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OUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE By Pat Kirkness

Hi everyone:
Seattle’s evening darkness comes early now.  My personal way of 

embracing winter is to put up twinkly lights that stay up well into the 
new year.  Candles are used liberally because they make the house 
cozy and smell good.  

As we look ahead to 2026, your ARSCE Board is thinking about 
new ideas and some new directions in the year to come: 

•	 Turning our one-time picnic into an annual affair in the fall
•	 Hosting a silent auction to raise money to grow our savings
•	 Hosting neighborhood hikes led by ARSCE members
•	  A day of volunteering
•	 Sending out a new one-page monthly mailing to fill the gap 

between our ARSCE News publications
•	 Plus more to come - our Board will continue brainstorming 

ideas, and if you have an inspiration/idea please let me know.  
 Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to all of you!     
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ARSCE:		  206.683.5461
(Change of Address/Membership Questions)
Email:	 financial.secretary@arsce.org
Website:	 www.arsce.org

Community Living Connections	 1-844-348-5464
(Information on available programs/services for older people, 
adults with disabilities, anc caregivers.)
Email:	 info@communitylivingconnections.org
Website:	 www.communitylivingconnections.org

Personnel Department (Benefits):	 206.615.1340
Email:	 benefits.unit@seattle.gov
Website:	 www.seattle.gov/Personnel/

Retirement Office:	 206.386.1293 or
		  1.877.865.0079
(Retirement Checks/Health & Dental Benefits/General 
Questions/Change of Address/Tax Withholding)
Email:	 retirecity@seattle.gov
Website:	 www.seattle.gov/retirement
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(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  Contributions are tax-deductible.                                                                           
Opinions stated by various writers are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the policy of ARSCE.

Statement of Ownership and Management

SCERS Finances and Retirements

ARSCE Board Officers
Pat Kirkness, President - arsce.pres@gmail.com
Bill Schrier, Vice President, vice.president@arsce.org
Linda Rogers, Recording Sec’y, recording.secretary@arsce.org 
Hillary Hamilton, Financial Sec’y, financial.secretary@arsce.org
Elizabeth Paschke, Treasurer, treasurer@arsce.org
Jeannette Voiland, Webmaster, webmaster@arsce.org 
Bill Schrier, Editor, arscenews@arsce.org

Board Members  - Dept. Retired From  -  Term Expiration Date
Nancy Ahern	 SPU		  6/2028
Alan Brittenham	 DAS		  6/2027
Martha Burke	 SPU		  6/2028
Kris Effertz	 Mayor		  6/2028
Hillary Hamilton	 FFD		  6/2027
Mike Harms	 SPU		  6/2028
Pat Kirkness	 DoIT		  6/2027
John Masterjohn	 Eng		  6/2027
Joe Mickelson	 SPU		  6/2026
Mike Nagan	 DoIT		  6/2028
Elizabeth Paschke	 SDOT		  6/2026
Nick Pealy	 SPU		  6/2026
Linda Rogers	 SPU		  6/2026
Bill Schrier	 Info Tech		  6/2027
Jeannette Voiland	 SPL		  6/2026
Terry Wittman	 Info Tech		  6/2027
Ann Beard	 Police		  6.2026
 

Incoming Alternate Board Members as of July 1, 2025

Leszek Chudzinski	 SPL		  6/2026
Ann Cisney	 SPL		  6/2026

Retirements
Month 
(2025)

Number Monthly Pension Lump Sum 
Distributions

August 25 $  94,198 $ 1,318,436
Sept. 31 $ 121,527 $ 2,752,610
October 36 $  84,379 $ 1,244,859

Also, in September and October, 54 active members withdrew 
from the pension system (for example, they left City service before 
reaching retirement age), withdrawing $1,192,140 from the fund.

SCERS Expenses
Month 
(2025)

Pension 
Payroll

Office & 
Admin. Exp.

Investment 
Expenses

August $ 24,777,773 $ 910,373 $ 1,787,029
Sept. $ 24,418.883 $ 936,095 $ 2,331,942 
October $ 26,166,587 $ 795,917 $ 1,542,052

The ARSCE Board met on 8 October and 12 November. Board 
member Mariella Cacdac resigned in October and alternate Ann 
Beard was sworn in to replace her on 12 November.

Accounts Signatures. Treasurer Paschke, President Pat 
Kirkness and Vice-President Bill Schrier met at the Northgate 
branch of the Seattle Credit Union on 29 October. Kirkness and 
Schrier were added as signatories on ARSCE’s credit union 
accounts; Nick Pealy, John Masterjohn and Edie Jorgensen were 
removed.  Two signatures are required on all ARSCE checks.

Holiday Party in December. Program Chair Terry Wittman 

reported on plans for the annual Holiday Party at West Seattle 
Golf Course on 10 December. Cost will be $35 and members 
can make reservations online or via mail.

Elections Committee. Nancy Ahern, Elections Committee 
Chair, reported five Board positions are up for election or re-
election. She is actively recruiting and accepting biographies 
from any interested ARSCE member.  Bios are due to her on 
1 December.  Schrier and Mike Harms have sent email blasts 
to about 620 members regarding the elections and the Holiday 
Party.

Financial Review.  Ann Kelson and Alan Brittenham conducted 
a review of finances for the fiscal year 2024-25. They had 
several recommendations for improvement which they will help 
Treasurer Elizabeth Paschke implement.

Liability Insurance.  Wittman is working to find liability 
insurance for ARSCE Board members and the Association from 
unintentional mistakes.

Membership.  Financial Secretary Hillary Hamilton reported 
ARSCE presently has 1,236 members. We get a list of the 
names of everyone who retires each month, and work to find 
their mailing addresses via publicly available sources. Rogers 
then sends a card and membership form to each new retiree.  

The latest information about your Association, lunch and party 
announcements, obituaries and other timely news is often 

posted to Facebook. You can post on the page too:   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/arsce
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More Information: 
See SCERS Board of Administration website. 

for Official Board Minutes and other publications
2025 Valuation Report by Milliman

2023 Audit Report by Cliftton Larson Allen

YOUR PENSION NEWS

SCERS Staff Present the 2024 Annual Report;  Board Approves $20 Million 
Investment and Receives Fiduciary, Open Meetings and Ethics Training

ARSCE Board representatives attend SCERS 
meetings  consistently and we try to report on each 
meeting for the newsletter.  As retirees we have a 
vital interest because  the SCERS Board oversees 
management of the retirement fund.  These meetings are 
open to the public in the SCERS offices in Seattle and 
you can also attend via the internet.  The SCERS website 
has information on the meetings and the link to attend 
is posted.  You can also see the SCERS links on our 
ARSCE website, www.ARSCE.org.  

About YOUR PENSION NEWS

SCERS Board Meeting
Watch Online Here

Go to the ARSCE Calendar or click on the link above.
A Microsoft Teams link is provided 24 hours

in advance of the meeting.

SCERS Board of Administration Meeting:  
November 13, 2025

Reported by Martha Burke

The estimated funded status for the City’s Pension Fund, 
from an actuarial perspective, is 76.5% and, from a market 
perspective, is 85.8% as of June 30, 2025 (source: NEPC). 

