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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Mike Nagan

W

When I last wrote, we appeared to be on the brink of freedom from this pandemic.
Alas, that was short-lived as we are under siege from the Delta variant at the time of
this writing. Many of us are experiencing breakthrough occurrences among friends
and family. And many events are, once again, cancelled or curtailed. ARSCE is not
exempt from this return to masks, and distancing, and deferred events. We were
looking forward to restarting our luncheons with the December Christmas Luncheon.
However, the Board has reluctantly concluded that we will cancel it, maybe to schedule
a special event in 2022. Dang it.

!

As we head into the holiday season and the subsequent winter doldrums, we
Saturday ~ December 25th, 2021
are lucky to live in the Pacific Northwest with its abundance of year-round outdoor
activities. We ski, we run, we walk, we hike, we bicycle, and we go clamming under just
about any conditions. When we experience really lousy weather – the PNW is a national leader in reading. If you need book suggestions, you
can find good recommendations from Lorry Garratt’s column “Book Notes” in this ARSCE News. Another wonderful way to enjoy the day is to
call old friends and family members with whom we have been out of touch. This can be extremely rewarding.
Your ARSCE Board has been busy. Members of our Communications and Membership Committee are attending the Seattle City
Employees’ Retirement System (SCERS) Board meetings and reporting on them for you. Board meetings are open for online attendance.
If you are interested, check the SCERS webpage at seattle.gov – the Board meeting section will have the information for hooking up to the
proceedings. I have attended a couple of meetings this way and I have been impressed with the discussions and presentations. There are
ongoing discussions of the so-called “divestment” issue, which I have learned is a lot more than just divestment. Our talented editor, Lee
Sattler, has been including reports on the meetings in each ARSCE News. (Go to arsce.org and click on “ARSCE News” at the top of the page.
Then, click on “Current issue: September/October 2021” to see the previous SCERS meeting report on page 1.)

Another major project from the Board has been revision of the ARSCE Bylaws. The revised version, the result of many hours of work, was
published in the last ARSCE News edition (September/October 2021) in hopes of bringing it to the December luncheon for membership
approval. With the cancellation of that luncheon, the approval will have to wait since it requires action at a membership meeting.
As we head into this 2021 Holiday Season, the Board members and I wish you the best, hoping that you and yours are healthy and happy,
and that your grandest plans for the New Year become a reality.
Mike

Contact Mr. Nagan at president@arsce.org

YOUR PENSION NEWS

SCERS Meeting: August 12, 2021
Reported by Mike Nagan

I attended today’s SCERS Board meeting, as
did John Masterjohn. Overall, I was impressed with
the quality of the discussions. I think our retired
members would benefit, as would the Board, from
attending these meetings. It is quite easy, at least
while they are online.

Reports submitted by
Mike Nagan & Melina Thung
ARSCE Contributing Members

From Your SCERS Board
Seattle City Employees’
Retirement System

Board Chair Teresa Mosqueda was not present.
Bob Harvey presided in her absence.
The major discussion at the meeting was
a recommendation to the City Council on the
employer contribution rate for 2022. This needs to
be incorporated into the City budget process. The
Board approved a motion to recommend that the
rate continue at 16.10%. The only opposing vote
was from Glenn Lee, City Finance Director. He did
not propose an amendment to the motion.

Board of Administration
Virtual Meeting
August 12, 2021 and
September 9, 2021

During the discussion, it was pointed out that the SCERS fund
was at 71.6% of full funding at the end of 2020.
The general
standard for a healthy fund is 80% according to the discussion.

SCERS Meeting: September 9, 2021
Reported by Melina Thung

SCERS’ ESG Quarterly Report

SCERS provided a quarterly update on its
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)
activities. Their Positive Action Strategy is
composed of three pillars: shareholder advocacy,
sustainability investments, and integrating
climate risk into the investment process. In terms
of shareholder advocacy, SCERS encourages
publicly held companies, such as fossil fuel
companies, to take actions that help mitigate
climate change. For example, in 2021 SCERS
joined the Coalition United for a Responsible
Exxon (CURE) which, along with other dissident
shareholders, nominated three candidates to the
board who were subsequently elected.

The current focus of the sustainability pillar is to commit
additional capital to SCERS’ infrastructure asset class to achieve
its target weight (4%) by investing in diversified managers who
have experience in the renewable energy sector. The goal of
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SCERS Meeting: August 12, 2021...cont’d from page 1
At projected rates of contribution and investment return the fund
will reach 100% in 2042.
In 2022, the Board will have an Experience Study, a review done
every 4 years. This may lead to changes in proposed contribution
rates, projected date of full funding, etc. [This review will be of major
interest to ARSCE.]

Staff presented a briefing on the SCERS 2020 Annual Report.
In a change from prior years, the format is very user-friendly, with
information presented in charts and graphs. The Board accepted
the Report.

Thursday
November 25th, 2021

SCERS Meeting: September 9, 2021...cont’d from page 1
the third pillar is to consider climate change as a risk alongside
macroeconomic, geopolitical, and other risks when making
investment decisions.
City of Pittsburgh’s ESG Program

Grant Ervin, Chief Resilient Officer for the City of Pittsburgh,
shared the City’s experiences in integrating resiliency into decisionmaking and policies, including in the City’s pension system. When
the City began divesting from fossil fuels in 2014-2015 as a means
of integrating environmental policy into its investment decisions,
it was faced with broad resistance. In 2016-2017, the City’s Climate
Action Plan included a divestment target, and the City made a
concerted effort to better understand the opposition to divestment.
They created a Pension Divestment Delivery Team and addressed
the issue in a collaborative manner with partners and stakeholders.
Their efforts were successful and ultimately the City developed a
divestment policy that was crafted by City employees and Pension
Board members.
Mr. Ervin shared several lessons learned, including:

• The Team spent time evaluating the pension portfolio and
determined that its ESG exposure was less than 10%. This validated
that the City was doing a good job with its portfolio.

