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 Early in 2021, Lou had recovered well 
enough to be moved to Quarry Assissted Living 
in Vancouver.  He is in a small apartment of 
his own, although he still requiers a great deal 
of direct care.  This is quite an improvement in                          
his standard of living.  He was very happy and 
has a great attitude.  That’s the good news. 
 A few weeks later found Lou not feeling very well.  In a weakend 
state and struggling with some vertigo, he was taken to the ER for IV 
fluids.  He was hoping to feel better soon.  We’re rooting for you, Lou!

YOUR PENSION NEWS
By Lou Walter, Retired Employee,
Member: Seattle City Employees’

Retirement System

Contact Mr. Masterjohn at president@arsce.org

ARSCE Board 
Member Election

Find Your 

Ballots
Inside

Must be 
Posted by March 10th

Daylight Saving Time Begins
March 14th, 2021

Set your clocks ahead
one hour.

k

Update from Terry Walter:

SCERS Board Meeting Report:

 The SCERS Board met on January 14, 2021.  Jeff Davis, Executive 
Director, mentioned that Lou is back.  He would have been at this 
online meeting, except for a medical appointment conflict.
 The new year began with the ongoing discussion of divestment.   
The Board shared a vigorous defense of it’s primary fiduciary 
responsibility to its members, with all other considerations coming in 
second.  However, outside pressure to divest continues, most recently 
with a letter from the Mayor.  

1 step forward,                          
sometimes                                                  
2 steps backward.

 So, we have a new president in Washington, D.C.  Let’s 
hope he and Harris (hooray for her!) can bring the country 
together and get some things done. 
 Talking about voting, ARSCE has a Board election coming 
up quickly.  You’ll find your ballots tucked inside this issue.  
Please vote and make sure your ballot is posted no later than 
Wednesday, March 10th, 2021. 
 Some good news for a change—Lou Walter has recovered enough from his serious car accident to begin attending SCERS Board meetings 
via Zoom.  Welcome back Lou! 
 SCERS (Seattle City Employees’ Retirement System) is hosting their Board meetings through their website.  Go to seattle.gov/retirement 
and check out what they are discussing monthly. 
 There has been a request from Mayor Durkan, through Councilmember Teresa Mosqueda, SCERS Board of Administration Chair, to 
investigate divestment from fossil fuel stocks.  It is my understanding that the Board is looking into what other systems are doing and will 
report back with their recommendations.  There have not been any bills in the State Legislature concerning letting the State Retirement 
system handle our funds, yet, but it is still quite early in the session.  We will be keeping an eye on Olympia and the issues most important to 
ARSCE members.  
 As I mentioned in my last article, SCERS is still sending out letters for the self-service portal.  They hope to have all current members 
notified by the end of February.  They have started sending packets on the portal to new employees, also.  They have about 25% signing up.  If 
you received your notice and did not sign up early, you may have to notify the system because the pin number only lasts for a short time.  The 
SCERS system is still doing well and has maintained and even improved their funding level.  
 So, we need to sign up for the vaccine and still maintain our healthy and safe habits; mask, distance, and wash your hands. Be well.
John
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Essential Telephone Numbers
And Web Addresses

ARSCE:  425.443.3799
(Change of Address/Membership Questions)
Email: financial.secretary@arsce.org
Website: www.arsce.org

Mayor’s Office for Senior Citizens: 206.684.0500
(Information on available programs/services)
Email: seniors@seattle.gov
Website: www.seattle.gov/seniors

Personnel Department: 206.615.1340
(Benefits)
Email: benefits.unit@seattle.gov
Website: www.seattle.gov/Personnel/

Retirement Office: 206.386.1293 or
  1.877.865.0079
(Retirement Checks/Health & Dental Benefits/General 
Questions/Change of Address/Tax Withholding)
Email: retirecity@seattle.gov
Website: www.seattle.gov/retirement

Statement of Ownership
And Management

1) Owner and Publisher: The Association of Retired Seattle  
  City Employees               
 Address: P.O. Box 75385
  Seattle, WA  98175-0385
2) Title of Publication: ARSCE News
3) Frequency of issues: Six (6) issues each year.
4)  John Masterjohn, President
  Edie Jorgensen, Vice President               
  Alan Brittenham, Recording Secretary
  Victoria Troisi, Financial Secretary
  Elizabeth Paschke, Treasurer
  Lee Sattler, Editor
5) Bondholders, Mortgages, and Security Holders: None
6) The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees (ARSCE), is 
a non-profit organization  for educational purposes according to 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  Contributions are 
tax-deductible.                                                                           
 ARSCE annual dues are $15.00 (July 1-June 30).  Opinions stated 
by various writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the 
policy of ARSCE.

Contact us at www.arsce.org                        
Or telephone us at 425.443.3799

Here’s where you’ll find the 
latest news from ARSCE.                           

Look us up!

When you visit www.facebook.com simply type in:
ARSCE-Active and Retired Seattle City Employees Group

 
ARSCE is Looking for a

 n  Maintaining ARSCE member database   
   (Access program)
 n  Make bank deposits from dues and    
   luncheon receipts
 n  Act as liaison with the Retirement Office, 
 n  Work with newspaper editor to provide   
   information for paper
 n   Be the contact for ARSCE membership,        
   as well as other duties  
 n  Computer literacy is a must
 n  A monthly salary is provided
 
Contact John Masterjohn, if you are interested,     
at president@arsce.org

ARSCE is looking for someone to assume 
the duties associated with the role of                                          

Financial Secretary.  

These duties include: 

Join the ARSCE Team as a

Guest
COLUMNIST

Share your knowledge with us!

Do you have a passion to share with others?  Perhaps 
you have a unique history, interesting hobby, or fun 
passtime you’re excited to encourage someone to try.  
Talk to us about it!  It could be that you’re our next 
Guest Columnist.   Tell us about yourself.                  

Writers Wanted!

Contact us at:  arscenews@arsce.org

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Celebrating Sunday, April 4th, 2021
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Mr. Mohundro’s Column in Memoriam

Lights, Camera, Action!
Some Favorites on DVD

By Jim Mohundro

    These films have subtitles in English or “close captioning” for the 
hearing impaired, and may be around town at video stores (there 
are just two in Seattle at this time) that carry decent inventories of 
the classics, but the films may also be available with subtitles or 
close captioning from the Seattle Public Library and other local 
libraries, cable or satellite, or from “streaming” resources such as 
Netflix, Amazon, Hulu and the Criterion Channel.

The Detectives: It’s a Mystery to Me

NEXT NEWS DEADLINE:  
March 16th, 2021

Send ARSCE Your News, Short Stories & Poems
Mail your information to:  

ARSCE P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385
Or, email your news & information to:  arscenews@arsce.org

(All submittals become the property of ARSCE.)

