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Leszek Chudzinski*, Mike Nagan, Nancy Ahern*, Linda Rogers,
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Outgoing Vice-President John Masterjohn

September 10:
ARSCE Fall Picnic
Edmonds City Park

Register Today! .
Details on Page 12

By Pat Kirkness

OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hi ARSCE members,

There’s nothing like summer in Seattle. | am so grateful that | was born here
and can experience the Northwest’s beauty and moderate weather.

It's a privilege to be your next ARSCE President. | am very lucky to work
with a group of dedicated officers: Vice-President (and News Editor) Bill
Schrier, Treasurer Elizabeth Paschke, Financial Secretary Hillary Hamilton,
and Recording Secretary Linda Rogers. A lot of behind the scenes work is
done by them (such as finance and accounting and filing and reporting to
agencies), Although their work is often invisible to our members, it is critical
to keeping ARSCE humming along.

I’'m excited about this coming year because we have an excellent group of
committee chairs and | expect our committees will be strong and active. Over
the summer, Bill Schrier and | created a handbook with detailed committee
workplans for our Board. After it was released | got in touch with all Board
members to find out which committee(s) would be the best fit for them.

Committees are the lifeblood of ARSCE and | will be following the work and
activities of each of them (see list on page 4). In each upcoming newsletter,

| will give you updates on what each committee is doing. Also please know
that ARSCE members are welcome to join a committee - you don’t need to be
on the Board. If you are interested email me at: arsce.pres@gmail.com.

And when you have a minute, check out our excellent and comprehensive
website: ARSCE.org. You can find a ton of information of interest to
members. Jeannette Voiland does an outstanding job keeping it up-to-date.

Finally...don’t forget our next lunch: It’'s a Picnic in the Park on September
10 at Edmonds City Park. Read more about it on page 12. This will be a
fun change to our regular luncheon schedule. Don’t forget to register by
September 5. And bring your sunglasses and sunscreen! See you there!

Best Wishes, Pat - arsce.pres@agmail.com
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ARSCE has 1300 members
but only about 600 email
addresses. We only send one or
two messages a month and we

2.8 NEVER share it with anyone else.
low u:s-.*ml!l arscenews(@arsce.orq
YOUR E-MAIL
ADDRESS

ARSCE Board Officers
Pat Kirkness, President - arsce.pres@amail.com
Bill Schrier, Vice President, vice.president@arsce.org
Linda Rogers, Recording Sec'y, recording.secretary@arsce.org
Hillary Hamilton, Financial Sec'’y, financial.secretary@arsce.org
Elizabeth Paschke, Treasurer, treasurer@arsce.org
Jeannette Voiland, WWebmaster
Bill Schrier, Editor, arscenews@arsce.org

Board Members - Dept. Retired From - Term Expiration Date

Nancy Ahern SPU 6/2028
Alan Brittenham DAS 6/2027
Martha Burke SPU 6/2028
Kris Effertz Mayor 6/2028
Hillary Hamilton FFD 6/2027
Mike Harms SPU 6/2028
Pat Kirkness DolT 6/2027
John Masterjohn Eng 6/2027
Joe Mickelson SPU 6/2026
Mike Nagan DolT 6/2028
Elizabeth Paschke SDOT 6/2026
Nick Pealy SPU 6/2026
Linda Rogers SPU 6/2026
Bill Schrier Info Tech 6/2027
Jeannette Voiland SPL 6/2026
Terry Wittman Info Tech 6/2027
(vacant) 6.2026

Outgoing and now Retired Board Members
Thank you for your Service!

Bob Chandler SDOT 6/2025
Valerie Heide Mudra SPU 6/2025
Ed Steyh SPU 6/2025

Incoming Alternate Board Members as of July 1, 2025

Ann Beard Police 6/2026
Leszek Chudzinski SPL 6/2026
Ann Cisney SPL 6/2026

Essential Telephone Numbers

And Web Addresses
ARSCE: 206.683.5461
(Change of Address/Membership Questions)
Email: financial.secretary@arsce.org
Website: www.arsce.org

Community Living Connections 1-844-348-5464
(Information on available programs/services for older people,
adults with disabilities, anc caregivers.)

Email: info@communitylivingconnections.org
Website: www.communitylivingconnections.org

Personnel Department (Benefits): 206.615.1340
Email: benefits.unit@seattle.gov

Website: www.seattle.gov/Personnel/

206.386.1293 or
1.877.865.0079
(Retirement Checks/Health & Dental Benefits/General
Questions/Change of Address/Tax Withholding)

Email: retirecity@seattle.gov

Website: www.seattle.gov/retirement

Retirement Office:

About YOUR PENSION NEWS

ARSCE Board representatives attend SCERS
meetings consistently and we try to report on each
meeting for the newsletter. As retirees we have a
vital interest because the SCERS Board oversees
management of the retirement fund. These meetings are
open to the public in the SCERS offices in Seattle and
you can also attend via the internet. The SCERS website
has information on the meetings and the link to attend
is posted. You can also see the SCERS links on our
ARSCE website, wvw.ARSCE.org.

Background: SCERS Board of Administration

This Board is the governing body for the Seattle City
Employees Retirement System (SCERS), although the City
Council is the final decision-maker on some issues, such as
setting the retirement contribution rate on payroll. The board
may offer information and recommendations to the Council
on such issues. The Retirement board membership consists
of representatives from both active and retired employees,
elected by those two groups; the City Council Finance
committee chair is the retirement board chair; the City’s
finance director and human resources director serve as board
treasurer and secretary respectively, and a seventh at-large
member is chosen by these six board members. The agenda
for these meetings has some standard recurring items: public
comment is taken, if offered; the disbursements (retirement
payouts) are approved by consent, committee reports from
one of both of the standing committees, Investments and
Administration, are presented and discussed, and Executive
Director Jeff Davis reports. In addition to these standard
agenda items, there may be specific reports or information
presented by the investment management consultants, or the
contracted auditors, or similar special topics.

The Board of Administration hold public meetings, usually at
10AM on the second Thursday of each month in the SCERS
office or via video on the web. The SCERS website posts the
agenda and the video link about a week before each meeting.
Anyone can attend in person or via the web link. A member of
your ARSCE Board always attends and from time to time have
offered public comment. The SCERS board reviews issues
that matter to current employees and retirees, for example,
the City’s retirement contribution percentage. We urge our
readers to follow these issues. Read our articles and offer
comment if you wish by email or letters to the editor or to
Board members. Meeting minutes from all three committees,
plus Audit Reports, Valuation Reports, SCERS Board Policies
and Charters are posted on their website, https://www.seattle.
gov/retirement.

Statement of Ownership and Management

1) Owner and Publisher:  The Association of Retired Seattle
City Employees
Address: P.O. Box 75385
Seattle, WA 98175-0385
2) Title of Publication: ARSCE News
3) Frequency of issues: Six (6) issues each year.
4) Pat Kirkness, President
Bill Schrier, Vice President
Linda Rogers, Recording Secretary
Hillary Hamilton, Financial Secretary
Elizabeth Paschke, Treasurer
Jeannette Voiland, Webmaster
Bill Schrier, Editor
5) Bondholders, Mortgages, and Security Holders: None
6) The Association of Retired Seattle City Employees (ARSCE), is a
non-profit organization for educational purposes under section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions are tax-deductible.
Opinions stated by various writers are their own and do not necessarily
reflect the policy of ARSCE.
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YOUR PENSION NEWS

SCERS Board Approves Lease in Madison Centre - SCERS Moves in 2026;
Funding Ratio increases to 76%; City’s Contribution may Decrease

SCERS Board of Administration Meeting:
June 12, 2025
Reported by Bill Schrier

Bill Schrier attended in person. During public comment he
distributed copies of the ARSCE News to each member of the
Board and encouraged retired and active members to join.
Those still employed by the City still need to write a check
each year for membership dues - there is no option for payroll
deduction. City Finance Director Jamie Carnell agreed to
investigate the option of payroll deduction.

