grace F. Edmark*		
SCL
Retired: 07/1981		
Passed: 9/25/2020
Virginia Galle*		
Legislative		
Retired: 02/1990		
Passed: 9/13/2020

William L. Heilman		
Exec. Services		
Passed: 8/24/2020
Cody Hemstedt		
Sea. Center		
Passed: 7/26/2020
Rita Hensley*			
KC Health		
Retired: 05/1995		
Passed: 9/30/2020
Martha M. Keane		
Police		
		
Passed: 9/18/2020

Sarah Leyrer		
Office Labor Standards		
Passed: 8/29/2020
Plaridel M. Macabata		
Sea. Center		
Passed: 10/2/2020
Bette Marshall*		
Beneficiary		
Passing date unknown
Donald McBride*		
Admin. Services		
Retired: 03/1991		
Passing date unknown
James Mohundro*		
Exec. Services		
Retired: 02/2008		
Passed: 10/21/2020

Kenneth Kowalcyk		
Rita Monroe		
Parks				 Parks		
Passed: 10/2/2020
Passed: 8/31/2020

DONATIONS TO ARSCE
Since ARSCE operates on a limited budget, donations
are always welcome and very much appreciated. ARSCE is a
501 (c)(3) organization. Your donation will be tax deductible
within the limits established by the Internal Revenue Service.
Regular donations are noted in the “Golden Contributions”
section of ARSCE News, listing the donor’s name and
department retired from.
Donations in memory of someone are noted in the
“Memorials” section of ARSCE News. The name of the
deceased person for whom the donation is made and the
donor’s name and department retired from are listed. If you
would like the family of the deceased person notified of your
donation, please include their name and address. A letter will
then be sent to them telling them of your memorial donation.
Mail donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, WA
98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.
You may also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on
page 12 of each issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be
made utilizing a luncheon reservation form. If you have any
questions, please call Victoria Troisi at 425-443-3799.

Paul E. Moody		
SCL		
Passsed: 8/18/2020

Beverly E. Sims		
Human Services		
Passing date unknown

Diane Morgan*		
Vested/Parks		
Retired: 01/2002		
Passed: 8/31/2020

Stuart Smith, IT		
Passed: 10/4/2020		

Elroy R. Sobota*		
Personnel - SCL		
Kenbo Kenneth Nomura*		 Retired: 12/1996		
Passed: 9/9/2020		
SCL		
Retired: 01/1999		
Eric Swensson*		
Passed: 02/2020
SPU		
Retired: 05/2004		
Paul Pembrooke		
Passed: 8/4/2020		
Sea. Center		
Passed: 8/27/2020		
Iris Swisshelm*		
Parks		
Stanford Prince*		
Retired: 01/1999		
Health		
Passed: 9/10/2020
Retired: 07/1988		
Passed: 7/12/2019
Gregory Toffic		
Parks		
Charles Russell*		
Passed: 9/20/2020		
Finance		
Retired: 10/1986		
Enid Vercamer		
Passed: 7/9/2019		
KC Health		
Passed: 3/20/2020		
John E Sacco*		
SCL		
Edith Watne*		
Retired: 02/1990		
Beneficiary		
Passed: 9/7/2020		
Passing date unknown
Candace Sanders		
Collier R. Woods, Jr.		
Parks		
Sea. Center		
Passed: 8/24/2020		
Passed: 8/1/2020		
		

ARSCE Donation Application
Please check appropriate box.
Golden Contribution o
Memorial o

Donor’s Name _________________________________
Dept. Retired from ______________________________

For Memorial Only:
In Memory of _________________________________
Dept. Retired from _____________________________

To Notify Family Donation ~ Provide the following:
Family’s Name ________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City ________________ State ____ Zip Code ________
Fill in form, clip and send donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle,
WA 98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute. You may
also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on page 12 of each
issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be made utilizing a luncheon
reservation form. If you have any questions, call Victoria Troisi at
425-443-3799.