 Dashiell Hammett and 
Raymond Chandler created 
the archetypal fictional private 
detectives of the ’30s, ’40s 
and ’50s—Sam Spade and 
Philip Marlowe.  Chandler, 
discussing detective fiction in an 
introduction to his 1944 essay, 
“The Simple Art of Murder,” 
wrote “There are those who read 
it only when they are tired or sick, 
and, from the number of mystery 
novels they consume, they must 
be tired and sick most of the 
time.”  The same goes for mystery 
stories on stage, radio, television, 
and film.  Whether the detective 
is a private investigator with a 
blonde and a bottle in his desk 
drawer (maybe even the same 
drawer); a pregnant police chief 
in Brainerd, Minnesota; or a 
dilettante for whom solution of 
crimes is a hobby and evening 
dress not optional (e.g., Lord 
Peter Wimsey or Philo Vance), 
the popularity of these stories 
continues. 
 The intellectual Clifton 
Fadiman included many 
classics—if classics are works 
that have stood the test of time—
in his Lifetime Reading Plan, 
but Fadiman did not recognize 
extraordinarily  widely-read 
genre fiction like that of the 
adventures of Conan Doyle’s 
“consulting detective,” who still 
seems quite real and alive, and 
receives mail in London today.  
It’s elementary, my dear Watson, 
that we will start with. 
 Sherlock Holmes has been 
portrayed on stage, film and  television by William Gillette, 
John Barrymore, Peter Cushing,   Robert Downey, Jr., Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Ian McKellen, and many others; however, for many, 
Basil Rathbone is the quintessential Holmes in 1939’s The Hound of 
the Hound of the Baskervilles, with the inimitable Nigel Bruce here 
as Holmes’ dogged companion Doctor Watson and in thirteen 
popular and successful films thereafter (80 minutes). 
 Earl Derr Biggers’ Charlie Chan, based on real-life Honolulu 
cop Chang Apana, but played by Swedish-born Warner Oland, 
is assisted by Number One Son (Seattle’s Keye Luke) with Boris 
Karloff as a prime suspect in 1936’s Charlie Chan at the Opera                            
(68 minutes). 
 Thank You, Mr. Moto (1937) Based on its success with the Chan 
series, 20th Century Fox casts Austrian refugee Peter Lorre as 
Japanese detective Moto in films based on the character created 
by novelist John P. Marquand, but Pearl Harbor puts an end to this 
eight-film series (67minutes). 

 With a wire-haired fox terrier and two or three pitchers of 
martinis, William Powell and Myrna Loy’s Nick and Nora Charles 
solve the mystery in Director “One-Shot Woody” Van Dyke’s 1934   
film of the Hammett novel, The Thin Man.  This motion picture 
spawned five sequels in which Nick has been forever erroneously 
thought of as “The Thin Man” (91 minutes). 
 Dick Powell, aging out of his juvenile crooner persona (42nd 
Street, Dames, Gold Diggers of 1933, 1935 and 1937, etc.), turns 
his film career around as Chandler’s Philip Marlowe in Director 
Edward Dymitryk’s Murder, My Sweet (1944), the second filming of 

the novel Farewell, My Lovely.  
The producers change the title 
because they fear the audience 
will think it a musical, but “…It 
was a cool day and very clear.  
You could see a long way—but 
not as far as Velma had gone…” 
(95 minutes). 
  Agatha Christie’s amateur 
sleuth Miss Marple is made 
flesh by Margaret Rutherford 
in Murder Most Foul (1964), 
an English “cozy.” Marple 
investigates a murder set in 
and around a small English 
theatrical company. Look for 
Stringer Davis, Rutherford’s real-
life husband, as Miss Marple’s 
pal Mr. Stringer (90 minutes). 
  Detective Story (1951) The 
always intense Kirk Douglas is 
Detective Jim McLeod in William 
Wyler’s gritty film of Sidney 
Kingsley’s Broadway play about 
a day in the life of a precinct          
(103 minutes). 
     Frances McDormand picks up 
her first Oscar for Best Actress 
in the 1996 Fargo.  An overnight 
sensation here, McDormand’s 
actually been working on 
Broadway and in films since 
1984.  With William H. Macy and 
Steve Buscemi as incompetent 
crooks, the world would be a 
better place (98 minutes). 

 Although The Maltese Falcon is 
just a film about a black bird, it’s “the 
stuff that dreams are made of.”  With 
Humphrey Bogart, Mary Astor, Sidney 
Greenstreet, Peter Lorre, Elisha Cook Jr., Gladys George,  Ward Bond, 
Barton MacLane, Jerome Cowan, Lee Patrick, and Walter Huston, 
whose son John makes his 1941 directorial début.  Dashiell Hammett’s 
novel was filmed twice before, in 1931 and 1936, but, here, Bogart is 
Sam Spade.

And here’s a bonus: 



Page 4  —  ARSCE NEWS — March/April, 2021

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS FOR THE MARCH, 2021
ELECTION TO THE ARSCE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Your ballot for the ARSCE Executive Board Election is included in this March/April edition of the paper.  Please familiarize 
yourselves with the candidates’ information and be prepared to vote for no more than six (6) of the people whose names 
appear below.  The names are arranged in last name alphabetical order.