Sherri Crawford chaired the meeting, as Council Member
Dan Strauss was not present. The Board approved May
expenses of $24.956 million pension payroll, $468,741 in
office payroll (including estimated benefits), $396,337 in

administrative expenses and $1,001,961 investment expenses.

In May, 30 active employee members retired and 27 members
withdrew $712,553 from their retirement funds.

The investment committee reported about 10% of SCERS
funds are invested in Real Estate, below the target of 12%.
SCERS has outperformed the benchmark (for other pension
funds) due to international and non-core allocations. A 2018
staff research project found that globalizing
the Real Estate allocation would improve
returns®. The investment committee
recommended and the Board agreed to
invest €60 million in the Hines European
Property Partners Fund (HEPP).

The Board reappointed Dr. Cathy Cao
and Steven Hill to the Investment Advisory
Committee, each for a 3 year term. The
Board also revised the Private Funds
Exemption Policy and reaffirmed the
Investment Committee Charter*.

Next the Board authorized execution of a 12 year lease,
with an additional 5 year option for space on the 5th floor of
Madison Centre, which is across 5th Avenue to the southeast
from the Central Library. The new lease provides more space
but at less cost per square foot than the present Pacific
Building lease, with a flat 3% inflation rate for the 12 years.
There is direct elevator access and underground, validated,
parking for SCERS members. Madison Centre will build out
the space at no additional cost. The lease starts in September
2026 but SCERS can move in as soon as construction is
finished without extra cost.

Executive Director Jeff Davis reported Martha Coe was
re-elected with 80% of the vote to the Board’s active member
position.

The Board went into executive session. When it returned it
approved the retirement disability application of Lowrie Elaine
Longacre. The Board adjourned at 10:37 AM.

*See box “Board of Administration Background” at left on
page 2 for more information on these items.

SCERS Board of Administration
Virtual and In-Person Meetings
September 11, October 9, November 13 2025

SCERS Board Meeting
Watch Online Here

Go to the ARSCE Calendar or click on the link above.
A Microsoft Teams link is provided 24 hours
in advance the meeting.

Seattle City Employees'
Retirement System

SCERS Board of Administration Meeting:
July 10, 2025
Reported by Elizabeth Paschke

The meeting included a report on the 2025 Valuation study,
the 2025 audit, and a report on interest credited to members.

The 2025 Valuation Study* looked at the funding ratio for
the overall retirement fund. This ratio is a calculation of the
accumulated assets held by the fund as a percentage of the
overall liability, which is the projected retirement benefits to be
paid to all SCERS members. The study also informs whether
the contributions collected should be changed from year to
year, meaning the city should pay into the fund at a higher or
lower rate. SCERS’ goal is to achieve a 100% funding by the
year 2042. This study reported the ratio improved from 75.8%
in 2024 to 76% and an improvement from the 66.5% percent
ratio of 2016. Investment returns play the major role in
improving the ratio, but it is also affected by salary increases
and other factors. The study stated the City could lower its
contribution from the present 15.17% of salaries to 15.06%
starting in 2026. Board member Blinder commented on this
action, in essence asking should we make this small change

if it is going to go up again? In the end,

‘ the Board recommended that reduction in
\ the City’s contribution. The City Council still
\ most act for it to happen.
' The Board then discussed the final 2025

audit. A brief report from the auditor stated
that the audit was risk-based and focused
on internal controls. The audit reported no
significant deficiencies and no adjustments
to controls were recommended. During
the period examined by the audit, the City
implemented a new payroll system, Workday, which caused a
high volume of payroll adjustments. The audit stated that the
SCERS was handling the changeover, making adjustments
as necessary.

The last issue considered was the rate used to credit
interest to member accounts. As of the year 2011 the rate
for crediting interest to contributions is set by the board and it
varies annually reflecting the state of the economy. In recent
years (2020 to 2025) the rate has been as low as 1.77% and
as high as 4.34%. The audit report recommended the rate be
set at 4.53%; the board accepted this recommendation.

The Executive Director update is the final regular agenda
item. At this meeting the director noted upcoming meetings
and noted that the investment committee is interviewing for a
member who will be brought to the board for action on their
recommendation at the August meeting.

This meeting included a Q1 2025 Performance Review
from the Investment Committee which will be described in the
next issue of the ARSCE News.

*The Valuation Report is online here: https://www.seattle.
gov/retirement/about-us/board-of-administration

More Information:

See SCERS Board of Administration website.
for Official Board Minutes and other publications
2025 Valuation Report by Milliman
2023 Audit Report by Cliftton Larson Allen
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CE Board News

The ARSCE Board met on July 9.

Officers. Incoming President Pat Kirkness said these officers
had agreed to continue in their roles and the Board approved
their appointment.

» Treasurer: Elizabeth Paschke

+ Financial Secretary: Hillary Hamilton
+ Recording Secretary: Linda Rogers
*  Web Editor: Jeannette Voiland

+ ARSCE News Editor: Bill Schrier

Elizabeth and Hillary would like to relinquish their roles at the
end of this fiscal year, June 2026. Any member can assume
the roles of treasurer or financial secretary. Contact Elizabeth,
Hillary or Pat for more info. See email addresses on page 2.

Committees. Kirkness announced the following committee
chairs:

* Legislation: Mike Nagan

* Elections: Nancy Ahern

*  Programs: Terry Wittman

*  Communications and Membership: Pat Kirkness

* Finance: Elizabeth Paschke

* Financial Review: Alan Brittenham.
Committee members are listed on the website:
https://arsce.org/committees/

Board Resignations. Helen Tsang and Mariella Cacdac
resigned from the Board. Alternate Linda Rogers was
appointed to fill one vacancy.

Membership. Financial Secretary Hillary Hamilton reported
we gained 43 new members the past fiscal year, a significant
number. Most members now pay through deduction from their
pension check in June. The Membership/Communications
committee prepares packets which are given to each new
retiree by SCERS. Then, later, Secretary Linda Rogers sends
cards in the postal mail as a follow-up.

Budget. Treasurer Elizabeth Paschke said the fiscal year
ended June 30 virtually even for income and expenditures.
The Board had passed the 2025-26 budget in the May
meeting.

Events. Program Chair Terry Wittman reported all
arrangements are in place for the “Picnic in the Park” on
September 10 (see page 12 of this issue).

Legislative. Chair Mike Nagan will schedule a committee
meeting. Board member Martha Burke is studying investment
results of the State PERS System compared to SCERS.
Martha also is investigating how the City of Everett joined
PERS, but that was in 1954.

The General Membership Meeting will be at the September
Picnic. The next Board Meeting is October 8 via zoom.