ARSCE NEWS — January/February, 2021 — Page 9

BOOK NOTES
By Lorry Garratt,
Library

WALK THE WIRE. By David Baldacci ~
2020

Amos Decker and his FBI partner Alex
Jamison are called to a small North
Dakota town to investigate the death
of a young woman who has been killed,
autopsied, and dumped in the open.
Her identity is unconfirmed except
for her job as a teacher in a religious
cult, which leads to the ultimate
puzzle, it operates on land owned by a
mysterious government facility.
CAFE BUDAPEST. By Peter Curtis ~
2018

Based on true facts and stories as told by the author’s family,
this is a novel of war and survival. The traumatized Kohut family
arrive in Paris from Czechoslovakia just before France’s entry into
the conflict. Willy the father enlists in a Czech army leaving Sophie
and their 2-year old son until he can send for them, but none of
this is successful as he struggles in an army with no supplies and
Sophie has her own struggle to feed and protect herself and their
child. Author Peter Curtis, a retired surgeon, now lives in Seattle.
THE GUEST LIST. By Lucy Foley ~ 2020

A wedding is taking place between a glamorous magazine
publisher and a TV reality star on an isolated island off the Irish
coast. All of the family and friends, who are there for several days
in addition to a large boatful of guests, celebrate with drinking and
games and reliving their former relationships. All have dark secrets
that lurk in the shadows, ready to strike, and making murder an
unexpected guest.
THE LAST PASSENGER. By Charles Finch ~ 2020

The final prequel to the charming Victorian mystery series in
London enhanced by the background of nobility and wealth as
well as lower class lives. A handsome young man is found dead
in a first-class train car, lacking luggage, and all identification.
Novice detective Charles Lenox suspects it is not a natural death
despite no signs of violence.

Fellowship All Over Town
Engineers’ Luncheon: Seattle Engineering Department (and SDOT
& SPU) retirees meet for lunch quarterly. Call Barbara Graham @
206.356.8606; Harvey Knizek @ 206.526.1251; or Colleen Brown @
206.244.6489 for information. Please join us, hopefully beginning
in 2021!
City Light Line Crews & Friends Breakfast: This group meets at
Shay’s Restaurant, 15744 Aurora Ave. North, near 160th on the East
side of Aurora, on the first Thursday of the month at 8:00AM. Call
Bud Eickstadt at 206.362.8336 for information.
RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association) Lunches:
If you retired from City Light, you will be able to access the
newsletter on our website: www.rclea.net. If you wish to receive
an email notice of our newest edition, send your email address to
Anne Ducey at ducois@gmail.com. For more information contact
Tony Raimondi at tony14007@hotmail.com.
Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on the
second Wednesday of each month.
Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End): This group meets at Shari’s
Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first Saturday of each month.
City Light South End Crews and Friends: This group will meet
for breakfast at 9:00AM the first Tuesday of each month at the
Denny’s located on First Ave. So. and So. 148th Street. Call Jack
Carlson at 206-790-5022 for information.

AGENT RUNNING IN THE FIELD. By John LeCarre ~ 2019

It’s no secret that this author, writing under a pseudonym, was
a real-life spy for British intelligence and this new title resonates
in the authority of his telling of spycraft. It is understated, a web
within a web and darkly humorous, but lacking violence and blood.
In the genre there is nothing better.
WHEN YOU FIND ME. By P.J. Vernon ~ 2018

Socialite Gray Godfly is visiting her family’s South Carolina
estate with her husband Paul. There is a round of parties and
Gray often drinks herself into a blackout. When she wakes one
morning to find Paul’s side of the bed has not been slept on, she
has no memory of the previous evening, and when his car is found
abandoned, in her alcoholic recovery she is not prepared for a
mysterious woman calling with unbelievable stories of horror.
THE INDIFFERENT STARS ABOVE. By Daniel James Brown ~ 2009

In this non-fiction gem, from the bestselling author of The Boys
in the Boat, comes an unforgettable epic of family, tragedy, and
survival on the American frontier. It is the harrowing saga of the
Donner Party from the perspective of Sara Graves and Jay Fosdick.
In April 1846, the couple joined Sara’s family as they journeyed west
from Illinois to the promised land of California. The young couple
was newly married and were among the survivors, but they were
never able to talk of the horrors until they were elderly.
CAMINO WINDS. By John Grisham ~ 2020
The hurricane is named Leo and by
the time he moves through Camino
Island is devastated, the tourists gone,
and the natives, too, to await rebuilding.
One permanent resident is Nelson Kerr,
a popular author, who is found dead
from injuries that point to murder. The
answer lies in his latest novel, still in his
computer, and when his friends try to
solve the mystery, they, too, are in the
sights of someone unknown.
Contact Ms. Garratt at booknotes@arsce.org