• The Team shifted its divestment message from being driven
purely for environmental benefits to more of fiduciary responsibility
and risk management. That is, since the fossil fuel industry is facing
increasing challenges and performing poorly, divestment will
improve return on investment.

• In addition to moving away from certain industries, the City
moved towards targeted industries, such as in renewable energy.
Executive Director’s Report

SCERS’ Executive Director Jeff Davis reported that the number of
employees reaching out to SCERS about retirement has significantly
increased, in large part because of the vaccine mandate. The
increase in upcoming retirements will not affect the stability of
the pension fund, but will impact SCERS’ staff’s ability to deliver
their services.
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Statement of Ownership
And Management

YOUR PENSION NEWS
Lou Walter, Retired Employee,
Member: Seattle City Employees’
Retirement System

Latest Update from Terry Walter:
Lou is back in the hospital. He had a bad infection
in his right knee, and he has had surgery to clean it
out, and, yet again, more surgery the following day.

The doctors are optimistic that they got
everything, but he is on oral antibiotics for the time
being. We don’t know what infection it was; it will
take a few days for the culture to grow. Needless to
say, we are hoping it is not Mersa (super bug infection
- Methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus) again.
He is in good spirits.
Hang in there, Lou...we’re pulling for you!
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policy of ARSCE.
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Ramblin’ Roads

young man who made the mistake of picking me, then
I had to go rescue my wife from her young beggar.

By Alan Brittenham

In the evening, if you were seated near the edge of
a roped-off outside dining area attached to a bistro,
it was not unusual to be approached by one or two
elderly Roma women asking for funds. The waiters
would run them off quickly.

The Beggars of Toulon
The following observations stem from a trip
my wife and I took to Europe a few years back. My
brother-in-law, the college history professor, had
been hired to teach American History in English to
a summer class of students in Hyeres on the French
Riviera for a month, pre-pandemic, and we were
quick to jump at the chance to join them in the
600-year-old house they rented in Old Town. It was a
fascinating opportunity to experience old European
culture from the inside and prompted the story that
you read here.

But in the South of France, along the Riviera, the
beggars become different again. We rode the TGV
fast rail down from Paris to Marseille, then switched
to a local train for the last leg to Toulon, and from
there to Hyeres Les Palmiers, where we were based on
this trip. The name refers to the Casino that was the
center of town, but we were up the hill in the old town.

On the train ride east from Marseille, we shared a
compartment with a group of young people, who were
all laughing and talking like any other similar group
on a vacation junket. The funny thing was, they were
beggars, a fact that was revealed a couple of days
later when we came back to Toulon for an evening
of touring and bistro hopping with my sister and her
family. As we walked through town, I saw that exact
same group of young people sitting on the sidewalk in
a busy intersection, but the difference was night and
day. On the train, they were laughing, joking around,
and having fun. Here they sat in a disconsolate sprawl
up against a building, their eyes downcast and their
faces sad and quiet. Their earrings had disappeared
along with their other jewelry. Now they appeared
to be the picture of poverty as the people passing by
dropped an occasional coin or bill in their bowls. It’s
a living, I guess.

Beggars in Europe are different from beggars in
America. It’s almost as though the Art of Begging
is considered an honored profession over there,
while here it is considered evidence of depravity or
personal failings. There, typically, the beggars sit
quietly on the ground with their hands out, saying
nothing. Their targets are the pedestrians walking
by. Here, they will be standing at intersections with
hand-lettered cardboard signs, seeking funds that
are handed out of the window of a vehicle.
Even across Europe, there are differences
between the various types of beggars. Coming up
out of the underpass after departing the Eiffel Tower,
we were confronted by a toothless old woman sitting
on the upper step of the exit. The crowd comes in
spurts as the giant elevators disgorge their streams
of tourists, and, when we came around that last
corner, she went into a practiced routine where she
rubbed her ample belly and cried out loudly, “J’ai
faim! J’ai faim!” meaning, “I’m hungry!”

Of course, those experiences on that trip to Europe
are separated from these days by more than a few
years, and world events have, no doubt, changed the
makeup of beggars all over the world as desperate
people migrate from their homes in search of peace
and security. One thing does seem to remain
consistent, though. The people all over the world who
are living in the streets, where every day is a scramble
to survive, and satisfaction is only to be found in a
needle or a bottle, those are the ones who are on
the bottom rung of the ladder of life. When times
get tough, there are more of them, and when things
improve, they become less visible.

Later, as we crossed the large open lawn of the
Champs De Mars, we were accosted by one of several
young Roma women who wordlessly handed us a
note, written in English, explaining that they were
lost and in desperate need of funds and could we
help them? I noticed as I sent them away that there
was always a young man in the vicinity, apparently
wandering aimlessly.

They are still there, though, and until we find a way
to bring up all of them out of the gutter, everywhere
in the world, we will never be able to relax completely.
There is no wall we could ever build that would
keep them out if things got so bad as we thought
they might. And if it ever got to that point, it would be
too late. We would most probably join them, those of
us who survived.

When we went to the Sacre Coeur in Montmartre,
as we got off the subway, we were accosted by young
men from North Africa who would take us by the
hand and quickly braid a leather tie around our wrists
in hopes of getting 10 Euros out of us afterwards.
The technique was to ignore our protestations and
assume we would not punch them, which seemed
to work, mostly. I had to speak rather sternly to the

You can reach Mr. Brittenham @ abrittenham1@comcast.net

Send ARSCE Your News, Short Stories & Poems
Mail your information to:
ARSCE P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385
Or, email your news & information to:
arscenews@arsce.org

Here’s where you’ll find the
latest news from ARSCE.
Look us up!