Council Member Hollingsworth Note

We found a surprise in the
ARSCE mailbox on July () il LU
21st - a note from Seattle Aoy 0F Qetives %ﬂ%ﬂ:ﬁm
City Council Member > o~
Joy Hollingworth. It says Ve y- B bt

“Thank you for keeping R Dl 5 G
me on your distribution list.
Great news & updates.
Enjoy retirement!”

Newsy = UPe il
lel‘ —-’357

The ARSCE 2025-26 Budget

By Elizabeth Paschke, Treasurer

The budget for Fiscal Year 2026 (July 2025 through June
2026) totals approximately $36,600 in estimated expenditures,
and approximately $36,350 in estimated revenues, with
an anticipated operating loss of $250. In preparing the
estimate, the revenues are based on current dues, and recent
experience with lunch attendance. Beside these two primary
sources of revenue, there are occasional donations as well
as interest earnings, both relatively small amounts. The
Association has savings that are held in separate accounts
and these savings offset deficits that may occur.

The budgeted expenditures include six different categories:
salaries and taxes for the officers plus the webmaster
and editor salaries; the vendors which provide newspaper
preparation and publication; the vendor costs related to the
website for hosting and maintenance; the lunch expenditures;
and the postal costs and bulk permit for mailing the
newspaper. Finally, there are occasional costs for supplies
such as envelopes, ballots for the election, printing of packets
which are given to each newly retiring employee by SCERS..
For example, this past year we purchased a portable
microphone for use in the luncheon program presentations.
Any unanticipated cost - such as the microphone - must be
presented to the board for approval.

The categories of costs and revenues in the budget have
not changed much over the years. Website costs are the
best example of something new, salaries remain essentially
unchanged for several years, while postage and the vendors
on the newspaper have increased over the years. Revenue
depends on dues and lunches. The costs and receipts are
monitored closely and reported at the monthly meetings and
action may be taken if necessary.

In conclusion, the budget is straightforward: dues and
lunches and the newspaper and internet communications
with members, The challenge continues to be increasing
membership and providing the lunches and newspapers that
members expect.

ARSCE 2025-26 Budget, 1 July to 30 June

Revenue:

« Dues 24,500
* Lunches 5,350
* Interest earning (CDs) 300
* Donations and Memorials 1,200
» Carryover from previous year 5,000
Total Estimated Revenue 36,250
Expenditures:

« Salaries 9,000
« Payroll tax 1,000
* Cost of Lunches 5,400
» Contingency for Lunches 800
*  Website and Internet, Zoom 1,500
+ Post Office Box Renewal 300
» Bulk Permit Postage - Newsletter 6,000
« Contingency for Postage 500
* Newsletter Printing, mailing service 8,400
» Materials: envelopes, ballots, etc. 3,700

Total Estimated Expenditures 36,600
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ARSCE Members Honor Roll
Retired in 2002 - 2003

ARSCE’s member database is not perfect. If any information listed below is incorrect, let us know. Financial Secretary Hillary
Hamilton financialsecretary@arsce.org copy Bill Schrier, ARSCE News editor at arscenews@arsce.org.

ARSCE Honor Roll

By ARSCE News Staff

NAME YEAR | DEPARTMENT NAME YEAR | DEPARTMENT
JAMES BERGLUND 2002 |METRO DARLENE HODGES 2002 |SPU
WILLIAM BLANKENSHIP 2002 |SPU WILLIAM LEWING 2002 |LIGHT
JOE S. GREENE 2002 |(LIGHT CARLIS NORVELL 2002 |FINANCE
MARGARET PARKER 2002 |PARKS BETTE ROBBINS 2002 [(SPU
ZORA SCHELL 2002 |LIGHT JOHNNY SHEK 2002 |PARKS
BETTY SCHERMERHORN 2002 |LIGHT VIOLET H. SUNDE 2002 |PARKS
DIANA GALE 2002 |[(SPU JAMES B. TAYLOR 2002 |[(DOIT
ROBERT J. SCHWARTZ 2002 |[(SPU EUGENE C. WANG 2002 |[(SPU
RAFAEL L. LIM 2002 (HEALTH BRUCE BARCHENGER 2002 |FLTS & FAC
DUANE MAKI 2002 |SPU ANNIE DANIELS 2002 |LIGHT
PAMELA MILLER 2002 |[(SPU KENNETH R. MORGAN 2002 |PARKS
KITTY PETERSON 2002 |POLICE WENDY WIENKER 2002 [PARKS
WALTER GOLDBERG 2002 | MUNI CRTS HEATHER WILSON 2002 |(HEALTH
PAULA GREEN 2002 |(LIGHT MARGUERITE BELLINGER 2003 |(LIGHT
ROBERT R. KNOBBS 2002 |(METRO CHRIS BEMIS 2003 |(HEALTH
STEINAR WILLANGER 2002 |HOUSING RICHARD BURGUNDER 2003 |SDOT
GARY BEAN 2002 |SPU GARY C. CLARK 2003 |HOUSING
KENNETH CROSS 2002 |(LIGHT PATRICIA T. COLSON 2003 |SPU
KATHLEEN MERRIGAN 2002 |(LIGHT MARDIE HOLDEN 2003 (PERSONNEL
JULIAT. MONET 2002 |POLICE PILAR NABLE 2003 |SPU
DOLLY PIKE 2002 |(FIRE DAVID DEFFERDING 2003 |SPU
RICHARD A. ROLETTO 2002 |[(SPU SHARON DIEL 2003 |[(SPU