Please check with your group before attending.
Many organizations are staying home due to Covid-19.
Transit Retirees (South End): Meet at the Burien Elks Lodge at
South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third Saturday of the
month at 8:30AM for breakfast. Contact Al Ramey at 206.243.8504.
METRO Retirees’ Lunch: This group meets at 11:00AM the second
Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and Nov. at the Crazy
Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in Mountlake Terrace. At
11:00AM on the second Wednesday of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct.,
and Dec. The group meets at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at
13500 Interurban Ave. So. in Tukwila. For information call Lonnie
Sewell at 206.915.1415.
Another Retired Transit Group: This group meets the 1st Saturday
of the month at the Family Pancake House located at 238th &
Aurora at 7:30AM.
Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD. This group meets at
11:30AM the first Monday of the month at the Feast Buffet, 485
Renton Center Way SW, Renton, WA.
Engineering Retirees’ Lunch: Engineering Dept. Field Personnel
Retirees meet the 1st Wednesday of the month, 10:00AM at Shay’s
Restaurant at N. 160th St. & Aurora Ave. N. in Shoreline, WA. Contact
Roy Galloway at 206.362.3937 for further information.
Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday
of the month at the 125th Street Grill located at 12255 Aurora Ave.
North. We meet at 11:30AM for lunch.
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Then, in 1935, they purchased and re-equipped the old
Columbia facility and acquired the rights to produce beer under
By Joe Matthias
the Rainier label, though they had to pay a royalty on each barrel
to the owning firm in California. Finally, in 1953, the Sick family was
able to wrest control of the brand as sole owner. By that time, all
production was being done at the Sodo location and the distinctive
Rainier ~ By the Bottle
“R” had been installed on the roof.
Somewhere in there, the Sick family managed to build a
Throughout Seattle’s brief history there have been a number of
baseball
stadium, Sick’s Seattle Stadium, off Rainier Avenue, where
national and international companies that have their roots here.
the
Seattle
Rainiers, a minor league west coast team, played their
Bartell’s comes to mind as one of the first. Bardahl Oil, based in
home
games
until they were disbanded. That stadium is now gone,
Ballard, is another. More recently there is Starbucks and close
replaced by progress.
enough to count, Microsoft just on the east side of Lake Washington.
After World War II, there was a change in beer production
Google had its roots here. And we’d be remiss to ignore the impact
happening around the country. Small breweries, always the
of Boeing. But one of the first, one that preceded them all, save
mainstay of the brewing industry, were being gobbled up by huge
possibly Bartell’s, is the Rainier Brewing Company.
conglomerates, namely Anhauser-Busch, Pabst, and G. Heileman,
The brewery, as most of us remember, sits along Airport Way in
to name a few. When the smoke settled, the smaller breweries were
the Sodo district, just south of Jackson St. and next to Interstate 5.
in the minority, successful ones rare. Rainier was one of those rare
What I didn’t know was that it was not the first
ones that flourished despite these mergers.
Rainier Brewery. So, let’s drift back in history
Fritz Sick passed away in 1964, and Emil took
and see what we find.
the
reins. Alan Ferguson, Fritz’ adopted son,
In 1872, a man named A.B. Rabbeson
entered
management and eventually worked
opened the Seattle Brewing Company in a
his way to the top. It was during his reign that
rickety old wooden building. From there he
the Century Brewing Company reorganized,
brewed several brands which he sold locally,
the ensuing company being called the Rainier
among them one called Columbia, another
Brewing Company. Later it became the Rainier
Rainier. Enter Andrew Hemrich, a German
Companies, as it had, like many of the larger
immigrant whose family had been intensely
conglomerates, begun acquiring the rights to
involved in brewing for generations. Joining
several smaller brewing establishments, amid
forces with Mr. John Kopp, Hemrich purchased
other enterprises. Somehow in the process,
the brewery from Mr. Rabbeson in 1878,
Molson Brewing of Canada ended up owning
including the Rainier and Columbia names,
Seattle Brewing & Malting Co.
the majority of Rainier stock.
Georgetown, circa 1900
working out of that facility for several years.
In 1977 the Rainier Companies, as it was
historylink.org / Courtesy Paul Dorpat
The name was eventually changed to the
