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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ‘ By Pat Kirkness

Hi everyone:

| am writing this in early September for an issue that will go out in late
October. We will already had our first ever picnic and now we are looking
ahead to our traditional holiday lunch in December. Where did the year go?

Our election process for new Board members is underway. Nancy Ahern
is chair of the Elections Committee and she is leading the charge. We
encourage all members to think about being on the Board. Our current Board
has dedicated, fun, and great people. You could be part of this group. Please
contact Nancy at (nancy.ahern@comcast.net) if you'd like to sign up to run or
have any suggestions for candidates.

Unfortunately ARSCE had a serious matter that we had to deal with this
summer. We received a cease and desist demand letter from an LA law firm
that deals with intellectual property issues. Back in 2012 the ARSCE news
published an image that was used to advertise one of our luncheons. Despite
having gotten that image from “free clip art” it turns out that the image was
copyrighted. The law firm demanded that we pay a sum of money because
of the copyright infringement. Over the course of three very hectic weeks,
we hired an experienced law firm to handle our negotiations. In the end, our
Board settled the claim in lieu of continuing with more costly litigation. It was
a bitter pill to swallow. Fortunately, ARSCE had CDs that were designated for
an emergency that we were able to use. We are grateful to now have put this
behind us. Itis a huge lesson for us to be hyper-vigilant of images we use in
electronic media. Unfortunately, this has led us to remove prior ARSCE news
from our website since we do not know the sources of all images. We will
likely just post those newsletters that are the most recent and that Bill Schrier,
our editor, has personally reviewed.

My next edition to you will be a little cheerier...especially since we are
getting into the holidays. And I will give you an update on what a couple of
our committees are up to - they are active! G

Best Wishes, Pat - arsce.pres@amail.com

Page 2:
Page 3:
Page 4:
Page 5:
Page 6:

Page 7:

Page 8:

Page 9:

Page 10:

Page 11:

Page 12:

Inside this Issue

SCERS Finances, Retirements
Lexicon

Your Pension News

SCERS Investment Committee
ARSCE Board News
Needham: Savor the Season
Fall Picnic Photos

Member Honor Roll 2004-2005
Dickhout: Beaches

Hauck: Passionate Reader
Seattle’s New Waterfront Park
Duffer: Sister City Blues

Gas Works Park

Want a Birthday Card?

Herrin: The Man in the
Ticket Machine

Letter from Your Editor

New Members

In Memory

Donations, Memorials
Remembering Michael Waller
Brittenham: Binfords Dreams
Fellowship all over Town
Holiday Party December 10
Calendar

Discounts



Page 2 -- ARSCE News - November/December 2025

ARSCE has 1300 members
but only about 600 email
addresses. We only send one or
two messages a month and we
NEVER share it with anyone else.

arscenews@arsce.org

(Actually just your
email address)

ARSCE Board Officers
Pat Kirkness, President - arsce.pres@amail.com
Bill Schrier, Vice President, vice.president@arsce.org
Linda Rogers, Recording Sec'y, recording.secretary@arsce.org
Hillary Hamilton, Financial Sec'’y, financial.secretary@arsce.org
Elizabeth Paschke, Treasurer, treasurer@arsce.org
Jeannette Voiland, Webmaster
Bill Schrier, Editor, arscenews@arsce.org

Board Members - Dept. Retired From - Term Expiration Date

Nancy Ahern SPU 6/2028
Alan Brittenham DAS 6/2027
Martha Burke SPU 6/2028
Kris Effertz Mayor 6/2028
Hillary Hamilton FFD 6/2027
Mike Harms SPU 6/2028
Pat Kirkness DolT 6/2027
John Masterjohn Eng 6/2027
Joe Mickelson SPU 6/2026
Mike Nagan DolT 6/2028
Elizabeth Paschke SDOT 6/2026
Nick Pealy SPU 6/2026
Linda Rogers SPU 6/2026
Bill Schrier Info Tech 6/2027
Jeannette Voiland SPL 6/2026
Terry Wittman Info Tech 6/2027
(vacant) 6.2026

Outgoing and now Retired Board Members
Thank you for your Service!

Bob Chandler SDOT 6/2025
Valerie Heide Mudra SPU 6/2025
Ed Steyh SPU 6/2025

Incoming Alternate Board Members as of July 1, 2025

Ann Beard Police 6/2026
Leszek Chudzinski SPL 6/2026
Ann Cisney SPL 6/2026

About YOUR PENSION NEWS

ARSCE Board representatives attend SCERS
meetings consistently and we try to report on each
meeting for the newsletter. As retirees we have a
vital interest because the SCERS Board oversees
management of the retirement fund. These meetings are
open to the public in the SCERS offices in Seattle and
you can also attend via the internet. The SCERS website
has information on the meetings and the link to attend
is posted. You can also see the SCERS links on our
ARSCE website, wvw.ARSCE.org.

SCERS Finances and Retirements

Retirements
Month Number | Monthly Pension Lump Sum
(2025) Distributions
June 21 $ 78,810 $ 1,068,159
July 18 $ 53,878 $ 372,480
August 25 $ 94,198 $ 1,318,436

Also, in these three months, 78 active members withdrew from
the pension system (for example, they left City service before
reaching retirement age), withdrawing $2,522,554 from the fund.

Essential Telephone Numbers

And Web Addresses
ARSCE: 206.683.5461
(Change of Address/Membership Questions)
Email: financial.secretary@arsce.org
Website: www.arsce.org

Community Living Connections 1-844-348-5464
(Information on available programs/services for older people,
adults with disabilities, anc caregivers.)

Email: info@communitylivingconnections.org
Website: www.communitylivingconnections.org

Personnel Department (Benefits): 206.615.1340
Email: benefits.unit@seattle.gov

Website: www.seattle.gov/Personnel/

Retirement Office:
1.877.865.0079

(Retirement Checks/Health & Dental Benefits/General

Questions/Change of Address/Tax Withholding)

Email: retirecity@seattle.gov

Website: www.seattle.gov/retirement

SCERS Expenses

Month Pension Office & Investment
(2025) Payroll Admin. Exp. Expenses
June $ 26,215,561 $918,845| $1,884,170

July $ 23,437,318 $ 1,749,835* $ 724,664
August $ 25,777,773 $910,373| $1,787,029
*July had three pay periods

LITIGATION, noun.
A machine which you go into as a pig and
come out of as a sausage.
(Ambrose Bierce)

Image Credits
Army Poster above was created by artist James Montgomery Flagg for the
United States Government and is in the public domain in the United States.
Picnic photos on page 4 are by Bill Schrier
Birthday cake on page 9 is from OpenClipArt.org and is in the public domain

206.386.1293 or

Statement of Ownership and Management

1) Owner and Publisher:  The Association of Retired Seattle
City Employees

Address: P.O. Box 75385
Seattle, WA 98175-0385
2) Title of Publication: ARSCE News
3) Frequency of issues: Six (6) issues each year.
4) Pat Kirkness, President

Bill Schrier, Vice President

Linda Rogers, Recording Secretary

Hillary Hamilton, Financial Secretary

Elizabeth Paschke, Treasurer

Jeannette Voiland, Webmaster

Bill Schrier, Editor
5) Bondholders, Mortgages, and Security Holders: None
6) The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees (ARSCE), is a
non-profit organization for educational purposes under section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions are tax-deductible.
Opinions stated by various writers are their own and do not necessarily
reflect the policy of ARSCE.