JOY VANDERWERFF 2002 |PARKS JOAN A. PARKER 2003 |(LIGHT
MIRIAM GOURDINE 2002 |SEATRAN EDWARD STEYH 2003 |SPU

JOE MATTHIAS 2002 |LIGHT GEORGE SHUMAN 2003 |PARKS
WILLIAM R. MAXWELL 2002 |(LIGHT RICHARD L. SWANSON 2003 |(LIGHT
CLYDE R. ROBERTS Il 2002 |POLICE DIANE TARR 2003 |POLICE
BRUCE C. ROONEY 2002 |SEACTR TERRY HISSONG 2003 |TRANSIT
SATO SHIMIZU 2002 |SPU LEONARD PETERSEN 2003 |LIGHT
GERRY WILLHELM 2002 |(SEATRAN JODY OLVERA 2003 |(LIGHT
MARTY CHAKOIAN 2002 |DOIT CHARLES F. WHITE 2003 |SDOT
SHAUN O'KINSELLA 2002 | MUNI CRTS DOROTEO AGOSA, JR. 2003 |SDOT
DAVID PETERSON 2002 |(LIGHT JANET L. BLUMBERG 2003 |LIBRARY
CAROLYN M. VAN NOY 2002 |[(ETHICS & ELEC DARILYN STRAIGHT 2003 |POLICE
EARL BJORKMAN 2002 |LIGHT STEPHEN E. HAGEN 2003 |LIGHT
MARK CLEMMENS 2002 |SEATRAN DANIEL L. HAGGERTY 2003 |SPU
HARVERD M. GROSS 2002 |(FLTS & FAC MARILYN KETCHERSIDE 2003 |LIBRARY
RAIMO HANSKI 2002 |(LIGHT MARY L. McGEOUGH 2003 |(LIGHT
KAREN LOVELL 2002 |LIGHT VIOLA MEYERS 2003 |LIGHT
FRANK R. ALLEN 2002 |SPU CHARLES RANGEL 2003 |SPU
UMBERTO FURTADO 2002 |POLICE DARRELL REIMER 2003 |[(SPU
CHARLES HAALAND 2002 |PARKS MARILYN RING-NELSON 2003 |[LIBRARY
BRUCE McLEOD 2002 |FLTS & FAC JUDITH LORANCE 2003 |POLICE
MIKE NAGAN 2002 |DOIT ROY OLSON 2003 |LIGHT
LOIS ODLAND 2002 |[(SPU ALAN R. UNDERWOOD 2003 |(LIGHT
MORRIS SNOWDEN 2002 |FLTS & FAC PATRICIA L. EVANS 2003 |LIGHT
MIRIAM (MIMI) SUTTON 2002 |POLICE KATHLEEN PICHT 2003 | MUNI CRTS
MICHAEL A. WALLER 2002 |PARKS ROBERT ROSEBERRY 2003 |(SEATRAN
PRISCILLA CALL 2002 [(HOUSING SHIRLEY TUTHILL 2003 |(LIGHT
CARLA COLE 2002 |LEGIS JOHN CANDY 2003 |PARKS
VERNON R. CONNALLY 2002 |SPU ARDELL DANIELS 2003 |SPU
MARY ANN CRAWFORD 2002 |MUNI CRTS FORREST GAMBLE 2003 |[MUNI CRTS
CAROL J. EDRIS 2002 |POLICE WILLIAM C. BELKNAP 2003 |[(SPU
RASHAD EL-AMIN 2002 |SPU DOUGLAS BRADLEY 2003 |TRANSIT
PATRICIA ELDER 2002 |PARKS MARIE E. STRUM 2003 |PARKS
ANDREA FASTE 2002 [(HOUSING
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A Life Well-Lived

By Joyce Dickhout

"People rarely
succeed unless
they have fun

The Games People play

in what they
are doing"

Dale Carnegie

I've never held a video game controller or played Nintendo
or other video games now so popular with anyone who has
a phone, tablet, or desktop computer. (Isn’t that everyone in
the 21st century?) The one digital game | remember playing
was called Pong, one of the very first video games which
was created in 1972. My husband was hooked on crossword
puzzles, and he spent countless hours mastering Rubik’s
Cube.

| grew up before TV, and
our family loved card games. It
seemed as if there was always
someone ready for a game of
Gin Rummy, and if not, | could
always play Solitaire. We would
play on any handy surface
or set up a card table so we
could play cards, checkers,
which were kind of boring, or
Chinese checkers, a little more
interesting. | had a boyfriend
who taught me to play chess
which | loved, but | was not very accomplished at plotting the
strategy basic to winning.

When | attended the UW, | belonged to a sorority. After
classes, the girls who were not studious would hang out at
the sorority house and play cards and socialize. There was a
new game that was sweeping the country called Canasta. It
required four players, and two decks of cards plus four jokers.
| don’t remember the rules but it was not challenging to learn
or play. Some of the girls preferred bridge but that was too
serious for me. Bridge required concentration. | just was there
to socialize.

After college and marriage, my new husband decided
he wanted to take up bridge and was obsessive about it,
reading Charles Goren’s Contract Bridge book. He wanted
to get together with other couples who also played bridge. |
went along with it but | really didn’t enjoy cards. For a social
evening of bridge, | dreaded finding card tables set up with
what is called Duplicate Bridge. Duplicate is played with all the
hands at all the tables, pre-dealt and put into holders so that
at each table the hands at each position are all the same or
“duplicates.” Then the winners and losers are determined by
how expertly each hand is
played and the scores. Many
of the guys were Boeing
engineers and were very
competitive, but it was not
my idea of a fun evening out
of the house.

| did however enjoy
an evening away from my
husband and kids when my
girlfriends used to get together to play Mah Jong, the Chinese
game which was played with tiles rather than decks of cards.
It was not a demanding game so we just enjoyed being out
and the company of girlfriends; the game was secondary.

Many years later my second husband and | were visiting
my sister and her husband, She said she had a new board
game called Trivial Pursuit. | had never heard of trivia games
other than Twenty Questions. She hauled out this large
box and unloaded the paraphernalia: a large board, dice,
and boxes of cards. The game could accommodate several
players but the four of us were just right. We each chose
our markers, circular little plastic pies of different colors. |
won’t go into the play of the game, but the cards in the boxes
were all questions in specific categories such as sports or

geography, and one person was
designated to ask the questions.
The first question asked in our
game happened to be in the
geography category. | have to
confess that in grade schooal, |
was one of those obnoxious kids
who always seemed to be waving
my hand in the air, mentally
saying to myself, “ooh, ooh, pick
me, | know the answer”.

So, as our first Trivial Pursuit
throw of the dice indicated the question on the geography card
was “What is the largest of all the Japanese Islands”, | blurted
out “I know that — Honshu!” My sis looked at me disgustedly
and said “Wait your turn, Joyce!” My problem with playing
Trivial Pursuit was the winner was not necessarily the player
who knew the most answers. Winning depended on how the
dice fell and where they took you on the board. But I still love
that game as | do almost all board games.

Another encounter with cards was called “Pan”. | was
widowed and moved to Bellevue to be nearer to most of my
friends. One of my friends, an avid card and Mah Jong player,
said, “You have to join our Pan game. We need players.”

Pan is a card game requiring at least six players but preferably
seven or eight. For me, it was tremendously complicated and
| had to use notes to remember the play of the game. It was
played with eight decks of cards at a time and poker chips.
We took turns having the game at our houses, and when it
was my turn, | had to make a large investment in equipment:
eight new decks of cards,
poker chips with a carrying
case, plus a battery-
operated card shuffler,
because one couldn’t shuffle
eight decks by hand. The
equipment was too bulky and
cumbersome to carry from
one house to another, so we
each had our own. | think

| had a game at my house
about three times before the
pandemic devastated our get-togethers. We never revived our
game which did not hurt my feelings. Does anyone need a
battery-operated card shuffler?

This last July Fourth we got together with a few friends.
Sitting out on the deck viewing Puget Sound, we decided
to play a card game called Five Crowns. The rules were
confusing and we decided against keeping score because we
were all so bad at it. We laughed so much at each hand and
finally gave up. But all the confusion and laughing was worth
our failed attempts.

Card playing is not my favorite pastime but | must confess
| indulge in computer solitaire and free cell and find it relaxing,
but a terrible time waster. | have never been interested in
jigsaw puzzles either. | guess that is why they call games a
pastime. Actually, my favorite way to pass time is getting into
a good book. Time is the most valuable commodity we have
so why try to pass it away?

Do you want to give feedback to Joyce about this
story or anything else?

Email Joyce at joycedever@comcast.net
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The Passionate Reader

By Denise Hauck

“Smuggler’s Cove: Exotic cocktails, Rum,
and the Cult of Tiki”
Martin Cate and Rebecca Cate
2016 Hardcover 353 pages

Be prepared for your next tiki extravaganza
with this book written by renowned exotic cocktalil
experts and owners of Smuggler’s Cove in San
Francisco.

SMUGGLER'S COVE

Donn Beach was the father of the Tiki
revolution that began in 1934. The book lists the
spices that were commonly used in the 1930s
and what was changed during the 40s through
the 60s. Many of the recipes include the origin of
specific cocktails. Most importantly, tips on choosing the right
rum for the right drink.