Two training sessions for the Board were held during the 
meeting, one on fiduciary responsibilities and another on 
requirements for public meetings. 

Michael Monaco of the law firm Mondress Monaco Parr 
Lockwood, PLLC, which represent and advise employee 
benefit plans, gave the fiduciary training. SCERS assets are 
held in trust and subject to fiduciary responsibility.  Monaco 
said SCERS has good policies and are in compliance with 
these requirements including the duty of prudence and the 
duty of loyalty,  But he stated recent law suits using “creative 
lawyering” have resulted in awards of millions of dollars in 
legal fees, so adherence to such policies is important. 

Joe Levan with the City’s Attorney’s office trained the 
Board on Ethics and Open Meetings law and recommended 

Wayne Barnett of the City’s Ethics and 
Elections Commission as a resource 
for ethics questions. Public boards and 
commissions are required to the public 
to attend most meetings and to provide 
opportunities for public comment. He also 
touched on the City’s policies regarding the 
Ethic Code Provisions that prohibit certain 
activities if it could appear to a reasonable 
person that a Board member’s judgment 
is impaired by a personal or business 
relationship when making decisions.

The Administrative Committee reported the Employee 
Satisfaction Survey resulted in a rating of 4, which is “very 
satisfied”, and operational statistics for the third quarter were 
all normal in terms of such measures as response time for 
service credit reports. SCERS is on track for completion of 
their projects for this year including a systems upgrade that 
will improve member communication, on-line capabilities and 
reduced service time.

The Board voted to change the benchmarks used for 
comparison for the private equity investment results, and later 
to approve a member’s disability request. 

On November 20 will be a meeting of the Investment 
Committee to discuss the third quarter results including those 
for real estate and private equity.

SCERS Board of Administration Meeting:  
October 9, 2025

Reported by Bill Schrier

Paige Alderete, SCERS Chief Finance and Operations 
Officer, presented the 2024 Annual Report, which is in a 
PowerPoint format. It is also posted online at the Board of 
Administration website - see the link in the gray box below this 
report.

SCERS has 9,844 active employee members and 7.751 
retirees and beneficiaries, plus 3,763 inactive and non-vested 
members. SCERS has two plans - Plan 1 for employees 
hired prior to 2017 and Plan 2 for employees hired after that 
date. About 54$ of active members (those still working for the 
City) are in Plan 1 and 46% are in plan 2. Over a third of the 
membership is employed in three departments - City Light, 
Public Utilities and Parks and Recreation. The average salary 
for active employees is $113,000 and the average length of 
service earned to date is 10.1 years. 

For retired members, the average length of service was 
22.8 years and the average age at retirement was 61.9 years. 
The average benefit paid is $2,963 monthly, which is $35,557 
annually. The oldest retired member is 107 
years old. Over 88% of retired members 
live in Washington, with 65% living in King 
County.

The next agenda topic was the Investment 
Committee Report. They recommended a 
$20 million investment in ACORE.  ACORE 
lends money to real estate management and 
construction companies. ACORE has $18 
billion in assets and $40 billion in loans it has 
made. The Board of Administration approved 
making this investment. 

The Administrative Committee recommended a change in 
the way the Board handles disability retirements. In the past, 
the disability payments started when the disability retirement 
was approved. The Board agreed to change the date to 
when the complete application for a disability retirement was 
received.

The Board went into closed session for a quasi-judicial 
matter and to discuss potential litigation. It returned and voted 
to deny the appeal of a retiree who worked less than 1040 
hours in a year and approved a practice of using the City 
payroll year to determine if a member has worked more than 
1040 hours that year.

SCERS Board of Administration Upcoming Meetings 
January 8, February February 12, March 12 2026
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Ferry rides are always fun.  At least they 
were when I was younger.  There is nothing 

quite like standing on the open deck, the crisp salty air on your 
face, and some of the greatest scenery found anywhere.  So 
that’s my suggestion.  Let’s all purchase tickets and take a 
ferry ride.  Start at the downtown ferry terminal on the Seattle 
waterfront.  Oh; forgot to mention where.  Buy a ticket to 
Bremerton and plan to spend the day visiting the Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard, the largest Naval facility of its kind on the 
west coast.

Of course, you can’t talk about the Naval Shipyard without 
including the city of Bremerton since both came into existence 
simultaneously.  A bit of history.  The land we are talking about 
is located on Point Turner, adjacent to Sinclair Inlet on one 
side, and the city of Bremerton on the other, and across from 
Port Orchard.  It covers 344 acres of dry land and another 
338 acres of submerged land.  It has six dry docks of varying 
sizes, and nine piers allowing for over twelve thousand feet of 
moorage space.  Its 382 buildings add up to a staggering six 
million square feet of floor space and then some.  

It first existed only in the mind of Navy Lieutenant Ambrose 
Wyckoff, commander of the schooner Yukon, who, in 1877, 
had been tasked with locating an appropriate location for 
the construction of a west coast Naval shipyard capable of 
handling the largest ships afloat, a facility unavailable at the 
time anywhere on the Pacific Coast save British Columbia 
Dock Yard at Esquimalt, Canada.  He was immediately 
impressed with the natural deep-water capability of Point 
Turner and began aggressively promoting it up through the 
chain of command  to Congress.  It still took him eleven 
years, in 1888, before Congress finally allocated funding to 
purchase land and begin construction of a future shipyard.  
At that time there were settlers in the area, having moved in 
after the Treaty of Port Gardner removed the local inhabitants 
to designated reservations.  When word got out that the U.S. 
Government was buying land, they all inflated their property 
prices from the $50 an acre the government expected to pay, 
to $200 an acre.  A few settlers led by William Bremer and 
Henry Hensel saw their opportunity slipping through their 
fingers and decided to act.  They purchased their neighbor’s 
property at $200 an acre and sold it to the government at 
$50 an acre, eating a loss. Knowing that a shipyard would 
require an army of workers, they took the remaining property 
they had and plotted it out, selling lots for a new township 
called Bremerton, thus recouping their losses tenfold.  And 
so it passed that the foundation for the largest west coast 
naval shipyard, and the cornerstone for the new township 
of Bremerton were both laid in the same year, nearly 
simultaneously.  The original purchase was for 145 acres, 
though an additional five acres, and then another forty were 
added in short order bringing the total land purchase to 190 
acres as construction began.  

Construction of the first dry dock, Dry-dock #1, began in 
1892, but wasn’t finished until 1896.  The first ship in dry dock 
was the USS Monterey, a smaller vessel.  The first battleship 
was the USS Oregon in 1897.  The first admin building was 
also completed in 1986, known as Bldg. 50, along with five 
large houses designated for officer’s quarters.  Over the 
next few years very little progress was made, and the whole 
project was nearly scrubbed.  It took the combined efforts 
of a retired Lt. Wyckoff, ant the energy and influence of the 
new Commandant, Captain William Burwell, to turn things 
around.  Finally, in 1901, the Secretary of the Navy upgraded 
the facility, changing the name from the Puget Sound Naval 
Station to the Naval Yard Puget Sound.  From that point 
the shipyard never looked back.  Ground was broken for 
Dry-dock #2 in 1909, and completed in 1913, larger than 

her predecessor, becoming the only west coast dry dock 
capable of handling the Navy’s largest ships.  Dry-dock #3 
was added in 1917, each being a little larger to handle an 
ever-growing fleet of bigger and better ships.  In the next few 
years during World War I, the shipyard not only repaired and 
overhauled Naval vessels, but constructed several, including 
25 submarine chasers, six submarines, two mine sweepers, 
seven sea going tugs, and a small fleet of smaller boats.  
During this period and for a while after the shipyard employed 
6500 workers, the majority living in and around the city of 
Bremerton, which was thriving as its founding fathers knew it 
would.  