(All submittals become the property of ARSCE.)

NEXT NEWS DEADLINE:
November 9th, 2021

When you visit www.facebook.com simply type in:
ARSCE-Active and Retired Seattle City Employees Group

TUESDAY ~ NOVEMBER 2nd, 2021
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A Life Well-Lived
By Joyce Dickhaut

There’s No Place Like Home
I don’t know about you, but it’s funny how I can remember
the address of each place I have ever lived in my lifetime, both in
childhood and adult years. I don’t remember much of my life before
I was four years old. That was a definite milestone when my family
moved from Chicago, where I was
born, to Los Angeles in the westward
migration that took place during
the Great Depression. In L.A. we, my
grandparents and my single mom and
I, lived in a fourplex at 1939 Talmadge
Avenue. When I was almost nine and
Mommy married my new Daddy, my
mom and I moved to Seattle. From
that time until I married at nineteen
my dad, my mom and I, and later my
little sister lived in three special homes.
Our first residence was an
apartment building, actually a group
of three fourplexes, still standing, at
103 Thirtieth Avenue at Yesler Way.
I recently had occasion to visit the
Leschi area near that address. As I
drove by our old building, it appeared
that not a year had passed since we
moved out when I was twelve. The
neighborhood went downhill for a
time, but now seems to be in the
process of gentrification and has
become desirable, being near Lake
Washington as well as the downtown
area. It’s still a nice residential area
more than 75 years after I lived there.

My family’s next home was a small
house at 3460 39th Ave. SW in West
Seattle. My parents paid $5,000 for a
darling, tiny two-bedroom bungalow.
My dad built another small bedroom
in the basement, but the house only
had one bathroom on the main floor.
Our family consisted of Mommy and
Daddy, my baby sister, myself, and two
young women, Del and Elsie, who were
Coast Guard Spars (women’s auxiliary
of the Coast Guard, during the War).
My dad jokingly complained, “Even
the dog is a female.” We were really
cramped but, in those days, nobody
thought anything of it; housing was
scarce during wartime and many
families shared their homes with
military personnel.

My husband and I, with a little help from our parents, were
able to scrape together a down payment for 10310 15th NE, near
Northgate. It was a fairly roomy house with a huge backyard and
lots and lots of grass which demanded most of my husband’s
weekends each summer. We paid $17,000, but the internet says it is
now worth $738,000. Wow! After about nine years, the place with its
one bathroom for our enlarged family of five and the busy arterial
of 15th Ave. NE, which had claimed the life of our family dog, seemed
to tell us it was time for a move. We felt lucky to sell our house for
what we paid for it plus what we invested putting in a new heating
system and adding a large deck. We felt we had free housing for
the years we lived there and never dreamed of making a profit.

3460 39th Avenue SW

4815 Lake Washington Blvd. So.

My kids had been taking
swimming lessons at a nearby
swim school and participated in
swim meets at other pools in the
area. Of course, I always attended
to cheer them on. At one meet,
they competed at the Wedgwood
Swimming Pool located right above
Waldo Dahl Field on 25th Ave. NE. I
saw a large house on a cul de sac
overlooking the pool as well as
the huge playfield. I thought the
occupants of that house were really
lucky to live almost right on top of
the field and the pool, especially if
they had kids.
We had been house hunting
for months and had not found
a single house that could fit our
needs. Our house on 15th NE had
been sold and we were desperate.
We had nowhere to move and were
faced with temporarily moving into
an apartment. One agent told us
he had a house that did not fit our
requirements because it did not
have a family room, which was a
must for us, but we might want to
see it. The agent drove us up to
the very house that I had coveted
above the Wedgwood pool. The
brand new house had been on the
market for almost a year and was
unoccupied. I have no idea why
it had not been sold. We loved it
and decided we could improvise
a family room out of the dining
room and we were able to move in
almost immediately. That house,
2806 NE 77th St., for which we paid
$30,500, was our family home for
45 years. It was the scene of three
family weddings and innumerable
holidays and parties.
That is
where my kids grew up, I shed one
husband and acquired another,
my beloved second husband, and
40 years later mourned his death
there. I could not continue to live
there because it had been the
scene of so much happiness and
the reminders and memories of all
that were too painful.

The War ended, business was
booming, and we were able to move
to a slightly larger house at 4815 Lake
2044 Yale Avenue
Washington Blvd. So. for which my
parents paid $13,000. This house had
four bedrooms, but only one full bathroom and a tiny half bath
So, after 45 years I started house hunting again to find a place
upstairs. The girls’ Coast Guard duty ended and they went back to
where I would live alone, for the first time in my life. I expected to
their respective homes in Kansas and New Orleans. That house is
have a long search and gave myself a few months to look around
still there and last time I went by, it looked exactly the same, but a
the market on the Eastside where most of my friends lived. As
real estate website says it’s worth $1.1 million today. Shocking!
luck would have it, the second time I went house hunting with my
My first home after I was married was an apartment, 2044 Yale
agent he took me to the perfect place and location. Coincidently, I
Ave., one block off Eastlake. Still standing, it is a classic old brick
moved on the first anniversary of my husband’s death. I have lived
building with features I hated but are highly prized now: hardwood
here in Bellevue at 14302 NE 2nd Place, since March 2010 and love
floors when wall-to-wall carpeting was in vogue, beautiful leaded
it. It is a one-level townhouse with three bedrooms (two of which
glass windows when I longed for “modern” large plate glass picture
are used as office and TV den) and three baths and an upstairs
windows, and a magnificent view of Lake Union, which didn’t
“bonus room” which also serves as a guest room. It is large enough
impress me because I had lived on Lake Washington Blvd. I visited
for houseguests to stay and small enough to feel cozy and just the
there recently and the building is prettier than I remembered but
right size for me. I hope to live here for the rest of my life. As Dorothy
the view is gone, blocked by a tall building across the street. We
said after her adventures in Oz, “There’s no place like home.”
lived there for four years and had our first child there. But there was
no yard, I felt hemmed in and we needed more space.