The basic structure of different rums is explained and which
rums are best paired with specific cocktails and fruits. The
historical overview of rum production in the Caribbean and the
competition in the United States is quite interesting.

The authors provide instruction on how to cut open a
pineapple and a coconut and then use the fruit as a vessel
for your cocktail. There are detailed ideas on building your
own tiki paradise. A resource section lists recommended
cocktail equipment, food and drink recipes, room decor such
as carvings and where to purchase everything. The authors
list their favorite rum bars, tiki spots and where annual Tiki
extravaganzas are held such as Tikikon.com in Portland,
Oregon or if you are south for the winter, mojaveoazsis.com at
the Mojave Oasis in California.

For lovers of tiki bars, drinks and history, this is not only
a great cocktail table book but also a go-to resource for all
things tiki.

“What Happens in Paradise”
Elin Hilderbrand, 2019 - 323 pages plus 18 pages of the
preview of her sequel "Troubles in Paradise”

This is the second book of the author’s
Paradise trilogy. | didn’t read the first in the
series, “Winter in Paradise,” and didn’t feel
deprived starting on the second part of the story.
The author shows setting with detailed visual
descriptions.

Full of domestic drama, Irene Steele receives
news that her husband was killed in a helicopter

crash. Through that she learns that he was
leading a double life.

The middle-class life-style in lowa City, lowa was apparently
not enough for her husband, so he set up a secret life of
upscale luxury in the Virgin Islands with a second wife and
business.

After his death, Irene is practically destitute and extremely
conflicted as to not only her home, but also questioning
authenticity. As she weighs her options, the domestic dramas
continue with her sons and extended ‘family’ in St. John.

A fast and simple read for the beach.

“Route 66: The Highway and Its People”
Photographic Essay by Quinta Scott and
Text by Susan Croce Kelly,
1990 - 210 pages includes Notes, Bibliography, Index

Susan Croce Kelly writes a well researched book from the
conception of Route 66 to the rerouting of several stretches.
Included are maps and historical photos, from the 30s to the
late 50s, of the people who settled and lived along the Mother-
Road, also known as the Main Street of America. The authors

Driving Like Crazy, The Gunfighters, The Power
of Time Perception, Rosalind Russell

drove the road and interviewed many ‘Sixty-
Sixers’ along the way-people who built their
homes and businesses along the highway.
The oral histories give a great example of
varied dialects. Often directions in the day
were given as: Follow the Great Diagonal
Highway to California.

Yet, Route 66 was not only a two lane-14 to
28 foot wide-road between two points, but the
Mother Road became the destination. Businesses went all out
with gimmicks to attract tourists. Until the 50s and later there
were no paved roads off the highway. Even today in Kingman,
Arizona and in the Mojave Desert, still have many unpaved
street signed roads.

The author touches upon how the start of numbering
highways came about and how the National Highway system
was developed. Cyrus Avery was instrumental in designing the
highway construction that began in 1926. By the end of 1937,
the stretch from Arizona westward was completed. The effect
of the war and rerouting of several sections affected the local
businesses and the resident’s life-styles, During the 50s, in the
mid-west and further west, people lived in chicken coops and
had no indoor plumbing.

It is amazing how different life became over a course of
less than 50 years. Yet, many of the buildings and streets
along Route 66 appear to be the same today. Many exits
perpendicular to the Mother Road are still dirt or gravel.

A lot of research and live interviews went into writing this
book. I’'m not sure how accurate the details are as memories
fade over time. One item | noticed was the author noted that
the Chain of Rocks Bridge had a 45 degree angle. But looking
at a recent aerial, the angle is actually more like 30 degrees.

| must say, | got a kick out of “Route 66”.

Susan Croce Kelly was a former newspaper reporter. She
has won awards for her works on the history of Route 66 from
the Missouri Library and The Daughters of the Revolution.

“The Book of Useless Information:
Earth is the only planet not named after a god.”
Publications International 2011
Hardcover 679 pages plus index

When | saw this title, | wondered what useless information
would be in a two inch thick book.

There is everything from tidbits of trivia
such as Spain literally means “the land of
rabbits” to pages of facts and stories that will
surely inspire conversations.

When you are short on time, this is a good
volume to have around.

As a side note: There are many other books
with a title that begins with or are similar i.e.
“The Book of Totally Useless Information” by Don Voorhees or
“The Amazing Book of Useless Information” by Noel Botham
who has written 12 books with Useless Information in the title.
Why? Because he is chairman and founding member of The
Useless Information Society based in London.

By MajorBS, Bill Schrier

. No letter from your Editor this month.
He went on vacation to the Center of the
Known Universe, Tama County, lowa.

)
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In my early years | regularly read

The Seattle Post Intelligencer

By Joe Matthias

papers into the Intelligencer family. Hanford held the

the newspapers. Well, at least P
the comic sections. | didn’t get

interested in real news until much later in life.
Seattle, when | was growing up, had two major
newspaper companies. The “Seattle Times”,
and the “Seattle Post Intelligencer”, which was
my grandparents preferred paper. Of this |
now plan to embellish, orate, and otherwise
bore you with astounding statistics, which will
leave most of you thinking- “He’s finally lost it”.
So here we go.

paper until 1879 when he sold it for a loss to Samuel
Crawford.

Enter brothers Kirk and Mark Ward, who had
started a rival paper in October of 1878 called “The
Post”, owned by their firm, the Post Publishing
Company. Their financing came from local
entrepreneurs. Their troubles began almost from
the beginning and only worsened with time. When
they built a new three-story brick headquarters, the
financial strain finally peaked. Left with little choice
they negotiated a merger of the “Intelligencer” and

In the early 1860’s J. R. Watson moved from
Ohio to Washington Territory, taking up residence in Olympia.
His first act was to acquire ownership of Olympia’s newspaper
the “Overland Press” shortly after the original owner was
shot and killed. That was January 7, 1863. Later that same
summer Henry Yesler, one of Seattle’s founding fathers and
lumber magnate, offered Watson rent-free accommodation
if he would move to Seattle and print a newspaper here. In
response Watson published a feeler, if you will, called the
“Washington Gazette”, favoring Seattle but printed in Olympia.
He received such a favorable response that he immediately
packed his things, including his printing press, and took Yesler
up on his offer.

As owner, publisher and sole reporter, Watson gathered his
articles by haunting the waterfront piers and picking up what
he could, as well as what he could gather about local issues.
All this he printed in his new paper, “The Seattle Gazette”,
using the moniker “Old Ollopod” (and you thought “Duffer”
was bad - HAH!) After work hours he could normally be
found - searching for news? - in one of several local watering
holes. He was forced to close up shop in on April 19, 1864,
due to a lack of subscribers, but reopened August 16 under
the name of the “Seattle Weekly Gazette”, which he operated
moderately successfully for about another year.

Sometime in 1865 he turned operations of the paper over
to Robert Head and the Seattle

the “Post”, with the new headquarters in the just
completed Post building at the corner of Yesler Way and Post
Street. On October 31, 1881, the first issue hit the streets of
Seattle under the new name “The Post-Intelligencer”.

In the meantime, Kirk Ward, a former editor for the old
“Post” paper, established a new competitor, “The Seattle Daily
Chronicle”. That paper is also still around, though you know it
as “The Seattle Times”.