z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z

Alan Brittenham
 I started at Fleets when it was called General Services, in the 
Machine Shop at Charles Street, in 1980.  I like to say I worked for 
three different Departments, but never had to change my locker, as 
the Department re-formed itself with each new mayoral election.  I 
was a Station Maintenance Machinist, then progressed up the ladder 
until I retired as the Vehicle Maintenance Manager in 2007.  Along 
the way, I served on the Safety Committee, as a Shop Steward, and 
got heavily involved in the various committees that were created in 
the 80s and 90s when employee involvement was supported and 
valued, most noticeably during the Norm Rice era.  I realized my 
most important function was to make meetings last longer.  As a 
Supervisor and Manager, I realized I got the most pleasure out of 
being useful to my customers and co-workers. 
 After retiring the first time, I went back into production machining 
for a few years to wrap up my career in the field where it started, as 
well as starting an eBay store called Big Al’s This & That, where I sold 
all kinds of stuff and learned how to write ad copy.  Somewhere along 
the way I started cranking out stories, some of which have found 
their way to ARSCE News, where I hope they have given you a smile 
or two.  These days I also handle the Old Timers luncheon planning 
and newsletter reports, not to mention taking on the Recording 
Secretary position, which has been another learning experience.  As 
a group, the Board is adapting to current conditions and continues 
to function well on Zoom, but we hope to get back to face time one 
of these days.
 And, yes, since you put me on the Board, the meetings have 
probably lasted a little bit longer.  
Bob Chandler
 Retired in 2014 after more than 40 years with the City.  Was 
the Assistant Director for Special projects in the Department of 
Transportation at the time of retirement.  Started in the Engineering 
Department and also served in the Management and Budget Office, 
Planning Office, Seattle Public Utilities, and Transportation.  Wide 
variety of experience both at work and with outside activities and 
hobbies.  Would like to ensure that the retirement system not only 
cares for current retirees, but also provides for those employees 
looking forward to retirement in the future.
Marty Etquibal
 After I finished my tour of duty in Vietnam for the U.S. Army, I 
came back home to Seattle and went to work in the galvanized 
fencing industry.  That ended after 11 years, and I wound up at the 
City of Seattle in Fleet Services as a Warehouser at Charles Street in 
1989.  I served at all the different shop locations over the years and 
wound up in the Warehouse Supervisor position by the time I retired 
in 2010.
 I have always been active in the Employee Association and 
attended the luncheons, while we were able to have them, so it is a 
logical step for me to join the ARSCE Executive Board as a member.  
I would appreciate your vote to put me in this position and will do a 
good job if that happens.  Thanks.
Hillary Hamilton 
 I retired in 2020 after 34+ years in City real estate and operating/
CIP budgets serving Seattle Center, Transportation, and primarily 
the Fleets and Facilities Department through multiple incarnations.  
Managing the FFD real estate unit included coordination with most 
City departments, including Parks, Office of Housing, Fire, and the 
Utilities as well as internal FFD customers for property purchases, 
sales, and leasing (never a dull moment!).  Volunteer work over the 
years included numerous committee chairs and board participation 
for the League of Women Voters and the Seattle International District 
Rotary Club, including a stint as Rotary club president in 2003. 
 The City’s pension system is an essential element of most City 
employees’ financial futures.  If elected to the Board, I will work to 
support the financial strength of the retirement system for current 
and future retirees as well as build on efforts to strengthen ARSCE 
membership, education, and social networking.
Edie Jorgensen 
 Edie Jorgensen retired from Personnel in 2006 and began 
her service on the ARSCE Board in 2009.  She is currently the Vice 
President and serves on the Election Committee, Finance and 
Budget Committee, and the Legislation, Pensions and Insurance 
Committee.

 I’m honored to run for another 3 years.  With my experience 
working on boards and committees, I am ready, able, and willing to 
work on the many issues the organization faces.  My continued goal 
is to increase membership, especially among those who are still 
active workers.  We need them to participate so we all can protect 
the pension program that City employees enjoy.  Besides, I keep 
meeting many fellow workers and am loving it.”
Ann Kelson
 I retired in 2017 after 37 years of City service.  I worked in Law, 
Personnel, Administrative Services, Executive Services, Finance and 
Administrative Services, and Information Technology, retiring from 
the position of IT Contracting Manager.  Over the years I was fortunate 
to be in positions that allowed me to work with all City departments 
in a variety of subject matters—from ambulance services to surplus 
zoo doo.  Since retiring, I’ve taken advantage of wonderful activities 
designed for 55+ and adopted a rescue dog and a rescue kitty.
 I look forward to serving our current and future ARCSE members. 
My primary interests are to continue fostering the good relationship 
between the Retirement office and ARSCE, and in attracting 
additional ARCSE members.
Pat Kirkness
 I am a recent retiree who worked for the City for 36 years.  For 
the first half of my career, I was the manager of the City’s Space 
Planning and Design unit.  This position gave me the opportunity to 
work with employees from most City departments.  The second half 
of my career was spent working in the City’s Technology group doing 
IT projects involving telecommunications and networking.
 ARSCE is important.  Its active Board members monitor City 
Retirement’s work and proposed plans, and they keep an eye on 
what the State’s Retirement system is doing.  Our pensions are vital. 
We need to preserve what we have, and I would like to play a role 
with this.  Plus, being on the Board is a good way to network and help 
bring attention to our organization.  
John Masterjohn 
 John is seeking his fourth term on the ARSCE Board and is currently 
serving as President.  He was hired by the Seattle Engineering 
Department in 1966 and worked in the traffic division for 16 years as 
a general laborer, maintenance laborer, and Traffic Marking Leader. 
 In 1982, he left the department to go to work for PSIE Local 1239, 
which represents a large number of City classifications.  During his 
28 years with Local 1239, John served as a member of the medical 
committee where they dealt with active and retiree medical plans. 
He negotiated the 1.5% yearly retiree COLA and the 60% floor for the 
retirees at that time.  John would like to continue as a member of the 
ARSCE Executive Board to help with new ideas for retirees and make 
sure that the City treats retirees with respect and dignity.
 “I have been attending the retirement Board meetings since I 
retired in July of 2010, and I am concerned that the City is continuing 
to look at new ways to adjust the retirement plans.  As a member 
of the ARSCE Board, I would speak on behalf of all ARSCE members 
and those who will retire in the future.  I would appreciate your vote.”
Alan Painter
 I’ve had the opportunity to work for more than forty years in the 
public sector.  Twenty of those years were in the City of Seattle.  I 
worked alongside colleagues in the City Budget office for a couple 
of those years and then for many years in the City’s Human Services 
Department.  The Budget office was a great place to learn the nuts 
and bolts of operating the City across Departments and to see the 
best ways to translate policy into action through collaborative work 
of the Executive, the Legislative branch, and Departments.
 My experience in the Human Services Department was a 
highlight of my professional career.  I served in a range of roles, 
ultimately as the Department Director.  There I saw the amazing 
skills and commitment of staff working to extend quality child care 
to families, supporting initiatives to help older adults (like many of us 
now) live thriving, independent lives, and see the daily commitment 
to provide meals, shelter and housing to those who were homeless 
or at risk of homelessness.
 As a retiree benefitting from the City of Seattle’s retirement 
system, I acknowledge the benefit we have in this difficult time.  I am 
committed to supporting vigilance and advocacy to help maintain 
and strengthen support for public servants like us.  I hope you will 
support my nomination to the ARSCE Board.  Thank you.

continued on page 5
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Susan White
 I retired from the City in 2011 after 26 years with Contracting 
Services specializing in labor standards, benefits, WMBE, 
Apprenticeship, and managed a team of five contract analysts.  
 Retirement has been more fun than I imagined.  After 45 
years of working, ambition is still in the bone marrow and I am 
happily exploring new avocations.  Despite spending many years 
working with accountants and lawyers, I am now able to delve 
into my actual talents.  I have a Master’s Degree in Fine Arts with 

substantial undergraduate study in Geology.  A few years ago, the 
two serendipitously collided when I taught myself to set gemstones in 
silver and other metals.  Today, I hold between 12 and 15 live shows per 
year in a variety of venues—from big fairs to boutique shows.  I also 
serve on the Northwest Hospital Board as a neighborhood liaison.  
 My years as a labor and benefits analyst provide me with a good 
basis for participation with ARSCE members to keep our pension 
funds secure. 