known,
was sold to the G. Heileman Brewing
Seattle Brewing and Malting Company. Then,
Company.
The fit was good as Heileman
in 1893, they built an impressive brick brewery
believed in acquiring smaller successful
on Airport Way in the Columbia District, next
breweries, but letting them operate as
to the Duwamish River, which at that time
independents supplying the markets that had
meandered snake-like across the partially
made them successful. Heileman itself ran
filled tide flats. From that position they
into financial woes in the mid to late 1980s, and
brewed three beers: Bayview, Bohemian, and
in 1996, sold out to Stroh Brewing Company,
their signature brand, Rainier. At that time in
which now owns the Rainier Companies and
Seattle’s history there was no shortage of small
Rainier Beer Logo
the Rainier brand.
brewing companies scattered throughout the
Rainier today is made at a Miller brewery
city, and Hemrich found himself competing
in southern California, a contract beer under
with them for his livelihood. Hemrich’s beers
the Pabst Brewing Company, which in turn
sold well in Seattle and the surrounding area
is controlled by Stroh’s. It can be found on
including Tacoma, Everett, Olympia and into
grocery shelves throughout the Northwest.
other states and Canada. As he grew, they
solved the problem of distribution over greater
The Sodo factory is now owned by Tully’s
Raaaaaaaaiiiiiiii
distances, eventually supplying beers, Rainier
Nnnnnneeeeeer
Coffee, who converted it to a multi-use facility.
Beeeeeeeeeeer
most prevalent, as far south as California,
For advertising purposes, they removed the big
and north to the Alaskan gold fields. When
red ‘R’ on the roof and installed an ugly green
the dust finally settled, his was the dominant
‘T.’ As luck would have it, the building was a
remaining brewery, and stayed that way. In
registered National Historical building and
the interim he became a very successful and
they had to put an ‘R’ back up. The original
Rainier Beer Ad
wealthy Seattle icon.
‘R’ can be found in the Museum of Natural
Courtesy YouTube
Industry in the UW Arboretum.
And, as so many before him, he fell from
riches to ruin. In 1916, the state of Washington
The Columbia factory has been completely
passed laws making the production and sale of alcoholic beverages
renovated and houses several smaller enterprises, among which
illegal, effectively putting Hemrich out of business. Three years
is a fledgling brewery. Go figure. The original malt house can be
later, in 1919, the U.S. Congress did the same to the entire country.
rented for special occasions.
Hemlich sold the brewery to a California firm, who moved the
Rainier beer, from its onset under the tutorage of A.B. Rabbeson,
Rainier brand to their California brewery. The expansive brick
through the years under the leadership of Andrew Hemrich, the
complex where Hemrich had brewed his beer was converted to a
Sick family, and eventually to the conglomerates of G. Heileman
feed mill, and other ventures, one being the production of soda pop
then Stroh’s, has always outperformed its competitors, wining
and non-alcoholic beer. The Rainier name would not be seen in
numerous national and international acclaims. It was renowned
the Pacific Northwest again for the next fifteen years.
as the premier beer in the region, prized as the cream of the crop
In 1933, Prohibition was repealed and breweries opened up,
by individuals and corporations alike.
literally overnight. One of these was the Seattle Brewing Company,
As for myself, I really miss the beers. The Light, Light-Light,
an offshoot of the original company Hemrich purchased in 1878.
and Not-So-Lights. The Rainier Ale. Rainier Dark, which was an
Operating out of Oregon, they brewed their version of Rainier and
exceptionally good dark beer. And even Columbia, which was
sold it throughout Washington and Oregon.
still being produced by Rainier. Then there was the search for the
Enter Fritz Sick and his son, Emil. Moving down from Canada,
Wild Rainier. And let’s not forget the crafty look from the Rainier
they purchased the Seattle Brewing Company with the sole idea
Brewmaster. And I sincerely miss the old tasting room on Airport
of returning Rainier to the Pacific Northwest. They started the
Way at Sodo.
Century Brewing Company, purchased, and refurbished the old
And, last but not least:
Bayveiw Brewery in the Sodo district, originally built in 1891, and
Raaaaaaaaiiiiiiiii....Nnnnneeeeeeeer...Beeeeeeeeeeeeeer.
began producing Columbia Beer, while negotiating with California
Happy New Year to all. May the coming year be brighter than the last.
to buy back the Rainier label. This is the building we all have come
Duffer, out
to associate with the Rainier label.