Through the next eighty years or so, the “Times” and the
“P I” fought for subscribers, differed in their fights and views
in politics and a myriad of other local and national issues, and
squared off in an ongoing battle for subscriber superiority in
Seattle.

The “Seattle Post Intelligencer’” moved from their Second
Avenue location, one they had been at since the rebuild
after the Seattle fire of 1889, to their new building in 1948.
Situated at the corner of Sixth Avenue and Wall Street, it
highlighted the huge globe which was visible for miles around
and became a Seattle landmark. The new Post-Intelligencer
building opened in January of 1986 at 101 W. Elliott Street on
the waterfront. At that time the iconic globe was re-installed
atop it and resides there still.

The “Seattle Times” and the “Seattle Post-Intelligencer”
battled for supremacy until 1983 when they finally established
a joint operating agreement, which

Publishing Company. After several

allowed both to operate separately
additional owners in a short period of geatt[e Bﬂﬂt Einte[[],genter in their paper production from

time, the paper was finally acquired
by Samuel Maxwell, a professional
writer and noted editor, and the
name was changed again to “The
Weekly Intelligencer”. His first issue
hit the streets of Seattle on August
5, 1867. Seven years later he sold
the paper to his brother-in-law, David
Higgins, for a huge profit.

Higgins’ first move was to replace the old, outdated printing
press with a newer one. The old original was shipped off to
storage and now resides in an honored place in the Museum
of History and Industry. The new press was installed in the
basement of a new building built by Henry Yesler, where
Higgins began printing a daily paper, hence another name
change to the “Daily Intelligencer”. His first issue hit the
streets of Seattle on June5, 1876. Thaddeus Hanford, an
editor and part owner, bought the paper outright in April of
1878, then bought out two minor competitors rolling all three

P-1; TRADITION IN TRANSITION

P-1 PRESSES
'FALL SILENT

\ From print to pixels - seattlepi.com assumes venerable legacy

-

Receive a Hand Crafted Birthday Card!

L4

\
HAPPY j“‘}
BIRTHDAY {
10 YOU /
\ A

Everyone loves getting pleasant surprises in the Postal Service mail. ARSCE
Board Member Linda Rogers LOVES making personal, unique cards.
Linda wants to send cards to any ARSCE member. But she needs just your

birthday month. Send it to: mybirthdaymonth@arsce.org

Monday through Saturday, but
combined both into one Sunday
paper. That lasted until March
2009, when the “Post Intelligencer”
ran its final published newspaper
issue, converting to an online only
news entity from that date forward.
And there you will find it today.

| grew up with the “Post Intelligencer”. We had it delivered.
| even had a route myself, getting up at four in the morning to
deliver papers before | even had breakfast. | can’t help it, but
I miss it. Technology is wonderful and it definitely has made
our lot in life easier. But some things ... | do miss the paper

Seattle PI.
- Duffer Out

Do you want to give feedback to Joe about this story
or anything else?
Email Joe at joe_matthias@yahoo.com
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Ramblin’ Roads

By Alan Brittenham

The Last Run to Castle Rock

It started out as a simple three
day campout for the guys, the
destination being the Flat Track
Races at Castle Rock, Washington,
on their half mile dirt track outside of
town on the Toutle River. We didn’t
know it then, of course, but it was
the last race ever to be held at that
track. Mt. St. Helens blew up the
next spring and wiped out the track,
the river, a bunch of trees and quite
a few people.

results. For one thing, the town was
packed to the gills for the event,

an AMA sponsored national short

- track event that drew the likes of Jay
< Springsteen and all the good local
boys who came out to take him on
that day. There were exactly two
bars in downtown Castle Rock in
those days. In one of them, one

M of the 1%er clubs* placed a large
prospect at the door who informed all
comers that patch holders got in free,
but anyone else had to pay a joint

It was a mostly Harley crowd
on this run, Dude on his '69 Sportster,
me on my purple ‘71 FLH, Jerry on his
knucklehead chopper, Bill on his 45 trike
and Butch on his Toms’ Cycle Yamaha 650 chopper. In those
days, we always had a chase truck along, in this case Bill’s old
‘62 Dodge pickup, driven by Magoo, a good thing, as it turned
out. You could become a biker pretty cheaply back then, but
the price was the lack of dependability that comes from running
used, worn-out parts because it was all we could afford.

We jumped off from Jerry’s place on the plateau above
Graham, which is a short skip to the Orting-Kapowsin Highway
that leads south past Lake Ohop to Eatonville. From there, you
have a choice of the Eatonville cutoff or the long way through
LaGrande, both of which lead to Highway 7, the Mountain
Highway. From there, all roads lead to Morton, as it should be.

You can leave Morton in 4 directions. Take a right on Main
Street and you will find yourself on State Highway 508, a lovely
winding country road (after you get past the pig farm) that rolls
into Chehalis on the south side by way of Onalaska. Or you
can go back the way you came on Highway 7, which stops at
Morton, as if to say, “I've got you this far, you're on your own
now.” But we try to never go back.

The other two ways out are east or west on Highway 12.
East takes you up the hill through Randle and Packwood to
White Pass and the road to Yakama. West, the way we went
that day, heads toward the distant ocean via another fine
country road. Two lane blacktop is where it's at. We turned off
and headed south on what is now called the Jackson Memorial
Highway, named after a Senator who was not dead yet then,
but now nobody remembers the original name of the road. Still,
that is where we turned, because it leads to Toutle, and thence
to Castle Rock, our destination.

We had made reservations at the Weyerhaeuser primitive
campground somewhere out by Silver Lake. We had planned
to be there by early afternoon, but the Harley Gods frowned
down on us, specifically the Knucklehead, which popped,
sputtered and died on the side of 12 outside Morton. The curse
of the Milwaukee Vibrator caused the points to loosen up inside
the distributor until the gap widened all the way. It took us a
while to find the problem and fix it by resetting the points with a
matchbook cover (.018” thick) and back on the road we went.
So we rolled into camp late, as usual, set up in the dark, and
then rode back to the nearest country tavern for dinner and
beer, lots of beer.

There’s a task, a quest, if you will, to which | set myself years
ago, that continues to this day. That is the search for the best
biscuits and gravy in the country. So far, | think it's the Tastee
Freeze in Laurel, Montana, and Marty says there’s a place in
Missouri that fills the bill, but you can’t rightly say until you've
ate at them all, now, can you? So the next morning we took
the quest into Castle Rock on our Harleys, with disappointing

Flat Track Race at Castle Rock

at the door cover charge. Needless
to say, the 50 or so patch holders for the
various clubs who were in town and not
at war with each other at the time had
a pleasant, relaxing day in uncrowded surroundings, while
the landlord cried in his beer and the other place in town was
jammed, standing room only and hope for a drink. That got old
fast and we headed for the track.

There’s something about the noise at a flat track race. Most
of the bikes in the top classes were Harley XR 750s, with the
occasional Norton and the Honda copy of the XR that wasn't
ready for prime time yet, so the sound was a hornet’s nest of
short stroke Sportsters at full song. As the pack hits the turn,
the volume goes up as they pitch the bikes sideways and spin
the rear wheel while jamming the steel shoe into the ground
to form the tripod, and drops as they straighten up and fling
themselves onto the seat to get the tire to bite and throw them
at the century mark again. Oh, yeah, and the track sold beer
by the large plastic cup. By the time the Finals came around,
the crowd was roaring. The smell of testosterone competes
with the smell of the Castrol in the fuel tanks.