Ramblin’ Roads
By Alan Brittenham

Bob Bentler

You can reach Mr. Brittenham @ abrittenham1@comcast.net

 We lost Bob Bentler back in November.  He made 
it to 93, quite the accomplishment considering the 
life he led.  I’ll give you just one story from his endless 
store of tales, an aptitude for the proper telling of 
which he was well endowed.
 Every day, for twenty-five years or so, the crew 
at the Charles Street Machine shop would gather at 
a picnic table in the shop by the old office at break 
times.  Over the years we all got a chance to tell our 
stories and listen to his.  This one revolves around 
a black 1956 Ford Thunderbird that he owned and 
used as a daily driver in the early ‘80s.  The car was 
tired by then, but still dependable.  It had a V-8 
engine with a 4-speed manual tranny, but 
the body was starting to break down on him.  
I pointed out the cancer spots one day on 
both rear quarters in front of the wheel wells, 
and he smiled and said, “I have a complete 
spare body for this car sitting on blocks in 
Idonna’s back yard, so I don’t need to do 
anything with this one till I feel like it.”  That 
was Bob’s approach in a nutshell:  If one is 
good, two is better.  Being raised in Seattle 
during the Great Depression, he absorbed 
the philosophy well, to the point that, when 
he had to leave his house in Sea-Tac that was 
taken for the freeway expansion, he said the scrap metal dumpster 
hauled 16 tons out of there.  I’ve been there, and you had to take 
soundings before you could navigate.

 As the story goes, he was driving that same exact T-Bird in 
1969, towing an enclosed car trailer with one of his Lotus race cars 
inside, plus all the tools, spares and equipment needed to set up a 
privateer pit at Road Atlanta in Georgia.  Bob was a member of a 
rather exclusive organization of active Sports Car Club of America 
racers over 50 years of age. 

    It was after dark, and he was pushing to make 
Atlanta the next day.  He was on the downhill side 
of the Rockies somewhere in Colorado when some 
idiot came up too fast behind him and passed in an 
unsafe manner.  That got Bob’s dander up, and he 
proceeded to show the idiot that, with the judicious 
application of the trailer brakes at the appropriate 
times, a skillful driver in a 1956 Thunderbird with 
trailer in tow could stay right on the rear bumper 
of an idiot no matter how hard he tried to get 
away.  Think about that and shake your head at 
the thought of the T-Bird sailing through the curves 
on the downhill side of the pass behind the dim 
headlights of the period, with that smile on his   
face that he would get when he told a story based 

on a particularly delicious memory.  Some 
of his ice-skating exploits would trigger that 
same smile.
       Bob was willing to pass on his skills to anyone, 
once he decided they were paying attention.  
I give him full credit for taking me under his 
wing and turning a journeyman production 
machinist into a Station Maintenance 
Machinist that could handle any job that 
came in the door, and later stepped into the 
Senior position along with him.  He was the 
Senior Senior, and I was the Junior Senior.  

The things he taught me I still use today, chiefly a respect for tools 
and a strong ethical stance that avoided short cuts and took full 
responsibility for the outcomes.  He will be sorely missed. 

 At the time of  printing, this is the most recent update for obtaining information for receiving 
your Covid-19 vaccination.
1.  Go to PhaseFinder and answer the questions at:  
                                          https://form.findyourphasewa.org/210118771253954
2.  The Washington State Department of  Health will send you a link to ascertain how and where 
you may receive your vaccination.

Covid-19 
Vaccination 

Update

Candidate Bios...continued from page 4
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Annual Christmas Party ~ Online!
Celebrated Wednesday       december 9th, 2020

Annual Christmas Party ~ Online!
Celebrated Wednesday       december 9th, 2020

A Merry Christmas
We All Enjoyed!

 We couldn’t gather for a celebratory luncheon in person, 
so we joined the throng on Zoom!  Ann Kelson shared 
the poem on page 7, and we shared our favorite holiday 
recipes with one another.  We were excited to see familiar 
faces and make some delightful new memories, online!

We hope to see you “in person” next year!

Photos courtesy: Cristina Sanabria
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Christmas Party
~ Anonymous

e

e

e
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Christmas Party
When summer emerged
The lockdown was lifted,
But away from caution,
Many folks drifted.

Now it’s December
And cases are spiking
Wave two has arrived
Much to our disliking.

Frontline workers,
Doctors and nurses
Try to save people
from riding run hearses.

T ’was the month of winter holidays,
And all through the town,
People wore masks,
That covered their frown.

The frown had begun
Way back in the spring,
When a global pandemic
Changed everything.

They call it corona
But unlike the beer,
It didn’t bring good times,
It didn’t bring cheer.

Contagious and deadly,
This virus spread fast,
Like a wildfire that starts
When fueled by gas.

Airplanes were grounded,
Travel was banned.
Borders were closed
Across air, sea, and land.

Winter holidays are not cancelled
Although we must cope 
If we lean on each other
I know there is hope.

It’s true that this year
Has had sadness a plenty,
We’ll never forget
The year 2020.

And just ‘round the corner
The holiday season,
But why be merry?
Is there even one reason?

To decorate the house
And put up the tree
When no one will see it,
No one but me.

But outside my window
The rain gently falls,
And I think to myself,
Let’s deck the halls!

So, I gather the ribbon
The garland and bows,
As I play those old carols,
My happiness grows.

As the world entered lockdown
To flatten the curve,
The economy halted,
And folks lost their verve.

From March to July
We rode the first wave,
People stayed home,
They tried to behave.

Walnut Drop Cookies
Submitted by: 

Bob Chandler & Edie Jorgensen

Ingredients:
 s 2 Eggs, well beaten
 s 2 cups Brown Sugar
 s 2 teaspoons Vanilla
 s 1 cup Flour
 s 1/2 teaspoon Baking Soda
 s 1/2 teaspoon Salt
 s 3 cups Walnuts, chopped

Instructions:
Beat eggs, sugar, and vanilla thoroughly. Blend in dry ingredients. Drop 
by teaspoonfuls onto greased cookie sheet two inches apart. Bake at 
350 degrees for 7 to 9 minutes, until brown. Remove immediately to 
waxpaper- lined rack. Makes 6 dozen cookies.

Note: 
For best results use an insulated, silver-colored, or just silver-colored 
cookie pan. Bake on mid-oven rack. It may be possible to use a smaller 
amount of walnuts, but don’t reduce too much.