ARSCE News -- November/December 2025 -- Page 3

YOUR PENSION NEWS

SCERS Board reviews ESG and DEI Reports
SCERS Investment Committee says Portfolio returned 11.03% Last Year

SCERS Board of Administration Meeting:
September 11, 2025
Reported by Elizabeth Paschke

Public comment: Bill Schrier, ARSCE Vice-President
addressed the Board regarding the decision taken by the
SCERS board to reduce the city contribution to the retirement
fund from 15.17% to 15.06% of the current payroll of City
SCERS active employees, suggesting the contribution should
stay at the higher level, in hopes 100% full funding of the
pension system would be achieved earlier than 2042. SCERS
Director Jeff Davis answered that the 15.06% rate is the new
Actuarially Required Contribution (ARC) rate which will meet
the full funding goal.

The Board next addressed Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) goals and activities. SCERS Deputy Chief
Investment Officer Leola Ross said that, over the course of
the last few years, public investors (retirement funds such
as SCERS) have invested in funds which address climate
change. Ross presented evidence that climate change, if
not addressed, would harm future returns on the investment
portfolio. The risks from climate change are presently
increasing - the federal government, for
example, halted virtually all to offshore
wind power development projects, even
one which is 80% complete. This means
power generation may revert to fuels that are
carbon intensive. SCERS is continuing with
investments that are environmentally positive.
NEPC, SCERS investment advisor, supports
this approach. NEPC also reported firms
which actively support diversity, equity and
inclusion (DEI) have better results and are
better investment opportunities.

The Investment Committee, in its 28 August meeting,
reported on recent SCERS risk evaluation studies (see article
in the column to the right.) The Administrative committee
reported that the SCERS budget is on track, and the speed
of response to service requests is continuing to improve. The
administrative committee recommended the appointment of
Lauren Thompson to the Investment Advisory Committee,
which the Board approved.

In his Executive Director update, Jeff Davis congratulated
Maria Coe who recently passed an exam and became a
Certified Fiduciary. Davis said the Board will receive and
review the SCERS Annual Report in its next meeting. i

SCERS Board of Administration
Meeting of August 14 was cancelled

More Information:
See SCERS Board of Administration website.
for Official Board Minutes and other publications
2025 Valuation Report by Milliman

2023 Audit Report by Cliftton Larson Allen

SCERS Board of Administration Upcoming Meetings
November 13, December 11, 2025 and January 8, 2026

SCERS Board Meeting
Watch Online Here

Go to the ARSCE Calendar or click on the link above.
A Microsoft Teams link is provided 24 hours
in advance of the meeting.

Seattle City Employees'’
Retirement System

SCERS Investment Committee Meeting:
August 28, 2025
Reported by Bill Schrier

The SCERS Investment Committee, chaired by Sherri
Crawford, met on 28 August 2025. SCERS’ consultant
NEPC presented their report on the performance of SCERS’
investments over the second quarter of 2025. And Jason
Malinowski, SCERS Chief Investment Officer, presented the
results of the Annual Review of investment risks conducted
over the past several months.

In summary, SCERS'’ portfolio is doing better than most its
“peer group”, that is, other governmental retirement funds.
And even if the stock market goes into an extended downturn
lasting three years, SCERS would be able to continue to pay
benefits and other expenses.

Stocks hit an all-time high again in July, 2025, with the
S&P 500 and NASDAQ repeatedly setting new records. But
returns from fixed-income investments such as bonds trended
lower.

SCERS overall portfolio returned 11.03% over the past
year, after fees, and the funded status is estimated at 76.5%.
Over the past 10 years, the portfolio is in
the 21st percentile relative to a peer group

‘ \ of 91 funds, which means it is performing

better than 79% of the funds and worse
‘ than 20%. SCERS’ goal remains to

achieve 100% funded status, which is
also important to ARSCE and retired
employees. Right now, City policy dictates
retired employees will always receive 65%
of the purchasing power of their original
retirement, relative to the Seattle area
consumer price index (CPI). At 100%
funded status, this amount will rise to 70% of the original
purchasing power.

SCERS’ portfolio is composed of about 47.6% public equity
investments (for example, publicly traded stocks), 15.7% core
fixed income assets, 12.1% private equity assets, 9.5% real
estate, and the remainder mostly in cash, infrastructure, long-
term fixed income. About 73% of the portfolio is invested
in North America, 12% in Europe, 12% in Asia, and the
remainder elsewhere.

The Annual Risk Review evaluates the risk that SCERS’
portfolio of investments will be able to continue to pay
retirement benefits to both present retirees and all City
employees currently paying into SCERS. This analysis is
especially important because of the nationwide financial
implosion of 2008, where the portfolio had a negative return
of 26.4%.

SCERS'’ staff, led by Malinowski, considered the risks from
many different perspectives. However, some risks cannot
be easily evaluated, for example the City’s commitment to
continue funding its contributions (presently at 15.17% of
payroll) and risk of a cybersecurity breach. These are outside
the scope of the analysis.

Specifically the staff considered the potential effect of an
extended, 3 year, bear market. About 62% of SCERS portfolio
is “very liquid”, that is, can quickly be converted to cash to
pay benefits and other costs. Even in a “dramatic market
stress” which lasted three years SCERS could pay expenses
and still have 55% in liquid investments.

Note: This report is based upon a 102-page slide deck
presented to the Investment Committee. As of this writing,
that document is not yet publicly posted. G
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CE Board News

The ARSCE Board met on 9 July. See the ARSCE News,
September/October, for details The next Board meeting
was Wednesday 9 October the agenda and results were not
available prior to the deadline for this edition.

The ARSCE General Membership Meeting was held on
Wednesday 10 September 2025 after the ARSCE Fall Picnic
at Edmonds City Park. Details:

Image Infringement. President Pat Kirkness discussed the
image infringement issue with the membership. This issue
occurred over the summer, based upon a photo which was
published in the ARSCE News in July, 2012 (yes, 13 years
ago). See the President’'s message on page 1 for more details.

Elections for Board Term 2026-2029. Kirkness stated

the Elections Committee is seeking members to run for

a three year Board term which starts in summer, 2026.
Members interested should contact Nancy Ahern, chair of

the Committee, at nancy.ahern@comcast.net. Biographies

of candidates will be published in the January/February 2026
ARSCE News, with mail-in ballots inserted into the March/April
2026 ARSCE News. Voting ends on 11 March 2026.