Then, suddenly, it's dark, the race is over, and the grassy
field that surrounds the stands is full of motorcycles, thousands
of them, the owners of which are streaming out the doors full of
beer, with that noise echoing in their heads.

I’'m standing by my bike, looking around at chaos. Over
there, a man is using a Bowie Knife blade tip to scoop large
doses of either cocaine or methamphetamine out of a plastic
bag and hold them under the noses of all in their party, spilling
visible amounts on the ground in the process. Over there a
woman is screaming, a man is trapped under a fallen bike while
around them swerve a steady stream of sportbikes all jammed
together as twelve lanes form two on the only road to the
freeway, visible in the distance. All you see in any direction is
headlights on chrome, all you hear is engines and all you smell
is exhaust.

The promoters of the event, knowing full well what they
have unleashed on the highways, and experienced in the
crowd control needed for it, have arranged a little scenario on
the side of the onramp in a well lit location that every single
rider must pass on the way out. A motorcycle, a four cylinder
Japanese sportbike, lays on its side on the shoulder. Parallel
to it, but a few feet further on, is a figure in racing leathers and
helmet lying flat on his back, apparently dead. A few people
are standing around, their faces betraying their helplessness
to do anything for the poor guy, but they approach anyone
who attempts to stop and render aid and urgently send them
on their way. The figure on the ground is a mannequin, and
the intent is to penetrate the testosterone with a splash of cold
water before the racing fans hit the freeway. It certainly worked
on me.

continued on page 11
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Peggy L. Garcia, Public Utilities
Brian Glas, Dept. of Transportation
Chang-Chi Hwang, Public Utilities

Jacqueline Kirn, Seattle Center

Vanessa G. Mercer, City Light

Judith Blinder, City Light
Steve Burns, Design & Construction
Patrice Carroll, Planning & Comm Dev.
Monica Davis, City Light
Amy Doerzbacher, FAS

Lori Ann Nelsen-Allen, Police Dept
Karen K Reed, Public Utilities
Suzanne Spencer, City Light

Memorials Donations
Mike Nagan in Memory of Valerie Nishimura Paul B W L
Joy Nishimura in memory of Valerie Nishimura adi Berry ayne L-ennon
John Masterjohn in memory of Karen Meadows Robert Branigin Terry Wittman
Valerie Heide Mudra in memory of Karen Meadows Nick Pealy Hillary Hamilton

In Memory

Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members; those with an (R) were members of RCLEA. With this issue, ARSCE is collaborating with
RCLEA to help make sure we don’t miss City Light employees. The information for anyone listed here is minimal. We really would like to hear
from any reader about others who should be listed, or about your memories of those who have passed, such as the memory of Bev Corwin
provided by Anne Ducey below. More recent information is often posted on the ARSCE Facebook page, and you can post there too.

Donna Amos
Seattle Public Library
Passed 4/17/2025

Donald Avery
Fleets & Facilities
Passed 5/30/2025

Nicholas Bicknell
Parks & Recreation
Passed 5/28/2025

Walter Rees Caravan (R)
City Light

Donald O Carter (R)
City Light
Passed 12/25/2024

Geraldine Chromy (R)
City Lilght
Passed 11/30/2024

Antonia Concepcion
Police Department
Passed 5/24/2025

Katherine Carson
K.C. Public Health
Passed 5/2/2025

Forrest Dilley
Seattle Public Utilities
Passed 5/11/2025

Carol Everson (R)
City Light
Memorial 1/18/2025

Paul Fredrich (R)
City Light
Passed 1/9/2025

Patrick Gallagher (R)
City Light
Passed 2/14/2025

Maurice Harding
Engineering Department
Passed 4/9/2025

Marilyn Hasme
K.C. Public Health
Passed 6/17/2025

Mary Hite*

Seattle Public Utilities
Retired Jan-1999
Passed 3/21/2025

Rita Hollomon
Parks & Recreation
Passed 5/31/2025

James Johnson*
Police Department
Retired Jan-1999
Passed 4/27/2025

Denis “Dink” Keyes (R)
City Light

Retired 1989

Passed 4/4/2024

Kay Kinnish (R)
City Light
Passed 2024-5

Robert Liston*
Human Services
Retired Jun-2004
Passed 4/24/2025

Donna Lopez
Finance & Admin Services
Passed 5/7/2025

Clifford Louie
Neighborhoods
Passed 6/1/2025

Patricia Malone*
Seattle Public Utilities
Retired Feb-1994
Passed 6/18/2025

Clifford McCloud
Fleets & Facilities
Passed 4/11/2025

Ronald Niccoli (R)
City Light

Retired June 2002
Passed 2024/2025

James Parker (R)
City Light
Passed 2024/2025

Elisabeth Pirrie
Municipal Court
Passed 4/14/2025

Kenneth Rutgers*
Seattle Transportation
Retired Jun-1983
Passed 5/23/2025

Larry L. Sundblad
Parks & Recreation
Passed 6/1/2025

Dick Tarr
Human Services
Passed 4/19/2025

Sarah Townsend (R)
City Light
Passed 8/4/2024

Gloria Tortorice*
Police Department
Retired Oct-1992
Passed 6/3/2025

Barbara West
Human Services
Passed 5/8/2025

Adrienne Zeiger
K.C. Public Health
Passed 4/19/2025

Remembering Beverly Corwin

Beverly Corwin joined Seattle City Light
in 1977. For 21 years she led a team
who surveyed and insulated thousands
of homes. Bev preferred conservation
legwork to a desk job. Anne Ducey,
current ARSCE member and past
RCLEA Board member, remembers
Bev fondly: “She was my Supervisor

in the Conservation department with whom | worked for
17 years. She was tough but fair and always made sure
we met (or often exceeded) our goals.” Bev passed on
March 12, 2025, and her many friends celebrated her life
on June 28, 2025.

Send us Your Memories of City Retirees

Each of us has worked with amazing City of Seattle
employees, often for over 30 years. If you have
memories of someone who has passed, let’s publish
them, like the memory of Bev Corwin at the left. Send
them to arscenews@arsce.org or call

Editor Bill Schrier at 206.255.2156 and he will do the
writing for you.
You can also post obituaries and your memories in the
ARSCE Facebook Page
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Ramblin’ Roads

The Last Run to Castle Rock, continued

Our group had run into several of the Zudmen**, and were
yacking and telling stories while we waited for the zoomie
bikes to get out of the lot first. It's always better to have the
wheelie boys in front of you far enough so you have time to
avoid the chaff. It was only after they fired up and left, while
we waited for stragglers, that Dude noticed that Dragon Lady
had dropped her purse on the ground on the way out. That
put us in the position, of course, that we had to catch up with
them, and all we knew was they were going to form up at the
next rest area to the south. So off we flew, into the dark night
with our dim headlights and no real idea where this was gonna
end and how, with a belly full of beer for courage. Magoo and
Bill took the truck and the trike back to camp, knowing better
than to try to keep up with us, which turned out to be bad,
because the Knucklehead finally died on the side of the road
somewhere near Woodland, and refused to be revived this
time.