The years following the war were slim for the shipyard 
and its number of employees fell to 3,000.  Very little new 
construction and less maintenance and overhaul proved 
to be some lean years.  Regardless, in 1933, the huge 
hammerhead crane was added, as were Dry-dock #4, and 
Dry-dock #5 in 1939 and 1940 respectively.  Also, covering 
nearly five acres, they built a huge machine shop touted as 
the finest of its kind in the nation.  By 1940 the shipyard was 
recognized as the primary naval shipyard on the west coast, 
and the only one capable of handling the huge battleships and 
aircraft carriers of the time.  

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, December 
6, 1941, five of the six surviving battleships were towed to 
Navy Yard Puget Sound for repair and modifications before 
re-entering the war in the Pacific.  The five, USS Tennessee, 
the USS Maryland, the USS Virginia, the USS Nevada, and 
the USS California went on to become known as the ‘Pearl 
Harbor Ghosts” because the Japanese had listed them as 
sunk during their attack at Pearl. The shipyard went on to 
construct 53 new war ships including several aircraft carriers 
and destroyers, and others, and still managed to repair and/
or overhaul over 400 military vessels.  By 1945, following 
the war, work again slowed but the shipyard was firmly 
established.  In that year it enjoyed another name change, this 
time to the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, a name it still enjoys 
today.  The Korean War followed with another upswing in both 
new construction and repairs.  Dry-dock #6 wasn’t added until 
1962 and was the last.

At some point the shipyard began mothballing retired 
ships, stripping them of their armament and getting them 
ready to be scrapped.  The most memorable of these, though, 
is the USS Missouri, Mighty Mo as she was called, who 
resided along the wharfs of the shipyard for years, a tourist 

Duffer’s Corner
By Joe Matthias

 The Puget Sound Naval Shipyard

Do you want to give feedback to Joe about this story 
or anything else?

Email Joe at joe_matthias@yahoo.com 

View of the Shipyard in 2012 
Source: Jelson25 and Wikipedia, Used under CC-SA-3.0

Continued to the right



ARSCE News -- January/February 2026 -- Page 5

attraction, the place World War II ended.  Eventually she was 
lost, moved to Hawaii, where she sits adjacent to the sunken 
hulk of the battleship Arizona. Fitting; the beginning and the 
end of the war within sight of each other.  

I could go on into the shipyard’s more modern history, but it 
reads much of the same.  The site itself is listed as a National 
Historical Site.  Even without the USS Missouri the place is 
worth visiting.  There are a large number of buildings that have 
survived the test of time, many dating back to their origins in 
the 1800’s.  There is a top-notch museum on site also which 

will fill in a lot of the history I just don’t have the space for but 
call ahead just to make sure it is open.  Then a quick jaunt 
through Bremerton, and maybe a bite and a brew- or two.  

I remember visiting there as a kid and standing on the deck 
of the Missouri, although I failed to see the significance of it at 
that young age.  I haven’t been back since.  Should though. It 
would be well worth the trip.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.

- Duffer, out .         

ARSCE Honor Roll
By ARSCE News Staff

ARSCE Members Honor Roll
Retired in 2006 to June of 2007

ARSCE’s member database is not perfect.  If any information listed below is incorrect, let us know. Financial Secretary Hillary 
Hamilton financialsecretary@arsce.org copy Bill Schrier, ARSCE News editor at arscenews@arsce.org. 

NAME YEAR DEPARTMENT
LULA McKINNEY 2006 POLICE
DEBORAH McNEIL 2006 LIBRARY
LIZ RANKIN 2006 SEATRAN
FRANCIS TONG 2006 LIGHT
ERNESTO C. APELLANES 2006 SDOT
JANET BAKER 2006 EXEC SVCS
FILIPINA BELLEZA 2006 SPU
CECILE HOOVLER 2006 LIGHT
ROBERT LUCAS 2006 SPU
JOHN W. MARSHALL 2006 PARKS
JOANNE WARD 2006 LIGHT
ALAN T. WEILAND 2006 LIGHT
ROCHELLE WYATT 2006 DOIT
STEPHEN DOHERTY 2006 FLEETS & FAC
BEATRICE HUGHES 2006 LIGHT
CATHERINE R. FUTTRUP 2006 LIGHT
SHARON GIDDINGS 2006 LIGHT
MARGARET KLOCKARS 2006 LAW
IRENE P. VALDEZ 2006 LIGHT
MICHAEL E. WILSON 2006 LIBRARY
J. ELIZABETH YEE 2006 LIBRARY
PEGI REESE 2006 SPU
DON S. ROGERS 2006 SPU
KERIN STEELE 2006 LAW
STEVE F. CHURCH 2006 LIGHT
ROBERT CLAUSEN 2006 SEA CTR
EDRIS "EDIE" JORGENSEN 2006 PERSONNEL
CHRISTINE LUBOFF 2006 SPU
KATHi McDOWELL 2006 LIGHT
MICHELLE RANDALL 2006
DIANE RICHARDS 2006 HUMAN SVCS
CLIFFORD AKAU 2006 SPU
TED ALLESTAD 2006 LIGHT
DOROTHY N. CHURCH 2006 LIGHT
GLENN E. HUFF 2006 LIGHT
JAMES A. NELSON 2006 LIBRARY
ALBERT C. RICE 2006 SPU
ELISABETH A. TOBIN 2006 LIGHT
CALVIN BARNARD 2006 DAS
STEPHEN KATZ 2006 HUMAN SVCS
MICHAEL D. STEINEBACH 2006 MUNI CRTS
BILL WARMOUTH 2006 SDOT
BARBARA BRAUN 2006 HUMAN SVCS
KEVIN CLARK 2006 LIGHT
MICHELE M. CRABTREE 2006 HOUSING