Treasurer Appointment. Elizabeth Paschke is retiring from
that position. Kirkness put out a call for a member to step up
and take over that position. Ann Kelson responded and will
become the new ARSCE Treasurer.

Change of Accounts Authorization. As Board Officers have
changed, the membership authorized the removal of past
president Nick Pealy and past vice-president John Masterjohn
as signatories on the Seattle Credit Union accounts, and
addition of Pat Kirkness and Bill Schrier.

Detailed Committee Workplans. The work of ARSCE'’s Board
Committees is now contained in work plans which will be
published to the ARSCE website in October. See the Sept/Oct
ARSCE News edition for committee names and members.

Non-profit Assessment. Bill Schrier will lead an effort to

use the free checklists of 501 Commons, an organization
supporting non-profit organizations, to evaluate how ARSCE is
structured and ARSCE’s Board practices. @b

o ee——
“~ Pat Kirkness conducts th
General Membership Meeting

R

ARSCE Fall Picnic
10 September 2025

Left: Eric and Anne Cisney,
Anne Vedella;

Eric retired from the Library,
Anne is an ARSCE Board
member and still an active

library employee

| -~ e |

Find Your Passion

By Laurie Needham

Savor the Season...

Today, | wake and it is autumn.
Yesterday, was summer.

Today, | walk in drizzly rain with brown, gold, and red leaves
cart-wheeling across the driveway.
Yesterday, | was washing the car with radio blaring, hubby
supervising, beer in hand.

Today, | glance off spider webs and carefully sidestep slugs
like landmines.
Yesterday, | was swatting mosquitoes and staging nighttime
assaults on wasps’ nests.

Today, the river is swirling and lapping its banks at levels not
seen in months.
Yesterday, | worried the salmon could not swim upstream to
spawn.

Today, | notice children in brightly colored jackets and new
shoes heading back to school.
Yesterday, | witnessed the joyful sounds of splashing and
yelling as children and water came into contact.

Today, | admire the majesty of purple billowing clouds pierced
with shards of sun and rain.
Yesterday, | wondered how the sky could get any bluer.

Today, | am comforted by the aroma of a hearty stew, thick
with root vegetables, bubbling on the stove.
Yesterday, my mouth watered as steaks and ribs sizzled on
the barbecue.

Today, | write poems on my computer, cozy and warm,
watching the rain come down in chains of silver.
Yesterday, | lingered in my garden, oblivious of the dust,
cobwebs, and gritty floors inside the house.

Today is autumn.
Yesterday was summer.
Savor the day.
Savor the season. G

Joe Mickelson grills while Mike Harms
looks on and Kevin Clark photobombs
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ARSCE Members Honor Roll
Retired in 2004 - 2005

ARSCE’s member database is not perfect. If any information listed below is incorrect, let us know. Financial Secretary Hillary
Hamilton financialsecretary@arsce.org copy Bill Schrier, ARSCE News editor at arscenews@arsce.orqg.

ARSCE Honor Roll

By ARSCE News Staff

Sharon Diel was listed on the honor roll in the September/October
ARSCE News. Sharon retired from the Library in 2003.
Her department was incorrectly listed as SPU.

NAME YEAR | DEPARTMENT NAME YEAR |DEPARTMENT
MARY CANDLER 2004 |HEALTH RAYMOND BEAN 2004 |SPU
EILEEN DEL DONNO 2004 |LIGHT ELIZABETH D. EISENHOOD |2004 |LIBRARY
SHERRY DICUS 2004 |LIGHT ALICE EKMAN 2004 |LIGHT
LINDA K. HEIN-REECE 2004 |PARKS KEN KATAYAMA 2004 |LIGHT
NOEL SCHONEMAN 2004 |SDoT STEPHAN WALLA 2004 |LIGHT
ARLA SIMON 2004 |POLICE GORDON HIRAI 2004 |FLTS & FAC
CLARKE E. STOCKWELL 2004 |SPU SHIRLEY REYNOLDS 2004 |SPU
JAMES WEIR 2004 |PARKS JOHN SATTLER 2004 |FLTS & FAC
DARELLENE B. WISHON 2004 |LIGHT (DAS)
THRYA BROOKS 2004 |LEGISLATIVE PAUL H. BERRY 2004 |FLTS & FAC
CURTIS COLLIER 2004 |EXEC ADMIN MARIELLA CACDAC 2005 | PARKS
BUCK DISSEL 2004 |LIGHT JOSEPH CARLOS 2005 |SPU
PAMELA HARRIS 2004 |MUNICRTS LYNN DANIEL 2005 |LIBRARY
FRANK YANAGIMACHI 2004 |SDOT GREGORY LONGMAN 2005 |(SEA CENTER
PAUL MOORE 2004 |LIGHT GEORGE V. McDONALD 2005 |FLEETS & FAC
CHERYL ALEXANDER 2004 |LIGHT LAURIE NEEDHAM 2005 | DolT
LEROY ALEXANDER 2004 |LIGHT MARGARET PETERSEN 2005 |SEACTR
GARY M. ANDREWS 2004 |POLICE JIM TODD 2005 |LIGHT
ESTER L. BENHAM 2004 |LIGHT DONALD R. NUSSEL 2005 |METRO
LEE L. BOECKSTIEGEL 2004 |WATER LANE O'MALLEY 2005 |LIBRARY
STEVE CHIN 2004 |HUM SVCS PRISCILLA I. POULOS 2005 |CIVIL RIGHTS
FRANCISCO (FRANK) 2004 |LIGHT ELAINE FLORY 2005 |(PERSONNEL
DOSREMEDIOS EILEEN WOLFF 2005 |SDOT
SARAH WELCH 2004 |PARKS ALAN K. BENNETT 2005 |SEATRAN
ANET FOX-ALLEN 2004 |WATER DOROTHY A. BERNARD 2005 |ENG
REINER GRAUMANN 2004 |LIGHT BOYD BRAKKEN 2005 |MUNICRTS
GLORIA J. MAMON 2004 |MUNICRTS EDWARD L. BRITTING 2005 |TRANSIT
MERLE K. OVERLAND 2004 |PERSONNEL KEN CADO 2005 |LIGHT
MITCHELL SCHWAMBERG 2004 |EXEC SVC ERIC CISNEY 2005 |LIBRARY
STEVEN E. WILSON 2004 |POLICE GERALD GROW 2005 |LIGHT
HAROLD WOLTZEN 2004 |PARKS DONNA JAMES 2005 |EXE SVCS
KAY ACH 2004 |HUMAN SVCS LEO SHAW 2005 |PARKS
SHELLEY BERGSTRAND 2004 |VESTED GAIL TRAVERS 2005 |DHHS
GERALD L. BETTIS 2004 |LIGHT MARY WHITEHURST 2005 |HEALTH
JERRI DAVIS 2004 |SDOT NEIL E. FINLAYSON 2005 |METRO
JOHN W. DIEHL 2004 |LIGHT PATRICK McCULLOUGH 2005 |LIGHT