JB and | wound up sitting in a raised brick flower bed
outside a closed restaurant off some nameless off ramp for
hours while we waited for the rest of them to go back to camp,
wake Bill, and send him along in the truck to pick up the
Knuck.

The morning cook came along in the wee hours and took
pity on us and gave us some coffee. We ran out of cigarettes
about half way through. Then we watched Bill drive by on the
freeway twice before he figured out we had to be this way. By
the time we got back to camp, they had drunk all the beer, so
we hit the hay. We never did find that rest area.

The next morning we headed back the way we came, with
the knucklehead, which had a long wide glide front end with
a 21” wheel and no front brake, sandwiched into the back of
the 1952 Dodge stepside pickup with the frame resting on
the tailgate and the front tire down by the bumper, tied in with
rope.

About 15 miles outside Toutle the frame on the Yamaha
broke at the front motor mount. It turns out the boys at Toms

lunch
connection togetherness
all over town
Suppolrltnioc:‘nmmunlty _ trust
meeting

colleagues

fellowship

solidarity
friendship

Engineers’ Luncheon: Seattle Engineering Department (
And SDOT and SPU) retirees don’t presently meet. Call
Barbara Graham @ 206.356.8606; Harvey Knizek @
206.526.1251; or Colleen Brown @ 206.244.6489 for
information or to suggest a place to meet.

RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association)
Lunches: If you retired from City Light, you will be able to
access the newsletter here: www.rclea.net. If you wish to
receive an email notice of our newest edition, send your
email address to Tom Parks tomparks2@msn.com

Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on
the second Wednesday of each month.

Transit Retirees (South End): Meet at the Burien Elks
Lodge at South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third
Saturday of the month at 8:30AM for breakfast. Contact Al
Ramey at 206.243.8504.

Cycle just butted the frame tubes together at the bracket with
no slugs or fillets to give it the strength needed in that critical
area, so it broke. Mr. Murphy said it broke on the side of the
road. So into the back of the Dodge went the Yamaha, stuffed
in next to the Harley with more rope. Good thing we had lots
of rope.

A few miles further up the road, the 45 trike burned a hole
in a piston. That poor little thing, which | later took over and
restored back to stock, had been struggling all day to keep up
with the big boys. A flathead 45 trike puts out about 9.44 SAE
net horsepower at the rear wheel in stock form, and this one
had big meats on the back because they looked cool. When
| took that rear end apart, the extra weight and inertia of the
big tires had been wearing away at the end of the axle inside
the differential and when those little C-rings fail the axle, wheel
and brake drum squirt out the side as you go around a corner
and drop you on your ass. Good thing it only holed a piston.

Fortunately, the trike also had a long front end, which we
simply lifted over the tailgate and stuffed it in between the two
prior residents, held in with even more rope. It turned out the
trike did fine like that, just a little squirrely in the corners and
don’t stop too fast.

So there we were, three bikes in the back of a '52 Dodge,
and four guys to fit into the cab of a truck made for two. We
rested in the long grass on the side of the highway and
debated how to choose who got to ride passenger with me
and who got to ride in the back with the bikes. Then, wonder
of wonders, who should show up but the girls! Three of
them, in fact, mine, JBs and Magoos, in Barbs car. They had
decided to trace our route and see if they could catch up with
us on the return trip, and it worked. Not only that, but they
brought us a picnic lunch, and more beer!

And so it was that another memorable adventure ended
up on the side of the road, this time with sweethearts,
sandwiches and beer to wash down another good one.
Somewhere, I've got pictures. :-{)}

Editor’s notes on this story:

*1%%er clubs were the 1% of motorcycle clubs who
don’t “behave”.

**Zudmen: a motorcycle club which is now long gone.

Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are no longer held
as far as we know. The 125th Street Grill is permanently
closed. If you know more, email arscenews@arsce.org.

Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End): This group meets
at Shari’'s Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first
Saturday of each month.

METRO Retirees’ Lunch: This group meets at 11:00AM
the second Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and
Nov. at the Crazy Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in
Mountlake Terrace. At 11:00AM on the second Wednesday
of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., and Dec. The group meets
at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at 13500 Interurban
Ave. So. in Tukwila. For information call Lonnie Sewell at
206.915.1415.

Another Retired Transit Group: This group meets the
1st Saturday of the month at the Family Pancake House
located at 238th & Aurora at 7:30AM.

Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD. This group
meets at 11:30AM the first Monday of the month at the
Feast Buffet, 485 Renton Center Way SW, Renton

Please check with your group before attending. Some
organizations might be staying home due to continuing

Covid-19 concerns.
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REGISTER TODAY!
ARSCE Fall Picnic in the Park
and General Membership Meeting

Wednesday, September 10, 2025
Edmonds City Park, 600 3rd Avenue South
Shelter #2
11:30 - 1:30
$10 Registration Fee, Limit of 60 Attendees
ARSCE will provide hot dogs (regular and veggie),
dessert and drinks
(Alcohol is not allowed in the Park)

Please pla bring your own side dish to share.

General Membership Meeting starts 1:30

Anyone can attend.

Full Detai N)ctober
Newsletter arrivi ofAugust 20

_-—_—_-—_-—_1

- ARSCE Fall Picnic in the Park

Reservations must be received by I
Friday September 5, 2025 ~
(Refunds for cancellations received by Sept 5)

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

EMAIL

PHONE DONATION $

Number Attending = x $10 each=§

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $

MAIL TO:  ARSCE Fall 2025 Picnic

P.O. BOX 75385, SEATTLE, WA 98175-0385

L_____________J

Get your ARSCE Discount!

Mariners September 13. Seattle Storm August 30. The other
logos shown are examples of venues offering past discounts
and may not offer a current discount. Go to the discount
webpage below to see the current discounts.

www.arsce.org/discounts/
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Upcoming ARSCE Calendar

Deadline for Nov/Dec Issue is September 10

Wednesday, August 20 Mail Sept/October News
Wednesday, September 10  Fall Lunch, Picnic in a Park
Wednesday, September 10 News Deadline Nov/December
Thursday, September 11 SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Monday, October 6 Comms/Membership Committee
Wednesday, October 8 ARSCE Board Meeting
Thursday, October 9 SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Wednesday, November 12  ARSCE Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 12  News Deadline Jan/Feb 2026
Thursday, November 13 SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Wednesday, December 10  Holiday Party

Thursday, December 11 SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Wednesday, December 31  News Deadline Mar/Apr 2026
Thursday, January 8 SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Wednesday, January 14 ARSCE Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 11 ARSCE Board Meeting

~ARSCE~

Application for Membership:
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees

Name Tel. No.
Address
City State Zip

Date Retired From Dept.

Email Address:

(Your email is for official ARSCE business only. We will never share it with anyone else.)

Annual Dues: $20.00 (7/1-6/30)

SEND NO CHECK NOW!

Dues will be deducted from your July pension check.
(Membership becomes official upon collection of automatic dues deduction.)

Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization

To: The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’
Retirement System:

The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle
Employees’ Retirement System to deduct from my retirement,
beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly
established from time to time by the Association of Retired Seattle
City Employees (ARSCE). Until further written notice by me to The
Retirement System Office, such deduction shall be made annually
from my July allowance and shall be paid to Association of Retired
Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385.

/ /
Date (Mo./Day/Yr.)

Signature

Mail to: Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385