NAME YEAR DEPARTMENT
BARRY BROBACK 2006 LIGHT
PATRICIA L. CAMPBELL 2006 ARTS COMM
KAREN L. MEEKS 2006 LIGHT
BILL STAFFORD 2006 OMB
GLENDA MAXWELL SURDAM 2006 PERSONNEL
PAUL WEINTRAUB 2006 LIGHT
DEBI BELT 2006 PARKS
STEPHEN E. FORD 2006 SDOT
MARY HILLMAN 2006 LIBRARY
BILLY L. RAINWATER 2006 ENG
JOHN SZETO 2006 POLICE
DOUG GOETT 2007 SPU
MALCOLM DERR 2007 SPU
MICHAEL W. KNUTSON 2007 LIGHT
KENNETH MOSTOW 2007 SPU
JOHN PETERSEN 2007 SDOT
D. CATHERINE ANSTETT 2007 PARKS
MIGUEL C. BENITO 2007 EXEC ADMIN
KENNETH BOUNDS 2007 PARKS
ALAN BRITTENHAM 2007 FLEETS & FAC
JOHN F. (JACK) DUGGAN 2007 LIGHT
TED PUTNAM 2007 SEA CTR
KAREN A. TANDO 2007 POLICE
PAMELA BORING 2007 HEALTH
DONALD CONRAD 2007 SPU
CLIFFORD JONES 2007 SPU
KRISTINA A. PETERSON 2007 LIGHT
ERNESTINE "TINA" POST 2007 EXEC ADMIN
SONJA RICHTER 2007 POLICE
L SCHEIDEMAN 2007 POLICE
EDWIN WILLIAM STRAND 2007 LIGHT
MARTY L. SULLIVAN 2007 POLICE
H. DARLENE ANGEDAL 2007 SDOT
PATRICIA S. BRADLEY 2007 PARKS
PATRICIA FREDERICKSON 2007 SPU
STEVEN R. SMITH 2007 SPU
HELEN TSANG 2007 SDOT
GUNDL WILLEY 2007 HEALTH
BARBARA ALLEN 2007 MUNI CRTS
JIM ANSHUTZ 2007 DEA
GERMAINE COVINGTON 2007 CIVIL RIGHTS
JIMMY LE 2007 SEA CTR
JONATHAN MARSH 2007 SPU
MARY KAY O'SHEA 2007 HEALTH
DICK STEVENSON 2007 SDOT

Continued from previous page
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When people ask me where I’m 
from, I don’t give them my technically 
accurate information. Actually, I was 
born in Chicago, moved to Los Angeles, 
and then moved to Seattle as a child.   I 
usually say I have lived in Seattle most all 
my life when the  42 story Smith Tower, if 
the inquirer has ever heard of it, was the 
tallest building west of the Mississippi and 
cable cars were still running up and down 
Yesler way from Pioneer Square to Leschi 
on the Lake Washington shoreline. 

There is now a park at the lake shore 
where the cable cars used to be housed.   
When the cable cars reached 32nd and 
Yesler, they traveled over a perilous scary 
200-foot-high wooden trestle over deep 
woods of old growth forest before arriving near the lakeside at 
Leschi.  

Since we lived on Yesler Way we could hear the hum of 
the constantly-running cable that pulled the street-cars which 
were similar to the cable cars that still run up and down the 
hills of San Francisco. But the Yesler cable car system, started 
in 1887, was taken out of service in August, 1940, soon after 
we moved to our apartment on Yesler Way.  I did however 
have a chance to ride that terrifying cable car trestle before it 
stopped its service.  

Kirkland and Bellevue were mostly rural farmlands back 
then. If you wanted to go across Lake Washington, ferries 
were available from Madison Park to Kirkland or from 
Leschi to Medina and Bellevue. A floating bridge across 
Lake Washington was the brainchild of engineer Homer 
Hadley, who had made the first proposal in 1921. The 
bridge came about after intensive lobbying and the support 
of Eastside businessman and developer Miller Freeman 
whose descendants own significant portions of downtown 
Bellevue now estimated at five million square feet of real 
estate, The proposed floating bridge (ultimately named 
the Lacy V. Murrow Bridge after the 
Director of Washington Highways and 
brother of famed newscaster Edward 
R. Murrow) was met with skepticism.  
But construction began January, 1939, 
and was completed in July,1940. The 
project was partially financed by a bond 
issue and the total cost, including the 
approaches and tunnel, was about $ 
9 million which is almost unimaginable 
today.  The toll was 25 cents for a car to 
cross the bridge and were collected at 
toll booths on Mercer Island. The tolls 
were removed on July 2, 1949, after the 
bonds had been paid off, unbelievably, 19 
years ahead of schedule! 

When the first Lake Washington Floating Bridge opened 
on July 2, 1940,  the ferries from Seattle to Mercer Island and 
Medina were both immediately discontinued.  The Seattle–
Kirkland run remained in service until the completion of the 
Evergreen Point (520) Bridge in 1963.  That bridge still holds 
the record as the world’s longest floating bridge, while the 
Mercer Island (I 90) crossing is the second longest.

Meanwhile, in 1940 the city converted from streetcars 
to buses and trackless trolleys to get around the city. The 
trackless trolleys were electrically powered buses that had 
trolley poles connecting with overhead power lines.  Their 
advantage was that the buses could maneuver all over the 

street unlike a conventional trolley cars 
that ran on tracks.  They were comfortable, 
quiet and efficient and were used, 
combined with buses in areas where there 
were no overhead trolley lines.  Seattle 
continues to operate a large network of 
trackless electric trolley busses and has 
the nation’s second-largest fleet, after San 
Francisco.  Seattle’s trolley bus system has 
modern, low-floor buses that allow for off-
wire movement for short distances using 
auxiliary batteries.  

These buses and trolleys were 
originally operated by an agency called 
Seattle Transit.  A rider could go cheaply 
all around greater Seattle for a dime, or the 
cost of a bus token which, if I remember 

correctly, was three for a quarter. If your bus did not go directly 
to your destination, the driver would give you a paper transfer 
to use on the next leg of your ride.  Kids used “school tokens’ 
which were a nickel.  At that time there was no dedicated 
school-bus system and kids used Transit to travel to schools.

In 1969 the King County Charter was passed to create a 
County executive and County Council. Many of the services 
that had been separated into City of Seattle and King County 
operations gradually merged. King County Metro’s transit 
operations were created in 1973 after voters approved a 
measure to form a countywide bus system. Metro Transit 
formally took over the operations of the Seattle Transit System 
becoming King County’s first county-wide transit agency. 

At this point I cannot describe what has become an 
incomprehensibly complex transportation system with various 
names and functions too difficult for me to understand.  
Tunnels have been dug, used, and then discontinued or put to 
other uses. The Alaska Way viaduct, intended to let cars avoid 
streets through downtown Seattle, was built in the 50’s and 
recently removed. Another tunnel with a toll was built under 
downtown Seattle.  The only unchanged through-way that I 

recall is the Great Northern Tunnel, a 
1-mile double-tracked tunnel completed 
in 1905 (!) by the Great Northern 
Railway. Located beneath downtown, it 
runs from near King Street Station north 
to near Victor Steinbrueck Park and the 
Pike Place Market.  It is still actively 
used today by freight and passenger 
trains, including Amtrak and the Sounder 
commuter rail, operated by BNSF 
Railway.

It boggles my mind to consider the 
multitudes of methods to get around 

our metropolitan area. I don’t use public 
transportation to get around these days, 
but I know one thing.  As scary as it was 

to ride that rickety cable car trestle, I would do that any day 
before I would attempt the newest form of transportation being 
completed as I write this.  It is a third bridge to handle railroad 
traffic over a third floating bridge running parallel to the I 90 

By Joyce Dickhout

A Life Well-Lived Getting From Here to There

Do you want to give feedback to Joyce about this 
story or anything else?