BILL KOLDEN 2004 |LIGHT ROBERT PAHLMAN 2005 |LIGHT
TONY KWAN 2004 |EXEC SVCS ALBERTO T. QUAN 2005 |FLTS & FAC
ROBERT LISTON 2004 |HUM SVCS TOM STUMPF 2005 |SPU
BRUCE LYON 2004 |FLTS & FAC ROGER BUGBEE 2005 |LIGHT
LINDA McHENRY 2004 |LIGHT ERNEST W. DUNSTON 2005 |SPU

JOHN SHADOFF 2004 |HEALTH LAURA GILBERT 2005 |SDOT

W. YOSH UENO 2004 |POLICE MICHAEL M. HERRIN 2005 |EXEC SVCS
STEVE BAILEY 2004 |LIGHT MARCIE HYATT 2005 |HEALTH
DON A. GANCHORRE 2004 |PARKS LINDA JEROCHIM 2005 |SPU

J. PATRICK McCMAHON 2004 |PARKS LORETTA GREEN 2005 |LIGHT
MELODY MOCIULSKI 2004 |ESD L. MELINDA JONES 2005 |SPU
JOANNE R. PERRY 2004 |PARKS ALLEN E. FOSS 2005 |PARKS
YONEL RIVERA 2004 |SDOT FAY KIDDER 2005 |PARKS

T. JOSEPH BERARD 2004 |LIGHT PEDRO (PETE) MARTIN 2005 |LIGHT
BRENT CROOK 2004 |NEIGHBORHDS RAQUEL T. BENNETT 2005 |LIGHT
NANCY PEARL 2004 |LIBRARY
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A Life Well-Lived

"People rarely
succeed unless
they have fun

in what they

are doing"

By Joyce Dickhout

Tndo Crrugia

Beaches

| was born in Chicago on the shores of Lake
Michigan but, because my little family moved
to California when | was four. | don’t remember
the Lake except that at the beach, the water
reached the horizon with no land in sight. One
of my early pictures show me in my cute little
swim suit on the sands of the Lake Michigan
beach.

The beach | do remember was Venice
Beach on the shores of the Pacific, west of
Los Angeles. My family often spent weekend
summer days lounging on the sand on a
blanket under a beach umbrella munching on

abandoned building. Seagulls dropping clams
finished off the glass skylights. In March 1953,
the Alki Natatorium was sold to a demolition firm
for $2,870 and razed.

In 1946 our family moved to house on Lake
Washington Blvd. South across the street
from the lake shore, not too far from Seward
Park. At that time the shores of the lake were
undeveloped but owned by the city. In 1903
Seattle had commissioned the famous Olmstead
Brothers, who were noted as the designers
of Manhattan’s Central Park, to develop a
comprehensive landscape plan for City Parks

a home-made picnic. | distinctly remember

being terrified when my beautiful young mommy The Author as a girl on the beach
Photo from Joyce Dickhaut

plunged into the water and swam through the
breakers and disappeared. | thought she was
gone forever until she reappeared but that’s how a kid’s mind
works.

One summer when | was seven or eight, | stayed with
my Aunt Dolly and Uncle Bill who lived at Venice Beach,
right on the boardwalk facing the ocean. My single mother
and grandparents all worked and | stayed with Aunt Dolly
during parts of summer vacation. In those days of “free
range” children, Aunt Dolly allowed me to go out alone and
wander around the beach, the stores, and most wonderfully,
the fascinating amusement park pier which had every ride
imaginable from the merry-go-round to a huge roller coaster.
My instructions were to not go near the water, do NOT talk to
strangers and come back when | got hungry. It was a different
world then and life seemed so simple for an obedient little girl.

| survived that summer and we moved to Seattle when
Mommy married a Seattle man, my new Daddy, when | had
just turned nine. We lived in an apartment on 30th and Yesler
which was walking distance from Madrona Beach on Lake
Washington. It seemed like a short walk to a kid but | checked
recently and the distance down Lake Dell Avenue is almost
a mile from our apartment to the beach. Nevertheless, | was
allowed, at grade school age, to walk there to swim and spend
summer days at the beach. No adults, no cell phones, no life
jackets; just a kid on her own, sometimes with a friend or two.
| think Madrona is where | taught myself to swim and never
had any fear of the water. | was so pleased with myself when
| was able to swim to the raft at the beach on my own.

When | was twelve, my parents moved to West Seattle.
Alki beach was the nearest possibility for swimming. But
at that time, the actual beach was

and boulevards, to link the parks and shorelines
which would be city-owned and accessible to
the citizens. They began their work in Seattle
which spanned 34 years and culminated in the
design of 37 parks and playgrounds. Park planners across
the country recognized Seattle’s Olmsted Park system as one
of the more comprehensive and best preserved in the United
States. We would not have Woodland Park, Volunteer Park,
Green Lake, or the Arboretum, among others, without them.

Where our family lived, all we had to do was step across
the street to the grassy area down a short path to our own
kind of private beach. There was no public parking nearby
so we and our neighbors had the place to ourselves. Now
the city has developed the shoreline along Lake Washington
Blvd. With plentiful public parking areas to make the shoreline
available to everyone, which is as it should be. But our family
enjoyed having our own little beach.

Swimming was always a part of my summer activity and
when | married and had two children, one of my first priorities
was to have them become swimmers. We lived near the
Olympic Swim School on Lake City Way, the pool now
paved over and replaced with an office building. | took the
kids to lessons until they “graduated” and became proficient
swimmers although my four-year-old son was stubborn. He
refused to get completely in the water and the young life-
guard teacher finally picked him up, carried him to the end of
the diving board and threw him in. My son came up sputtering
and paddled to the pool edge and my waiting arms. | was
appalled but subsequently he obeyed the teacher perfectly.

We moved to a house adjacent to the Wedgwood Swim
Club next to Waldo Dahl Park in northeast Seattle. In their
growing-up years my kids lived at that pool and participated
in the swim team which competed with teams all over the city.

unappealing, dirty, littered with driftwood
and debris, and not attended to. The
water was colder than the proverbial
well-digger’s “nose” and few people
actually swam there. However, there
was an appealing alternative. The
city-owned Alki Natatorium, or the “Nat”

was a very large heated indoor salt-

rrrrr

AP

Swimming became a major part of their
growing up.