Duffer’s Corner
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A Life Well-Lived
By Joyce Dickhaut

The Russians ~ What Do They Want?
All four of my grandparents were born in various locations in
Russia. They escaped persecution and pogroms to seek asylum in
our promised land of liberty around the late 1800s to the turn of the
century. That was my only connection to Russia until 1990, about a
hundred years after their emigration.

In 1990, the United States participated in The Goodwill Games.
The Games’ motto was “Uniting the World’s Best” and athletes
from 54 countries engaged in a 17-day program of 21 sports
competitions. The Seattle Space Needle had a large gold medal
hung around the structure to honor the Games. The competition
featured a significant cultural aspect to foster good will among
nations. Around 1,400 Soviet athletes and other guests came and
stayed with host families in
Seattle. President Ronald
Reagan spoke at opening
ceremonies at the UW
Husky Stadium. It was like
a mini-Olympic Games but
privately financed, however
it was not financially
successful, and Ted Turner,
personally, lost $44 million
as a result.

along with Elena. He played the guitar, which he always had it with
him, and sang beautifully. Luckily, they both were able to speak
some English and we were able to communicate.

Interestingly, the one thing Misha wanted to see was Bruce Lee’s
grave, so we took him to Lakeview Cemetery where Lee has his final
resting place. We took them out on our small boat one afternoon
and cruised along Lake Washington, listening to Misha sing and play
his guitar on the summer air. It was an unforgettable experience.
Misha wanted to stay here. Life was not good in those times
immediately following the crumbling of the Soviet Union in 1991.
The country was struggling, and I believe they were experiencing
lots of shortages and hard times. He met a Seattle girl, and she
took him in, and when it came time to go home, he defected and
did not return to Russia with his group. I’m not sure how he pulled it
off, but some weeks later Merle told me he had seen Misha working
at a north-end supermarket bagging groceries. Elena was very
intent on buying vitamins for her little boy. She said no vitamins
were available in Russia and the food supply was not great. We
bought her lots of bottles of chewable kids’ vitamins and some
other meds such as aspirin and antihistamines for her husband’s
allergies. She enjoyed her
time here, but said she
missed her family.

In 2013 my divorced son
who lives in Tempe, AZ
met and was smitten with
a lady, Anna, and two
years later they married.
She was born and raised
in St. Petersburg and
studied for twenty years
at the St. Petersburg
The
planning
State Conservatory as
Committee
recruited
a classical pianist. She
families to host Russian
showed me a picture
visitors as houseguests and
of herself with Mikhail
my husband Merle and I
Gorbachov at one of her
volunteered to host a visitor
From Russia - The Yarmarka Folk Group
performances. However,
at our house for a week
she wanted to come to
or so. We attended some
the United States. She
orientation meetings and
came to this country
when the time came, we met
some years ago and
our guest who was a middlebecame a citizen, but
aged working man.
Lev
is still very Russian and
Fedjaev was from Moscow
values her culture. Her
and had won this amazing
mother and sister still live
trip in a lottery. He did not
in St. Petersburg and my
speak a word of English nor
son and his wife visited
did we know Russian except
there a few years ago. I
perhaps “Da” or “Nyet.” This
have never asked her why
was our first encounter with
she wanted to come here,
the Russian culture, and
Misha
Elena Boating with Misha
but it was perhaps for a
it was a challenge. Our
new adventure or a new
“textbooks” were the Sears
life, just as others have sought out new worlds to experience.
catalogue and picture magazines. Each of the Russian guests
were given $100 by the Russian government for spending money.
In this politicized era, what do we think about Russia and its
Lev was focused on getting some American jeans for his adult son.
people? From my experiences, I find that they simply want the
We took him to Kmart for bargain prices and I believe in addition to
same things we all want. Some, such as my grandparents and
the jeans, he got himself some shoes.
Misha, want freedom and peace and escape from tyranny and a
I recently came across a newspaper clipping headlined “Visitors
leave a world of good memories for Seattle.” I’ll quote a paragraph
in the article describing one of our experiences with Lev. “We
were sitting on the patio enjoying an outdoor barbecue with our
guest Lev Fedjaev, a charming blue-collar worker from Moscow…
Later a patrolling Seattle policeman, who was a friend of Joyce’s
husband, dropped by. All of them went out to inspect the officer’s
motorcycle and the officer insisted on letting Lev sit on the police
bike and lending him his police helmet. Cameras came out and we
got several snaps of the beaming Soviet playing policeman.”
In 1992, when Seattle held its Annual Northwest Folklife Festival
at the Seattle Center, performers from other cultures were invited
to entertain as part of the festivities. Since my husband and I were
considered experienced by virtue of our previous hosting gig, we
were contacted by Folklife to ask if we wanted to try it again. Russia
was sending the Yarmarka Folk Group of 24 dancers and musicians
to perform, as well as support staff who all needed temporary
homes. Our guest was an attractive young lady named Elena who
was in her late twenties, married, with a little boy at home in Russia.
Elena’s dancing partner was Misha, a gorgeous blond hunk who
could double for a young Mikhail Baryshnikov. Misha was staying
at a home nearby and so we met and entertained him at our house