Find Ms. Dickhaut at joyce4ever@comcast.net

ARSCE NEWS — November/December, 2021 — Page 5

Duffer’s Corner
By Joe Matthias

NAS Sand Point
North of the ship canal are the communities of Windemere,
Hawthorn Hills, View Ridge, and Inverness, all of which grace the
slope from NE 40th St. east to Lake Washington. These are some
of the more expensive neighborhoods in Seattle and cater to a
specific demographic.

Right in the midst of them sits Magnuson Park, named after
our illustrious Senator Warren G. Magnuson. It graces the shore of
Lake Washington to the east, and borders on Sandpoint Way to the
west. Enjoyed year round by the public, the park is considered a
jewel in the Seattle Park system. But in the beginning — well, that’s
a story worth telling.
We need to begin with the
advent of World War I. When
the United States entered
the war there were concerns
for fleet safety in the Navy
Department. In the northwest,
they decided they wanted an
air station to serve as the “eyes
of the fleet,” and to provide air
protection for Naval interests in
the Puget Sound area. Captain
Luthor Gregory was assigned
the task of locating one and
immediately fixed upon the
Sand Point lands, then just a
collection of farmlands well
outside the existing Seattle
city limits. With the end of
the war, those plans were put
on hold. It was then Captain
Frank Fretwell’s turn. He and
his staff lobbied hard for the
Sand Point location citing an
impressive list of advantages
due to its location. Due to his
work, and in cooperation with
King County commissioners,
lands were acquired, and a
groundbreaking ceremony was
held on June 19, 1920. Although
there was stiff opposition from
supporters of an Army airfield
which was to be commissioned
just north of Camp Lewis, south
of Tacoma, plans to develop
the station rapidly took root.
Camp Lewis later expanded
and became Fort Lewis, while
the airstrip developed into
McChord Air Base, combined
now in what is called Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, or JBLM, but
THAT is a story for another day.

First hangars at Sand Point
circa 1928

spectators who were on hand to see them land. In 1925 a Naval Air
Reserve squadron was authorized, and on March 4, 1926, Congress
accepted an expanded 413-acre base on a no cost, fee simple
arrangement with King County. Through the rest of the 1920s
buildings were added, hangars finished, and additional runways
installed. The number of aircraft increased, though most were
amphibious as the runways were still compact dirt and were often
unfit to land on.
In 1939 Pan Am Airlines began Clipper service to Alaska from a
location at Matthews Beach just north of the base. Pan Am was
allowed to utilize the base hangars and runways for their operation.
Shortly after SeaTac opened and operations moved there. By this
time more than 600 sailors were assigned to the base.

World War II saw a huge jump in base preparedness. The
five runways were finally paved. Barracks were built, and tech
schools with class space began turning out trained radiomen,
aviation machinists, and more. By this time Seattle had expanded
its boundary and literally
surrounded
the
base.
Because of that aircraft could
no longer carry live ordnance,
so NAS (Naval Air Station)
Whidbey Island had to be
established to arm planes
joining the Pacific theater.
NAS Sand Point retained an
8,000-person, military and
First Naval buildings
civilian, population during the
circa 1930
war years.

After the war personnel
dropped to under 3,000,
and the number of planes
stationed
there
likewise
tumbled. Eventually the Navy
announced they were closing
the base permanently in 1950.

Early class Naval Reserve Pilots
circa 1930

Barracks
circa 1950s

All Sand Point photos courtesy: historylink.org

Magnuson Park Courtesy: seattle.gov

First on the agenda was
then need of an airstrip. Aided by experts, the first of five runways
was designed and developed, though of compact dirt. Army Major
Henry Muhlenburg, a professor of aeronautics at the University of
Washington was one of these experts, and eventually landed the
first plane at the new air base. Funding for base development
was slim as the base, though existing, was unofficial having never
been accepted by Congress. Help often came from other sources
such as King County, and the Seattle Times, who helped pay for
prefabbed buildings and other needs.
Finally, on July 13, 1922, Congress accepted the 268-acre base
from the county on a ten-year lease at one dollar a year. $800,000
was allocated for initial construction for a joint Army/ Navy airfield.
The first of several hangars was completed on April 6, 1923, with
a base complement of around seven planes.
One year later
the base was chosen as the start/end point for the first global
circumnavigation attempt. Four Douglas biplanes left Sandpoint
headed west. Two completed it in September amid fifty thousand

Then the Korean conflict
came along. Plans to scrap
the base were cancelled, and
it resumed its training and
maintenance
operations.
When that war was over, the
station’s worth went with it,
and the civilian population
dropped to a mere 200
employees. The end of the
station as a Naval air facility
came in 1970; the base was
hosting several government
non-military functions by then.
Hence a name change to Naval
Station Seattle. This is what it
was called when I drilled there
as a Seabee Reservist.
In 1975 the base was
surplused and the majority
given to the City of Seattle as a
park. First named Sand Point
Park, it was renamed after our
distinguished senator Warren
Magnusun in 1977. And that’s
the park we all relish today.