Sample 
Recipe

/
Give it 
a go... 
Enjoy!
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DONATIONS TO ARSCE ARSCE Donation Application

 Since ARSCE operates on a limited budget, donations 
are always welcome and very much appreciated.  ARSCE is a 
501 (c)(3) organization.  Your donation will be tax deductible 
within the limits established by the Internal Revenue Service.
 Regular donations are noted in the “Golden Contributions” 
section of ARSCE News, listing the donor’s name and 
department retired from.  
 Donations in memory of someone are noted in the 
“Memorials” section of ARSCE News.  The name of the 
deceased person for whom the donation is made and the 
donor’s name and department retired from are listed.  If you 
would like the family of the deceased person notified of your 
donation, please include their name and address.  A letter will 
then be sent to them telling them of your memorial donation.
 Mail donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, WA                     
98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.      
You may also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on 
page 12 of each issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be 
made utilizing a luncheon reservation form.  If you have any 
questions, please call Victoria Troisi at 425-443-3799.  

Fill in form, clip and send donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, 
WA 98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.  You may 
also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on page 12 of each 
issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be made utilizing a luncheon 
reservation form. If you have any questions, call Victoria Troisi at         
425-443-3799. 

Please check appropriate box.
Golden Contribution o       Memorial o      

Donor’s Name _________________________________  
Dept. Retired from ______________________________ 

For Memorial Only:

In Memory of _________________________________    
Dept. Retired from _____________________________

To Notify Family Donation ~ Provide the following:

Family’s Name ________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________  
City ________________ State ____ Zip Code ________

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Memorials

In Memory
Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members

Valerie Heidi Mudra Bill Schrier, DOIT Larry Pratt                                                

Please note:  A number of members have asked why we no longer list the ages of retirees in our “In Memory” report.                                  
We have been advised that due to a new privacy policy for the City of Seattle, this information will no longer be available.

Dale A. Anderson*                       
Library                                                          
Retired: 03/1987                                             
Passed: 11/16/2020
Robert W. Bentler                    
Finance            
Passed: 11/20/2020
Jason Oliver Blake                          
SPU                               
Passed: 10/21/2020
Rose Cheledinas                       
Mayor’s Office                           
Passed: 11/17/2020
Bruce Dewater*                                
SCL                                       
Retired: 04/1989               
Passed: 12/16/2020
Carol Ann Dickinson                             
SCL                                      
Passed: 11/30/2020 
Mary Jean DiGrazia                         
Library                                  
Passed: 11/26/2020

David E. Edwards*                                     
SCL                                             
Retired: 04/1976                  
Passing date not known
Alcide Esclavon                   
Neighborhoods                        
Passed: 9/21/2020
Clara P. Ferrell*                                   
Library                                    
Retired: 04/1991                   
Passed: 10/13/2020
Virginia Gaynor                
Finance & Administration   
Passed: 11/16/2020
Robert M. Graham                           
Personnel                            
Passed: 10/25/2020
Robert Vance Hartzel        
Construction & Land Use    
Passed: 10/20/2020
Elaine Hayes                                              
KC Health                                   
Passed: 11/21/2020

Gerald T. Hendricks*                                  
SCL                                             
Retired: 03/1989                  
Passed: 11/13/2020
Judith M. Hennes*             
Human Services                 
Retired: 07/1997                   
Passed: 10/30/2020
Wilfred Holthaus                                                  
SCL                                                  
Passed: 6/6/2020
Donald J. Linde                                                  
SCL                                                  
Passed: 11/22/2020
Dwight D. Mizoguchi        
Human Services                  
Passed: 10/25/2020
Bonita Norris                                         
Muni Court                          
Passed: 12/6/2020
James L. Olson                                              
SPU                                       
Passed: 3/23/2020

Perry W. Peterson                                        
SPD                                       
Passed: 2/5/2020
Gerald Phillips                                    
Water                                    
Passed: 6/25/2020
Christine Saunders                              
Library                                   
Passed: 11/16/2020
Ruth Shipp-Dart*                                       
Library                                   
Retired: 04/1990                
Passed: 10/10/2020
Willard L. Shockey                                           
Fire                                        
Passed: 12/2/2020
John E. Sloane*                      
Metro Transit                       
Retired: 01/2004                                        
Passed: 11/16/2020
Franklin H. Smith                                                      
SPU                                       
Passed: 10/22/2020

In Celebration of Jim Mohundro In Memory of Valerie Nishimura In Memory of Harry Pratt               

Katherine Anderson, SPU           Jennifer Bagby, SPU           Diane Clausen, SPU           Glenn Scott Davis, OIRA            

Kris Effertz, SPU           August Drake Ericson, Parks & Human Services           Janice Gedlund, SDOT & SCL

Judy Hannigan, SCL           Martha Hobson, ITD           Marcia Iwasaki, Arts and Culture           John Kimble, Parks

Clifton Leatherwood, SCL           Steve Miscione, Parks           Charlie Spear, IT           Sonja Springer, SCL                                           

Gwen J.R. Tyson, Seattle IT           Francesca Wainwright, Library           Susan White, Contracting Services

x
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BOOK NOTES
By Lorry Garratt,

Library

Engineers’ Luncheon:  Seattle Engineering Department (and SDOT 
& SPU) retirees meet for lunch quarterly.  Call Barbara Graham @ 
206.356.8606; Harvey Knizek @ 206.526.1251; or Colleen Brown @ 
206.244.6489 for information. Please join us, hopefully beginning 
sometime in 2021!

City Light Line Crews & Friends Breakfast:  This group meets at 
Shay’s Restaurant, 15744 Aurora Ave. North, near 160th on the East 
side of Aurora, on the first Thursday of  the month at 8:00AM.  Call 
Bud Eickstadt at 206.362.8336 for information.

RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association) Lunches:                               
If you retired from City Light, you will be able to access the 
newsletter on our website: www.rclea.net.  If you wish to receive 
an email notice of our newest edition, send your email address to 
Anne Ducey at ducois@gmail.com.  For more information contact 
Tony Raimondi at tony14007@hotmail.com.

Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star 
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on the 
second Wednesday of each month.

Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End):  This group meets at Shari’s 
Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first Saturday of each month. 

City Light South End Crews and Friends:  This group will meet 
for breakfast at 9:00AM the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Denny’s located on First Ave. So. and So. 148th Street.  Call Jack 
Carlson at 206-790-5022 for information.

Transit Retirees (South End):  Meet at the Burien Elks Lodge at 
South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third Saturday of the 
month at 8:30AM for breakfast.  Contact Al Ramey at 206.243.8504.

METRO Retirees’ Lunch:  This group meets at 11:00AM the  second 
Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and Nov.  at the Crazy 
Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in Mountlake Terrace.  At 
11:00AM on the second Wednesday of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., 
and Dec.  The group meets at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at 
13500 Interurban Ave. So. in Tukwila.  For information call Lonnie 
Sewell at 206.915.1415.

Another Retired Transit Group:  This group meets the 1st Saturday 
of the month at the Family Pancake House located at 238th & 
Aurora at 7:30AM.  

Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD.  This group meets at 
11:30AM the first Monday of the month at the Feast Buffet, 485 
Renton Center Way SW, Renton, WA.