Email Joyce at joyce4ever@comcast.net

Wooden Trestle Carrying Yesler Cable Cars 
across a ravine, Leschi neighborhood

Image Courtesy MOHAI

Trackless Trolley in Seattle
Bruce Englehardt (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Continued to the right
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bridge. A train was test-driven across the lake on September 
9, 2025 with many issues yet to be resolved and a projected 
opening in 2026.   I can’t imagine an actual train, on tracks, 
floating over Lake Washington.  But in 1914, the builders 
of the Smith Tower could never have imagined what would 
happen to the Seattle skyline as it looks today and how far-
reaching our transportation system would become.   And I can 
hardly believe it myself.

“The Frigates: The Seafarers”   
Henry E. Gruppe and the editors of Time-Life Books 1979 

Hardcover 176 pages
This book is part of the Time-Life Series 

Covering historical events beginning 
in the late 1600s. Covering the birth of 
the American Navy - due to the heinous 
treatment of American prisoners, in the 
late 1700s, by the Muslims of the Barbary 
Coast. So in 1974, an act was passed to 
build ships and fund a navy.

The events focus on American frigates 
during the War of 181, and the warship The Constitution - 
described as a wooden ship with “iron walls” because a sailor 
had seen cannon balls bounce off her hull! There is a lot of 
action describing the tactics and techniques used in evading 
enemy forces.  

Also described are the sea-worthy attributes of a frigate over 
other sailing vessels and how American Sea captains trained 
their crew to master warfare over the British.  

Time-Life ceased publishing their series in 2001. There was 
an attempt after 2014 for the publications to be revived as 
“Time Inc. Books” in 2015; however, the books again became 
defunct and are now collectibles. 

A worthy read. Few copies are available for sale, but it can 
be borrowed from the King County Library in central storage.   

“Music in Every Room:  
Around the World in a Bad Mood”   

John Krich 1984, 304 pages
This is not a book about music. It is an 

intriguing literary travelogue.
Journey to other lands through the eyes of 

John Krich, a prolific and entertaining writer.
Experience a nostalgic review of hippie 

travel though Asia in 1976. A most interesting 
read about living conditions in third world 
countries 50 years ago. 

About a third into the book you will learn 
what ‘music in every room’ really means 
in another country. It is like the difference 
between ‘air-conditioned’ (American) and ‘refrigerated’ 
(British).

John Krich was born in New York, lived in San Francisco 
for 30 years and 20 years in Asia. He now resides in Lisbon, 
Portugal.

Movie:  “The Woman in Cabin 10” 
A review of the book is in the ARSCE January 2024 newsletter 

This is a psychological thriller film released on October 10, 
2025, and based on Ruth Ware’s novel. The movie features 
Keira Knightley as the lead character, Laura “Lo” Blacklock.

Keira’s performance is adequate, but the story is lacking 

from the beginning. There is no explanation as to why Laura is 
tense and uncomfortable, nor an explanation as to how or why 
she was chosen to be on the yacht and for what purpose.  

I found the ending to be overly condensed. Had I known the 
shortcomings, I would have skipped the movie.  

“Living with a SEAL:  31 Days Training with the 
Toughest Man on the Planet” - Jesse Itzler 2016

Jesse Itzler had just completed a 100-mile ultra marathon 
and was spent. Legs falling off, muscles 
tight, sweating as if he was in a sauna, 
when he observed another runner looking 
cool, calm and collected. Jesse wanted to 
know this man’s secret. He was a SEAL 
and Jesse decided that in order to improve 
his performance, he would hire this SEAL 
to train him. 

The two opposites (Jesse is laid back, 
but motivated as opposed to the SEAL 
who is disciplined and motivated) spent 
31 days living together and training each day. While Jesse 
was stretched beyond his limits, the SEAL always portrayed 
stoicism, silence and stillness. 

This is a great story with many laugh out loud situations. His 
story proves the power of attitude, motivation, perception and 
words. 

Jesse Itzler is an entrepreneur on many levels. He lives in 
Boca Raton, Florida.

“The Happiness Project: Or, Why I Spent a Year Trying to 
Sing in the Morning, Clean My Closets, Fight Right,  

Read Aristotle, and Generally Have More Fun” 
Gretchen Rubin 2009 Hardcover 296 pages plus 

suggestions for further reading
The author studied the works of several philosophers 

including Aristotle, Blaine Pascal; to get a 
better understanding of what happiness is 
and how to attain it.  

Each month is devoted to a single 
resolution. She modeled her personal list 
after Benjamin Franklin’s Virtues Chart. She 
felt that if practiced, by the end of the year, 
she would attain a happier personality. 
The book is divided into 12 chapters (I’ve 
rephrased the chapter titles) She covers: 
Exercise, Love, Aim Higher, Lighten Up, 
Play Seriously, Friends, Buy Happiness, Emulate a spiritual 
master, Pursue a Passion, Mindfulness, Positive Attitude, 
Review and Rejoice. This is an author’s-personal story. A 
journal that expresses, with extensive introspection, what she 
felt, thought, and did.

Look into a year of the life of Gretchen Rubin, or make 
up your own list of virtues that might make a better year for 
yourself.  

Happy New Year!

The Passionate Reader

By Denise Hauck

Birth of the U. S. Navy, Bad Mood Traveling, 
Living with a SEAL, the Happiness Project

Copyrights and Legalese
The ARSCE News and each of the 

individual articles are copyrighted by 
ARSCE and/or in the individual author, 
and may not be reproduced without the 
express permission of the author and/or 

ARSCE. (Image at left by artist @sixsixfive 
posted to openclipart.org.)
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Artificial intelligence is here to stay.   Although still in its 
early development , it represents a remarkable new frontier 
in technology.  As an IT professional for more than 35 years, 
I find myself discomforted but fascinated by AI’s capabilities. I 
decided to experiment with Microsoft’s Copilot, called their AI 
Assistant, using gardening as my subject. Here is the outline I 
presented to Copilot:

1.	 We purchased a heavily wooded, four acre property on 
the Raging River in Fall City.  We removed only those trees 
required to build a house and detached garage.  

2.	 After settling in, I thought of gardens.  Let me first say 
that my husband would not be an active participant in the 
creation of our wonderful and lush woodland landscape.  After 
moving in, I could not wait to start planting.  That was my first 
mistake.  After planting cultivated rhododendrons amongst 
towering evergreens, I then spent the summer carrying 
buckets of water to keep them alive.  My aching back made 
me realize this was an untenable plan.

3.	 I designed a landscape plan.  I would leave most of the 
forest along, but would use and wooded area between house 
and driveway for garden beds and in a natural, very shady 
swale, I would create my fern grotto.  I started by hauling rock 
from the river to create pathways and defined planting areas.  
I hired a few strong, young boys to help, but again, my aching 
back tempered that activity but it took a couple of years to 
accomplish.  

4.	 Bringing in tons of top soil and planting began.  I moved 
my rhodies into garden areas and filled in with perennials, 
ground covers, exotic ferns.  But, my lovely woodland garden 
with meandering pathways had become a reality.  I wandered 
endlessly around my yard, pinching here and pruning there.  