Today we can enjoy nature trails there, picnics, walking trails,
and so much more. There is a beach area and a boat ramp.
And, if you’re brave enough, you can, or could at one time, drive
through the abandoned enlisted housing, which is massive. You
can see several of the original hangars, which are unique as some
of the largest free-standing, open bay buildings in the country and
sought after by the filming industry for use as studios. “Sleepless in
Seattle” was partially filmed in two of them. One, just inside the old
main gate, housed the replica of the inside of the houseboat Tom
Hanks had for the inside shots. The other was Hangar 18, the one I
used to drill in. It had an exact replica of the top of the Empire State
building in it for those shots at the end of the movie. I remember
having to work around it.
So go, enjoy, and remember there is a fascinatiing history there
in all that remains.
Duffer, out.
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It’s Nostalgia Time!
Let’s walk down memory lane
and remember the days we could
gather together, without fear.
Let’s toast a time when we will
be able to do so once again!
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We Miss You!
Just look at all those smiling
faces! It will be so good to gather
together to share a meal. Can’t
wait...because it’s time to party!
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Carol Baker, Parks & Recreation

Julie D'Alessandro, Fire

Rich Folsom, Information Technology
Lilin Li, Seattle Public Utilities

Memorials

Fernando Estudillo, City Light

Robin Howe, City Auditor's Office
Gus Sterling, City Light

Dan Haw 							John Masterjohn 				
In memory of Jack Fahlstrom		
		
In memory of Tim Douglas
						
				
Bill Schrier							Kathy Winge
In memory of Ed Lane and Mark Sheppard 		
In memory of Marcia Flynn

In Memory

Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members
Please note: A number of members have asked why we no longer list the ages of retirees in our “In Memory” report.
We have been advised that due to a new privacy policy for the City of Seattle, this information will no longer be available.
Ritchie C. Apellanes
City Light
Passed: 7/23/2021
Nathaniel Armstrong
Administrative Services
Passed: 7/29/2021
Gerald Baulig
Parks & Recreation
Passed: 7/8/2021
Fred L. Bonner
Muni Court
Passed: 6/9/2021
John R. Carlson*
City Light
Retired: 07-2000
Passed: 7/13/2021
Gerald Lee Cooper*
City Light
Retired: 11-1995
Passed: 8/9/2021

Jerene L. Kelley
Information Technology
Passed: 6/16/2021

Ruth Paris
SDOT
Passed: 7/16/2021

Bette L. Fogle
Library
Passed: 7/12/2021

Alice Lanczos*
Executive Services Dept.
Retired: 06-1999
Passed: 6/7/2021

Ruby Parker
Seattle Center
Passed: 8/7/2021

Barbara Hall
City Light
Passed: 5/30/2021

Robert C. Matz
Human Resources
Passed: 6/19/2021

Clyde A. Hazen
City Light
Passed: 7/25/2021

Rubye McCullar
Police
Passed: 7/9/2021

John R. Hickman
City Light
Passed: 8/4/2021

Gerald E. McGuire*
Metro Transit
Retired: 12-1979
Passed: 6/25/2021

Ann Dykstra*
Executive Administration
Retired: 12-2006
Passed: 6/30/2021

Robert Hoyos
Construction & Inspections
Passed: 7/6/2021

Ashok Nayudu*
Personnel
Retired: 04-2003
Passed: 6/21/2021

DONATIONS TO ARSCE
Since ARSCE operates on a limited budget, donations
are always welcome and very much appreciated. ARSCE is a
501 (c)(3) organization. Your donation will be tax deductible
within the limits established by the Internal Revenue Service.
Regular donations are noted in the “Golden Contributions”
section of ARSCE News, listing the donor’s name and
department retired from.
Donations in memory of someone are noted in the
“Memorials” section of ARSCE News. The name of the
deceased person for whom the donation is made and the
donor’s name and department retired from are listed. If you
would like the family of the deceased person notified of your
donation, please include their name and address. A letter will
then be sent to them telling them of your memorial donation.
Mail donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle, WA
98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute.
You may also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on
page 12 of each issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be
made utilizing a luncheon reservation form. If you have any
questions, please call Hillary Hamilton at 206-683-5461.

Robert Porterfield
Police
Passed: 7/2/2021
Shou-Yu Ran
City Light
Passed: 7/12/2021
Edward Rasmussen
City Light
Passed: 7/4/2021
Jacqueline Ridgeway*
Personnel
Retired: 12-1999
Passed: 8/4/2021

Frances M. Ross*
City Light
Retired: 04-1989
Passed: 7/5/2021
Viki M. Servis
Personnel
Passed: 6/28/2021
Kay Smith
Law
Passed: 7/31/2021
Martha V. Smith
Personnel
Passed: 7/11/2021
Mary Lou Soule
Library
Passed: 6/11/2021
Charlene Y. Sutherland*
KC Health
Retired: 06-1990
Passed: 7/23/2021

ARSCE Donation Application
Please check appropriate box.
Golden Contribution o
Memorial o

Donor’s Name _________________________________
Dept. Retired from ______________________________

For Memorial Only:
In Memory of _________________________________
Dept. Retired from _____________________________

To Notify Family Donation ~ Provide the following:
Family’s Name ________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City ________________ State ____ Zip Code ________
Fill in form, clip and send donations to ARSCE, PO Box 75385, Seattle,
WA 98175-0385; or go online to www.arsce.org to contribute. You may
also fill out the “Membership Application Form” on page 12 of each
issue of ARSCE News, or donations can be made utilizing a luncheon
reservation form. If you have any questions, call Hillary Hamilton at
206-683-5461.