Engineering Retirees’ Lunch:  Engineering Dept. Field Personnel 
Retirees meet the 1st Wednesday of the month, 10:00AM at Shay’s 
Restaurant at N. 160th St. & Aurora Ave. N. in Shoreline, WA.  Contact 
Roy Galloway at 206.362.3937 for further information.

Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at the 125th Street Grill located at 12255 Aurora Ave. 
North.  We meet at 11:30AM for lunch.    

Please check with your group before attending. 
Many organizations are staying home due to Covid-19.Fellowship All Over Town

Contact Ms. Garratt at booknotes@arsce.org

THE ORDER. By Daniel Silva ~ 2020
   Legendary spy Gabriel Allon is hoping 
for a vacation with his wife and young 
twins in Venice when he learns that an 
old friend has died.  As it happens, it is 
Pope Paul VII and Gabriel is notified by 
Donati, also his longtime friend and 
the Pope’s personal secretary who has 
reason to believe that it is not a natural 
death but murder.  The most likely 
culprits are a far-right group called 
The Order, spread throughout Europe 
and growing in numbers, who fear that 
the Pope has discovered a lost Gospel 
that sheds new light on Christian                 
anti-Semitism.

THE DARK ANGEL. By Elly Griffiths ~ 2018
 The tiny Italian hilltop town is picturesque and serene, so when 
forensic archaeologist Ruth Galloway is contacted by a colleague      
to come and help identify a Roman age skeleton she accepts 
eagerly, thinking it a working vacation where she can take along 
her young daughter.  The serenity does not last.  There is an 
earthquake, a popular elderly priest is murdered, and a dark aura 
from past times is pervasive which Ruth senses is a threat to both 
her and her daughter.
HAMNET. By Maggie O’Farrell ~ 2020
 One ordinary afternoon in 1596, 11-year-old Hamnet’s twin sister 
Judith is suddenly taken ill as the Black Death stalks Stratford’s 
lanes.  Hamnet’s father is away in London and his mother, skilled 
with healing herbs, and possessing a second sight, recognizes that 
she will lose one of her children.  Yet she is shocked when it is not 
Judith who dies but Hamnet and his father, in grief she keeps his 
name alive by calling a character in a play Hamlet.
KRAKATOA. By Simon Winchester ~ 2003 (Non-fiction)
 In 1883, one of the deadliest eruptions in modern history 
annihilated the volcanic island of Krakatoa.  Its effects were felt 
around the world for years in climate changes and plummeting 
temperatures.  The sound of the island’s destruction was heard 
thousands of miles away.  40,000 people died and the intense 

tsunami that followed triggered one of the first outbreaks of Islamic 
killings against westerners in anti-western militancy.
THE FLIGHT ATTENDANT. By Chris Bohjalian ~ 2018
 Cassandra Bowden is a flight attendant and a binge drinker who 
often has blackouts when she has time off on overseas flights.  Still, 
she can control the hangovers in time enough to perform well on the 
next flight, but the morning she wakes up in Dubai with a pounding 
headache and no memory of the night before and she also does 
not know who the man is lying next to her, covered with blood and 
almost decapitated.
LONG RANGE. By C.J. Box ~ 2020
 Wyoming Game Warden Joe Pickett 
comes to the aid of his friend Nate 
Romanowski who is a professional falconer 
when he hears that a Mexican drug cartel 
has hired an assassin to avenge Nate’s 
success in breaking up a section of the 
cartel.  Meanwhile someone in Joe’s area 
takes a long range shot at an unpopular 
judge but hits his wife instead and the 
incompetent new sheriff is convinced 
that Nate is the shooter.
DRAGONFLY. By Leila Meacham ~ 2019
 In 1942, a group of talented, idealistic young Americans are 
recruited to become spies in occupied Paris.  The group is called 
Dragonfly.  They each have their own code names and their living 
quarters are unknown to each other.  In their assignments, they are 
embedded with top level Nazis.  Fast moving, intelligent, and rich in 
the details of actual events.
HID FROM OUR EYES. By Julia Spencer-Fleming ~ 2020
 The latest in a series that feature the police chief of a small 
town in northern N.Y. state and eventually his wife, the attractive 
Episcopal priest who has left a military career as a helicopter pilot.  
In this mystery, the chief is involved in a 20-year-old murder which, 
at first, tagged him as the guilty one.  Absolved of that, he is stunned 
when 20 years later two more deaths occur which perfectly duplicate 
the earlier homicide.



Application on page 12.

Join ARSCE today 
as a Retiree, Beneficiary, or Active Employee                                                
looking forward to a future City retirement.
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By Joe Matthias

Duffer’s Corner

I Am Clam, or Clam I Am

 I began writing on historical buildings in Seattle, which I would 
dearly love to go back to.  The problem is most of my research has 
been via the internet, and that only goes so far when needing data 
on lesser-known historical places.  I really need to get into a library, 
which is impossible at this time.   Soon, though.
 Sooooooo!! 

   
 Sometime after the Denny party aban-
doned the meager settlement on Alki Point 
for a more permanent home near what is 
now the Pioneer Square district of Seattle, 
the land, then owned by one Doc Maynard, 
passed on to a Norwegian immigrant who 
purchased it after immigrating by jumping 
ship.  He later married, birthing a daughter, 
Daisy, who eventually married a gentleman 
named John Haglund.  They, in turn, produced 
a son, Ivar, who would grow up to become one 
of the most beloved Seattle icons of all time.  
 Young Ivar grew up on Alki Point, living 
with his father, his uncle and other family 
and friends, his mother having passed when 
he was three.  Contrary to popular belief, 
the family was not poor, though also not 
considered wealthy, living off what they could 
grow and sell, and from several rentals they 
had coming in from around their property.  
His uncle, a genius at entertaining himself, 
taught Ivar to play the guitar and how to tell 
a story, beginning at an early age.  In reality, 
Ivar became quite good at both and was soon 
entertaining in and around Seattle.  
 Although music and telling tales had 
turned into his bread and butter, he knew 
somehow, he was destined to something 
else, something that would force his two 
great attributes into a supporting role.  
Noting that most of his entertaining was in 
eating establishments, he soon found himself 
anxious to try entrepreneurship himself.  In 
1938, with the help of Roy Buckley, a friend  
from West Seattle, he opened an aquarium 
with just the local saltwater denizens, and an 
accompanying fish and chips outlet across 
the street from Pier 54.  Unfortunately, Steve’s Restaurant, on the 
wharf, complained of lost business and forced him to close.  He 
moved the location, but didn’t forget the incident.
 In 1946 Ivar was doing well, having shed his partner, and was 
ready to move the stakes.  He took up a lease on Pier 54, which 
was now available due to Steve’s having to close its doors.  The 
restaurant was known as “Ivar’s Acres of Clams,” was decorated 
with seafaring equipment including netting, net floats, oars, and 
so much more, and enjoyed almost instant success.  He closed 
his aquarium in 1956, returning all his resident friends back to the 
waters of Puget Sound.  It took nearly twenty years, but in 1964 
Ivar bought Pier 54.  By the mid 1960s Ivar had three successes 
to his name.  His flagship restaurant, “Acres of Clams,” on the 
waterfront; “Ivar’s Captain’s Table” in Interbay between Queen 
Anne Hill and Magnolia Bluff; and “Broadway Ivar’s.”  Those last 
two have since faded into history.  Not yet finished though, he 
opened “Ivar’s Salmon House” near the University of Washington, 
and “Ivar’s Mukilteo Landing,” all still highly successful enterprises.  
Sometime in that timeframe he began franchising, opening a 
number of Ivar’s Fish Bars.  Then as opportunity presented itself, he 