hard life. Others such as Lev and Elena want to take care of their
family members and want the best for them. Others, such as
my daughter-in-law, want to experience a new life in a new and
different land. Upon considering these experiences, I believe most
of us in this ever-changing world want the same things our Founding
Fathers wanted—basic human values including “Life, Liberty, and
the Pursuit of Happiness.” I guess that says it all.
Contact Ms. Dickhaut at joyce4ever@comcast.net

Celebrate
Love!
Sunday ~ February 14th, 2021
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2021 MEETING AND PUBLICATION DATES

ARSCE is Looking for a

FINANCIAL
SECRETARY
ARSCE is looking for someone to assume
the duties associated with the role of
Financial Secretary.
These duties include:
n		 Maintaining ARSCE member database 		
			 (Access program)
n		Make bank deposits from dues and 		
			luncheon receipts
n		Act as liaison with the Retirement Office,
n		Work with newspaper editor to provide 		
			information for paper
n 		Be the contact for ARSCE membership,
			as well as other duties
n		Computer literacy is a must
n		A monthly salary is provided
Contact John Masterjohn, if you are interested,
at president@arsce.org

Wed. Jan. 12
Tues. Jan. 13

News Deadline (Mar/Apr Issue)
ARSCE Executive Board Meeting

Wed. Feb. 10
Fri.
Feb. 12

ARSCE Executive Board Meeting
Insert Ballots/Mail ARSCE News (Mar/Apr)

Wed. Mar. 10
Wed. Mar. 10
Fri.
Mar. 12

ARSCE Spring Luncheon (To be confirmed)
Ballots Due in PO Box 			
Count Ballots 				

Active & Retired Employees t You’re Invited to Attend the
ARSCE Board Meetings. Please Feel Free to Join Us!
Note: Calendar is subject to change by Board approval.

~ARSCE~

Application for Membership:
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees

Name____________________________________Tel. No.______________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City _________________________________ State ________ Zip_______________

Date Retired _________________ From Dept. _____________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________
Annual Dues: $15.00 (7/1-6/30)

Looking for a
Volunteer Opportunity?
Many ARSCE members currently volunteer. Others would like
to volunteer, but are not sure what opportunities exist. Space
limitations mean we cannot list individual opportunities in the
ARSCE News.

Please refer to these two extensive websites for volunteering
opportunities in the Seattle area: United Way of King County
located at (www.uwkc.org/volunteer). This is probably the most
comprehensive of the local volunteer opportunity websites. A
search of their database using the term “parks” returned 76 different
volunteer opportunities; “animal” returned 65 opportunities, “home”
returned 141, “senior” returned 50 and “children” returned 595. You
can register on the site and arrange to have internet “feeds” sent
to you about volunteer opportunities in areas that interest you.
Volunteer Match (www.volunteermatch.org) is another very
good comprehensive site with some interesting geographical limit
capabilities. Enter your home zip code to start.

Your dues will be deducted from the check you receive in
July. Please fill out the following section for the Retirement
Office; include it with the rest of this completed application
and mail it to ARSCE.

Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization
To: The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’
Retirement System:
The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle
Employees’ Retirement System to deduct from my retirement,
beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly
established from time to time by the Association of Retired
Seattle City Employees (ARSCE). Until further written notice
by me to The Retirement System Office, such deduction shall
be made annually from my July allowance and shall be paid to
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385,
Seattle, WA 98175-0385.

Name (Please Print)		

Department

Signature					Date

Address

City

Monday ~ January 18th, 2021

State

Zip Code

Mail to: Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385