ARSCE NEWS — November/December, 2021 — Page 9

BOOK NOTES
By Lorry Garratt,
Library

A FATAL LIE. By Charles Todd ~ 2021

In a peaceful Welsh village, the
body of a man is found in the river,
apparently having fallen from an
overhead aqueduct. Inspector
Ian Rutledge is summoned from
Scotland Yard and, at first, is
faced with a puzzling case of
identity and then questions to
who would want to kill a good
and respected man. But evil is
stalking Rutledge and seems to
be looking for another victim.
THE SANATORIUM By Sarah
Pearse ~ 2021

		
The setting is eerie and
isolated, a former sanatorium in the Swiss Alps, now remodeled
into a 5-star hotel. There are few occupants as a massive
blizzard sweeps down and cuts them off from civilization. British
detective Elin Warner is visiting to share her brother’s engagement
celebration, but almost immediately the bride-to-be disappears,
the body of the missing architect of the remodel is discovered, and
more people begin dying.
MALIBU RISING. By Taylor Jenkins Reid ~ 2021

A family saga about an unforgettable night in the life of the
Riva family, five siblings of a glamorous and starstruck world,
close and loving to each other, but each flawed and each hiding
something they can either share at last or never reveal.
THE RETURN. By Nicholas Sparks ~ 2020

An injured navy doctor meets two women who will change the
course of his life. Returning to New Bern, North Carolina to heal in
his grandfather’s cabin, which he has inherited, he falls in love with
a secretive policewoman and tries to help a misfit teenager who
may have the answers to his grandfather’s strange death.

REDEMPTION. By David Baldacci ~ 2020

Detective Amos Decker, the man who never forgets anything,
discovers a mistake he made as a rookie. Now as he works a new
case, he finds a startling connection to that old mistake which he
may be able to rectify if he can work fast enough.
AN EXTRAVAGANT DEATH. By Charles Finch ~ 2021

In 1878 Charles Lenox’s expanding detective agency is in good
hands with his associates, leaving Lenox free to undertake the
Prime Minister’s request to travel to America on a mission for the
Queen. It is a long-desired trip, although he is quite unprepared for
the opulence and society of the NY Newport crowd. Additionally, in
the unexpected shock of the death of a beautiful debutante which
calls his talents into play.
A TIME FOR MERCY. By John Grisham ~ 2020

Court-appointed lawyer Jake Brigance puts his career and
the safety of his family on the line to defend a 16-year-old murder
suspect who is facing the death penalty. The 1990 culture in
Clanton, Mississippi sees only the fact of death, ignoring the most
basic facts, and the stunning courthouse scheming and intrigue.
LILAC GIRLS. By Martha Hall Kelly
~ 2016

Three women are inadvertently
connected in the early years of
WWII. New York socialite Carolyn is
an important member in her post
at the French Consulate. Kasia,
a Polish teenager, is a courier
for the underground resistance.
Herta is an ambitious young
German doctor who gets trapped
in the Nazi realm of secrets and
power. And the three are set on a
collision course.

Contact Ms. Garratt at booknotes@arsce.org

Fellowship All Over Town

Engineers’ Luncheon: Seattle Engineering Department (and SDOT
& SPU) retirees meet for lunch quarterly. Call Barbara Graham @
206.356.8606; Harvey Knizek @ 206.526.1251; or Colleen Brown @
206.244.6489 for information. Please join us, hopefully beginning
sometime in 2022!
RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association) Lunches:
If you retired from City Light, you will be able to access the
newsletter on our website: www.rclea.net. If you wish to receive
an email notice of our newest edition, send your email address to
Anne Ducey at ducois@gmail.com. For more information contact
Tony Raimondi at tony14007@hotmail.com.
Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on the
second Wednesday of each month.
Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End): This group meets at Shari’s
Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first Saturday of each month.
Transit Retirees (South End): Meet at the Burien Elks Lodge at
South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third Saturday of the
month at 8:30AM for breakfast. Contact Al Ramey at 206.243.8504.

Please check with your group before attending.
Many organizations are staying home due to Covid-19.

METRO Retirees’ Lunch: This group meets at 11:00AM the second
Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and Nov. at the Crazy
Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in Mountlake Terrace. At
11:00AM on the second Wednesday of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct.,
and Dec. The group meets at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at
13500 Interurban Ave. So. in Tukwila. For information call Lonnie
Sewell at 206.915.1415.
Another Retired Transit Group: This group meets the 1st Saturday
of the month at the Family Pancake House located at 238th &
Aurora at 7:30AM.
Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD. This group meets at
11:30AM the first Monday of the month at the Feast Buffet, 485
Renton Center Way SW, Renton, WA.
Engineering Retirees’ Lunch: Engineering Dept. Field Personnel
Retirees meet the 1st Wednesday of the month, 10:00AM at
Shay’s Restaurant at N. 160th St. & Aurora Ave. N. in Shoreline, WA.
Contact Roy Galloway at 206.362.3937 for further information.
Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are held on the 2nd Wednesday
of the month at the 125th Street Grill located at 12255 Aurora Ave.
North. We meet at 11:30AM for lunch.
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Lights, Camera, Action!
Some Favorites on DVD
By Jim Mohundro

Mr. Mohundro’s Column in Memoriam

The Eyes Have It
There are cops and cops, the real ones and
the cops of film and other fiction, and in there
are those of no government jurisdiction, the
dilettantes, the amateur crime solvers like Philo
Vance and Lord Peter Wimsey, Miss Marple, and
more than a few antique dealers, cab drivers,
and many others who somehow stumble onto
the odd corpse and keep doing that in book
after book and film after film, and these men,
women, and even youngsters (Nancy Drew,
Booth Tarkington’s Penrod and Sam) are the
stuff of entertainment for many us, in spite of
some obvious grim realities