doubled down on that venture by purchasing all fourteen Arthur 
Treacher’s Fish & Chips outlets and converting them to his own.  
 Still not finished, in 1976, he purchased the historic Smith Tower, 
filling the Chinese Room Observatory with rare artifacts from Asia.  
He also flew from the top of it a sixteen-foot-long wind sock he 
called the “Rainbow Salmon.”  The city tried to get him to remove it 
on a code violation, but failed, his popularity playing a big part in 
that success.  
 In 1983, as a joke, he ran for Seattle Port Commission.  When 
he won, though never campaigning and by 30,000 votes, he tried 
everything to get out of the job, but couldn’t.  Consequently, often 
he was late to meetings, but compensated by providing clam 
chowder when he finally arrived.  

 Ivar was known as a very outgoing, 
likeable person, easy to talk with, and always 
quick with a story or a joke.  His penchant for 
pulling antics and hijinks was well known.  A 
few that come to mind: when a train derailed 
across from his Acres of Clams restaurant 
spilling hundreds of gallons of maple 
syrup onto the tracks and into the street, 
he dashed from his restaurant, a plate of 
pancakes in hand, and began scooping 
syrup onto his plate.  The story made front 
page headlines.  
 When Senator Smith of Maine 
suggested a U.S. stamp commemorating 
Maine’s sardines, Ivar petitioned then 
Senators Henry Jackson and Warren 
Magnuson to create a clam stamp, even 
going so far as to send a prototype.  He also 
sent a goodly serving of clams and chips to 
Magnuson’s office, which made the front 
pages as they entertained Senator Smith 
with their bounty.
 In addition, he hosted many iconic 
Seattle events, such as the Freestyle 
Amateur Clam Eating Contest Association, 
which ran a clam eating competition for 
many years that drew contestants from 
across the country.  And, of course, the 
annual Fourth of July fireworks display which 
he hosted until his death.  His employees, 
who bought into the company after he was 
gone, have continued this tradition since.   
 Quick with a pun or a comeback, 
he coined such phrases as Clam Culture, 
the Order of the Clam Medallion, and his 
signature phrase—Keep Clam.  
 As previously mentioned, Ivar was first 
and foremost an entertainer, and that was 
something he never gave up.  With a fine 
tenor voice very similar to Burl Ives, he joked 
and sang his way onto the set of Captain 
Puget, a children’s show, where he played 
the role of the singing First Mate Salty.  In 
the 1940s he and his wife played host to folk 
singers Pete Seeger and Woody Guthrie, 
who actually stayed at their residence.  

 Ivar Haglund left this world on January 30, 1985, while getting out 
of bed.  Two months later Seattle celebrated his eightieth birthday 
anyway, a way to say goodbye to an outstanding  individual who 
gave as much back to Seattle as he ever got out of it.  In his last 
interview he was asked what he was looking forward to in the future.  
His answer: just a few more Fourth of July’s please.  He only got one. 
 There is so much more to this man then what little I have here.  
So much humor, so much that he did, so much!  It would make 
good reading on a rainy day, not that we ever have many of those.  
I for one would really enjoy that book.
 In the meantime--- Keep Clam and prosper.
Duffer (getting my shot) out.

 There once was a fellow named Ivar
 Who sang as he played on his guitar
 Then cooked clams on the side, which  
   he peddled with pride
 Which established the man as a star.
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By Joyce Dickhaut

A Life Well-Lived

The Great Depression

Find Ms. Dickhaut at joyce4ever@comcast.net

 I grew up as a small child during the Great Depression, 
a period of time depicted in black and white photos where 
everything seemed dusty and colorless.  Dorothea Lange, a noted 
photographer was hired by FDR’s New Deal to illustrate the plight 
of migrants and laborers and the conditions they worked and lived 
in, and to convey their despair to America.  Her work appeared in 
Life magazine and is classic in its depiction of these devastating 
times.  The image Migrant Mother went on to become the public 
face of the Dust Bowl migrants.  It appeared on U.S. postage 
stamps and inspired John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath.
 

In recent memory the depressions of 1987 and 2008 pale in 
comparison to what has been happening in 2020.  We have been 
experiencing an economic downturn not seen for decades.  But 
all of these depressions, or perhaps more accurately recessions, 
cannot compare to the Great Depression of the 1930s.  Workers 
who had to rely on “relief” were sometimes held in contempt, yet 
any kinds of jobs were in short supply, especially for those who had 
been farmers working their own land.  It is hard to imagine what 
it was like back then before so many of the New Deal safety nets 
were created for this time such as Social Security, Unemployment 
Insurance, and the WPA (Works Progress Administration).
 My late husband Merle’s family were part of the great 
migration resulting from the Depression, having sold their farm 
and its equipment at an auction for pennies on the dollar.  Their 
plan was to move from South Dakota to Oregon where they had 
family working in the lumber mills.  On the way to Oregon, Merle’s 
dad was lucky enough to pick up a construction job building the 
Fort Peck Dam in Montana.  The dam was built to not only provide 
electricity to formerly unpopulated areas and make the prairies 
bloom, but also to provide jobs for those experiencing crushing 
unemployment and hardships.  It was a major project of the New 
Deal’s WPA.  Construction of Fort Peck Dam started in 1933, and at 
its peak in July 1936 employed 10,546 workers.  My husband’s little 
family stayed there in government provided housing until his Dad 
earned enough money to finance the rest of the trip to Oregon. 
 My grandparents and my divorced mother followed their own 
westward migration from Chicago to the west coast during the 
thirties to settle in Los Angeles where other family members had 
moved previously.  
 One of my favorite authors, Ivan Doig, has written many books 
set in Montana during these years.  In fact, the most recent Doig 
book I have read is about a boy narrating the story of his father 
who worked on the Fort Peck Dam.  The theme of so many of Doig’s 
books is about a child growing up with a single parent; a situation 
that mirrored my own experience during those years. 