5.	 And here is where some of the more horrifying realities 
of gardening in the wilderness began.    I had wooded acres 
in which to throw debris and plant clippings.  No small, citified 
yard waste receptacle needed here. I was shocked to find that 
cultivated plant clippings had taken root in natural forest and 
were now quite invasive. A very overwhelming lesson to learn.  
I then had deer, bear, rabbits, moles, birds and squirrels who 
did not distinguish between the aforementioned wooded acres 
and dined regularly in my manicured and expensive garden 
wonderland.  Robins strip every blade of Japanese forest 
grasses.  Protecting my gardens became a full-scale war.  My 
relaxing environment was becoming a source of stress.  

6.	 Now, 35 years later my woodland wonderland is 
beautifully mature, but still comes with struggles.  We don’t 
do long summer trips because even with sprinkler systems, 
I worry too much. I move plants endlessly in search for that 
perfect location.  I spend hours on the internet and gardening 
forums searching for answers and solutions.  I am overcome 
with relief when fall rains come and my fretting, pruning, 
staking and watering is finished.  At my age, I wonder if 
this should be my last gardening season.  After all, I could 
downsize and let nature take what I have held back for so 
long.  But, I know me.   God willing and my back doesn’t give 
out I’m pretty sure I’ll be out there next year.

Find Your Passion

By Laurie Needham

Gardening and AI – A Silly Experiment!

Remembering Lorry Garratt
Former Book Notes Columnist

Lorry Garratt, who wrote her “Book Notes” column for 
the News for many years, recently passed away at the 

age of 97. 
A retired Seattle Public Library librarian from the 
Literature Dept, she wrote her “Book Notes” book 
review column, for every issue, starting at least in 

2005, if not before. Her final column, written when she 
was 95 years old, was published in the Sept-Oct 2023 

News (image to the right).
Lorry Huseboe married Pete Garratt on 9 July 1949 
when they were both at the University of Wisconsin 

with one year left to graduate.  They eloped and 
kept their marriage mostly secret for a year.

Four Missing City Light 
Panels

John W. Elliott (right) hammered 
34 panels titled “The Evolution of 
Lighting” which were installed at 
the old City Light building, 1015 
Third Avenue. When City Light 

moved to Seattle Municipal Tower  
the panels were removed. Four 

of them, depicted at left, are now 
missing. Does any ARSCE 

News reader know where they 
might be now?

Image from Seattle City Light

Image from  
Clay Eals’ Collection

 Betty Tonglao remembers Lorry, saying “She 
enjoyed her full and rich life with her most 

loving husband, Pete, beautiful children and 
grandchildren, her home & church, 

writing her review of books 
for decades, and had her 97th 

birthday recently.  Will miss her.”

Elke Boettcher came to Seattle 
from Germany in 1964-66 as an 

exchange librarian, later returning 
permanently in 1969 and retiring 

from the Seattle Public Library 
in 1997. Lorry’s excellent English 
helped Elke immensely. Elke also 
remembers Lorry as a great letter 

writer, warm, caring and supportive to 
everyone around her.
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AI-generated images, search 
results, and stories have become 
a staple in our digital landscape. 
Although artificial intelligence is 
still in its early stages, it represents 
a remarkable new frontier in 
technology.  As an IT professional 
for more than 35 years, I find myself 
discomforted but fascinated by AI’s 
capabilities. I decided to experiment 
with Microsoft’s Copilot, called their 
AI Assistant, using gardening as 
my subject. Here is the story that 
unfolded:

Creating a Woodland Retreat
We purchased a densely 

wooded, four-acre property on 
the Raging River in Fall City. After 
removing enough trees to construct 
a house and a detached garage, we 
settled into our new home. With the 
move complete, my thoughts turned 
to gardening. It’s important to note that my husband was not 
interested in participating in the planning or creation of the 
lush, woodland gardens I envisioned. My goal was to preserve 
the natural beauty of our forest while introducing carefully 
selected cultivars among the evergreens. This, as I learned, 
was my first misstep.

Early Challenges and Learning Curves
My initial approach involved planting large rhododendrons 

throughout the property. To keep them alive, I spent the 
summer hauling buckets of water, which quickly proved to be 
unsustainable. The strain on my back made it clear that this 
plan would not work in the long run.

Designing the Landscape
Determined to create a cohesive garden, I developed a 

detailed landscape plan. Foundation beds would surround 
the house, and in a naturally shaded swale, I envisioned a 
fern grotto complete with a patio and garden art. I began 
by carrying rocks from the river to build pathways and 
define planting areas, a process that took several seasons. 
Gardening became my refuge from the stress of commuting 
and work.

Cultivating a Woodland 
Wonderland

Once the groundwork was laid, 
I relocated my rhododendrons to 
designated planting areas and 
added shrubs, perennials, ground 
covers, and exotic ferns. The result 
was a lovely woodland landscape.

Unexpected Consequences
Initially, I didn’t see the need for 

a yard waste receptacle, believing 
I could simply toss plant clippings 
and winter debris onto our wooded 
acres. This turned out to be mistake 
number two. Many of the discarded 
clippings took root and became 
invasive in my previously pristine 
forest.

Wildlife and Garden Battles
Soon, deer, bear, rabbits, 

moles, and squirrels began to treat my garden as part of 
their natural habitat, often damaging my carefully tended 
plants. I even discovered that robins were stripping every 
blade of my expensive Japanese forest grasses to build their 
nests. Protecting my gardens became an ongoing struggle, 
transforming my relaxing retreat into a source of stress.

Reflecting on 35 Years of Gardening
Now, thirty-five years later, my woodland garden has 

matured beautifully, but challenges remain. Long summer 
vacations are out of the question, as I worry about the garden 
even with sprinkler systems in place. I have developed a 
penchant for visiting plant nurseries and am constantly moving 
plants in search of the perfect location.

Lessons Learned and Looking Forward
Each fall, I feel a sense of relief as the rains arrive and 

my seasonal tasks of fretting, pruning, staking, and watering 
come to an end. I sometimes wonder if this should be my 
final year of gardening. I do employ some help, but I tend 
to micromanage every project and often decide to take over 
myself. If my health allows, I am fairly certain I will be back in 
the garden next year.

NOTE TO READERS:  My articles written for ARSCE 
Newsletter will not be generated by AI again! This was just an 
experiment!  

By Laurie Needham
Exploring AI in Gardening: A Personal Journey

Letter from Your Editor

Followers of Seattle Politics - and I suspect 
a few ARSCE News Readers do that - certainly 
noticed that voters elected a self-described 
socialist (with a small “s”) Mayor this year. Katie 

Wilson, with virtually zero experience as an elected official 
or in government, will take over as Mayor in January, 2026.

For Department Directors and senior City Officials - if 
they survive the transition - this will be a painful time as they 
train the new Mayor on the details of running a government 
of 12,000+ employees and dozens of lines of business.  As 
Director of the Department of Information Technology I went 
through such a transition in 2009 with Mayor Mike McGinn.

There may be some tiny advantage to having a 

greenhorn Mayor. Ms. Wilson and her neophyte team will 
have new perspectives unfettered by traditional thinking. 
But they also will have little background in the intricate web 
of laws, ordinances, ethics and budgetary constraints which 
complicate City government. Department directors and city 
attorneys will be spending a lot of time explaining “why you 
can’t do THAT”, or, ideally, “if you want to do THAT, here’s a 
way of legally and ethically accomplishing it”.