A swimming pool had replaced the
beaches of my past. | now live in a
condo complex that has a beautiful
swim pool. My kids, who are now
senior citizens, did not have the beachy
B ecxperiences that | loved. These days

| one kid lives in Florida and the other in

water pool located next to the beach.
It was enclosed with glass panes like
a greenhouse and provided life guards and
sometimes entertainment. It was popular during
the time my family lived in West Seattle but
met an unfortunate end. By the late 1940’s the Natatorium
had fallen into disrepair. In 1948, Seattle voters approved
funds for refurbishment of the pool plus a fieldhouse The bids
came in $50,000 over budget so in 1952 the city settled for

a compromise fieldhouse that did not include the natatorium.
Afterward vandals smashed virtually every window in the

The Alki Natatorium, 1905
Photo Courtesy MOHAI and Paul Dorpat

Arizona and they each have their own
swimming pools. But to me a pool can
never quite replace the beach. Gl

Do you want to give feedback to Joyce about this
story or anything else?

Email Joyce at joycedever@comcast.net
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The Passionate Reader

By Denise Hauck

“Christmas with You”
Nora Roberts, 1989, 345 pages

This book is a fictional story of love, conflict
and justice.

Laura, at seven months pregnant and
escaping her past, gets stuck in a snowstorm
and is stranded near a cabin in the woods. Her
savior, Gabriel, lives here and provides a safe
home for her for as long as she wants to stay.

Her mother-in-law attempts to gain custody
of Laura’s child.

| won’t give away the ending, but needless to
say, it is a happy Christmas.

Nora Roberts has written many romance stories and is a #1
New York bestselling author of over 200 books. She lives in
Maryland.

“Feels Like Home: A Song for the Sonoran Borderlands”
Ronstadt, Linda, Lawrence Downes (Author), Bill Steen
(Photographer) 2022 Kindle Edition 400 pages

This memoir of Linda Ronstadt is filled with
history from the mid-1800s

The story begins with her great-
grandparents. Friederich Ronstadt emigrated
from Germany and later joined the Mexican
army. He married a Mexican, and he brought
her to Tucson, Arizona where Linda was born.

Linda continues to tell her story through
songs, recipes and pictures. She includes
scrumptious family recipes describing edible

desert plants, copies of love letters written by

her ancestors, and many color photos are in

the e-book. Over 30 of her favorite songs are listed, explaining
why and who wrote or performed them. There are many
colorful photos of family, friends, and scenery.

She talks about the border crossings in Nogales from the
perspective of a person who expects to be housed and fed by
others. She is outspoken on her controversial opinions on the
current border. Linda Ronstadt has crossed the border many
times to visit with friends and relatives. One chapter is devoted
to her political opinion on the border. Although her heart and
soul are with the Mexican people, Linda Ronstadt has chosen
to live in San Francisco, California.
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Thank you ARSCE member, former Mayor, Greg Nickels,
for your leadership and vision, and thank you to all the
City employees who made this wonderful new park
possible. (And to David Horsey for the great drawing.)

Christmas, Linda Ronstadt, A Sci Fi Tale,

School Bullying and Harlem

“Heat Stroke” Rachel Caine 2004 337 pages
This is Book Two of nine in the Weather Warden series.

Sci-Fi fantasy of Weather Wardens
and Djinn. Joann, our hero, is a Weather
Warden who is murdered. Then through
sacrifices made by a male admirer she is
reborn into a very powerful Djinn.

Full of bad-guy versus good-guy action
and the inevitable love issues.

An interesting story on attempts to control
weather and relationships.

Rachel Caine was the pen name of
Roxanne Longstreet Conrad. Roxanne passed in 2020, but
her books live on through her Stillhouse Lake series co-
authored with Carrie Ryan.

“nineteen minutes” Jodi Picoult 2007
455 pages plus questions for a book club

In this fictional story, Jodi Picoult explores
the far-reaching issue of school bullying.

The author researched mass shootings
by learning to use a firearm and talking with §
the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office who
investigated the Columbine shootings. She
also talked with judges and many survivors
of school shootings. Their insight helped
her get into the mindset of the shooters
and those affected by the crime.
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Peter Houghton, the main character,
is the high school outcast. The bullying, humiliation and
attacks on his property and his body, started on his first day in
kindergarten. In a small town, he had only a couple of friends.
The final humiliation that set off his plan of attack was the
betrayal by his dreamed of sweet-heart.

There is back story and shifting time lines, so the action
occurs before page 25. That was too early for me. The scene
cuts, and then goes back 17 years.

Jodi Picoult’s research helped to make the fictional story
read close to journalism. She lives in New Hampshire.

“Passing” Nella Larsen 2021, 171 pages e-book

An appropriate title, Passing is historical fiction originally
published in 1929. There are about five editions, with the last
edition published in 2021, along with the movie released in the
same year.

The story is set in Harlem, New York and follows two women
of mixed race. Childhood friends, they reconnect in adulthood
after many years of separation. Clare identifies as a white
woman, and Irene identifies as a black woman. They compare
notes about the opposite paths their lives took and the
emotional and financial sacrifices made to seek acceptance in
society.

How many times can you say the same thing in different
ways? Full of tautology, the writing has an overuse of
descriptive words and restatements of the same thoughts.
Thus, making the read quite tedious.

Nella Larsen wrote two novels. Born in 1891 she worked as
a nurse until her death in 1964. Gh

Write to Us!
We love letters and comments.
arscenews(@arsce.org
So you don't like to write?
We will do the writing for you!
Email us and ask!
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Sister City Blues

By Joe Matthias

It was 1952 and the country
had a new leader. Dwight D.
Eisenhower, commander of
all the allied forces in Europe
that eventually overthrew Germany’s Third
Reich and ended World War Two, had just
been elected president. New to the political
field, “Ike” as he was nicknamed moved
through his first term cautiously learning
as he went. Consequently, he had a fairly
uneventful first term. Then, in 1956, he was
soundly re-elected to a second term. Now
a seasoned legislator, his first act was to
sign the Federal Aid Highway Act, which
resulted in the construction of the national
freeway system we all enjoy today. This
is often recognized as among his greatest
achievements. But lesser known, and also signed into law by
him in 1956, was the formation of Sister Cities International,
which established the groundwork for individual cities to
actively correspond with other cities from around the globe.
Though the concept actually began in 1931 when Toledo, Ohio
signed a cooperation pact with Toledo, Spain joining them,
it took until 1956 to expand it as “lke” envisioned. Today,
at sixty-nine years young, Sister Cities International has in
excess of 560 sister cities around the country who correspond
with over 2300 cities internationally covering 150 countries.

In 1967 the Town Affiliations Association was founded by the
federal government. This allows a platform for the federal
government to work with and assist cities and towns on a
needs basis.

Seattle, from its meager beginnings on the shores of Alki, to
its recognized position as an international shipping and tourist
port in 1956, jumped at the opportunity.

Dwight Eisenhower, “lke”
U. S. Federal Gov’t Photo via
Wikimedia Commons

law by the President in 1956 guidelines were
established on how Sister Cities International would
operate. Essentially cities involved are to set up
independent nonprofit committees, for lack of a
better word, made up of volunteers, local business
icons, and appointees, to handle all correspondence
with their counterparts in the sister city, interact with
| their own city, the council and mayor, as needed,
| and promote ongoing good will with that country.
Interaction with a sister city could be about trade,
culture, industrial needs, tourism, or any number
of other common interests. It would be set up as a
nonprofit, as | already stated, each incorporated
with a 501¢3 nonprofit status for tax exemption
purposes.