 Recently, while organizing photos of our childhoods, I found 
two similar photos of young children on the road.  One was of my 
husband with his little sister.  The other was of myself.  He and I had 
been born six months apart, he in South Dakota and I in Chicago, 
both of us children of the Depression.  He was on the way to Oregon.  
I was on the way to L.A.  Each picture shows us posed in front of old 
cars traveling to what was hoped to be better times. 
 My divorced mother married the man who became my adopted 
dad and we moved to Seattle, his hometown. The only work he knew 
was working for his father who had a struggling manufacturing 
business.  His salary was $39 a week.  That was not enough to 
support our family of three, so he also worked on the weekends for 
Washington Motor Coach driving bus to and from Ellensburg and 
Yakima.  We had many meatless meals and almost never dessert of 
any kind. I longed for a taste of the cakes or pies seen gracing the 
windows of bakeries, but that was a luxury we couldn’t afford, and 
so we made do with soda crackers with jelly as a dessert.  Ice cream 

at home was unthinkable as nobody had refrigerators with freezer 
compartments.  The sweet cold treat was purchased as a special 
occasion when we heard the Good Humor Man driving his white 
truck around the streets tinkling songs from a loudspeaker.  When 
parents indulged their kids with a Good Humor Bar for a nickel, we 
always looked at the stick before chucking it because if you were 
lucky, you might get a stick marked “free” which entitled you to a 
free ice cream bar! 
 We did not have a car and used the bus system to get around.  
The tiny grocery across the street from our apartment, in those days 
before credit cards, carried accounts for regular customers and my 
mother would send me across the street for a loaf of    bread (five 
cents for a small loaf, ten cents for large) or a head of lettuce.  In 
my naivete, I didn’t realize that when you told the clerk to put the 
purchases on account that it ended up costing actual money.  I 
went in a couple of times on my way to or from school and bought 
Hostess cupcakes or Twinkies for a nickel and when my mother got 
the bill, I learned that was NEVER to happen again. 
 These brief anecdotes cannot convey the misery that was 
the Great Depression.  I am happy to say that Roosevelt, against       
huge political opposition, initiated many new programs to create 
jobs and rescue the populations who were suffering.  They wanted 
to work and make a living but had been beaten down.  During 
these current times, I detect some of the same mentality and 
discouragement.  I am writing this in November of “the year we want 
to forget, 2020.”  You will be reading this in 2021, perhaps a start of 
a new era–or perhaps not–but know that nothing ever stays the 
same.  We recovered from the Great Depression and we will recover 
from these times as well.

  

Merle and Little Sister                                                         “Migrant Mother”                                                                        Joyce
                                                                               Photo Courtesy: Library of Congress     

Wednesday ~      
March 17th, 2021
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Note:  Calendar is subject to change by Board approval.

Active & Retired Employees t You’re Invited to Attend the               
ARSCE Board Meetings.  Please Feel Free to Join Us!

Application for Membership:
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees 

Name____________________________________Tel. No.______________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City _________________________________ State ________ Zip_______________

Date Retired _________________ From Dept. _____________________________

Email Address:  ________________________________________________________

 Your dues will be deducted from the check you receive in 
July.  Please fill out the following section for the Retirement 
Office; include it with the rest of this completed application 
and mail it to ARSCE.

Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization

To:  The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’ 
Retirement System:
 The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle 
Employees’ Retirement System to deduct from my retirement, 
beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly 
established from time to time by the Association of Retired 
Seattle City Employees (ARSCE).  Until further written notice 
by me to The Retirement System Office, such deduction shall 
be made annually from my July allowance and shall be paid to 
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, 
Seattle, WA 98175-0385.

Name (Please Print)                         Department          

Signature     Date

Address

City                                                           State            Zip Code

Mail to:  Association of Retired Seattle City Employees 
   P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385                                          

2021 MEETING AND PUBLICATION DATES

Wed. Mar.  10 ARSCE Spring Luncheon -   
        (Cancelled due to Covid)                                
Wed. Mar. 10 Ballots Due in PO Box        
Fri. Mar. 12 Count Ballots
Wed. Apr. 14 ARSCE Executive Board Meeting / Elect Officers  
Fri. Apr. 16 Mail ARSCE News (May/June Issue)
Tues. May 11 News Deadline (July/Aug. Issue)                                 
Wed. May 12 ARSCE Executive Board Meeting

Annual Dues: $15.00 (7/1-6/30)

~ARSCE~

Guest Columnist
By Melody Mociulski                                        

My Eye’s Lens
 When Washington State mandated a lockdown in March, 2020, 
I decided to actively take photos on Bainbridge Island during walks 
and bike rides.  It provided me with a ‘mission’ and a reason to be 
outside amidst nature.  I challenged myself to post two photos to 
Facebook every day for 50 days—no text, no context, just photos.  I 
captured whatever caught my eye while out and about.  Light and 
angles always attract me.  This mission gave me a purpose during 
the beginning phase of the pandemic.
 Now ten months later, who would have ever imagined that 
Covid would still be ruling our lives?  In the midst of these dark 
days of winter, still isolating, still fearing infection, my dear sister 
suggested to me that I challenge myself once again.  This time, 
the challenge is to share my photos and describe the stories I 
envisioned when taking the pictures.  This was the beginning of 
my in-progress book, My Eye’s Lens.  The associated benefit for me 
is activation of my brain and creativity that has somewhat fallen 
asleep during 2020’s slow pace.
 My Eye’s Lens represents one voice, one spring, one island, 
and one eye’s view.  2020 was a year of unprecedented pain, loss, 
death, fear, and anger.  The pandemic has taken a toll on everyone 
in the world.  I hope that My Eye’s Lens will be a reminder that even 
in the midst of a horrific, life-altering pandemic, there is a bounty 
of beauty and wonder all around us to bring joy to our hearts and 
hope to our souls.  “Quiet” is one of my stories in the book.

 Remembering the quiet streets of Covid 2020 
lockdown brings me a smile and fond memories.  
Bike rides without traffic were so much safer.  I could 
hear the happy chatter of birds everywhere.  Waters 
surrounding our island were cleaner.  Air smelled 
fresh all the time.  Smiles from strangers were more 
prevalent.  Sleep patterns improved.  In hindsight, 
even with the Covid adjustments and fears, it was 
an exquisite time in this journey.
 Why does quiet feel comforting?  Those who have 
studied this theory believe that precious moments of 
quiet still our minds.  In today’s fast paced world, my 
mind rarely slows down, especially with electronics 
and social media.  When I consciously find quiet 
time, especially during meditation, I feel rejuvenated 
and more in touch with what truly matters in my life. 

QUIET

Learn to be quiet enough to hear the genuine 
within yourself so that you can hear it in others.

-- Marian Wright Edelman

Melody ~ Retired 2004, Purchasing Director, Department of Executive Services