The good news for the people of Seattle: While Wilson 
is learning her  job, City employees know their jobs, and 
will keep doing emergency medical responses, keep the 
water running and electricity flowing, the potholes fixed, the 
criminals at bay, and the technology humming.

Mayor Wilson: Here We Go Again
By MajorBS, Bill Schrier

Deer, Bear, Rabbits, Moles, Squirrels and a Robin  
Munching on Rhododendrons

An AI Generated Image - Copyright ARSCE 2025
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Steven Read, SPU

In Memory  
Note: Names with asterisk (*) were ARSCE members. ARSCE is collaborates with RCLEA and SCERS to help make sure we don’t miss City 
Light employees. The information for anyone listed here is minimal. We really would like to hear from any reader about others who should be 
listed, or about your memories of those who have passed, such as the memory of Lorry Garratt on page 8 and of Kathleen Sweeney below.  

More recent information is often posted on the ARSCE Facebook page, and you can post there too. 

Donations  
Lee Sattler            Ann Kelson 

Alan Akada
Fleets & Facilities
Passed 10/5/2025

Gerald Allen
Seattle Public Utilities
Passed 9/13/2025

Dora Allie
Police Department
Passed 10/19/2025

William Anderson
Seattle Transportation
Passed 10/4/2025

John Baker, Jr
Personnel - Temp. Empl. 
Svcs.
Passed 8/14/2025

Kristina Baker
Seattle Public Library
Passed 9/15/2025

Thomas Baughman*
Seattle City Light
Retired 04-2010
Passed 10/27/2025

Charles Benson*
Seattle City Light
Retired 08-1989
Passed 8/25/2025

Mozell Brown*
Seattle Public Utilities
Retired 02-2001
Passed 10/2/2025

Raleigh Burr
Transportation
Passed 10/13/2025

Jeffery Christiansen
Parks & Recreation
Passed 8/25/2025

Angela Dawson-Milton
Seattle Public Utilities
Passed 9/4/2025

Linda Fischer
Personnel - Temp. Empl. 
Svcs.
Passed 8/28/2025

Richard Foster
Engineering
Passed 9/17/2025

Frankie Fox
Fire Department
Passed 10/11/2025 

Loris (Lorry) Garratt*
Seattle Public Library
Retired 06-1993
Passed 10/6/2025

Roseanna Garrett
Construction & 
Inspection
Passed 9/2/2025

Robyn Gaskell
Seattle Public Library
Passed 10/2/2025

Gilbert Gordon
Seattle City Light
Passed 8/23/2025

Christine Higashi
Seattle Public Library
Passed 5/15/2025

Richard Hoke
Parks & Recreation
Passed 9/29/202

5idney Hoover
Municipal Court
Passed 8/28/2025

Jimmy Horn
Personnel - Temp. 
Empl. Svcs.
Passed 9/8/2025

Lee Jacky
Parls & Recreation
Passed 7/16/2025

James Kelley
Seattle City Light
Passed 7/20/2025

Tatsuki Kobayashi
Seattle Public Library
Passed 10/30/2025

Julia Monet*
Police Department
Retired 05-2002
Passed 6/8/2025

Ray Nakanishi
Police Department
Passed 8/27/2025 

Kathleen Peterson*
Police Pension System
Retired 03-2002
Passed 9/27/2025

Albert Rice*
Seattle Public Utilities
Retired 07-2006
Passed 10/28/2025

William Rodda
Personnel - Temp. 
Empl. Svcs.
Passed 9/23/2025

Jerry Rolstad*
Transportation
Retired 06-2014
Passed 9/23/2025

Ellen Ruby*
Seattle Public Library
Retired 10-2014
Passed 8/1/2025

James Sauls
Seattle City Light
Passed 9/24/2025

Marty Sullivan*
Police Department
Retired 04-2007
Passed 8/27/2025

Saburo Tsuboi
Transportation
Passed 8/16/2025

Nancy Wanwig
Transportation
Passed 10/23/2025

Edna Wheaton
Legislative Dept.
Passed 9/6/2025

Dale Williams
Personnel - Temp. 
Empl. Svcs.
Passed 9/12/2025

Bonnie Wood
Personnel - Temp. 
Empl. Svcs.
Passed 8/11/2025

Dora Wrenn
Legislative Dept.
Passed 8/22/2025

Remembering Kathleen S. Sweeney
By Shelley Barouh

Kathleen S. Sweeney worked for the City of Seattle in the Transportation Department 
and was a Senior Maintenance Laborer in the Signs and Markings Division. Prior 
to working in Signs and Markings she had various temporary positions, including 
as a dispatcher in Street Maintenance. She fielded calls from the public regarding 

everything from potholes to down signs and everything in between. 
As a Senior Maintenance Laborer in Signs & Markings, Kathleen repaired signs that 

were broken, missing or damaged or new installations. Her knowledge of the city 
and how to get around was impressive. Safety was her first priority when doing her 
job. If she saw something that needed attention (like a pothole) in the City outside 
of her working hours, she would call the 24-hour dispatch line to report it. She had 
a genuine knack for giving the information to the dispatcher so that the dispatcher 

didn’t have to ask any questions to clarify the problem or concern.
Outside of work, Kathleen had many friends. She enjoyed going to her favorite coffee 
shop, Hotwire, on California Ave SW in the heart of the junction. She enjoyed reading 

and she would often write notes to friends that she may not have seen for a while. 
She would always help anyone that needed it and expect nothing in return. She had 

a heart of gold, and she will be missed by all who knew her.
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RCLEA (Retired City Light Employees’ Association) 
Lunches: If you retired from City Light, you will be able to 
access the newsletter here: www.rclea.net.  If you wish to 
receive an email notice of our newest edition, send your 
email address to Tom Parks tomparks2@msn.com

Retired Range Service Employees meet at the Blue Star 
Restaurant, 4512 Stone Way North, Seattle, at 12 Noon on 
the second Wednesday of each month.

Transit Retirees (South End):  Meet at the Burien Elks 
Lodge at South 140th St. and 1st Ave. South on the third 
Saturday of the month at 8:30AM for breakfast.  Contact Al 
Ramey at 206.243.8504.

Parks Dept. Retirees’ Luncheons are no longer held 
as far as we know. The 125th Street Grill is permanently 
closed. If you know more, email arscenews@arsce.org. 

Seattle Transit Breakfast (North End):  This group meets 
at Shari’s Restaurant, 15252 Aurora Ave. N., on the first 
Saturday of each month. 

METRO Retirees’ Lunch:  This group meets at 11:00AM 
the  second Tuesday of Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., and 
Nov.  at the Crazy Moose Casino, 22003 66th Ave. West in 
Mountlake Terrace.  At 11:00AM on the second Wednesday 
of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., and Dec.  The group meets 
at Billy Baroo’s Restaurant located at 13500 Interurban 
Ave. So. in Tukwila.  For information call Lonnie Sewell at 
206.915.1415.