So, | said to myself, does the one nonprofit deal

with all the sister cities a particular city may have?
The answer was a resounding no. Each sister city needs its
own nonprofit committee and each its own 501c3 tax exempt
status. Each deals independently with city government and
the various departments therein for their needs, whether
monetary or just support. Technically, as far as | could find,
there are no tax dollars designated toward sister cities, but
reality says that isn’t true. It’s just a matter of how it gets
done, though | would wager it still isn’t s great deal of moola
over the vast expanse that is the city budget. This process
has to get out of hand with twenty hands looking for a meal. In
fact, it did, so the city, in all its wisdom, established the SIAAB.
That is short for Seattle International Affairs Advisory Board.
This board acts as the intermediary dealing with all twenty of
the sister city committees, siphoning down their information
and requests, and delivering what is needed to the various city
departments, the city council and/or the mayor.

In 1957 Seattle established sister

city relations with Kobe, Japan, its
first. In 1973 Tashkent, Uzbekistan
joined Seattle’s growing list becoming
the first ex-soviet country anywhere
to enjoy sister city relations. To date
Seattle has twenty sister city affiliations
covering nearly all continents. Of
these six are in southeast Asia, three
in Asia proper, seven in Europe, and
the rest from Africa, the middle east
and elsewhere. In 1966 Seattle put

Although this topic seemed a little
boring; okay, maybe a lot boring, | was
really curious as to how many sister cities
Seattle had. My before article guess was
under ten. Funny thing, though. In the
State of Washington forty-seven cities
and towns have international ties through
the sister city program. Including Seattle’s
twenty, they interact with 122 cities from
around the world with no duplicate cities
1 found. | found that kind of amazing.

Guess I've yammered on long enough.

a moratorium on acquiring new sister
cities, noting budgetary constraints as
their prime reason. | would have to
assume Tashkent was an exception
given its unique position in the world.

So, you might ask, just how does this all work, and what
does it cost? Good questions. | was going to ask the same
things myself. It kind of goes like this. When signed into

Korean Pagoda in Daejeon Park, Seattle

Daejeon, Korea is a Seattle Sister City
Photo by Bill Schrier

Any longer and | will have overstayed my
welcome and must be thrown out the door.

Gib - Duffer Out

Do you want to give feedback to Joe about this story
or anything else?

Email Joe at joe_matthias@yahoo.com

Gas Works Park

Mike Waller helped create this park. More about his
role and other memories of Mike on page 10.

Receive a Hand Crafted Birthday Card!

Everyone loves getting pleasant
surprises in the Postal Service mail.
ARSCE Board Member Linda Rogers

LOVES making personal, unique cards.
Linda wants to send cards to any
ARSCE member. All you need do

is send in your birthday month
and mailing address to Linda at:

mybirthdaymonth@arsce.org
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Stories of Japan

The Man in the Ticket Machine

By Mike Herrin

takes place in 1997. At that time, it
was much more difficult to navigate

O T RO, e e

Preface: This following story By 2 R

._~’.."‘-":'__'3§-~E¥,i="-.-"" — ¥ The ticket machine intimidated me.

Knobs, buttons, levers, and not much
e English, or at least | couldn’t figure out

Japan without understanding some R Wy ¢ e e e E2R S F Al | how to access the English. It looked
of the Japanese language, called oy LA T RV .\\”‘ir_ Nt \ !_:‘1 ' | like what might be a large flight control
Nihongo. It is much easier today in I o _ Hi‘ I}‘ .JJ; panel on an interstellar spaceship. |
2025, as the signage and instructions feilititss, i A 5 1NH did my best. | inserted what | thought

are almost all presented in English as AN
well as Japanese of course, and other  [-= 52" Bl o vime

XA ' o / v+ to be the required Yen ¥, for the four

-‘__:,—.s'?,—u-,.-:'-’f: = -x---" | of us, pushed the buttons, waited, and

languages as well, and the processes o ' = = nothing happened. OK, maybe I didn't
to figure out which trains to take, and GG 1744 ';+ ?13 TG e = put enough Yen in. | repeated the
how to purchase the train tickets have |- o= ¥ process, and still nothing happened,
been greatly simplified with the use of Tokyo Subway Map no tickets. One more try, and again,
technology. Image from the Tokyo Metropolitan Bureau of Transportation no tickets. Now, my family, especially

August 1997, Ueno, Tokyo, Japan.

We had been standing in front of the subway ticket machine
at the Nezu Station in the Ueno area of Tokyo for 10 minutes
or so trying to figure out how to purchase tickets. Me, my two
teenage sons, and my wife decided to take the subway to
Tokyo Station rather than a taxi. So, there we were watching
hundreds of locals quickly purchasing tickets from the big
machines on the wall, placing them into the turnstile ticket
receptacle and passing down into the station. | was closely
studying their actions and movements to see if | could figure
out what to do. There must be some pattern.

With some confidence, | moved closer to the machine to
attempt to purchase our subway tickets. | studied the large
train and subway route map located above the ticket machine
trying to figure out how to get to Tokyo Station and determine
how much it would cost. The map was overwhelming
with what seemed to be hundreds of color-coded lines
crisscrossing each other, blinking lights depicting major stops,
all with only a smattering of English here and there. This was
1997. There was no Google Translate to help me decipher
the map. In fact, there was no Google at all, and no smart
phones for that matter. We didn’t even have simple cell
phones with us. Our source of information was the physical
copy of the Lonely Planet Tokyo Guide, and it certainly did not
include an interactive translation tool.

My confidence was waning a bit. By studying the subway
route map, | believe | determined that we would need to
transfer to the Marunouchi Line at Otemachi Station in order to
get to Tokyo Station. That seemed to be a daunting task. How
do we do that? How does that work? | would worry about that
later, first things first. Time to purchase the tickets to get us
there.

my two teenage boys were getting

frustrated with me at this point. “C’'mon
Dad, how come everyone else can get tickets?” Or words to
that effect.

It was August, it was hot, brutally hot and humid. | was
starting to sweat from the heat, humidity and the pressure.
OK, | gave it one more try. Once again, | inserted a handful
of Yen and pushed the buttons. By this time, | thought |
had entered enough Yen to buy one of those subway cars.
Still, nothing happened, no tickets. Intimidated, frustrated,
dejected, and defeated. | stood there looking at the machine
not knowing what to do.

| was just about to turn to my family and say we should
abandon this subway train effort and take a taxi. Then all of a
sudden, and to my great surprise, a small door in the machine,
right at my eye level, opened up and a man stuck his head
through the opening and started addressing me in rapid-fire
Nihongo (Japanese language). It shocked me. What...??
There was a man inside of the ticket machine. What...?? |
had no idea what he was saying, but | could tell he was
frustrated with me and my failed attempts at purchasing
the tickets. He quickly handed me four tickets, closed the
little door and disappeared. This all happened within a few
seconds. | was in shock. | was dumbfounded and gob-
smacked by the fact that there was a man inside the ticket
machine watching my actions and then coming to my rescue.
Incredible. Was he always there inside that ticket machine?
| turned to my family, held the four tickets up high and said,
“Hey, look what | did, | got the tickets, let’s go.”