Auguste Dupin is an amateur crime solver
who is not a member or agent of the police, but
earns pride of place as the investigator in what
is often considered the first detective story,
Edgar Allan Poe’s The Murders in the Rue Morgue
(1841), but it’s really with the advent of Dr. Arthur
Conan Doyle’s “consulting detective” Sherlock
Holmes that a widely accepted figure becomes
the model of the fictional private investigator.
Raymond Chandler, in his 1944 essay, The
Simple Art of Murder, calls murder the frustration
of an individual, an understatement from a
qualified wordsmith. He and a couple other
writers, notably former private detective Dashiell
Hammett and former lawyer Erle Stanley Gardner,
build their reputations in 1930s ”pulp” fiction like
Black Mask, started by drama critic George Jean
Nathan and journalist H. L. Mencken.

Hammett, Chandler, Gardner and a few
others formulated and perpetuated the myth/
truth of the private investigator who travels
a few miles on the bottle in his desk drawer,
a dame or two, and a gat. In the short stories
and, later, novels, Chandler’s Philip Marlowe,
Hammett’s Sam Spade and Continental Op, and
Gardner’s Donald Lam and Bertha Cool manage
to hold western civilization together on not
much more than 25 dollars a day, and sufficient
aspirin for hangovers and blackjacking.
Sherlock Holmes appears on film as early
as 1900 and many times thereafter, and I, and
perhaps not a few others, still consider Basil
Rathbone the quintessential Holmes, complete
with accessory pipe, violin, deerstalker hat and
estimable companion, Doctor John H. Watson
(the inimitable Nigel Bruce in the Rathbone
films). A man of peace, Watson has, however,
been known to carry a Webley revolver in one
of his capacious greatcoat pockets from time
to time. While it’s quite easy to choose a solid
example from the 14-film Rathbone/Bruce
series, here are a couple of earlier, notable films:
William Gillette is the consulting detective
in his 1899 play Sherlock Holmes, written and
produced by permission of Doyle, and follows
up with the 1916 screen version. Although
Gillette wrote and acted in many other plays
he is always associated with Holmes, whom he
played on stage more than 1,300 times and to
have introduced Holmes’s curved pipe to the
character. This silent film was considered “lost”
until a good print was found in France in 2014
and restored in 2015.

Arthur Wontner is Holmes to Ian Fleming’s
Watson (Fleming was not the author but a long-time Australian
character actor who acted in more than 100 films, including five
with Wontner in the 1930s). The pair’s final Sherlock Holmes film

was the 1937 Silver Blaze, based on Conan Doyle’s short story
The Adventure of the Silver Blaze and remembered by Holmes and
film aficionados for this dialog: ‘Gregory (Scotland Yard detective):
‘Is there any other point to which you would wish
to draw my attention?’ Holmes: ‘To the curious
incident of the dog in the night-time.’ Gregory:
‘The dog did nothing in the night-time.’ Holmes:
‘That was the curious incident.’

Hammett and Chandler’s knights errant of
the 1930s through the 1950s have influenced
a couple of generations of fictional private
investigators. Ross MacDonald’s Lew Archer
hews most closely to the model, appearing in
more than 18 novels and short stories. Paul
Newman is Archer in Harper (1966), based on
MacDonald’s first novel The Moving Target
(renamed to respond to Newman’s superstition
about his recent movie hits with “H” titles}, and
followed by The Drowning Pool (1975), based on
the second Lew Harper novel. The characters
and their stories work well in contemporary
Southern California settings and Newman is
effective as the loner private detective.
Mickey Spillane’s first novel I, the Jury (1947)
brings a new overt sex, violence, and revenge
motive to the genre and introduces Mike
Hammer, an investigator who shoots first and
doesn’t always ask questions later. Spillane’s
Hammer tales enjoy little critical success
but are huge hits in the marketplace. Ralph
Meeker is a convincing Hammer in Director
Robert Aldrich’s 1955 Kiss Me, Deadly, a solid
thriller that combines radioactivity, Ernest
Laszlo’s cinematography, and a supporting
cast that includes Albert Dekker, Paul Stewart,
Juano Hernandez, and Cloris Leachman in her
first credited part.

Out of the Past (1947) is considered a classic
in most film noir lists. Robert Mitchum’s Jeff
Bailey, gas pump jockey and former investigator,
is reluctantly drafted to work with and against
actors Jane Greer, Kirk Douglas, Rhonda
Fleming, Richard Webb, and Steve Brodie, and
they are fortunate in their Director Jacques
Tourneu (Cat People, I Walked with a Zombie,
The Leopard Man, and Experiment Perilous).
‘Forget it, Jake, it’s Chinatown’ and thereby
hangs 1930’s detective Jake Gittes’s tale in
Roman Polanski’s 1974 Chinatown. Chandler
or MacDonald could have written this one.
Jack Nicholson, as Gittes, is the one guy who
can handle gangsters, political corruption, a
couple of very interesting dames, or thinks he
can, and John Huston is a baron of commerce
who seems eerily contemporary. Neither Huston
nor co-star Faye Dunaway make it easy for Jake.
This color film is as noir as it needs to be.
Los Angeles, in its heat and culture and
welcome to all comers, is the epicenter for
tough guy film settings, but, Gene Hackman
as Harry Moseby, PI, presented with a puzzle to
unravel, travels to a New Mexico film location
and Florida in Night Moves, this sometimes
overlooked 1975 gem is directed by Arthur Penn
(Bonnie and Clyde).
Steve Martin darkens his trademark white hair
to ply his trade as redoubtable shamus Rigby
Reardon in Carl Reiner’s 1982 Dead Men Don’t
Wear Plaid. Famous faces abound and Editor
Bud Molin’s work is cut out for him by himself.