Another Retired Transit Group:  This group meets the 
1st Saturday of the month at the Family Pancake House 
located at 238th & Aurora at 7:30AM.  

Old Timers Luncheon Group MTD/DAS/ESD.  This group 
meets at 11:30AM the first Monday of the month at the 
Feast Buffet, 485 Renton Center Way SW, Renton

Please check with your group before attending.  Some 
organizations might be staying home due to continuing 

Covid-19 concerns.                                  

The Snallygaster, or How Much Beer  
Can Any One Person Drink?By Alan Brittenham

Ramblin’ Roads

Our son was born in early October a shocking number of 
years ago.  For many of those years we have made it a habit to 
show up wherever he currently lives and celebrate his birthday 
locally.  These days, they live in Washington, D.C., so that is 
where we travel when we pursue this habit.  It’s always a fun 
time.  He and his wife have two dogs, so we get to go on long 
walks in the countryside during the day and explore the night 
life after dark.  This time, our 
visit was all about beer.

It seems that every year 
about this time a group of 
beer aficionados get together 
and produce a public event 
that gathers something like 
150 different beer makers 
from around the world and 
sets them up on a section 
of Pennsylvania Avenue 
under temporary awnings 
and tents while thousands of 
beer drinkers line up in front 
of them in patient rows for a 
4-ounce tasting of their wares.  
They’ve been at it since 2012, so 
they have it down to a science – 
how to confine thousands of beer-drinkers in a 
giant chain link enclosure and keep them happy. 
A Snallygaster is a large reptilian monster of myth 
that has somehow been adopted as the mascot 
for this event.  Our annual visit happened to 
coincide with this event.

The way I like to put it is, some seventy-five 
years after we repealed Prohibition, we are 
finally getting back to the way it used to be in this 
country, where every little town and village had 
their own brewers and distillers who made beer, 
wine and spirits for the local market, and the only 
way to taste their products is to go there and 
get it at the source.  That’s why every road trip 
we take these days is another chance to find 

something new and delicious to sip on and hopefully take home 
a sample.  That’s how we discovered Sinister Brewing and 
Distilling in Albany, Oregon, or Topa Topa Brewing in Ventura, 
California, to name only two good examples.

When we arrived we were handed a map showing the 
grouping of various types of beers in monster-themed locations 

and turned loose to wander 
at will.  There was a row of 
tables and chairs, also under 
temporary shade arbors, down 
the center of the area, as well 
as multiple food vendors to 
supply any who got hungry 
(at extra cost, of course.  The 
drinks were all included in the 
price of the ticket).

As one would imagine, 
there were not nearly enough 
chairs to go around in a crowd 
of this size, so we spent 
most of our time standing 
around.  I had anticipated 

this, and brought along my chair/
cane, a useful little appliance that 
combines an aluminum walking stick 

with a nifty little plastic seat that folds down to 
deploy and two extra legs that form a tripod to 
hold me up when seated.  It worked real nice, 
until it didn’t.  A few hours into the event, it failed 
spectacularly without warning and deposited 
me on my backside in the middle of the street.  
That’s how I knew it was time to go.  That, and 
the realization that, after multiple 4-ounce pours, 
all IPAs tend to taste pretty much the same.

All in all, a splendid time was had by all.  If the 
timing is right, we’ll probably be back there same 
time next year and give it another shot.  My wife 
has already found me a new chair/cane.  :-{)}

Snallygaster as depicted in the Cryptid Wiki
Creative Commons Attribution - Share Alike Licnese 3.0

Snallygaster 25 Logo
Washington D. C. 
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Thursday, January 8 	 News Deadline Mar/Apr 2026
Thursday, January 8		  SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Wednesday, January 14	 ARSCE Board Meeting 10 AM
Wednesday, February 11	 ARSCE Board Meeting 10 AM
Thursday, February 12	 SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Week of Febuarry 16		  March/April News is in the mail
Week of February 16		  Board Election Ballots Arrive
Wednesday, March 11	 Board Ballots Due
Wednesday, March 11	 Spring Luncheon
Thursday, March 12		  SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Friday, March 13		  News Deadline May/June 2026
Wednesday, April 8		  ARSCE Board Meeting 10AM
Thursday, April 9		  SCERS Board Meeting 10 AM
Week of April 27		  May/June News is in the mail
Wednesday May 13		  ARSCE Board Meeting 10 AM
Thursday May 14		  SCERS Board Meeting 10AM

Deadline for March/April Issue is January 8

Upcoming ARSCE Calendar

Get  your ARSCE Discount!
Seahawks October 20, December 14 and 18

Logos shown are examples of organizations and venues 
offering discounts and may not offer a current discount. Go to 

the discount webpage below to see the current discounts.

www.arsce.org/discounts/

All images are 
copyrighted by 
the respective 
organizations 
and used here 
to promote 
attending their 
offerings.

/       /

Membership Application:
Association of Retired Seattle City Employees 

Name___________________________Tel. No.____________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City _________________________ State ________ Zip______________

Email Address:  _____________________________________________

Date Retired _____________________ From Dept. ______________

Association of Retired Seattle City Employees
Dues Deduction Authorization for Retired Employees

To:  The Board of Administration, City of Seattle Employees’ 
Retirement System:
	 The undersigned hereby authorizes the City of Seattle 
Employees’ Retirement System to deduct from my retirement, 
beneficiary and/or disability allowance, such dues as are duly 
established from time to time by the Association of Retired Seattle 
City Employees (ARSCE).  Until further written notice by me to The 
Retirement System Office, such deduction shall be made annually 
from my July allowance and shall be paid to Association of Retired 
Seattle City Employees, P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385.

Signature					          Date (Mo./Day/Yr.)

Mail to:  Association of Retired Seattle City Employees 
   P.O. Box 75385, Seattle, WA 98175-0385                                          

~ARSCE~

(Your email is for official ARSCE business only.  We will never share it with anyone else.)

Annual Dues:  $20.00 (July 1 - June 30)                                                                                             

SEND NO CHECK NOW, just complete the form below.
Dues will be deducted from your July pension check.

IF YOU ARE PRESENTLY RETIRED

Check if you a current City employee at _________________ Dept.

IF YOU ARE PRESENTLY EMPLOYED BY THE CITY

Check this box if you are retired

Do You Presently Work for the
City of Seattle?

Join Us!

What is ARSCE and why should 
You Join the Organization?

 Our pensions are critical. ARSCE actively 
monitors the City’s pension system to make 
sure our pensions remain strong and secure. 

We keep an eye on City, State, and Federal 
legislative proposals that could affect our 

pension benefits. We are engaged and keep 
our members informed. We host the arsce.

org website, and have a Facebook presence. 
 

Joining ARSCE helps support these 
important efforts on your behalf. You receive 
this newsletter, ARSCE News, published six 

times a year. The News keeps you up-to-
date about pension and retiree matters and 

activities.

To Join ARSCE, just complete  
the form to the right 

Save the Date!
March 11, 2026

Although we are in the depth 
of Winter now, Spring WILL 
come again, along with the 
Spring ARSCE Luncheon.
Mark your calendars for 

March, location to be 
determined.

Send your check for $20 to the address at the very bottom of the form
or pay online at arsce.org/membership