We took the tickets, rode the subway and had a good day
in Tokyo. Well, at least | can’t remember any other significant
mishaps. All these many years later | periodically think back
to the man inside that ticket machine and continue to thank
him for helping us that day. | wonder if he is still there, at the

As our President Pat Kirkness related in her
message on page 1, in a 2012 edition of the
News, the editor at that time found a photograph on the
Internet and used it without permission. It was copyrighted
and just this summer the photographer sent us a demand
letter. As Pat said, the issue is now resolved.

The problem wasn’t so much that the photo was used in
the print edition, but rather that the print edition was posted
on our website, arsce.org, and the photo could be easily
found in a Google or Bing image search.

Nezu Station, inside that ticket machine? Gh
Letter from Your Editor
By MajorBS, Bill Schrier Changes tO Our Cages
To paraphrase the lyrics to the Paul Garfunkel As a result, you are seeing some changes in this latest
song “At the Zoo”, you are seeking changes to edition - and all future editions. As your editor, | will specify
the “cages” of the ARSCE News. the source for all images and photos used in each edition

of the News. I'll make sure we have permission to use the
images and photos, either via a Creative Commons license
or the direct permission of the photographer or artist.

And all the past editions of the ARSCE News are
removed from arsce.org, because we cannot verify the
source and license for every photo used in them. This
edition and future editions edited by me will be posted, but
only after a three month delay. The best way to get the
most current edition is simply to become a member and give
us your postal mailing address. Gl
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KRISTINE BROOME, HSD
MARK JAEGER, SPU

Memorials

Joe Mickelson in memory of Roger Smuck, SPU and Karen
Meadows, spouse of John Masterjohn

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

CIRILDO RIDRIGUEZ, SDOT

MARION SCICHILIONE, LIBRARY

Donations

Gary Farr and Connie Patmore-Farr

In Memory

Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members; those with an (R) were members of RCLEA. With this issue, ARSCE is collaborating
with RCLEA to help make sure we don’t miss City Light employees. The information for anyone listed here is minimal. We really would like to
hear from any reader about others who should be listed, or about your memories of those who have passed, such as the memory of Michael A.
Waller below. More recent information is often posted on the ARSCE Facebook page, and you can post there too.

Richard J Anderson*
Seattle Transportation
Retired Dec-1989
Passed 7/30/2025

Robert Bates
Engineering
Passed 8/7/2025

Edward Britting*
Metro Transit
Retired May-2025
Passed 7/7/2025

Terrence Breidenbach
City Light
Passed 7/24/2025

Gary Carter
Water Department
Passed 8/20/2025

Stephen F. Chin*
Human Services
Retired Apr-2004
Passed 6/3/0/2025

Jeffrey Christiansen
Parks Department
Passed 8/25/2025

Philip Cruse*
Police Department
Retired Oct-1992
Passed 6/14/2025

Carolyn Denning

Juanita Nordin*®
Police Department
Retired Sep-1989
Passed 8/7/2025

Jane Olsen

Information Technology Health

Passed 6/27/2025

Frances Duffy

City Light

Passed 7/3/2025

Passed 8/1/2025

Kenneth Pausch*
Engineering

Retired Jan-1990
Passed 7/12/2025

Jeannette Gaither

Fleets & Facilities
Passed 6/1902925

John Pino
Police Department
Passed 7/11/2025

Karen Henderson

Parks Department
Passed 7/7/2025

Christopher Plumridge
Seattle Public Library
Passed 6/29/2025

James Kelley

City Light

Passed 7/20/2025

Vicki Lord
City Light

Passed 7/7/2025

James Smith*

Seattle Public Utilities
Retired Jul-2011
Passed 4/28/2025

Richard Stockinger
City Light
Passed 7/21/2025

Remembering Michael A. Waller, 1942 - 2025
ARSCE Member who passed on 23 July 2025

Mike time spent in Africa in the Peace Corps and a
fulfilling career serving as the Director of the Woodland
Park Zoo. Mike also had a keen eye for photography and
pursued his hobby at every opportunity. ARSCE member
Kevin Clark remembers Mike “in three icons - project manager to build
the original Seattle Aquarium on the waterfront, for converting the toxic
old Gasworks Park into one our best parks, and securing the financial
future of the Woodland Park Zoo by privatizing it and building many new
exhibits”. Member John Okamoto said Mike was his supervisor early

in the formation of Seattle’s Office of Management and Budget. John
remembers him as bright, encouraging and kind. Member John Anthony
agrees and adds Waller always had a good sense of humor. Member

and Past Zoo Director David Towne said Mike “helped keep me out of
budget jail” while Towne was at the Zoo. Members Ken Bounds and Greg
Nickels both remembered Mike as a dedicated public servant. G

Saburo Tsuboi
Seattle Transportation
Passed 8/16/2025

Edward Vaughn

City Employees Retirement
System

Passed 8/10/2025

Michael Waller*

Parks Department
Retured Sep-2002
Passed 7/23/2025

Arthur Ward
Personnel-Temp. Employee
Svcs.

Passed 6/25/2025

Gay Westmoreland
Construction & Land Use
Passed 8/10/2025

Bonnie Wood

Personnel - Temp. Employee
Svcs.

Passed 8/11/2025

Dora Wrenn
Legislative Department
Passed 8/22/2025

Send us Your Memories of City

Retirees

Each of us has worked with amazing
City of Seattle employees, often for
over 30 years. If you have memories of
someone who has passed, let’s publish
them, like the memory of Mike Waller
at the left. Send them to arscenews@
arsce.org or call Editor Bill Schrier at
206.255.2156 and he will do the writing

for you.

You can also post obituaries and
your memories on the
ARSCE Facebook Page.

Photo of Mike Waller is from his Facebook profile
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Ramblin’ Roads

By Alan Brittenham

This event has been going on for some years now, but it was
the first time for us, due to a timely invite from my sister.

Down in the Kent Valley, on a stretch of land sandwiched
between the railroad tracks north of S 277th and the East
Valley Highway, is a park-like acreage belonging to an outfit
called Binford’s Metals, another name for a junkyard that has
been there for many years.