These films have subtitles in English or “close
captioning” for the hearing impaired, and may be
around town at video stores (there are just two in
Seattle at this time) that carry decent inventories of
the classics, but the films may also be available with
subtitles or close captioning from the Seattle Public
Library and other local libraries, cable or satellite, or from “streaming”
resources such as Netflix, Amazon, Hulu, Video on Demand and the
Criterion Channel.
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Join ARSCE today...
as a Retiree, Beneficiary, or Active Employee
looking forward to a future City retirement.
Application on page 12.

Thursday ~ November 11th, 2021

A Merry Christmas Crossword

Give yourself a win!
Simply solve these
Christmas-related
clues and give
yourself a pat on  
the back.
HAVE FUN!

SOLUTION:

ACROSS
2
3
7

N
STOCK ING
CHIMNEY
R
I
O T
C S
R H
O T
N PRANCER
HO L L Y
A O
C K E C M L
CHR I STMAS EVE R
R E O N N
E
H
I S E D T
I
S
N E O
Y S
RUDOLPH
TOYS
C
M
E F O
A
SANTA
H
E
N
DECEMBER
O
S

8
11
15
16
17

DOWN

Giant sock that might get filled
1
with presents
4
Santa gets in your house through this		
The only reindeer whose name begins
5
with the letter P
6
Deck the halls with boughs of this
9
The night before Christmas
10
What’s in Santa’s bag?
12
Reindeer with the red nose
13
Person who brings gifts to good
14
children

Keep
ARSCE
Strong!
Become an ARSCE Board Member

Our pensions are important to us. We’re dedicated to
keeping watch over the retirement system. We’re energetic
retirees collaborating together. Join our team!

Where Santa lives
If you stand under this, you might
get kissed
Things you hang on a Christmas tree
A snack you leave out for Santa
December 25th
Yummy red and white candy
Eight of these pull Santa’s sleigh
Santa says this
A helper who makes toys

sunday ~
NOVEMBER 7th, 2021

Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour!
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Welcome Back to the ARSCE Annual

L
E
C
N
CA

2021 MEETING AND PUBLICATION DATES

!
D
LE

Nov. 9
Nov. 10

News Deadline (Jan./Feb. Issue)
ARSCE Executive Board Meeting

Wed.
Fri.

Dec. 8
Dec. 10

ARSCE Annual Christmas Party
Mail ARSCE News (Jan./Feb. Issue

Tues.
Wed.

Jan. 11
Jan. 12

News Deadline (Mar./Apr. Issue)
ARSCE Executive Board Meeting

Active & Retired Employees t You’re Invited to Attend the
ARSCE Board Meetings. Please Feel Free to Join Us!

Christmas Party!

Note: Calendar is subject to change by Board approval.

We wanted to see you all at
ARSCE’s Annual Christmas Party...
but alas, that dreadful Covid-19 is
persisting and we agreed, as a Board,
that we would cancel this year with
the health of our members being our
highest priority.
We are hoping to resume our
luncheons sometime soon in 2022

Tues.
Wed.

~ARSCE~

Application for Membership:
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Name____________________________________Tel. No.______________________

Thank you for your understanding.
Address _______________________________________________________________

ARSCE Board Proposes New Bylaws
In order for new Bylaws to be enacted, a vote of the
membership must take place.
We had planned a vote at the Christmas Luncheon, but, as
you know, it was cancelled.

The membership vote is scheduled to take place at our next
in-person meeting. Until that time, you can visit arsce.org and
click on “About” at the top of the home page. Then click on
Bylaws. You will find our current and proposed Bylaws there.

ANNOUNCEMENT!

Retiree
Medical Benefits
k
Annual
Enrollment
for 2022:

November 1-19, 2021

Annual enrollment for 2022 retiree medical benefits will be
November 1 – November 19, 2021. For retirees currently enrolled
in a retiree medical plan, the Benefits Unit mailed benefit
packets with 2022 plan summaries and rates to homes at the
end of October. The packets also included the annual notices
that the City is required by law to distribute. A copy of the
packet is available on the Benefits Unit website at:
http://www.seattle.gov/human-resources/benefits/retirees/scers
in the Retirement Information section.

Please check your mailbox for your enrollment packet.
(Retirees who are not currently enrolled in a City retiree medical
plan will not receive a packet.) Changes for 2022 must be
postmarked by November 19, 2021. Please note: the Seattle
Municipal Tower is closed due to COVID-19, and we will not be
able to accept drop-off forms.
If you have questions about your medical plan, please
contact the Benefits Unit at (206) 615-1340 or email
Benefits.Unit@seattle.gov.

City _________________________________ State ________ Zip_______________

Date Retired _________________ From Dept. _____________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________
(Your email is for official ARSCE business only. We will never share it with anyone else.)

Annual Dues: $15.00 (7/1-6/30)

Your dues will be deducted from the check you receive in
July. Please fill out the following section for the Retirement
Office; include it with the rest of this completed application
and mail it to ARSCE.

Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization
To: The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’
Retirement System:
The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle
Employees’ Retirement System to deduct from my retirement,
beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly
established from time to time by the Association of Retired
Seattle City Employees (ARSCE). Until further written notice
by me to The Retirement System Office, such deduction shall
be made annually from my July allowance and shall be paid to
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385,
Seattle, WA 98175-0385.

Name (Please Print)		

Department

Signature					Date

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Mail to: Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385