There is an old country road, 78th Ave. S, that connects with
277th at a light just up the hill from E. Valley and dead-ends
at the wrecking yard about a half mile up the road. The family
that owns the property decided to create a car show venue
featuring local cover bands, and for that purpose build a nice
professional stage with a paver patio out front. The grassy field
that extends from there about 100 yards south to the edge of
the property has room for 50 or more show cars, along with a
few hundred spectators. The fringes of the property contain a
collection of antique vehicles, including cars, trucks, fire trucks
and tractors.

The best part of it is that everything is free! You can show
your car for free, park in the lot for free, and dance to the music
for free! It happens every Friday, according to their website,
facebook.com/binfordsfieldofdreams/

An event like this brings out the local car people in their
personal cars, and the variety runs the gamut. | lost count
of the Camaros, Corvettes, and ’55-6-7 Chevies that showed
up, along with multiple Fords and
Chrysler products, mostly hot
rods, but lots of originals also. We
followed a guy in who was driving a
’55 Lincoln Continental that looked
like he bought it new and parked it in
his garage, only to emerge on days
like these to bask in its former glory.
Others, like the early ‘60s slab sided
Lincoln and so many other daily
drivers, bore the marks of life on the

Binford’s Field of Dreams

B

BinfondsiEield of Dreams .

Classic Cars at Binford’s
Photo Courtesy Tiki’s Car Meet Viog

horse who has been there
and done that. Gas guzzlers
ruled the roost down there.

Close to the stage was a group of covered tables and chairs
set up for about a dozen food vendors, including a cherry
old Ford pickup that had been converted to a beer and wine
vendor, with good local beer on tap (Manny’s and Bodhizafa)
to compare with the Bud and Coors light swill that some folks
prefer. There were multiple BBQ booths, burgers and hot
dogs, even an ice cream trailer.

This is a natural event, like a dog show for cars, that brings
out the people who own and love them. You will not see
the ultra-expensive show car types down here. No trophies
are awarded, no videos are generated
to show on YouTube or Instagram.
Fortunately, the younger generation
appears to be taking up the slack, as the
old guys age out, and their kids take their
old cars under their wings, and carry on
| the tradition.

This is also the perfect venue for such
a thing, while it lasts. | urge you to show
up for one if you feel the attraction.

street with the pride of an old war

Photo by Alan Brittenham
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Engineers’ Luncheon: Seattle Engineering Department (
And SDOT and SPU) retirees don’t presently meet. Call
Barbara Graham @ 206.356.8606; Harvey Knizek @
206.526.1251; or Colleen Brown @ 206.244.6489 for
information or to suggest a place to meet.

RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association)
Lunches: If you retired from City Light, you will be able to
access the newsletter here: www.rclea.net. If you wish to
receive an email notice of our newest edition, send your
email address to Tom Parks tomparks2@msn.com

Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on
the second Wednesday of each month.

Transit Retirees (South End): Meet at the Burien Elks
Lodge at South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third
Saturday of the month at 8:30AM for breakfast. Contact Al
Ramey at 206.243.8504.

Bring lawn chairs and sun screen. The
schedule is on the website. :-{)} ah

Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are no longer held
as far as we know. The 125th Street Grill is permanently
closed. If you know more, email arscenews@arsce.org.

Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End): This group meets
at Shari’s Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first
Saturday of each month.

METRO Retirees’ Lunch: This group meets at 11:00AM
the second Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and
Nov. at the Crazy Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in
Mountlake Terrace. At 11:00AM on the second Wednesday
of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., and Dec. The group meets
at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at 13500 Interurban
Ave. So. in Tukwila. For information call Lonnie Sewell at
206.915.1415.

Another Retired Transit Group: This group meets the
1st Saturday of the month at the Family Pancake House
located at 238th & Aurora at 7:30AM.

Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD. This group
meets at 11:30AM the first Monday of the month at the
Feast Buffet, 485 Renton Center Way SW, Renton

Please check with your group before attending. Some
organizations might be staying home due to continuing

Covid-19 concerns.
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RSCE’s Ho nday Luncheon
Wednesday, December 10th, 2025
West Seattle Golf Course
4470 35th Ave. SW, Seattle

Doors open at 11:30 AM
11:30AM: No-host bar and visit with friends
Lunch served at noon - Cost: $35 per person

Menu: Festive buffet with meat entrée, sides,
dessert, coffee, and tea

(Soda, beer and wine available at an extra cost.) o
Reservations must be received by

Wednesday, December 3 -~ no exceptions!

Go to arsce.org, click on the “Holiday Luncheon”

link on the home page or complete and mail

the form below with your check

Holiday Gift Exchange (Voluntary)

To participate, bring a wrapped gift,
value $20-$25 with the donor’s name on the gift.
(Couples bring two gifts)

You need to be present toreceive a gift.

#,3#&

ARSCE Holiday Luncheon

Reservations must be received by
Wednesday December 3, 2025
Q (Refunds for cancellations received by Dec 3)

1
I
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I
I
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NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE ZIP
EMAIL

PHONE DONATION $
Number Attending = x $35 each=§

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $

MAIL TO: ARSCE 2025 Holiday Luncheon

P.O. BOX 75385, SEATTLE, WA 98175-0385

—————————————J

Get your ARSCE Discount!
Seahawks October 20, December 14 and 18
Logos shown are examples of organizations and venues
offering discounts and may not offer a current discount. Go to
the discount webpage below to see the current discounts.
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www.arsce.org/discounts/ Y

ARSCE
Member
Discount
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Upcoming ARSCE Calendar

Deadline for Jan/Feb Issue is December 31

Wednesday, November 12
Wednesday, November 12
Thursday, November 13
Wednesday, December 10
Thursday, December 11
Wednesday, December 31
Thursday, January 8
Wednesday, January 14
Wednesday, February 11
Thursday, February 12
Wednesday, March 11
Wednesday, March 11
Thursday, March 12
Friday, March 13
Wednesday, April 8
Thursday, April 9

ARSCE Board Meeting

News Deadline Jan/Feb 2026
SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Holiday Party

SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
News Deadline Mar/Apr 2026
SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
ARSCE Board Meeting 10 AM
ARSCE Board Meeting 10 AM
SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Board Ballots Due

Spring Luncheon

SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
News Deadline May/June 2026
ARSCE Board Meeting 10AM
SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM

~ARSCE~

Application for Membership:
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees

Name Tel. No.
Address

City State Zip
Date Retired From Dept.

Email Address:

(Your email is for official ARSCE business only. We will never share it with anyone else.)

Annual Dues: $20.00 (7/1-6/30)

SEND NO CHECK NOW!

Dues will be deducted from your July pension check.
(Membership becomes official upon collection of automatic dues deduction.)

Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization

To: The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’
Retirement System:

The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle
Employees’ Retirement System to deduct from my retirement,
beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly
established from time to time by the Association of Retired Seattle
City Employees (ARSCE). Until further written notice by me to The
Retirement System Office, such deduction shall be made annually
from my July allowance and shall be paid to Association of Retired
Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385.

/ /
Date (Mo./Day/Yr.)

Signature

Mail to: Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385




